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PREFACE. 


Brok my readers proceed to the 
peruſal of the New Monk, for a 
few minutes I muſt requeſt their ſeri- 
| ous attention. I wiſh to explain to 
them the reaſon of its name, and the 
cauſe of its creation. Without mean- 
ing any perſonal attack 2 Mr. Lewis 
as a man, I muſt be allowed to combat 
him as an author. I read his Monk” + 
with horror: I there ſaw ſcenes diſ- 
played to the broad eye of day, which 4 
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are © prodigal enough, if they unveil 


their aſpe&t to the moon.” TI beheld * 
obſcenity decorated in all the luſtre of 


genius, religion hooded by prejudice, 
and a vaſt phalanx of mitchief levelled 
at the morals of mankind. Whatever 
the ſcholaſtic pedant may affirm to the 
contrary, it is my opinion, and it muſt 
be the opinion of every ſtudier of the 
world, that at this zra, the firſt ſeeds 
which are "AY in the minds of the 

youth of both ſexes, are collected from 
the Novels and Romances of the day. 


1 po are | 


Ought we not, then, to be careful. of | 


cc 
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are diffuſed through this ſpecies of 


| writing? Ought we not to cry down 


the voice of ribaldry, let its accents be 


ever ſo modulated ? 


I fully grant the weight of every 
merit that the Monk” poſſeſſes: 


with all its wildneſs the language is 


animated, and that elegance barbs the 
arrow, and touches it with poiſon. The 


eye that would cloſe againſt a tale of 


| unvarniſhed vice, will dwell with de- 


light upon the | poliſhed periods of the 


* Monk.” Evil, I know, has been its 
8 . Send Gant 
effect, and evil will continue to be its 


f effect, whillt it is read in England, both _ 
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by men and women, with an ardent | 


avidity that reflects diſgrace on their 
| underſtanding, if not a libel upon their 
hearts. 


I have ſought, by a ridicule of its | 
worſt parts, by only ſubſtituting one 
appetite for another, to diſplay the 
groſſneſs of the idea, and to call a bluſh 
of contrition over the cheeks of thoſe 
| who have dwelt with pleaſure on its | 
pages. By the character of pentateuch, | 
I mean not to caſt a ſhade upon religion: 
© Heaven forbid that I ſhould ſeek to ob- 
ſcure that form, which every thinking | 
man muſt conſider as the ſource of | 


6 light, : 
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e light, and ſplendour, and joy * What- 


ever may have been the intentions of 
the author of the Monk,” ſuch is 
the tendency of his book. Thoſe who 
recollect his obſervations on the Scrip- 
tures, will ſubſcribe to the truth of my 


| aſſertions. Aware that the abſurdities 


of cant and ſuperſtition were the firſt 


foes of religion, that they were the 
parents of infidelity, I have made the 
hero of my ſtory one of thoſe Method- 
iſts, who, poſſeſſing neither goodneſs 


nor common ſenſe, exalting themſelves 


as the preachers of heaven, are the 
will-o th-whiths of ſociety, who "ea 


duct 
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duct their followers, through the laby-- 
rinths of folly, to the darkeſt depths of 
| fanatic terrors. 


I have glided lightly over thoſe 


parts, where there is the leaſt to con- 


demn, My aim is to ſet in a ridicu- 
lous and a diſguſting light, a ſtyle of 
writing, which only waited for tolera- 


tion to become general. It inoculates 


the heart for the admiſſion of every 
Vice ; and ſtrong indeed muſt be the 
conſtitution, that it does not affect wi th 
feelin 25 which are the degradation of 
human nature. 


4 


Now 
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Now I have accom rl:.(hed ry inten- 
tions, I mult leave the public to judge: 
whatever may be its deciſion, it cannot 
brand me as an enemy to mankind, 
which he muſt be, who, by corrupting 
the minds of its youth, poiſons the 
ſountain- head of thoſe ſprings, which 
at a future day ought to be its ſupport 
and glory. 


| London, May 22, 1798, 


— — I grant him bloody, 
= Luxurious, avericiows, fall, dreckfel, 
— —_ malicious, ſmacking of every fin 
| has a nam. 
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SCARCELY had the doors of one f 


_ * frequented by the followers of 
1 e 
deen, was filled by ruſhing torrents of 
= une there r be pureſt mo- 
1 nnn 


VOL I. | B 


| Not} 


"_ THE NEW MONK. 


No! — Perhaps an odd dozen or two | 
might be thus influenced : bur I can anſwer 
for the remaining part, whoſe ſole errand 
conſiſted in diſplaying faces of the moſt ſnowy 
complexion, with rows of teeth, ſome like 
the me unblemiſhed ivory, whilſt others 
could claim kindred with mahogany, or coal. 
Let the grand attraction be what it would, the 
: place was ſtuffed almoſt to ſuffocation.— 
| Grunts, groans, ſcreams, and cries of all tones, 
both from faf and lean, aſcended and rattled, 
in loud and redoubled echos, through the 
vaulted. roof of this cloſe pent medley of |} 
12 this ſtate were affairs, when two ne w 
comers entered: on purpoſe they had run 
near a mile, ſwift as Arabian courſers; t was 
All to nothing! — good places they could not 
get: — however, the old woman elbowed it 
"away for a conſiderable length of time, 
| heedlefs of the exclamations—* Damn the 
woman, where the devil would ſhe be? — 
* O Chriſt! this woman's elbow !'—* Lord, } 
—— ſqueeze % Jaſus God my | 


unmannerly negers have got all the ſeats.” 


hair each, in beautiful meanders on her 
leathery forehead. The other was young; 
* to her a; the Venus 
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i 
toe! She was reſolute : deaf to abuſe ;— 
worked her way into the place directly under 
the pulpit. Her unfortunate companion, 
with utmoſt fear, crept after; taking advan- 
tage by her ſtrength of arms. OhJemminy!”” 


_ roared the female elder, © how I ſfweat!— 


how I am ſcrouged !—I will never get to my 
pew, ſurely !—and as I hope to be ſaved, the 


Two elegant ſprigs of faſhion, on hearing 
this, who were firmly ſtationed hard by, 
moſt cordially, benevolently, politely, phi- 
lanthropically, and diſcreetly, without thought 
or ceremony, gave up their places, and tool 
ſtand on each ſide the females, whom they 
now ſurveyed. The one was old, withered; 
and pitted with the ſmall-pox ; blind. of u 
eye: the other, aſhamed of its neighbour, * 
looked outwards. A wig of a bright crime 
ſoniſh hue became a ſort of ſpencer for a fe 


ſtragglers, that played in curls, of a. ſingle, 
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ia child to her, an unformed fix months ;— 
every thing poſſible, that is impoſſible to 
conceive, is a Gaggetelle to her. All the 
Howes, Silphs, Dryads, Hamadryads, God- 
deſſes, Demi-goddeſles, and beauties of every 
deicnption, are damaged water in compari- 
fon—tn ſhort, compariſons of all kinds are 
odious. Such, ſuppoſe, was the angel, one 
of the youthful males placed himſelf beſide. 
, You are the mg beautiful of women, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of an idea, faid he, 
© and an utter ſtranger here, no doubt, you. 
muſt be, or impoſſible ! charms like theſe 
would have ſhone in the brighteſt rays 
© throughout the weſt end.” She was ſilent 
as the moſt ſereng.day;; not a zephyr eſcaped 
her lip. © I, am well known, Madam,” 
continued he; and ſhould me or mine, 
even nom, or at any given time, have it in 
their power to render you, or your's, the moſt 
wifling, or moſt important ſervice, command 
it.“ She:muſt anſwer that, or politeneſs ſhe 
| has none, faid he to himſelf. Clottleberry 
win miſtaken moſt egregiouſly; ſhe ſhook her 
* e ambroſial 
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ambrofial curls, and gave a nod. Patience 
is a virtue, thought he; then turning to che 
companion of his ſilent fair, © Is this lady 
dumb? perhaps ſhe's French: or —“ No, 
Sir— Child, what's the matter? why don't 
you anſwer the g-ntleman * fqueaked: oo 
adorable lump. 

“ Dear Aunt, 1 don't know'the gende. 
man; tis not the cuſtom in the commtry * | 
* Cotmtry! — highty-tighty! Lord a 
mere wh minds that? nobody but alles, 
dotnleins, and burom briwny-niade girls :— 
talk of the country it's the cuſtom here 
town, and that's 411 we ought to mind; 1 
command you, Ma'am, to ſpeak imme 
diately :—you know, child, how nervous Þ } 
be; how I don't like contraditions « WY 

Fat you will do it.” 
Tus all water poured into the boundlels | 
ocean — ber niece was ſtill ſilent. Her 
admirer gazed upon her with rapture inſinite, 
41 whillt the old lady gabbled n hes = 
re 


ee 
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„ give you my word and truth,” faid 
+ ſhe, © gentlemen, the girl is quite young: 
| knows no more of manners than my ——.” 
Here ſhe was interrupted by ber 9 
who, with a ſignificant look, ſaid, He took 
her; knew her meaning: twas clear as ditch 
water. Lord, Sir,—yet ſhe is my own 
ſiſter's daughter, who blockaded this here 
| young girl in an old pig-ſtye of a place ſhe 
ſays was once full of Nuns and Friars.” 
A monaſtery,” returned Clottleberry. 
Ak . True 28 L am a maid. —And would you 
believe it? a young high-bred Lord took a 


Qltvia, who was pretty withal—howſom- 
dever, they married unknown to his father: 
| but murder will out: — the old boy knew ity 
and, in a terrible anger, frightens his ſon, ſo 
that he ran off with his wife, the Lord knows 
| where : and the papa comes to us; 'aſtoniſhes 
my ſiſter into fits; breaks all my father's 
| work-tools; (who, God knows, was as good 


a cork- cutter as any in town) throws him 


into Bride well, and ſwore, for half a farthing, 1 


he would raviſh me; . then flounced out b 2 
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ol the ſhop with my fiſter's little brat, then 
a boy, going of two years old, come Lent: 
but the poor child took it fo 1 ** 
that we ſince heard he is dead. on 
What a terrible old fleſhy villain ! pray 
what was that he threatened you with? 
_ « Raviſhment ! as God's my judge; and, 
to aggravate me (which. was worſe than if he 
did it), he ſaid, © t'was only for my damned 
ugly, blear-eyed face, or he would out of 
revenge. Indeed it's like him. | 
« Well, but hear : Madame Olivia tai 
abroad till her huſband died, and then come 
to England, without a rag to cover ber 
back — twas all my eye, to apply to her 
father in-law, who was married, and got a 
fine ſon ; but the hard-hearted wretch would 
only allow her this frightful forſaken nun: 
| neſt to live in, on condition he might never 
de bothered again with her. There ſhe 
ſtaid till the iron-minded monſter died; the 
ſteward turned her out, and now! ſhe is cone 
to town, orion get leave of his ſon to 
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« Angel of narrative,” faid Pelhembourgh ; | 
< why you have been nurtured by Joe Mil- 
ler, and ſtudied page 18 under the direction 
quence protects you; ne'er, till this mo- 


of a ſcientific. 


ment—this heav'nly moment, did mine 


| car drink ſuch nectareous delight Mine 
eyes, mercy ye ſtars ! grow dim with too much 


I» 
1 - 
©, 
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me; have yauan averſion to matrimony ?” 


low as———'' 


What, vonder ſiting on the charity | 
box? interrupted Pelhembourgh : © at leaſt | 


the ſeoms the happy being of your attention.” 


* Tis too much— I éintreat 'yau. anſwer | 3 


Nom you touch my internals; you are 
doo: adden ; how could I refuſe ſo; polite, 
Es. hondiows, and katy in young &t- 


The poor devil was ftruck rather in a a 
»heap,a5 ſhe wiſhed to glance directly on the 
object of her converſation ; but unluckily her 
- eye, like a patentrgun, ſhot round the top of 
ober car, and appeared to be fixed on the per- 
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Andi in un ds 


behind her. 
« May 1 aſk,” ſaid Clottleberry, te the 
name of that 7 


| | juſt now ſpeaking ?” 


warrant, if the lovely Ann Maria Auguſta 
ue em rope A ae 


1 large orbs aloft, and beamed, in nate luxe 


« The Marquis of Thraddleſtones. 2 
« We're as intimate as brothers he's not 
in town now ; is a good fellow, and I'll 


ſineſs ſhall. ſoon be ſettled.” : 4 
The goddeſs of ſweetneſs tickled the cor- 
ners of Ann Maria Auguſta's lovely mouth, 
and produced a ſmile that would outdo the 
moſt able practitioner in the art of external 
expreſſion : her eyes inſtinctively raiſed their 


uriance, on he who proffered kindneſs. The 
ever-clacking Barbara rattled out loud and 
ſhrill thanks; adding her aſtoniſhment at 


the increaſing crowd, heat, ſmell, and length 


of time of the approach of the preacher. 2 
What. are you ignorant,” ſaid Pelhems 


1 bourgh, that the celebrated, reverend, and 


KS: | wondrous) | 
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Joſhua Pentateuch delivers fer- 
monic evaporatiog in this place to-day and 
next Sunday? All London is in a buſtle— 
and he never preaches without ſuffocations 
innumerable, mutilations many, and loffes | 
without number; why he is actually known 
to make his diſcourſe according as he thinks 
the people ought to be puniſhed. The leſs | 
animated he is, the more peaceable and quiet 
are his hearers; but when he is agitated, | 
they are reſtleſs, grow faint, kick, ſqueeze, 
cry, rave, and tear, until he imagines they 
are done enough; then he reſumes his 
| old train, and coolly takes his Jeave. Why j 
he always calculates by what is to be ſaid, of 
| the accidents that ſhall happen, and does it 
to ſuch a nicety, that he ſeldom errs above 
one miſcarriage, four broken ſhins, and an ; 
old woman ſqueezed to death unintention- | 
—_ | 
* « Oh dear! yes; God, in his infinite 
| mercy, forbid, that I ſhould be ignorant of 
| fuch a bleffing.—Oh! the dear man—then | 
his delivery. Child, you'll be hardly able to 
| + contain 
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contain yourſelf—I dare ſay now you will 


wiſh to run up and Kiſs him in the act of 
divine exclamation (addrefling herſelf to Ann 
Maria Auguſta); but you muſt not, child, 


| ſhould you want ever ſo. Then turning to 


Clottleberry, you ſee PE filly as a 


bottle- ſtopper. 


« The ſtopper part remains to bu covet, 
Madam ; and as for the bottle, fuppoſe-we- 
leave that to you. The earthly, as well as 
ſpiritual bleſſings of this life, from your youth 


and complexion, ſeem to hint that you are 
poſſeſſed of deep knowledge in thoſe affairs. 


Bucram Barbara could diſcover an air of 
quizzing in the above ſpeech; therefore, 
ſeeming to be inattentive, ſhe replied, Mr. 


1 Pentateuch, they ſay, has deep N 


the affairs of his congregation.” - 1. - 
« Yes, unparalleled are his preſents, * 
tentions; and diſcourſes; and, from his great 


knowledge in geography, he has become 
quite the faſhion amongſt the females of tan, 


— GARY globes; 1 
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his entire title throughout this city is the | 
Reverend of the weſt end.” 1 
* Oh yes bis parts are great, every one 
knows. | i 
That point till remains ſomewhat un- 
decided. His education has been ample, 
having been left, whilſt an infant, at the door 
of a nobleman, under whoſe care he re- 
mained nearly till now. At the age of ſeven | 
months, all his teeth were perfect. At a 
r into the nape 
ol his neck, reſembling the neateſt clerical 
——— as an earneſt of his fu- 
dure greatneſs; at five he is ſaid to have de- 
| Jivered 4 ſermon to Lord S——'s ſervants | 
An the hall out of the porter's chair. In 
Mort, foe his upright, pron, nga, 


Species ate ante, acct fon bes more 


than mortal he is now thirty, and not one 

hour of the day has been paſſed but in the 

. mortifications of the fleſh.” i 
« Bleſs me, that's a bad diſorder ; in the 

end it generally carries off the poor crea - 


oc 
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and a woman.” 
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5 ture 4 mortification : in what part of his 
fleſh? I wonder he attends chapel.” 
* Tis entirely owing to bis eyes,” con- 
tinued our narrator; and ſince he has been 
choſen Divine Extraordinary to this chapel, 


0 a 
* 
s 


his mortification, from obſervation, has been 


greater than ever : in the whole courſe of his 
life he was never once known to deviate from 
order, decency, or decorum. In ſhort, his 
perſon is unpolluted, and his chaſtity fur- 
paſſes the moon's : for inſtance, they ſay be 
does not know the difference between a man 


He wears breeches certainly,“ ſpoke far 
the ſecond time, Ann Maria Auguſta — 
« Chriſt, child, you are always making a 

hole in your manners; what a queſtion! Y 
theſe ſubjects fit for young women to handle 


3 Fye, child—fye! you ſhould not ſeem to 


know whether they were there or not, nor 


that ever ſuch a thing had been there; and, 


to prevent impertinent curioſity, you ſhould 
think every body of the ſame gender with 


yourſelf, Tou are aways giving one to 


underſtand, 
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underſtand, 1 F - 
that men have breeches; and that theft 
breeches have waiſtband, pockets, and flap; 
and that theſe PROT waiſtband, and flap, 1 
contain IF 
The noiſe will by the people, at this 1 
inſtant, proclaimed the arrival of the Reve- | 
| rend. Impatient every one to have a peep, | | 
men beſtrode the ſhoulders of women, and { | 
| ( 


boys upon men; ſo that from the huge*maſs 
of human pyramids, it appeared, more like 
a collection of tumblers, than a congregation 
of Methodiſts. Even the pendent chande- 
hers held cluſters of living creatures. 'By 
this time the object of attra tion reached the 


pulpit. 
He was a man erect, and looked firaighe 


| forwards ; his ſtature long, and viſage rather 
© inclining to the lantherny ; a ſharp, but 
aquiline naſal promontory over-ſhadowed a 
mouth; in form like the all-powerful bow of 
| the Eafterns. A manly fallow marked his 
complexion ; and two large eyes played in. 
ſweet — in a fort of living bower, 
formed 5 4 
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15 
formed by his projecting brows, which de- 
| ſcribed a couple of perfect arches; each a 
ſemi⸗ circle of thirty. Still there was ſuch a 
| ſomething, not pompoſity, but ſomewhat 
ſtronger, in his look and manner, that forced 
_ univerſal fear and expectation. In ſhort, no 
one could bear his eyes, when fixed upon 
them; their penetration, fire, and charm were 
ſuch, as even to outdo the rattleſnake's. 
Such was Joſhua Pentateuch, preacher, ſur- 
named © the Reverend of the Weſt End.“ 
Ann Maria Auguſta gazed on him with 
eager pleaſure ; her heart beat with violence 
inexpreſſible; and ſhe felt ſome odd ſenſa- 
tions at that moment, till then unknown to 
her. He commenced ; not a whiſper was 
heard. Our company were more than com- 
monly attentive. He roared like the hor- 
rors of a tempeſt ; and raved louder than the 
north wind, as he pronounced the eternal 
damnation of his hearers, whom he called 
wretches, deteſtable even to the day; and 
that the devil would make needle - caſes of 
their carcaſes, Loud groans became com- 
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tions. 


This diſcourſe exiſted ſor a conſiderable 
length, accompanied by the ebbs and flows 
amidſt the crowd, in ſqueezing, according to 
the ſpirit or calm parts of the ſermon. 
When it concluded, he deſcended, and paſſed 
aud his eyes caſt up. In this manner he pro- 
ceeded, ſtepping a meaſured pace, till he 
reached the outer door; turned to the right- 
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mon; and, continues he, Go home, ſettle 
your worldly rights, and prepare for inſtant | 
darkneſs ; prepare for the journey you have 
to go; think not on your ſins, left the ground 
deprive an honeſt man of that, by which he 
| earns a livelihood, and ſupports, perhaps, a 
' helpleſs offspring. Why do I ſtay?” con- 
tinued he, am I not amidſt a ſea of poiſon? 
begone out of my preſence ; you all riot in 


TT 
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Are you ſatisfied? does our orator: anſwer 
all expectations ?” 


aA 1 © #-.* UV © 7 _ 


| But when he W 22 | 


1 
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Ann Maria Auguſta followed him with her 
eyes, till he turned the corner; ſhe ſighed 
in her ſleeve, and exclaimed, ©* How ſhe 


| thould like him to teach her Geography! 
perhaps his terms are too high,” ſaid ſhe to 


herſelf: © perhaps I my never ſee him 
more! 


Lord Clottleberry obſerved her attention. 


Oh enchanting man ! divine an | 


his voice has perfectly (aſtoniſhed me: his 


ſentiments have raiſed my feelings too, too 
high above myſelf, Ah! ſweet Aunt, do 
prevail on my mother to let him teach * 
Geography. 

„ Me! me! I prevail upon her,” replied 
Barbera , no, Miſs; I don't like him; 
he's an ugly, long, witheredfellow : he indeed 


makes me quite nervous with his eyes: I 


never ſaw ſo horrible a; beaſt ; and 1 hope, 
ä —— ö 
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I was verily all of a ſhake, from top to toe: 
no, indeed he ſhan't, as long as I am Miſs } 
Barbara. Jemminy ! if I had been married, 1 
would not have anſwered for the conſequen- 
ces: why the child might have been marked 
with a devil ;—he is quite out of my books.” 
« You are right, Miſs Barbara,” anſwered | 
Pelhembourgh ; he enforces too loudly his. 
arguments; and muſt add, he was rather 
out, when he compared an old maid} to a | 
pot of preſerves, ſpoiled by laying by.” u 
The crowd had by this nearly ouzed out 
of the when the young heroes civilly Þ 
offered their ſervices in attending them 6 
Lord, Sir,” affecting to bluſh, I ſhould 
loſe my character, were I to permit ſuch a 
liberty; my fiſter is particular, and would 
lecture me for a month. Beſides, I am 
totally ignorant of your names.” 4 
Mine is Lord Charles Clottleberry (as 
charity begins at home), and my friend the 
Honourable Montague Pelhembourgh.” - - 


- was 
n 
8 
* * 
& e 
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« T ſhall, gentlemen, tell my fiſter of your 


handſome offer, and will let you know.—, 


Where may I ſend ?”” 

« We are always found at the St. e 
or Mount coffee-houſes,” faid Montague: 
« but permit me, Madam, ere I bid adieu, 
perhaps for ever ——. 

* entreat you be moderate; I know 


your paſſion is ſtrong ; and, to prove that J 
will 2 reward it, and perhaps prevent 


I ſuicide, here take it: upon which, with 
tile ceremony, ſhe ſtuck out her chin, N 
puckered her mouth together, and darted "WM 
1 forward her lips with great agility. 1 


r 
wiped his mouth, and ſpit. Barbara haſtened 


out of chapel, and the angelic Ann Maria 
| 2 — in dumb but 1 8 


« Here's a meſs,“ cried the object of 
Barbara's delight.—** What do you think 
of me now: you have ſome confolation' ;— 


the young one is beautiful, dat W n p 


Eee hee yet. . 
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« cannot expreſs,” faid Clottleberry, 
how much I admire Ann Maria Auguſta. F 
I am in for it, and love her to diſtraction 
already. Since the death of my father, my 
uncle, Lord Murtem, has often inſiſted on 
my being married ; and what I have now 
beheld, by Heavens ſhall be the object.“ 
„Why, my dear Charles, you are mad: 
what, marry the 3 of a Don- 
don cork-cutter'?” f 
Remember, my dear fellow, ſhe i gtand- 
daughter to the Marquis of Thraddleſtones;; | _ 
beides her beauty, wit, and ſenſe: and I} © 
ſhould be too faſhionable, did I think of 
offering myſelf on any other terms a 
of making her my wife. A 
Pugh! .pugh ! ſenſible ; what the devil 
did the ſay; the only ſpoke twice; and then 
it was to enquire about the parſon's breeches.] 
Notable wit indeed.” 1 
Nou miſtook—it was her innocence.” 
„Well, well, come let us be off; I'm far 
. theatre, my bc ö 
there's wives in plenty.” 


4. 


e K 
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It is not in my power; you know I only 


came to town laſt night, and muſt now call 
on my ſiſter, who is at a celebrated boarding - 


ſchool ncar here; ſhe is juſt bluſhing ſe». 


venteen, full. hn youthig energy and ro- 
mance,” 


How can you be fo damned ſtupid, | 


| Clotcle, as to let Alice be there till now; 
hy, all the prime of her excellence TY 


worth will be loſt : pugh4! ſhe muſt come 
out this winter.” 


No, my friend, I think the longer he i is 
unacquainted with the tempeſtuous ſcenes _ 
of faſhionable levities, the better.” 

« Sublime morality, away ; you'll outdo 
the old parſon, my boy. I hope your new 
love will put ſome ſpirit into you, or I am 
ſure you'll both be taken off in a fit of the 
horrors before the dimpling honey-moon is 


| extinguiſhed. Farewell, man of thought; 


and if ever my ſervice ſhould be uſeful in 

amuſing our female cyclops, I am your's ;— 

now to your,own cogitatians—Adiey 1 
5 That q 
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That's a good fellow,” muſed Charles; b 


« but he wants thought.” 


The night was haſtening in long ſtrides 4 
to der uſual nocturnal poſſeſſions ; the 
candles for evening prayers were not yet 
lighted ; the beams of the waking moon ſhot 
in large volumes through the leaden caſe- 


ments ; and the apertures between the poor's- 
box and the pulpit monopolized the greateſt 
part of the rays. Lord Clottleberry found 


himſelf unable to leave the ſpot. Ann 


Maria Auguſta filled his mind with love ;— 


he gazed on the ſeat where her lovely form 


had reſted. - Unable to ſupport theſe reflec- 
tions, he reclined himſelf againſt a friendly 


pew, nearly the nineteenth from the pulpit. — 


The damp air, left by the late congregation, 
no cooled, arid breathed along the filent 
aiſles : Cynthia's luſtre fluttered in long 
ſtreaks into the chapel through dirty win- 
dows, filvering the carved work of the roſ- 
trum, and tipping the ſcattered prayer and 


Other books with a million, nay, a hundred 
. million of colours, Silence ſmothered every 
= - little 


= © 0 e RY OO HEE 


ty I @ 


2 -engendered * 
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little fly in the facred manſion : no found 
was heard ; only now and then a poſt bell, 
or walking vender, in the adjoining ftreet. 
Who could help being overcome in fo 
charming a ſcene ? ſleep inſenſibly ſtole over 
him, and the comfortable pallet on which he 
reſted continued to influence his ſlumbers. 
He fancied himſelf in Weſtminſter Abbey, 
but it was not dark; all was as a large 
tranſparency ; every monument was ant- 
mated ; and eachlachrymal attendant cheered 
up, and held a coloured lamp ;—the organiſt ;: 
rattſed, and choriſters rung in loud peals the i 


ſtupendous roof: The altar was magnifi« - © 


cent ; the Gothic ſeats were crowded with 
multitudes; Ann Maria Auguſta, arrayed 
in bridal white, appeared at the matrimonial 
ſhrine. Suddenly the cloifter-door uncloſed, 
and a long train-band of clerks and ſextons, 
at whoſe head, in ſolemn gravity, walked the 


. preacher he had not long ſince _—_ drew 


near Ann Maria. 
Where is the bridegroom * faid the 


The |} 
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The youth advanced—ſhe ſaw him; a 
crimſon hue ſpread her cheek. She pre- 
ſented her hand; twas beautiful white and 
red. The youth threw himſelf at her feet. 
She ſtepped back for a moment; then in 
delight, impoſſible to be uttered, © Fes, 
| ſhe exclaimed, © tis he! tis deſtined he!” | 
Her arms were extended, and ſhe was juſt 
upon the throw, when one nobody knew 9 
ſqueezed in between them. His form was 
much above the gigantic; his complexion o 
2 natural pea green; his two eye-balls of 
hvid flame, ſet in faint yellow ſockets; his # - 
mouth breathed forth large volumes (folia Y .. 
ve preſume) of fire and ſmoke; and on his # + 
forchead was printed, in the black letter, 
properly punctuated << Hypeocify | Luſt ! 
Cruelty!” ol 
An Maria Auguſta, ſhricked — . 
| the might); the horrible: creature claſped her 
round the waiſt, and kiſſed her with great 
vociferation. Clottleberry flew to her aids Þ 
A loud clap of thunder was heard; the. cathe- | 
dral ſhook ; the . of che 
1 8 = 1 
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general paralytic affection; the motion, in 
2 twinkling, extinguiſhed their lamps; the 
"multitude, Clerks and Sextons, ſhot off in an 
inſtant. The place was one maſs of ſable 
ſmoke, and appeared to vomit flame with. 
ſome difficulty. The monſter howled, and 
withdrew into the yawning gulph ; and in his 
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exit, ſeemed to drag Ann Maria Auguſta 
wich him. It would not do; ſhe extricated 


herſelf, yet left a robe of the whiteſt lawn 
paper in his poſſeſſion. In a moment one 
wing of the richeſt ſplendour adhered itſelf ro 
the arms (not the ſhoulders) of: Ann Maria 

Auguſta, She darted upwards, crying, 
Charles! we ſhall meet above! an} was 
bot in the nunneries. 


| Ar the fume momenr the upper pare of 
1% the building vaniſhed; 
1 harmonious and delightful voices were heard. 
She was juſt entering: the rays dazzled all 
$ deſcriptions. Lord Clottleberry's eyesached; 
5 — | 


. 7 


| cloſe over his chin, ſneaking flily up to the 
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When he awoke, he found himſelf in the | 
chapel, proſtrate on the pavement. He 
could hardly think he had dreamt. The candles 
had been lighted for evening prayers during 
| his fleep; and a few ſtragglers were then - 
entering. Charles roſe; he had had no 
dinner, therefore bent his way towards a 
ravern, his mind fraught with his late ſomni- 
ſerous adventure. He already drew near the 
porch, when his ideas were arreſt%} by the 
perception of an odd ſhadow on the oppoſite 


wall. He looked round, and beheld a per- 


| fon habited in a large box coat, buttoned 


| receptacle for alma. Our hero's curiolity | 
nns excited: he imagined, probably, that the 
man's deſigns might not be very gracious ? 
towards the object he approached. . The 


from the ſtranger, who drew, from beneath? 


| ſhadow thrown by- the gallery, obſcured him 


his fleeve, a paper, which he placed in a 


hurry on that affair. He then retired with | 


« Th 
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This is ſore love buſineſs; I fancy I | 
r as my ſervice here cannot 
be wanted.“ He then proceeded a ſecond 
time to the porch; but on his attempting to 
deſcend a few little ſteps, his breaſt was 
aſſailed by the head of a Mr. —. The 
concuſſion of faces was fo great, that each was 
proftrate in an inftane. Lord Chee bel 
the FREED ſeized his ſword-ſtick. SF 


e How Sit! damn you, where were your 
eyes?” | 


e What the devil (returned the other, 
who now was erect, whom by his voice Was 
known to be Pelhembourgh) is it you, Clot- 
„ 
diately! “ | 


» Who? who?” . 
* Make haſte in, 2 they are juſt | 
= S = all 3 


_-: 
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all.” They entered once more the place 


cc Now,“ faid our hero, What is s all this 
about ?” 


Oh Charles! feaſt feaſt! my boy, fach 


picking! 1 have marked four already; all 
young; lovely, and langmſhing. Know then, 
that the pious father we heard preach this 
morning, took an abſtemious family dinner with 
| the Miſtreſs of the boarding-ſchool near us, 


| this evening, when he is again to hold forth. 


of worſhip; and getting behind a pillar,. 


and has prevailed on her, fry and all, toattend 1 


By the by, he teaches the miſſes where they |} 


of Rhodes, and other curioſities, equally wor- 


© It being now indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that 


may find the ſource of the Nile; the colloſſus 1 


| thy their obſervation, and his inveſtigation. | 


Wn 5 3 3 


de inſtructor; and this ſage man is all the 
nage. There is an old faying, © If you'll 3 
| ſeratch my elbows, I'll ſcratch your &c;” # 
| wp other words, * one good turn deſerves 1 


1 


is aware of.” 


« You ſcandalous ' thief, to Fu this 
| ſnowy character with a blot; befides, you 3 
kill two birds with one ſtone ; for, by men- 


tioning him, you lug the unfortunate ſhe 


ſhepherd into the meſs; but they, you may 
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another » for 1 underſtand that ſoinething| 
ſtands between this old Duenna and ber 
friend the geographiſt, more thin” the "wnny 


depend on it, will be all veiled, on purpoſe 


to prevent ſuch mas" 3 as 


yourfelf ſeeing. 


* come, by God!—keep d, 


LS * 


% o 


O hol“ 44 Lord Charles to imblfp? | 
« here we have it; 2 poor-box, love; 


and all.” 


The female levee proceeded up the. de 


- where the beaux were. tioned” „ 


2 


LW: * »? 
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nearly all paſſed the facred depoſit, (Charles 
Wh ts duate. of Gag 9nd hs , 
affair) when, in ſlipping in her mite, one of 1 
the ladies affected to drop her donation. As 
ſhe ſtooped to pick it up, the light flaſhed 
in her face. At the ſame moment, ſhe, with 
all the dexterity of one of the nimble-fingered 
tribe, removed the letter, crammed it down 
her breaſt, ſlipped in her money, and ſoon 
regained her rank in the proceſſion. Pel- 
hembourgh was not idle; for whilſt his friend * 
S was taking obſervations. he. ever and 

anon, caught a ſtraggling hand or two, 
which he kiſſed and complimented. 


of her who had ſecured the paper, he re- 
E cognized his fiſter Alice, and ſwore that the 
male part of the buſineſs ſhould anſwer him 
the contents of his epiſtle. The uſual inte- 


reſting debate took place between the preacher 


| and kae with this addition, he was more 
- © "RR - —-— =" opt 


in the troubled air; the pulpit groaned under 
reiterated applications of the fiſt; and the 
congregation kept up a conſtant fidger ; by | 
which means a perfect unity of parts kept 
each from appearing in ſtronger colours than 
its neighbour. The people evacuated their 
| feats, and as uſual, our two heroes lagged 
behind. The knight of the furtout quitred 
his concealment, and haſtened to leave the | 
church. Ere that could take place, Clottle- 2 
berry ſtopped him; * I demand your name, 0 
and contents of that letter.” -4 


« Of that letter? and | by-wher- exit | 

| do you make that impertinent demand?” 
— 8 By a title I am now aſhamed of; reply 
inftantly, or (he drew his Fword-RIek) your 1 
hall anſwer me with your life.” {| 


« No, that ſhall be the * Py 5 
word; tis rather a long anl wer de ſure. ſure. 
Come on ;—his ſtick was unfall... 


bx — 
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tterrogated Charles, What are you then 
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In this ſtate were things, when Montague 
Pelhembourgh thought proper to interfere ; | 
« High aloft in ambient ether waved the 
avenging ſteel;” — he ſtrode in between 


c Hold! Charles Clottleberry, remem- } 
ber, there is a proper place for every } 
thing :”—the ſtranger dropped his point. 
. < Clottleberry, he cried, © is it you? 
Charles, have you quite forgot to remember 

Henry 2 = 11 


Lord Charles was ; ſurpriſed ; they ſhool 
hands in the fulneſs. of their hearts :—but in- 


engaged in a clandeſtine correſpondence wich 
. my fiſter, whoſe affetions —” have ever 
been, and ſtill are, totally mine,” ſaid Henry. 1 
„ Come, let us adjourn to an hotel, or 
'- tavern, and you ſhall know every ding 
* l von” 3 


*. 
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a "RUIN NET that of Forteſque.” f 


« What?” faid Charles, furprſed « a, 
ce are you Forteſque ?—you!” 


J © Thefime; 9 | 
may have heard my hiſtory.” | 


At this very moment, the loudly 
| vociferated, Hollow, you there, come out, 
or may I never be buried, if I do not loc 
you in.” The two noblemen.” ew 1 
| 6 


Well, Ann Maria,” fd the Aunty. | 
4 « what do you think of ou®beaux? ſurely | 
pu vill own Lord Clottleberry is a decent 
SS = 5 child, he ſeems to vim. 


_ 
T3 THE NEW MONEY. 1 
to know more of 'you ;—little pimples have q 
become great ſores. But as for Mr. Pet ' 3 
hembourgh—Oh dear! Oh dear! did you 
mind his eye ?*''— What has he but one, 
Aunt ?” — oat] 


on 266 ants w 8 Miſs, if he had no 

place for any. Lord Clottleberry might as 

well have had none, confidering the choice 
| he's made.” = 


Pardon me, dear Aunt 1 dd fe Ns 
eye.“ 


They proceeded in filence ſome paces; 
the old lady could not keep it. © You did 
then fee it at laſt; fo bright! fo liquid! fo 
8 firiking ! fo blue! and fo wicked! as Iam 
what I am, if ever man ſhould—it ſhould be 

the Honourable Mr. Montague Pelbem- 
” bourgh. ' Wen pow, niece, I told you ſo—1 
en you fo: how quietly be plucked the ff 


& 3 \ 
as 4 +700 
r 
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3 tan he 
kiſſed me? If ever a man kiſſed another 
well, he did me that time! 


On rattled the clapper of this ſtricken old 
ewe till they gained an adjoining ſtreet, in 
which they dwelt. A whole mob of ragga- © 
muffins ſwarmed in ſuch profuſion, that 
| ſtopped up the way entirely. However, it 
in ſome manner opened, ſo as to form a cir- 
cle, and our fair footpads could plainly per- 
ceive a woman, whoſe figure appeared once 
to have been animated by reaſon; but from 
her geſtures, voice, and dreſs, a derangement 
of all might, without any difficulty, be per- 
ceived. Large poppies hung at her ears; a 
piece of turf was bound round her head, in 

which was birds wings arid pigeons legs. 
= Her face was of a ſtraw fallow colour; her 
eyes were ſunk very deep in her head; they 
MW had either a fixed ſtare, or they were wild and 
1 - unſettled. Such was this unfortunate crea- © 
1 1 (ts who, in a — voice, ſung the J 
A * GS. | BeboldÞ 
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| Behold! vile brutes of this creation, 
Her whom every mortal knows : | 
That wraps in fleep of long duration 


The moon I carry in my pocket, 
| The winds I garter round my knee, 
Enn raiſe life's embers from the ſocket, 


|  T unheededoft will got 
1 Midſt bleeding bones, or caldron's wablings,. 
: 2 Onthe light BE 


Still, ill, regard my proffer'd powers | 
| This may ſecure a joint of meat : 

| And this, compor'd in famine's bowers, 
| May 'xcite the fated man to cat. 


If any maid has loſt ber apron, 
Or whatever elſe it be 
| Theloſtreturn'd he II quickly fee. 


* 
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Faithful covers many a cheek ; 
Leaves a pleaſing veiny ſtreak. 


Then filent while this book I over, 
On each leaf a the fate of ſame t 
And as I tear it from the cover, 
Certain's fr d the mortal's doom, 


« Dear Aunt!” faid Ann Maria, © 
ſhe mad? 


« Mad! RT or Mungo | 
in April. I remember her a very decent 
creature ; but by her picking, ſtealing, lying, 
and ſlandering, ſhe's had a judgment. I am 
ſure ſhe is more fit for Bedlam than the open 
air, If I were Juſtice Addington, I know - 
what I know ſhould be done by her.” 2 


The eien den ds ul ts 
ſhe advanced towards the pair: ſhe frowned * 
5 * and then turned to her niece— 


4, = 
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Lady! lady | lady ! here, 


In thy pocket this leaf put : 
Torn from the book which mortals fear, 
Wrote in dirty juice with ſoot. 


lovely hand, and took the ſecret preſent. 
Impatiently ſhe now wiſhed to be home, to- 
read her fortune. Old Barbara faid, rather 
diſappointed at not being the firſt object of 
the woman's attention, Well, creature ! 
have you not any thing for me?“ Thi 
woman, rather vexed I ſuppoſe by ** 
replied, 


Ves lovely l yes! but you're too old 
I0o have your fate in ſecret told : 
L never give my leaves ſo nice 
To thoſe who've ſeen age twenty, thrice. 
I always loud in public tell 
Tue doom of thoſe, that hot in hell | 
322 
. breeches form'd — Wn | 


et 
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Du Pmaſtonith's at thy boldneſs, 

| Thyaftive warmth, and mindly colqneſi : 
A youthful lover, on whoſe lap 
| Thov'd fit and laugh, affect the loving ? 

| Alas | the fees are in the proving ; 

And, like a nut, remain at length, 

| Thoucould'& not crack for watit of ftrength. 
For ſhame! O lambkin of threesſcore | 
Thy ſpunky days are now no more : 
Think on thy death, tis more befitting, 
Than on theſe worldly pleaſures flitting :. 
And think Time's ſcythe will quickly reap 
That gem thou'rt ſeign oblig'd to keep. 


| Our auditor perſpired inwardly with. age. 


diſappointment, and confufion ; the mob 


ſported with her fate, and ſhe burſt forth in. 
the bittereſt imprecations, (rather bordering 
on the Billingſgate) againſt the unfortunate - 


propheteſs. She tugged Ann Maria Au- 


lodging, amidſt the hootings of the triumph- 
ant mob. When they entered the dining- 


* 


guſta's arm, and forced her way into her 


74 


— 


room, Barbara, in hopes of finding her niece 
in as bad a hobble as herſelf, © Come, girl, 
read what this impudent, lying, ſtreet-walk- } 
ing ſtrumpet has given you. I ſhould not 
| think of her inſolence indeed! Breeches— 

| apes—nuts— devil indeed; ſhe's a liar, | 
ud — Here Ann Maria Auguſta ſtop- | 
ped her, by proceeding with her paper: 


Ober thy reſt, and wants a meal, 
Not on mutton, beef, or veal— 
And loads of ſweets untimely waſte ;. 


Loſt for ever is his prize... | 
Well remember what this ſays 3 1 
Call to mind the ling ring days,, A j 4 
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Chaſte and gentle, full of love, 
If but moderate man poſſeſs 

One like thee, his hours to bleſs I 
That a ſecret glutton hovers 


High aloft it quickly flies, 8 


— * 
2 


The effect of the above lines was rather 
flattering to Ann Maria Auguſta; but in a 
6 
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Since ih adventure in the ſtreet, 
When you one more virtuous meet; 
Then, alas ! you'll plainly know, 
Virtue's never known by ſhow. 

A noted Gipſy, late of Spain, 

With bold aſſertion, dath obtain, 
That if a ſtone from any height 
Should ſeem to fall upon your pate, 
Rather wait th' impending blow, 
And ſtop, let it be ever ſo; 

For know, fair lady, tend to this 
"Tis ſomewhere elſe you'll find out bliſs. 


- 
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, | 
_ CHAP. II, 
it is his ground of faith, that all that look on him love him; 
OS ors. bs Bhs wil my revenge 5 — 4 


to work. 
Two Nanr. 


Tur ſexton and clerk having attended Þ 
their prieſt to his houſe, he diſmiſſed them 
with an air of authority proper, in which 
reſtrained meanneſs and affected conſe- 
quence bad a bard ſtruggle for the bY | 
. eminence; being no ſooner alone, than be 
looſened all the feigned thackles from his 
mind, he — on the 9—— = 
3 3 din 
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him by all ranks ; for what ? for being a 
* clever hypocrite. He rejoiced in his heart 

at the blind folly of the world, 


« Who,” ſaid he, © could have carried fo 
fair a front but myſelf ? I make. the world 
think I have paſſed the ordeal of youth with- 
out a ſtain ; that 1 have ſubdued the vio- 
lence of ſtrong appetites, wear temperance 
ona my ſhoulders, and am crowned with 
* piety. Miſtaken world ! I know myſelf—I 
am an epicure and a glutton ; I am luſtful; 
bold forth gigantic nonſenſe to my hearers,, 
and they are aſtoniſhed at what neither I 
nor they know any thing about. Do I not 
make virtue weave ſnares for itſelf? Yes! 
and do I not delight in the miſery of my 


elo creatures, from man to mouſe ? Oh, 


glorious thought! happy mortal that's bleſt 
0 with ſuch powers! I fee no one but myſelf, 
= whoſe mind has ſo much pre-eminence.—-* 
"Religion is my right; it cannot boaſt my 
| * cloak for man's ingenuity? | 


1 


44 xz NEW MONE- 


How well I can difſemble—T have latitude 

amongſt the moſt ſumptuous feaſts, and moſt 

deſirable woman in town. Who would ſub 
pect a clergyman, and me whoſe abſtinence? 
is ſo great? bread and water is, when abroad 
my only diet; and the world thinks my ref 
ſolution is not to be ſhaken. I tell them 
very coolly, I accuſtom my eyes to objects off 
temptation, and expoſe myſelf to ſeductio 


world, ſome delicious . 4 
| yon objet * o AY 


; | As be ſaid this, he fixed bis eyes upon 
5 picture of the moſt exquiſite collection 


things that could excite the mouth 3 
water, or the appetite to crave. A leg 
Welch mutton was divinely portrayed 3 | | 


9 3 
* 
* 
De. * n | 


Yet hold ! may not I uſe thoſe ſhafts with ; 1 
as much right againſt men? I will !—weF 
all are equally armed. Am I not human 1 
whoſe nature is prone to frailty and error? 


and deſire. Oh! could I but meet, in this | 
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1 1 months, had been the object of his increaſing 
; | wonder and adoration. He pauſed, and 


3 gazed on it with tranſport. 


| I "of elevation above worldly deſires. The 


What mutton is there!“ ſaid. he, after 
a ſilence of a minute: how the joint is 
done! what fat—what delicious lean ! how 
nice it hangs upon that hook ! can the piony 
= vie with the redneſs of the fleſh? Can the 
ü rival the pure whiteneſs of the fat? Oh 
if fuch a bit of mutton lives, and lives but 
for me | were I permitted to ſtick my knife ' 
ud fork into that luſcious morſel, and grind 
8. with my teeth the ſweets of that ſavory 
= breaſt! My Heavens! before whom could 
I refift ſuch temptations ? Should I not ex- ' 


change for a ſingle cut all the credit I have 


bor this thirty years gained. But Joſhua is 
WT. proof, when abroad, againſt temptation z—- 

be trial might be too great for common 
minds ; but not for one whowwears the badge 


aa ſhall never know me for what I am!“ 
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Nlere his reverie was interrupted by ber- 
ral taps at his dining- room er. f 


„ 


« Who is there?” 


gentle voice. LS, > | ; 


Enter, enter, my ſon!” 
The door opened, and Peter appeared ; 
with a ſmall parcel id his hand, —_ 
. : it was of brown paper. f 


Peter was a young man, who had obtained 1 
- the office of clerk to Joſhua; ſomething 
"Jung about him more that his cloaths—itl 
was a myſtery. His attention to his ſenio 
| profound melancholy, and rigid obſervance 
_ of what our preacher ſaid, attracted thei 
whole notice of his brother clerks. Hat 
ſeemed fearful of being recognized; he w 
bis neckcloth high above his chin, and a black 
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b over his eye; but what could 
be diſcerned of his face was lovely in the 
extreme. Nobody knew that he ever had 
father or mother; he was ſilent on the ſub=- 
9 ject; a ſtranger had recommended him, and 
provided bands, prayer- books, &c. : he was 
nerer ſeen with the other clerks, and was 
almoſt always by himſelf. When alone, he 
ſought the company of Joſhua with avidity, 
and was always paying him attentions; yet 
be always appeared like a hen with egg 
ſomething dwelt upon his mind that time 
would reveal. Our orator returned his aſſi- 
duities, inſtructing him in various branches of 
geography, &c. The youth's mind he longed 
do diſſect; but to him it was neceſſary to 
keep up his falſe character: he denied him- 
ſelf the ſatisfying a curiofity, which might *' 
lead to a diſcovery of his natural temper. 
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Pardon my intruſion,” ſaid Peter _ 
come to beg your aid for a friend of mine, 
en — afliaed in the laft 


© 7 
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1 
ſtage of a conſumption ; I know your pres 
will do more than a thouſand — 


9 Whatever can do, I'll do : where down! , 
| your friend live? his name and direction * 


3 ati clerk preſented a written © 


Tis enough; he may depend on me; . 


but what have you in that * Peter?“ 


* "Tis a trap; Reverend Sir, in which. 10 
have caught a rat; and as I knew it would 
be acceptable, I have brought it : will you 


m___ me to —_— it for you? : 


- -» = 
F *% 

. wa 2 
i 


-"* Your attentions are too much, Peter.“ 


peter diſpoſed of the little animal in af 


mall cage, numbers of which hung round 
the room. The prieſt was fond of rat- hunt : 
— converſe. $99 = 


_« Youlſ l 
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_  « You did not ſing at chapel this evening, 
Peter.” | | 

I was loſt in admiration at your diſ- 


courſe, Sir ; and ] think it never man Nogue 
but once.” 


He heaved a long, deep, and profound figh. 
When was that once?“ 


On the death of Mr. Weſley ; then you 

were more than mortal : would that I had 

3 RL _—_ 
T have eſcaped I”. 


= Sufferings ! what, fo young, Peter . 


5 6 | 
= and anger! they tear my life to pieces! In 
= this retreat I could be happy—but appre-. * 
benfion.—T have given up my all, abandoned 

buſineſs, the world, and its delights for ever; 
you are now my ſole delight and hope. If 
== 1 do not attain what I expe, 1 ſhall be a 


_ > 
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I am, and ever will be your friend, » 
Peter: what are thoſe ſufferings ? tell them; 
and if 1 can relieve them * 


Tou can relieve them; but if I tell 
them, you may perchance hurl me from your 
preſence as a weak mortal, and kick me down | 
ſtairs as one unworthy your ſociety.” E 


J conjure you, inſiſt, entreat, oblige.” 


« For the world's fake, don't aſk me.— 

Hark ! 'tis two o'clock—you muſt go to 

Mrs. Rod's. Good morning—it is impoſj- 
fible—I muſt leave you.” | 


| Joſhua haftened to Mrs. Rod's; he 
taught the girls geography, and their leſſons 
were heard in their turn. At laſt one beau- 
tiful unfortunate careleſsly permitted a letter 
to fall from her boſom, and was retiring, un 
eonſcious of her loſs. Joſhua imagined it 
to have been from her friends, and picked it it 
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up, intending to return it from whence it 

came. 3 
| | 8 8 -- 6.4 
Stay, Miſs, you have let fall, faid 

he. 1 | 

At that inſtant the firſt words he invo- 

luntarily read. Surpriſed at what he ſaw; 


the female ſcreamed, and — flew to re- 


gain it. 


« Hold!” 2 he, frowning this letter 


hall be 7 


« Then all is loſt! loſt! Joſt! for erer. 


The colour forſook her cheek ; fear laid 


violent hands upon her, and ſhe was obli- 


ged to ſeize on a writing-deſk for ſupport : 
there ſhe remained as if ſtagnated, whilft 


The preceptor read the following * TH 


A Ws 


My angel, your eſcape is fixed, 3 my 


Yeareſt, moſt adorable, and . Alice! 


= that engagement exiſted long before your 


$2 


to-morrow night, at twelve, I ſhall impa- 
tiently expect you at the garden-door. I 
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ing arms of thy love! Fly! fly on the wings 
of impatience, dear delight of my ſoul; this 
is the only means of ſecuring happineſs to 
| ourſelves, and nouriſhing that love, ſo lively 
glowing in thy youthful boſom. Remem- 
ber you have engaged to be mine, and 


have obtained the key, and a few hours will 
bring thee, ever-amiable creature, to thelong- * 


ated here. 1 oil for nothing = to il. 
your fituation, nor of prying companion, nor F 


malevolent reſentment. Adieu, my beloved 
Alice] my dear, my deſtined wife! re- 
member the appointed hour !” 


When he finiſhed reading, be firmly fixed 
his eye on the imprudent girl. a 


This ſhall I ſhew to the Governels," 
* F 


* 
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| More horrible than the loudeſt crack 

ſounded his words upon her ear. She en- 
breeches. ny 


« Stay! Oh ſtay! have compaſſion on 
me; I am young! Look, dear. Sir, with 
compaſſion on a girliſh weakneſs ; conceal 
my fault, for Heaven's ſake ; this ſhall be 
the laſt ; and, for the future, I pledge my 
honour my bebaviour ſhall be different.” 


« Very good indeed; what, ſhall my 
friend Mrs. Rod's boarding-ſchool be- 
come a receptacle for preparatory elope- 
ments? Should | permit this virgin ſociety ! 
to cheriſh ſuch an example unpuniſhed ?— 
No, baſe girl you have abandoned your- 
ſelf to looſe ideas; you have done the vileſt, 
| - worlt, nay, baſeſt of things. . where | 

is Mrs. Rod?” | 


Hold! 4 only _ 4 
you know the conſequence of fuch a. dif | 
TT "F * 5 "—_— 
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covery; the puniſhment which our governeis 
is pleaſed to inſſict is moſt tremendous and 


painful. Henry was maſter of my heart 


long before my return from the laſt holi- 


days; he inſpired me with a paſſion Platonic 
in the extreme; and I doubt not but that 
we ſhould, ere this, have been married, only 
for the wondrous goodneſs, and treachery of 
| relation, who ſeparated us. I believed 
bim gone for ever, and fo returned to ſchool. 
when this untimely diſcovery was planned. — 


You upright paragon of earthly virtue, pity- 


mel give me back my epiſtle, nor * me 
do inevitable puniſnment!“ 


7: Bold girl! experience will teach thee: 
-better—faſting, flogging, and working; the 
Firſt will teach you how to live ſparingly, an 
Wich economy; the ſecond how to bear cor- 
| poreal puniſhment and pain; and the third 


hom to gain your livelihood by induſtry — 


All theſe, 1n the end, will prove a fource af 
8 2 — SZ 


enn Rod?” | $4 - 


Alice. Angry, diſappointed, and deſpair- 
ing, only conceive her rolling on the car- 


FWT 
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e fo as to help you to forget any 
other profligate fortune-bunting ſcoundrel |} 


that may offer, or plan an * — Hallo! 
Mrs. Rod!“ 


« Mr. 8 dear Mr. Pentateuch, 
I beg, for God's ſake 


« Hold! peace, child; you deſerve pu- 
niſhment ; where is the governeſs? Where 


The door opened ; in walked- Mrs, Rod, 
with four teachers at her heels. 


Cruel, unfeeling monſter !” exclaimed 


pet, thumping her boſom, tearing her late 
learned taſk, in all the delirium of deſpair. 
The paper was given to the governeſs; the 
circumſtances of the diſcovery were made 


> 5 a- A - . y- 
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comes of your novel reading; away with her 
3 to the 1092s zing- room; tell the porter to tuck ; 
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power. to decide what penance the criminal ; 
ſhould undergo. As Pentateuch was na- } 
turally cruel, I dare ſay he would have had 
no objection to have performed the part of 
flagellator, as well as geographiſt, to this 
female academy. The face of Mrs. Rod 
grew red as ſhe finiſhed the letter. ; 


« Here's a minx! very pretty fine work 
indeed, Miſs; ſuch a thing has never once 
been ated in my houſe before. What, re- 
ceive a letter from a man! Who knows what 
may have been going on between you! Tm 
glad we've found the ſerpent ; I'll ſkin you, 
Madam; and we will ſhortly ſee whether 
this love can't be flogged out of you : this 


m ſhirt fleeves, for he ſhall kave a whole 
evening's work of it.” 1 
| - , Two of the teachers forcibly —— 


and lifted her from the ground, » en 
make their exit for execution, | 


— 
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are born to err; —and when man's weak 
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« What then, muſt 1 forcibly ſubmit ?— 
already do you drag me to that room, where 
numbers have fainted under your cruel pu- 
niſhment ? Oh! ſave me! ſave me! 


Then fternly looking at Joſhua, © Thou 
ſhocking, abominable wretch, you could 
have ſaved me—you could have reftored me 
to peace, and to the arms of him I adore: 
inſolent and proud in that falſe virtue, for 


virtue? What temptations have you with- 
flood? You are a coward, ſcoundrel! The 
day will arrive; — we ſhall all have our turn; 
—your's is not far off: you know your own 
weakneſs; but the devil will not let you 
own it;—crimes innumerable hang over you; 


—your gloſſy refolution is mouldering;—you 


mind is overcome! when loaded with de- 4 
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numbered, think on me; look on me ;— * 
deſpair of pardon ;—Heaven will do by you, 
as you have done by the wretched Alice“ 


Here ſhe fainted, and was immediately | 


conveyed to the flogging apartment, and tbe 
whole train followed in filence. 


3 heard her with attention; he was 
faipriſed at her penetration; he felt the 
force of what had been ſaid, for he was a 
cruel coward in his heart; he detained the * 
governeſs, and timidly yentured to pro- 
nounce ſomething in favour of the unfor- 


| tuanate. 


I mitigate my ſeverity | Sir, what do 
you mean ? not I, indeed ; the laws of my 
| ſchool are ſuch, that on no account will I 

mitigate it: no, no, this would be fine; 
| every Miſs without fear might fall in love; 
| ud I dare ſay in time would find means tg 
3 3 3 and then 
F 2 what 
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Ans lain 


the itch, or the ſcarlet fever in my ſchool, 
than one man: — why he is epidemic ; and 
I'll anſwer they would be eager enough to 
catch him. No, no, puniſhed ſhe ſhall be, 
and ſoundly too; ſhe ſhan't fit for a week 
after it we” 


Thus faying, ſhe haſtened out of the globe 


I have done my duty, and ſhould have 


liked to have done the porter's alſo,” ſaid 
Joſhua. 

He felt quite ſatisfied, ſince he had made 
uneaſy, and thwarted” the views of one who 


was on the point of carrying off the object of 
his love. 


on quitting the ſchool, he deſcended into 
a lane which led directly to the back of the 


4 
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No ſpot equalled it for beauty or cultivation * 


here and there were gravel walks with ba 1 
edgings; daiſies, poppies, and ſweet ſcented 
= jcflamine adorned in rich luxuriance each 
ttle plot; large leaden ciſterns, formed of rain 1 
and New River water, in ſoft evaporations 


cooled the air. The walls of the houſe were - 
adorned by bruſhes, brooms, mops, and old 


coal-ſkuttles. The hour added new ſweet - 
neſs to the ſcene. The full moon in vain # 
attempted to range through a miſty ſmoke | 
that covered the atmoſphere. However, it 
dimly managed to ſhed the brightneſs of a 
* trembling luſtre on a withered lime; the 
| waters of the ciſterns ſparkled in the fixer 
beam; a ſoſt breeze breathed the fragrance 5 
of a certain temple along the narrow walks, 
and a pig in an adjoining ſty grunted 
ſweet harmony from the ſhelter of a brick 
wall, that quite overſhadowed a large pile of 
dead fragments of trees, whoſe name, written 
neatly over it, proclaimed it a wilderneſs: 
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Rather deeper than the boſom of this 
little grove ſtood a grotto ; it was erected in 
its bowels, and was meant to be a hermitage; 
for needs muſt, when the devil drives, being 
as much like one as it was to a tinder-box.— 
| The ſtone walls were covered with thin planks, 
whole cracks and crevices were filled in with 
moſs and ſhreds of green baiſe ; chairs of rotten 
ſod, and a natural caſcade, formed by a com- 
mon ſewer, fell from a rock above. Shrowded 
in himſelf, the prieſt drew near the ſpot ; a 
voluptuous tranquillity ſpread languor 
through his ſoul, and he was equal to any 
thing. | 


He reached the hermitage, and was en- 
tering to repoſe himſelf, but it was already 

occupied. All along (as much as the 
ſmallneſs of the place would admit) lay a man 
in a melancholy poſture. Every one knows 
what conſtitutes that, therefore a deſcrip- 
bon of the attitude wanks be uſeleſs. The 


"Peter 2 
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Peter. He watched him in filence. The 
youth raiſed his eyes, and fixed them on the ö 
oppoſite wall (pardon me, reader, when I tell 
you this was alſo the te:uple once mentioned; 
= * is therefore obvious) 


Tes,“ ſaid he, © I feel all the wy of © 
my ſituation, and fce all the happineſs of 
your's. Oh ye! what a bleffing wound mi- 
3 de to me“ ; 


<6 What an ay idea peter: fad u Joſhus, 
entering at that moment. 


Tou here, Sir!” At that inſtant t he pul- = 
led up his cravat, and drew the bandage over i 
his eye; the preacher ſeated himſelf by him. 


Come, cheer up; what can poſſibly 
have made you utter ſuch a wiſh ; tis of all 
ſentiments the moſt barbarous and diſtaſte- 
tal. 55 | 
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« Thoſe verſes, Sir, which till juſt now 
I only diſcovered ;—the moon-light helped 
me out with them; and Oh ! how I envy the 
feelings of the writer.“ = 


0 As be ſaid this, he pointed to a ſheet of 
| writing paper, wafered with ſome care to the 
wooden wall, on which were written the fol- 
lowing lines :— 


INSCRIPTION IN AN HERMITAGE GROTTO.,. 
ox SHRINE or a CELEBRATED GODDESS. 
"= 2 It's all one! 
| Whoe'er perchance may read this reading, 
Let it be known that he is treading, 
os in the accents of good breeding, 


This muſt hear, 
That with a hurry, if receding, | 
| And runs near 


: Trlmis facred ſpot; here he may reſting, 

L No thoughts of worldly views infeſting : 
- 4 Here may be found, if he's in queſt in | 
: Relieve the body, without jeſting, : 


For 


64 


For well I ſaw, in many a bower, 


But ſwift departing, home muſt ſcour. 1 
It would be hard? * 
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No ſuch convenience of an hour, 


For ſudden impending ſtorms will lour— 


What would be marr d? 


In this Tone place I proſtrate holy, 
3 I daily ſee; 
Then to wy muſings truly holy, 

Down on my knee. 


This bricky ſhields me from the blowing, 
That liquid fiream, in cadence flowing, 
. the earth beſtowing 

What hunger craves 


| n 
As loud he rates, 


Here dwells content, and peace alone, 


And here a certain proverb's known, 
3 
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If well aimed; 
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Stranger, if full of pain and grieving, 
And what thou ail'ſt doth want relieving, 
Attend this ſpot, I'm not deceiving, 

Mach good it dos 3 
A | 
Will cure thy woes. 
mieses e canis be the thing, 7 
Perhaps loſt a penſion, place, or plaything z 
Believe me, friend, *tis all for nothing : 

80 fay we. 
Moyhap ths themed hy bottom bathing— 
Oh! dear me: 


Here ended the poetry, and a learned diſ- 
ſertation took place between Peter, the clerk, 
ud Joſhua, the * e ſo- 
1 8 by time. Then, reader, followed 
the plan monotonous of ſuch life, proving, in 
ſome degree, the unpleaſant fituation of 
14 ek fed on one ſelf-ſame dinner the whole 


Feter was not a little aſtoniſhed at theſe | 
3 obſervations ; but was glad :—in his heart he 


was 
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was a deep dog, and had laid his plan. The 
converſation became every moment more in- 
tereſting. At laſt Peter ventured to breathe J 
forth his ſorrows ; there was a filence. The 
pig, which, for the ſake of the narrative, 1 
muſt be allowed to term a mud lark, was juſt 
driven into its cage, under the brick wall! 
hard by, and poured forth a ſtrain ſo ſono- 1 
rous, that no baſſoon ever equalled. Peter 
raiſed his head, ind liſtened to lim with 


attention. 


Bs It was thus,” ſaid he, that my fiſter | 
| fat liſtening to the nightingale. She's dead? 
poor Betty! + patent coffin. received her 


limbs.” - 
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« What were _e ? let's have em. 


& It will excite your pity ; ſhe, Sir, was: 
reſolute ; nothing could conquer her * 
lutions. She alſo made puddings, Sir, the 
moſt delicate, moſt delicious, and moſt de- 
S firable to the palate poſſible; every one taſted 


und admired ; but unfortunately one man 
refuſed them. Fired at this, her determina- 
tion grew ſtrong : ſhe reſolved. He loved 


pies better ; they were good, delicious !— 
yet till my ſiſter would feign he ſhould taſte 
ber puddings. 


"2 *© One morning, very early, he found L 
means to eſcape from her father's houſe. 

"JF Arrayed in the attire of a cook, ſhe offered 
$ herſelf in that province, and was accepted: 


nnto his houſe. Now continually cooking, 
dy degrees ſhe ſtrove to introduce the elaſtic 


ES pudding ; he beheld the maid's defire to 


1 * pleaſe his taſte, and he diſtinguiſhed her 


3 thove the reſt.” 


| „But 
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ut did your friends never try to find | 
her ?” F 


« Ere they could, ſhe diſcovered herſelf} 
to be the celebrated pudding-maker ; being 
too forward, wiſhed to cram her maſter with 
them againſt his will. She made a large one 
in an unguarded moment; and whilft ſmoak» } 
ing, wiſhed him to cut it. Having dealt 
with the pie - woman, and ſolemnly vowed F 
not to eat of the other's manufactory, be 
drove Betſy from his houſe, and threw her” 
pudding after her. His ſeverity broke her 
heart ; ſhe came home, lay down, and died. I 


| 
« Miſcrable girl; her maſter was too era | | 


by one half. _— 

„Do you think ſo indeed? what do yuh 

think him too cruel by one half? 4 
do, from my heart.” | I 


If you pity her, how muſt you pity 
_—_— : = 


3 1. 

= 

1 
+=, 
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happy ; I will draw the curtain from my 
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Joſhua ſuddenly ſtarted: (F 0 
ings are ſtill greater my ſiſter had 
now, to be ſhort, I have none; no n 
the world to joun in my ſorrows.” "| 


Theſe laſt words were faid with an air a 
grief, that even artificial ſtone could not have 


deen proof againſt. The prieſt took Peter's 
| hand, and ſqueezed it. 


« I am your friend; I will lay aſide my 
auſterity to you, and will be your friend. — 
From the moment I firſt beheld you, I felt 
intereſted ; the ſenſations of an unknown 
ſomething fluttered in my boſom ; I found 
delight in your ſociety ; lay aſide then your 
fears ; ſpeak to me, and confide in me !” 


«© You can—you alone can make me 


heart, and tell you all! firſt—Ok! fi 
nay, I cannot—dare not.” 


« What 
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am, I fay ; how can I reaffure® 
__ _ .emberthe whole of my conduct 
ave treated you: to give up the plea - 
ot your company, Peter, would deprive © 
| life of what little pleaſure it may enjoy: 
ae you my hand, my honour, my any} 
thing—nay, I ſolemnly take my Bible oath.” | 


2 © On theſe conditions, that whatever may 1 
de my ſecret, you will not oblige me to quit 
Your ſervice till the time agreed is expired.” 


«7 promiſe it faithfully.” 


Here Peter produced a little pocket Bible 
: cording to the lateſt improvements on the 1 | 
method of oath taking. He had ſworn ! Þ 


4 


— . 
1 
= 


. any obey y you now,” ſaid Peter. —* * Lol 1 
Jeſus, bow I quake to name the word! look 
on me with mercy; let looſe the pr 


3 , "Su 


avenues to your heart; Prepare to hear they 
_ ſecret. 3 3 


feet, and, ſeizing his hand, remained a mo- 


c_T T_T 7 
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Here he threw himſelf at the 


ment filent. 


Dung this MY Joſhus? mind main 
all its cords as to hazarding conjectures on 


me awful event. Firſt he thought he might. | 
de Mr. Weſley's ghoſt; then the Dauphin 


of France; then the devil; and then Gene- 

ral Pichegru in diſguiſe ! yet it could be no 
ſuch thing: —firſt, be could be felt; ſecond, 
he knew nothing of the French tongue 
next, he had neither horns nor cloven feet ; 


and, laſtly, he could not be him, u he 


* , nas not here, yy there. 


Peter, cloaked with b agitation m the wind- 


| pipe, could, with difficulty, articulate ; the 
dig tear ſtood on the edge of the under eye- 
usa; he was in great uneafineſs—the peatly 


morſel precipitated itſelf from the lid, and 


S ran down his cheeks, whilft, in a faltering 
5 | voice, he exclaimed, « [ am a woman! 


EEE --——-—__\ 
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prieſt ſtarted, as this was the laſt thing 


Should have gueſſed. The words ated 7 


de part of a necromancer. Fixed firm as 4 | 


tze rock of Gibraltar, they lay, and food; 


Peter was proſtrate, and Joſhua was ſtand- 
ing; but recollefting himſelf, he took to his 
legs: the ſuppliant would have been blind 
not to have ſeen him; ſhe ſprung from her 
proftration, and ſwift purſued as faſt as legs ⁵ 
could carry her; overtook -Joſhua, and 


knees; he tried to get away, but could nbt, 
« Do not fly me!” ſhe cried « liſten, 
_ whilſt I excuſe my im 
knowledge my e Jam 
Betſy; you are her maſter.“ 5 i 


| He was firuck dumb at this ſecond co 
ſeſñon: She proceeded, © Think not that EF 
come to rob you—of any thing; no, religion | 
_ A th yo. wil bs Os; 


is 
- 9 


threw herſelf juſt before him: he ſtopped to 


3 whilſt I ac- = 
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is it for me to be the means of your turn- 
ing from the high road to virtue and tem- 
perance ? hear me, and you will perceive 
truth in what I have ſaĩd. Joſhua followed 
(I aſſure you he knew not what he did) to 
the temple or hermitage ;—they were ſeated: 
ſhe commenced—*< I ſpring from a credi- 
table family : my father was a celebrated far- 
mer in Wales; he died when I was yet 
young, and left me a pretty conſiderable for- 
tune. I came up to town, and reſided with 
my couſin, who had given her hand and per- 
ſon to a tradeſman of wealth and credit in 
the city. My education had been decent, 


1 ; and I felt my ſuperiority over her. I knew 
tube true beauti ligion ; I knew what it 


is to be virtuous, and could obſerve the vice, 
diſfipation, and real infamy, which diſgrace 
the minds of almoſt all our Engliſh youth. 

T heard you preach on the death of the moſt 
worthy of men ; I felt the elevation of your 
character; I kept my breath, leſt the noiſe 


ſhould cauſe the loſs of a — and whilft 
— 


. 


u 
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you ſpoke, your ſace ſhone brighter thas b 7 
braſs. From that moment my prepoſſeſſio x 
became ſtrong; I inquired reſpecting you: 
the reports of your knowledge, piety, and | , 1 
particularly ſelf-denial, captivated me. Mx 


„ 

reſolution was fixed. I dreamt of you night i. 
and day; and finding no other means to ac- A 
compliſh my plan, I aſſumed this diſguiſe: * 


my artifice anſwered my warmeſt expecta- A 
tions, and I have ſucceeded in gaining your 10 
eſteem. But my fear of diſcovery reſolved « 
me to make known to you my ſex ; I throw F 
myſelf on your mercy, on your goodneſs, and 
friendſhip. Ah! Joſhua, I am not de- 4 
cCeived]; you are as generous as I thought := m 
Tknow well you cannot driyg me to deſpair; | 


it is not in your power: Permit me to be 
your companion, that's all I defire—your |] 4 
friend, and to worſhip you in fact; and when 
e die, our bodies may or may not be buried 
in the ſame coffin; and if you have no ob- 

| jeftion, it may be a Patent one.” | 1 


54 q 
* 
Fr Y q 
LY þ 
6 * 
* 
* 
ol * * 
* : 
= - 
4 2 1 * . 
/ — 
wy 
# 
8 


THE NEW MONK. 73 


She ceaſed.— Joſhua's mind was now in a 
| ſtate of inſurrection; ſurpriſe at the ad 
venture, confuſion at the declaration, con - 
$ ſciouſneſs of his dignity, auſterity, and appa- 
rent ſe/f-denia/—all rolled in wild confuſion 
ia his reflection. His vanity had been played 
3 upon; ſhe praiſed his eloquence, perſon, and 
character, and ſacrificed the world and her 
ſer for him. I can't expreſs exactly how he 
felt: — however, by degrees, he came to him- 
Ly felf; he faw the impropriety of Betſey's re- 
V4 maining with him :—ſhe is a woman, ſaid he 
0] tohimſelf—the name of a celebrated comedy 
*! ruſhed into his mind, and invohantarily he 
muttered, in a Jow Voice, the wonder it 
1 would be if ſo. He forced an air of ſeverity, 
and puckered himfelf into the ſtarch Metho- 
dit orator. ng # 


Know, woman thy hopes ate fruitleſs; 
my permiſſion, that thou ſhouldſt tarry here, 
vould be inevitable diſgrace to us both in 
de eye of the Lord. Think you that I can 
—— ͤ 
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permit a woman to be my companion 2 no! 
Satan, avaunt ; tempt me not, though my 
reſolution is firm as the unſhaken rock!“ 


« I wiſh not to inſpire you with tempta» 
tion, reverend Sir; but my preſence, even as 
a woman, can have no effect on the paſſions 
of ſo conquered a mind as your's ; only for- 
get that Iam a female, and then what temp» F 
tation exiſts ? your friendſhip, preſence, and 
eſteem, are the ſummit of my wiſhes. I gaze 
on you as I would on a faint ;—no, my friend- 
ſhip for you ariſes entirely from the diſguſt” 
you entertain of worldly enjoyments. Oh] 
hurl from a mind li thine ſuch injurious? 
ideas; you diſhonour yourſelf !—no, too, tag 
firm a foundation have you built that virtue 
on: the moſt beautiful of women, the moſſ 
delicious of entertainments, could not ſhaken 
ſuch unparalleled ſtability. Then Joſhua i 
- deareſt and moſt exquiſite of Joſhuas, drive 
me not from your preſence ;—remember an 
oath.! a Bible oath | when broken, is ike: 
| head levered from a body!“ be 
|. « Youlſ 


Pim, -OLoCo ft _ Of > wma @ My 6 


my © Fy po tos 


pou will drive me to deſpair.” 


THE NEW MONK. 77 


« Your intereſt demands that I ſhould 
refuſe you : after vanquiſhing all the paſ- 


ions of my youth, and never taſting meat of 


any fort for theſe thirty years, I know I could 
fafely permit you to ſtay, nor have the leaſt 
apprehenſion for myſelf ; I know well the 
weakneſs of human nature, and you are a 


woman | my duty obliges me to treat you 
| with ſeverity. Begone! pack up your things, 


for to-morrow you muſt be off.” 


« To-morrow | and why to-morrow * 


—— — ——— 


« My deciſion, female, muſt be obeyed: 
it is the deciſion of one who places the 
higheſt confidence in himſelf. The laws of 
my character will not permit you to remain 
as my clerk ; I pity you, but will do no 
more —begone! | 


He uttered theſe words with a frown, and © 
* tone, and then attempted to leave her; 


23 the 


* » 
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ſhe ſhrieked, and caught him by the coal 
tail“ 3 a moment, and hear but 
one wo 


Leave go your hold; you know my re- 
{ oy | : | 


But half a word; nay, by all that's 
good I won't detain you longer.” 


e * 


as. 
* ways 


cc —— e . your affairs, | 
and hence to-morrow.” > | 


« Go, vileſt, moſt hard-hearted crocodile z 4 
but this, bo is ſtill left for me.” © 


As ſhe faid this, ſhe adden drew her 
ſciſſars from her pocket; ſhe rent open her 
waiftcoat, and placed the points to her bo- 
ſom. 


„This ſhall ſeal your reſolve, Sir.” 


Hold! hold!” faid Joſhua; he thought | 
_—_— worſe than all. 
; | « Nah 
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« Nay, Iam fixed, and am determined to 
cut out my heart, if you will not conceal my 
ſtory, and be my friend.” 


As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe opened the fatal ſciſ- 
fars, and prepared to ſnip. The prieſt's eyes 
followed the inſtrument, and he ſaw it on 
the point of being buried in her breaſt. (Re- 
member, peruſer, it was moonlight, and I 
muſt beg to be excuſed mentioning any 
thizg about what was ſeen by the Reverend); 
de felt odd, and cried, + Hold! live for my 
deſtruction ; I am overcome; and ſhot into 
the houſe ; threw himſelf into an eaſy chair; 
his mind was all hurly burly ; the ſcene had 
raiſed ſuch ſenſations in his breaſt, he did 


not know how to act. He knew full well 


the neat things that would fly about on the 
ſubject abroad ;—his public name might be 
loſt, as ſhe might tell her ſtory. On the 
other hand, it this was not the caſe, ſhe 
thould ſtay by all means: he remembered 
Betſy's flattery on the late tranſaction, and 
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on many things: likewiſe ſhe had an eſtate 
in Wales (for he was fond of money) ; his re- 
flection were numerous and undetermined ; 

his ſituation was almoſt without an equal; } 
he was oppoſite his favourite picture; it in 
creaſed new wiſhes, and as he — inen | 
ſibly ſunk to ſlumber, 


I don't think. an incident of ſuch a na- 
ture ever happened in England before, ox 
Could I have imagined any where elſe ; but I 
find 1 am miſtaken ; for, at tue 5875 ame ins | 
ſtant, day, and year, a ſynonymous circume 
ſtance happened in the capital of Spain, which 
ts nearly, and, I dare ſay, correAly handed 
down to us in a celebrated work now exiſt- 
fuſed, may be ſeen at large, page 116. My 
hero is now fleeping very found by his. 
ſnoring, ſo that 1 muſt now attend his 
dreams,” E 


During 


1 

1 * | 

id 
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During his ftate of torpor, Betfey ſtood 
before him. The preceding ſcene was again 
acted, only with the addition of proteſtations 
of eternal love, arms thrown about necks, 
paſſionate claſpings to the boſom, and un- 
counted kiſſes, that viſion diſſolved. And 
now his favourite picture preſented itſelf; it 
| ſeemed real; he approached it with his teeth, 
and found it eatable. Unable to ſupport 
the exquiſite delight, he' woke, and ftarted 
from his chair, in which he had remained all 
night. 


The morning brought him ſtrong argu- 
ments, that he muſt facrifice his pleaſure to 
his public name; it went againſt him, but 
be was determined ſhe ſhould depart. 


As he reflected on his fituation, he ex- 
claimed, © Alice ! Alice! the truth of thy 
predictions will out.” | | 


He went to diſmiſs Peter, and deſcended 
into the garden. He found the object he 
= „ -- - ----_— 
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ſought inthe grotto ;—Betſey was there. He 
ſat down by her, and began a remonſtrance 
- againſt her remaining with him; ending by 
informing her, that it was not in his power 
to permit her to ſtay a moment longer. 


Where are thoſe promiſes? where is 
your oath ?” 


« Betſey, I throw myſelf on your gene- 
roſity : I have eſtabliſhed a name as the moſt 


- detached man from the world ; and were I 


to loſe that name, my happineſs would be 
gone for ever. Your heart will inform you, 
were your ſtay here to be the caſe, what 
would be the ſtate of mine. 


« Well, I reſign myſelf to my fate,” 
replied Betſey. © I'll be even with him yet; 
he ſhall be ſubdued,” reflected ſhe. < Take 
back your promiſe, your oath, your every 
thing ; I will quit your houſe this very day. 
1 willretire into Wales, and ſhut myſelf fromm 
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the world for ever; but Joſhua, tell me, 
will you ever think on the wretched Betſey ? 
have you no keep-ſake as a token of your 
eſteem ?” 


« What Dia it be ** 


Something —any thing. One of thoſe 
daiſies will be ſufficient.” 


She pointed to a bunch of thoſe plants, 
which grew near the grotto. Here ſhe ex- 
preſſed one of the moſt Beautiful ideas poſ- 
fible to be conceived. The prieſt, unable to 
reply, flew to pluck the flower. Suddenly 
he uttered a horrid roar, and ſeemed to be 
_ precipitated with great violence againſt the 
ground ; the daiſy, which he had already 
gathered, fell from his hand. Betſey heard 
his cry, and flew to his aid. - 


For God's fake, how came you. ſo 
Anſwer, what has happened? 4 


« [ have received my: death,” he replie#. 
_ * Concealed amongſt the flowers lay the 
= SH. Pig, 


; - 
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pig, who, on my approach, ſuddenly ſtarted 
up, ran between my legs, and hurled me 

with great force to the earth.” | 


Here his bruiſes, and a fevere cut on his F 
elbow, produced ſuch pain, that he funk |} 
breathleſs into Betſey's arms. She rent the 
air, kicked and ftamped like mad, not daring 
to quit Joſhua. Alarmed by her ſhrieks, a 
quack, who had the garret, two ſervants be- 
longing to the houſe, and an old chair-wo- F 
man, then employed to do ſundry jobs, 
haſtened to the ſpot, and conveyed him to 

| bed. Joſhua's elbow was ſo ſwelled, that 
nothing can be conceived like it. The pain 
was acute, and he was almoſt delirious. 


Dr. Phial haſtened to examine the | 
wounds. The whole bed was ſurrounded z Þ# 
Peter ſtood, not the leaſt intereſted of the -Þþ 

» mob : he was afflicted 2 much indeec. 


The fargean examined the accident ;—heb | 


ſhook his head, on which place he pro- 
| + | nounced 1 
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nounced Joſhua to have a violent cobtulah; J 
the ſcull might not be fractured, but he 
doubted the brain had received an injury, — 

he pronounced the bumerus to be ſhook con- 
fiderably, and the radius to be conſiderably 
impaired by the fall; as for the digitary 
extremities manual, I can firmly advance that 
the palmaric tendons were ſtretched beyond 
their uſual length. Both the gentleman's 
knees, you behold, are bare to the ſkin, and 


his breeches have recerved very great — T 


indeed, if he recovers, it will bea ———+ 


ce Yip cader indeed,“ exclaimed the chair- 
woman; I never, in all my days, faw a poor 
man ſo cut. But, Doctor, how is he be- 
bind ?”? TO | 


« He could not fall backwards, from the 


| nature of the wounds,” wiſely added the fon 
| 495 — , 


« Is that the pig? interrogated the Do- 


tor, looking through the window, 


1 


34 
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« Yes, 'tis the fatal pig,” anſwered 
Peter. 


Ha! I ſee its ſpecies; it is what is 
commonly called a tartary pig: look at its 
ears ;—it's deviliſh in it's nature, and the laſt 

of the family. They are ſuppoſed to be a 

native of this country, but they are riot. 
The devil preſented one to St. Anthony, 
marked on the ear-with an unknown fign ; 
and this genus has been particularly miſ- 
chievous ever ſince. I will fend for ſome 

| medicines keep him quiet. 


n and ates he had 
| adminiſtered divers medicines, in ſugtry 
places, Joſhua dropped into a prefound 
ſleep. He was till in that ſituation, when 
| Phial and the maids came to inquire after | 
bim; for they were alſo intereſted for him, 
having directed them, as near as he could 
9 
— 
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The Doctor undid the bandages; and 
what was his aſtoniſhment, on diſcovering | 
that they were now reduced to meer ſcratches; 
that the blackneſs of the bruiſes had diſap- 
peared, and that nothing now ſeemed to ail 
him in the leaſt. The intelligence was made 
known, not only to the houſe, but his con- 


| . gregation ; who, on hearing of the accident, 


had ever ſince been rather importunate in 
their enquiries. He awoke ; all the preach- 
er's clerks and ſextons were now at his bed= 
| fide. Nothing afflicted him now but a little 
faintneſs, from the very great ſhake he had 
received. A few days rubbing between the 
ſheets was recommended by Doctor Phial, 
for his total recovery. He was once more 
left to repoſe, and Peter attended on him. 


« What till here, Betſey ? well, I did 
think that —." 


« Be ſilent ; talking is not good foe you | 
I am your nurſe, and have orders that you 


3 p i 
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| are to be peaceable ; and by way of amuſe- 
ment, I will play you a tune, with accom- 
paniments, on the bladder and ftring. It's 
a Welch inſtrument; I will go for it.“ She 
went, and came back: — What ſhall 1 
fing? | 


« Any thing; what you like, Betſey.” 


« Call me Peter, not Betfey. — Now ; 
Atench- | ; 


She then tuned her inſtrument, which was 
one of the moſt graceful fort ;. and from the 
initials on the top, could be plainly perceived 
ſhe was miſtreſs of it. She played a little 
wild air, by way of prelude, called the Bear 
and Steel Trap, in which ſhe imitated the 
roaring of the animal moſt exquiſitely. She 
changed her tune, and ſung the following 


verſes; 


. 


SAMUEL © 
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SAMUEL, GREGOR, AND GODINA. 


Pray believe what I will tell you, 
Of one Samuel Gregor's death ; 
On a bed of Holland he drew 
Long and deep his laſt cold breath. 


Then died the laſt of the houſe of 
Gregor, ſo this man was named i 

He then ſpoke to one John Rous of 
_ Qung-mire Hall, and thus exclaimedi= - 


«© Oh! Gadina, oh my dear one 
| Cruel zial une esa 
Seventy years I woo'd thee, fair one, 
| Veventy years thou knock d me down, 


And when now thy heart replying 
To an ardent fire like mine ; 
Cruel death my love defying, 


Ah! though old, I droop, d' ye hear me 
Pangs will never claim a ſigh; 
Cramps and grumblings daily wear me, 
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Lovely couſin, dear John Rouſ-y 
Man of friendſhip, firm and dear 
This my will, made in this houſe-y, 
Now my laſt petition hear. 


When my ſoul theſe limbs forſaking, 
And I'm in my ſhroud all faſt: 

Mind the man of undertaking 

Sends a patent cothn claſp'd. 


Item !--to Godina giving, 

Even by my dying hand, 

All the lands I held while living, 

T'wix'd Charing-croſs-y and the Strand. 
7 

nem twice a week fincerely, 

As poor Sam was wont to do, 

Twice a week, for one who dearly 


Let her pray, I beſeech you. 


| Couſin Rouſ-y now's the hour, 


Mark'd by fatal ſpirits, when 


Lo! regard, I drop my pen. 
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Maids and nurſes no more waiting; 
Doctors all away may hie: 

No more loving, no more hating— 
Don't, my deareſt Couſin, cry ! 


Thy kind fingers my eyes ſhutting, 
Yet one favour I implore; 
See that deep i th earth I'm put in, 
Feet that number three and four.” 


Thus ſpoke the noble Gregory; 
Soon his teeth were firmly cloſed : 
Greatly joy'd a full big ſcore-y 
Of Stock-Jobs he had oppoſed. 


Bitter weeping, Couſin Johnny 
Took from him his coat and ſhirtz 
Bitter weeping, Couſin Johnny, 
Neatly waſh'd them from the dirt. 


To perform his plighted favour, 
He a patent coffin got ; 
And did put in the poor dead ſhaver, 
Then ſcrew'd him down upon the ſpot. | 
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Sad was Couſin Johnny's feelings 

He roar d aloud, and made a noiſe: 
Alarmed much by his high ſqueelings, 
Confus'd the houſe in wild ſurpriſe. 


Aye he cried, how ſweet in manners z 
Mild as any home-brew'd ale 1 

Never did the ſtock -trepannert, 

Bouit his fellow or equale. 


Couſin ! Couſin! Couſin ! Coufin ! 
How ſhall I thy loſs ſurvive ! 
Coufin | Coufin ! Coufin ! Couſin ! 
Wherefore am I left dive. 


Joſhua gazed, and liſtened with admira- 
tion, on the ſongſtreſs. The elegance of the 
inſtrument, the ſubject of the poem, and 
che elegant church-drawl Peter had gained 


fince his acting as clerk, had a wonderful 


| effect on the Prieſt. He began to think 


celebrated comedy of the Wonder; and ſaid 
to himſelf, the proof of the pudding is in 


* A 
2 „ 

3 

TL 


whether he might not. He thought of the 


the cating.” He — full of theſe 4 25 
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| thoughts, and of the good name he had 
gained, which might, in one unguarded mo- 
ment, be irrecoverably loſt, Betſey believed 

he was ſleeping—ſo he was. 


« Now then may I gaze on him ; on one 
whoſe mind, if e'er ſo faint with hunger or 
with thirſt, would ſooner devour the entrails 
of his , and quaff his pureſt blood, than 
drink the juice of grape, or eat of pork or 
mutton. He fears my ſeducing him to the 
violation of theſe vows. Oh! unjuſt! how 
could it be? ſhould I fo long have hid the 
Joints of pork and beef, that my good Couſin 
fent ſo frequent? ſhould I, I ſay, have hid 
them, had I wiſhed it? No—many is the 
ſmoking relick that I have left, and hurried 
into my cupboard, when I heard Joſhua on 
the ſtairs. I know man's weakneſs; and 
they were too full of gravy for an eye like 
his. Happy image ! I know he regards thee 
with a look of earneſt pleaſure, (addreſſing 
the leg of pork fo well delineated, which 


J 2 Z _ 3 in his — had conſtrued into 


Welch 


3 
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Welch mutton)—'tis on you he gazes with 


admiration. I thought you would have in- 
fluenced my ſcheme, but you have only | 
retarded it. *Tis with ſelf-denial he regards 
theſe pictures! he often glances on thee, 


that he may withſtand temptation.” 


The Prieſt was faſt in the arms of ſlum- 
ber, when the door of his chamber opened, 
and one of the maids brought Peter in one of 


the legs of that unfortunate bird, over which 


Joſhua had fallen. "Twas wrapped in a 
clean napkin. 


« Lay it on the table, Hannah,” faid 


Peter ;—'twas done; ſhe ſhut the door after 
her. This is the pig—the fatal pig - — what 


he has begun, he ſhall finiſh.” 


She unfolded the towel, and was reſting 


her head upon her bladder and ſtring, which 


lay on the table, and, with fixed attention, 
ſtared ſtedfaſt on the ſwine's fleſh. He 


fuddenly awoke, exclaiming, Oh! that 


p 3 L 
Picture! 
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held, on the table of his chamber, an exact 
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Betſey ſtartled at the ſound ; ſhe roſe ;— 
and, what was his aſtoniſhment, when he be- 


reſemblance of his picture. The profuſion 
of fat and lean ſpread itſelf in gay meander 
through every part of the joint. Uttering 


an exclamation of ſurpriſe, Joſhua ſunk back 


upon his pillow, doubting whether he was 


awake or aſleep. 


Betſey affected to be ſurpriſed and con- 
fuſed ; and, on recovering herſelf, ker firſt 
care was to fold up the piece of pork in the 


cloth, and, in a low voice, addrefled the ſick 
. prieft :— 


« Accident has made you maſter of a aht 


wich I never would have revealed to you, 


but on the laſt day of my clerkſhip—Chriſt- 
mas Day. Yes, Joſhua, in me you behold 
the owner of that object; and, on beholding 
that picture, you ſee the original of it now 

on the table. Soon after I learnt your de- 


- | termination of never cutting meat of any 


3 _ tort, | 


. 
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ſort, I laid a wager with a female friend, | 
that before Chriſtmas Day your refoluting 
ſhould be broken, and the atchiever ſhould } : 
be me and my pig you ſtumbled over. [I 
knew the great delicacy of my pofſeffions, and * 
was anxious to know what effect they would } 1 
produce upon you. 


I therefore applied to the celebrated Mr. 
Charles, Royal Academician, ſworn Minia- 
ture Painter to the King, nec quicquid, &c. 
&c. at his ſhop in the Strand, to paint me 
a leg, as—an exemplary proof of the extra» | 
ordinary conſequence of the wonderful power 

of practice. Having with difficulty pro- 

_ cured a reſemblance, which was called $ 
ſtriking, I ſent a Jew with it to your 
houſe, and underſtood, to my great fſatisfac- | 
tion, you admired and purchaſed. 


Judge of my feelings, when I heard your 
opinion of it. I was an eye-witneſs to the 
| praiſes you beſtowed upon the painting. I 
= had you in = power—but really thoſe ar- 


; =" ' / 


SY 


guments you uſed againſt indulging in uſe- 


der the third.“ ä 
1 
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lefs luxuries totally overthrew my intention, 
and I became yous fervent admirer. Yet I 
forbore to wield againſt thoſe, arrows which 
yourſelf had put in my power ; I have now 
revealed this ſecret ; tell me, will you till 
drive me from your preſence ?” 


The Reverend was not a little ſurpriſed ; 
he ſeemed like an aſs between two bundles 

of hay ; firſt regarding the lady, then the 
pork ;—having a ſneaking reliſh for both, 


dis good name ruſhed into his mind. 


Tour declaration aſtoniſhes me, ſaid 
he; © I cannot yet reply—leave me to my- 
ſelf—I want to be alone.” 


* But Sir, dear good Sir, permit me not 
to leave you altogether till to-morrow.” 


Lou ſhall—but you are too hard in- 
deed—you ſhall ſtay por. two days ; remem- 
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He fighed; his ſneaking kindneſs fog. N 
her began to foment.— She left the apart» F 


ment; he was now alone., Anxious for her 


departure, and that of her poſſeſſion, yet BY 


wiſhing the ſtay of her, and that of her poſ- 
ſeffor—Joſhua's boſom became a circus of 

confuſion. At length his attachment to the 
perſon of Peter ſeemed to gain the victory. 


«© Yet,” ſaid he, why cannot I withſtand 
theſe temptations, as well as St. Anthony 
did that of the devil; St. Cuthbert the 
beautiful woman in the ſhape of an oyſter; 
and St. Dunſtan the monk? and why can- 
not I withſtand thoſe of a joint of meat, and 
a beautiful woman? — yes, ſhe ſhall ſtay !"? “ 


He was now totally recovered; he 2 
well ; Betſey and her lark ſtill occupied bs 
fancy; he preſſed her to his boſom, and wy 
already on the point of ſatisfying his deſire, 
when the faithleſs form diſappeared, and left 
in his embraces the ſavoury leg of pork. * 
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The morning dawned—he awoke—aroſe- 
and dreſſed himſelf ; his houſe was thronged 
with enquirers, and his mind was haraſſed 


dy continually anſwering, © I am better, 


God be thanked 1 Fatigued, he bent his 
ſteps towards the grotto ;—Betley was 
there; ſhe was thoughtful and reſtrained ; 
of courſe the converſation was not fo plea- 


ing as it might have been. She requeſted 
. Joſhua's leave to adjourn to her chamber; 


he attended her to the door, and informed 
her, by the way, of his reſolution, that ſhe 
ſhould remain as long as ſhe thought fit with. 
him. There are many dangers between the 
cup and the lip, and both the girl and pig 
were tempting ! At this declaration ſhe ap- 


peared quite unconcerned. This added ad- 


ditional fire to Joſhua's increaſing appetite ; 
he licked his lips ;—the door was ſhut upon 
her, and a halt-inch deal leparated her from. 


his _ 


He did not find himſelf, as it was now- 


near bed- -time, inclined 1 to — but threw: . 
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up the ſaſh, and gazed on the moon. if ſhe 


had been in the change, I don't know what 


he could have done ?—He regarded the 


riples and twinkles on the ciſtern all com- 


bined to create ideas relative to his fitua- 


tion ;—what can be more natural !—He 
reflected how he puniſhed himſelf to keep 
up appearances—that, from his own folly, 
he was obligated to go to reſt ſupperlefs, 
and without a companion. Numerous 


et ceteras filled his cogitations, when a loud | 


knocking at his door was heard. He opened 
the door. 


* Ob! Mr. Pentateuch, run, for Henvend 


ſake !—young Mr. Peter! Dr. Phial ſays he 


is taken dangerous, and he requeſts your in- 
ſtant preſence. The Doctor has ſeen him; 
he has taken ſomething which bas affected 
his bowels.” 


Joſhua flew to the chamber of his clerk, 


W d fat with a night gown on, in an 2 
3 chair. | 


« Ab! 4 
o 1 
N . * Y * * 


THE NEW MONK. 101 


„ Ah! 'tis he!” 3 e —“ leave me, 
my friend Hann 


They were now alone; — the bandage was 
taken from Peter's eye, and diſcovered a 
lovely face. The prieſt began to ſwallow his 
ſpittle z—he was enchanted. 


4 Oh my Betſey !' he cried ; what have 


you done ?—has — nth leni de 
the eue? 


« Puh | Sir, I feel myſelf much better; — 
| but hear me, which, if I die, remember. 
Dr. Phial pronounced you moſt terribly 
maimed and bruiſed. Whilſt you ſlept, I 
looſened the bandages ;—and, as there was 
no water in the room, I licked off with my 
tongue nothing but dirt, which had cauſed 
the black appearance ;—and I ſuppoſe the 
plaiſter, cerate, or what not, which had been 
applied to the part by Dr. Phial, gave ſuch 
a ſevere cholic, that really I am now in con- 
_—— pz.” BS 
= = « My 
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My God! live but for me, Betſey,” J 
cried the prieſt, whoſe reſolution, by degrees, 
ſeemed to ooze out, and catching the tip f 
her little finger, kiſſed the nail. A 


e I ſay again live for me! adorable !” 


l can refuſe you nothing ;—let me unveii 
myſelf, Joſhua ;— ſince we parted laſt at the 
grotto, I have ſeen the folly of your ſelf-des: : 
nial, and now inſiſt on your eating that which 

you behold, and which, I am conſcious, in 
ea if diveſted of its 83 you 


Ea 


r — i 


- favour, your deſſert ſhall be a better diſh. 
The prieſt would have been a ninny in us 

extreme not to take her meaning ;—but to} 

take her at her word was another affair 

thought of his good name, and made tai 


= 


cold — pr if you grant me the 4 
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« Amazement !” he exclaimed ;—* can it 
be you that ſpeak. I cannot I muſt not— 
It would not do (fo he continued his excla« 
mation). But live, Betſey—live.“ 


« Withdraw that curtain, Reverend, 
then ;—it is not cut tis hot and nicely 
* roalled :—if it remains till to-morrow, twill 
be cold, and fall a prey to fly-blows and bad 
ſſmells.“ — Oh! let it then be eat to-night; 
k'et it be eaten while yet it's wholeſome, and 

FF deſerves thy knife. Then will I attend thee, 
$ behind thy chair ;—I'l bop thee ;—your 


© And will you 156 steg think/ef 
nnn talk of it ?” 


„on hes, yes, yes! that ſaiff is my 


aſſurance remember the deſſert! 
.* - . q £ 5 
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This had a great effect upon him; for he 
was very fond of one thing, yet more fond 
of another ;—like Cæſar, he had paſſed the 
Rubicon; and he reflected that a man 
might as well be hung for ſtealing a whole 
FP, ſheep, as a quarter of lamb. 1 | 


The hour was night ; all was filence in the 
room ;—the beams of two mould candles, of | 
fix to the pound, darted their light upon | 
the ſmoking ſupper, which ſpread a delight» | 
ful and engaging ſmell. No prying eye, a 
curious ear, was nigh ; the room door was 


„ faſt, and nothing was heard, except the fiz- |, 


"Zing joint, as it cooled. Joſhua was in the 1 
full vigour of his appetite, for he had not 


taſted cat for ſeven days, and his guts be- 
gan to think his throat was cut; — he ſaw 
before him a rich, luſcious, well · dreſſed leg 
aof pork, floating in its own gravy, the cauſe 
of his late tumble, and the property of one 
for whom he equally panted. He fat upon 
the bed ;—he — at the ſight. | 

_ Wm | 


THE NEW MONK. 105 


| Who can wonder if he yielded to a double 
temptation ?—Faint with hunger, he leaped 

from his ſeat ;—he ſeized the carving knife 

and fork ;—he. flaſhed furiouſly at the 


joint ; he forgot his vows, denial, and good 
name ; he remembered nothing but tho 
double pleaſure, and the 3 


« Joſhua! Oh my Joſhua !“ fizzed the 


« Delicious | Oh; delicious l“ ſpluttered 
Joſhua, and crammed a lice into his mouth. 


„ 
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CHAP, 111. 


— Here's a ſtay, 
«© That ſhakes the rotten carcaſe of old death 1 


* Out of his rag. 
6. m1 JOHN, 


Henzv Mountfordington and Lord 
Charles proceeded in ſilence to the hotel wih 
due prudence — indeed what every young 
man of any thought would do; ſor he treated 
Henry with a little degree of ſtiffneſs, ll 
the myſtery of the late adventure ſhould be 


Wales Tavern, and fat down in one of beg 


developed. They arrived at the Prince f 


roy 
boxes in the Coffee-room. Lord Charles 
drew off his gloves, which he put in his 
pocket; hung up his hat, and ſaid, * that it 
was his eſteem for his ſiſter, and the honour 
of his family, obliged him to treat Henry 
with that coolneſs : but, as he obſerved be- 
fore, there was ſomething clandeſtine hover- 
ing over it, that muſt be brought to light; 
te beſides,” he added, Henry, I think you 
tell me that you now are called Mr. For- 
none” :* 
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I do,” faid Henry; *© and have you 
never heard that appellation mentioned = F 
told you of it? 


e Yes, my aunt wrote me word, that 
a fortune-hunter, ſo called, had found 
means to introduce himſelf into Welford 

Manſion; that he had inſinuated himſelf 
into my fiſter's good: graces, but luckily, it 
having been diſcovered that the property he 
thought was her's, he found to be mine. 
: The intelligence made him alter. his motions, . 4 
F 6 8 and 
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and the day the lovers fixed for an elope- 
ment, he diſappeared, and has not ſince been 
heard of. And,” continues ſhe, "ny 
{pare the horſewhip ; he is a dirty fellow, 
and I have reaſon to to apprehend . 
more than an affection for my niece was the 
cauſe, for I miſſed ſome of my plate. Miſs 

Alice finding her loſs, which, by the bye, is | 
an odd expreſſion, nothing would ſerve her, 
but ſhe faid ſhe would go abroad, and retire 
into a convent, I knew ſhe had been 
reading Abelard and Eloiſe ; and, on pur- 
| poſe to prevent ſuch romantic nonſenſe— 
No, Ma'am,” ſaid I, « the foregoing ſhall 
prevent that; you t ſhall retire to Mrs. Rod's 
Boarding School, and there remain as long as 
] pleaſe. Oh! I muſt not forget, this fel- 
low ſaid he was your moſt intimate friend.” 


„L anſwered this by ſaying, © 1 knew no 
fuch perſon, and was happy ſhe had got rid of 
him with leſs loſs, both to her and myſelf.” 


tog 
In this,” ſaid Henry, «1 eafily can 
diſcover the malicious and ill-natured falſe 
Lady Margaretta's character; every word of 
it, my friend, is fallacious: forgive me ſot 
thus ſpeaking of your relative, Clonlebevry, 
The miſchief ſhe has done me is hardly ever 
to be replaced; and when you have heard 
my ſtory, you will be convinced of the truth 
of my 2 and the Wen ** 
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He os began the narrative, in he 
following manner: 


Ma of Lord Henry Moundfordingto. | 


« On leaving Oxfard, at which univerſity, 
1 underſtand, you remained a year after 1 
- quitred it, I immediately ſet out upan my 
travels, determining firſt to make the tour of 
our own countries, before thoſe of any other, 
My father's ſtrict orders were, that my rank 
ſhould be.concealed, and that I ſhould ap- 
pear in no other character than , 
eleman. 


. — . | ? . : i 16 ys 
EN « Lord 
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Ge and had 2s mack ae 
able levities, luxuries, &c. He never fre- 
quented gaming-tables, clubs, or warch- 
houſes: in ſhort, what a young man ought 
to be, he was; and this is one of his obſer- 
vations: Henry Mountfordington,” faid he, 
« you will afterward feel the benefit ariſing 
from this temporary deprivation ;. now every 
one receives you without any diſtinguiſhed 
attention from the reſt of thoſe gentlemen 
| who may ſurround you ; they know not your. 
- title, therefore their adoration to an empty 
name, that would inevitably be paid, does. 
not exiſt—it exiſts but for your virtues. 
Fou likewiſe are out of the reach of thoſe, 
any thing like a nobleman; on the whole;. 
you travel cheaper, and can, as a gentleman, 
viſit and ſee the ſame, as if you had been a 
prince. There is a friend of mine, who made 
to-me the other day a very good remark, 
ie that all diſtinctions are uſeful to men, only 
as they are to act in public; and yet,” fat, 
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he, © Edin ion ane nom 93 | 
end or diſcrimination. Thoſe who are ambĩi- 
rious to appear in courts, place their views on 
firſt is rated very high, and generally reward- 
ed in coin. The ſecond is never (now. | 
faſhion: but the third is wanted to ſupply 
the firſt ; and being the more ſolid founda- 
tion to work upon, ismoſt commonly reward- 
ed in name. It is a ſhocking thing when 
honour and offices are given, that ſuitable 
education and talents cannotaccompany them. 


Nothing, my dear friend, can be, in my opi= 


nion, honourable to a man, but acts of worth 


ſor the title of a good man is a degree above 
the higheſt appellation of rank; and he who 
little or no penchant for che empty and em- 
barraſſing word, your Grace, Lordſhip, or 
Highneſs :—theſe names, let me add, are no 
inſtance that there is any ſuch difference in 
thoſe who bees them ;—no ! it reſts in the 


* NT e 1 


144 THE "SEW, MONE.- 


I took the Duke's advice, and left Eng- 
land, under the name of Forteſgue. Only 
one truſty attendant was my companion. 
Ireland, and its curioſities, were now my 
object. Dublin was my firſt ſtation; I 
ſound the people hoſpitable to embarraſſ- 
ment ; not extremely poliſhed, but free and 
friendly ; ſo much ſo, that they never parted 
Vith yu tillyauy ſenſes were totally abſorbed +: 
in claret, l left the inhabitants with greater 
pleaſure than if they had been not quite fo 
| prefiing, and bent my courſe towards the 
| north. I was highly delighted with the 
mp.way. The grand object now was, the f 
Giant! Cauſeway ; and as I intended being 
rather particular in my obſervation, from its | 
| natural ſituation, I determined to ſpend alt 
— aR_R = 
* — {| 
« « During, 2 


« 7 way, intending to proceed that night to Bei- 
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During the time the chaiſe was prepar- 
ing, I obſerved a ſplendid equipage, attended 

by four domeſtics, waiting at the door of the 
Bull and Threadpaper. As I looked out of 
the window, I obſerved a lady- of great ele- 
gance, attended by two females, get into the 
. which inſtantly drove off. | 


« T enquired, and found it was an Englith 
Counteſs, that had been on a viſit to the 
Dutcheſs of Leinſter.” — 

| then both are to cr o their manſion in. 


nn 254 teeth þ 4: ahi” 
x a neat contraſt, and was, undoubtedly, of the 
coach ſpecies. The horſes were lean as rata? 
and their harneſs conſiſted of rotten ropes 
and ruſty chains. The driver was not much 
better ; and os £ aways Re to be acconne- - 
; dating, 1 made the beſt of a bad bargain, And 
chen the beſt of my way to the Giant's Cauſe- 


— 
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| faſt. My hopes were, however, fruſtrated, 
ſor our vehicle could not bear the jolting, and 
broke down. This happened on a bleak and 
barren heath, and I was not a little ſurpriſed 
to find that it rained with great violence, 
and twilight began to ſtalk forth. Being in 
vain for us to think of either proceeding, 
or returning, What can be done, my honeſt 
fellow, faid I ?” 


Zy Jaſus, if your Honour will take my F 
advice, come along immediately to the foot }F 
of this hill, nene Brian Mur 

* ner as a eas you plate 
| r | 7 
a little cabin; but your Honour muſt put uß 
With it. In the mean time, I will take one 

—_— pd. 
to mend the chaiſe.” | 


. 8. 
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along the road at every pull. We reached 
che cottage; it was built againſt the cavity 
of an amazing precipice, whoſe head over- 
hung the little building, which was com- 
poſed of mud and ſtraw. It was almoſt 
quite dark, when our guide knocked at the 
door. A voice from within, in a ſtrong Iriſh 

accent, anſwered, .* Who's there?“ 


Patrick M<Guchen, and a gentleman's 
ſervant, and his maſter, come to ſee the 
Cauſeway, and ftay all night ; for the chaiſe 


7 —ůͤ — 
| - himſelf, with a tarred rope, by way of a can- 


dle; he gave our poſtillion a hearty wel- 


e, and then addreſſed bin ef to me— | 


| © Weds. news has like to. fre the 
Cauſe way in the dark; or will you wait till 
the rain is over? you age et mahag z; wile * 
in. I took you for ſome. of the Defenders; 
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for there are ſo many rogues, and White - boys, 
and thieves about here, that there is no 
knowing them from gentlemen.” 


« 'Thus ſaying, he ſhewed us the inſide of 

his houſe. In the centre of the room was a 
| fire, the ſmoke of which found its way 
through the roof, at a hole made on purpoſe 


| forit. Round this was placed benches, or 
rather roots of trees, and large bags, filled 


with potatoes, by way of ſeats. In one cor- 


ner ſtood a hog and a goat; in another, a 
huge mountain of :the root juſt mentioned; 
and through the ſmoke I could diſcern a 
| door, or rather hole, that led, God knows 
where. A female, who I thought was the 
wife of the peaſant (yet ſhe ſeemed to be 
rather better bred apparently than the gene- 
rality of the Iriſh I had ſeen), got off her 
ſeat when I entered. 


e This is the beſt of our accommodations, 


and if you can make ſhift with a ftraw bed, 
and clean blanket, teat 
| bare 


| 


| 


In 


: 4. Is as Fad 


| I hope they have had good ſport —1 do, in 
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have one each; and by my ſoul, nobody 


more welcome than your Honour. Come, 


Fanny, get ſome ſupper for the gentlemen; 


here; tarow fome freſh turf on the fire; che 


travellers are wet, no doubt. 


« The female roſe haſtily, and executed 
his commands with ſome melancholy ;—her 
face had that caſt—it was wan and thought- 


ful; her eyes were dark and ſparkling. 


* On the contrary, our hoſt was healthy, 
flrong, and robuſt, and appeared to be about 
forty. By this time the poſtillion was ready, 
being well primed with whiſky, to proceed 
for Belfaſt. He left the cottage, and went 
to an adjoining hovel, where the horſes were 
depoſited, 


ce The peaſant, as he put his head without 
the door, ſaid, © Tis a bitter cold night, and 
pelts a few rarely. I wonder where my lads 
are the gale's freſh, and blows in ſhore ;— 


troth, 
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troth, begin to feel uneaſy for them. 1 would 
not loſe theſe boys, Sir, not for all the north of 
Ireland :—you know we muſt all live, and 
they know their trade as well as the beſt, 
Willy can feather an oar with any one, and 
Jack can throw a net with the beſt of you.” | 


During this converſe, a loud noiſe 
was heard, which echoed along the ſide of = 
the precipice. | NY 


p My ſons, 1 hope; —“ and the cottager 
ran to the door. | 


te The noiſe continued; and the trampling 
of horſes, and the ſudden ſtopping of a car- 
riage, announced the arrival of a conſiderable 
number of viſitants. I now began to think 
it was the faſhion to ſee Iriſh curiofities in 
the dark, and waited the concluſion of the 
ſcene, to diſcover the 1 intentions of our new A 


arrived, 


« They” 
* 
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.« They enquired how far it was to Belfaſt ; 
and on finding it too diſtant to reach in com- 
fort that night, they begged permiſſion to 
remain where they were till day-light ; it 
being very ſtormy, and beſides, the Defenders, 
who frequented that country, made it alto- 
7 unſafe travelling. | 
| 55 
«© My hoſt ſaid, he really was afraid there 
would not be room, as an Engliſh gentle- 
man and his ſervant were already 3 in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the apartments. On hearing this, 
though politeneſs is not the characteriſtic of 
England, yet I ſtepped forward, and offered 
to make a transfer of my berth to the lady. 
It was accepted, and I inſtantly handed her 
out of the carriage, and found her 'to be the 
fame whom J had ſeen at the inn I had not 
long fince left; and on aſking one of the 
ſervants her name The c 
ford” was replied. | 


| | 95 5 
»ILdonduted the fair into'this our man- 
fon, and ſcated her on the cleaneſt and largeſt 
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bag of potatoes. She thanked me for my _ 
civility, and we entered, by degrees, into 
converſation. She faid that adventures of 
this ſort were pleaſant enough now and then; 
it put her ſo much in mind of ſcenes in 
Novels and Romances, where fatigued tra- 
vellers, drearv nights, bleak heaths, humble 
cottages, and honeſt peaſants, make up the 
ingredients for the incidents. 


We were Lied by two young 
men opening the door. 


0 By Jaſus,* cried the firſt, * it's all 
over; the houſe is full of ſtrangers.” 


What! my boys,” ſaid our hoſt, <1 
thought the weather had been too much fort 
you :—well, what luck Rave yew hed 2 WH 


is your fiſh?” 


© Oh!” replied the eldeſt, recovering his 
ſurpriſe, © in the boat, in the boat: but you 
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ſeem to have had rare luck indeed 7 what 
all theſe at one haul * ED OR 


© You mult forgive this, Madam,” faid 
the father, © my boy is always merry; come, 
lads, you can light a fire in the cave, and my 
lady's ſervants and you may ſpend the night 
there merrily.“ 


© My lady ſhall have your room, ſuch as 
it is.— Come, Fanny, ſhew Madam's gentle- 
woman the chamber. They withdrew. 


«© The two ſons were tall, and —_ 
young men; yet I could diſcover an arrogant, 
booriſh kind of wit in the one, whilft the 
other ſeemed diffident, obliging, and more 
ſenſible. They threw off their huge boat 
cloaks, and the eldeft, with great coolneſs, 
drew forth a pair of piſtols, and an immenſe 
kniſe: they were depoſited ; the young- 
eſt ſighed as he drew forth his, and then 
ſhaking his head, laid them on a kind of ſhelf, 
nat far off. 


„„ „ — 
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cc You fiſh well armed,” lad I. 


: Yes, indeed,” Laid John, * for w 


have a long way to come from our boat, and 


it's well to be armed coming over the hill; 


for ugly accidents are common here.“ 


= few.” fiid the Coun, * me thats 
thieves about here? 


© Why no, Madam, not juſt direct 
thieves; but they always prove ſo in the 
end : Defenders they call themſelves, cruel 


as ſavages.” 


, I hope you are armed, Sir,“ addreſſing 
* 0 


— Si did not like ſuch an interrogation, ſo 
replied in the negative. I obſerved the 
youngeſt ſhake his head. I apprehended 
ſomething, yet was ſilent. V 
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« Well, Sir,” continued John, I am 
forry for that, for we are not ſure of a mi- 
nute. Why it was but yeſterday in the 
evening they took a poor farmer, and ſwore 
he had ſome arms ſecreted about him. All 
he ſaid would not convince them: they 
rummaged his houſe, tied him between two 
boards, and ſawed him in ſmall pieces. 


ce It was undoubtedly horrid ;— from the 
oddneſs of the thing, I could hardly re- 

frain from ſmiling ; and,” faid I, © are they 
permitted to do all this without any check? 


Here Fanny returned; her ſtep-ſons, 
for ſo I imagined them to be, withdrew to 
one end of the room, and converſed in whiſ- 
pers together. It was not my buſineſs to 
liſten, therefore I permitted them to whiſper 
on, without ceremony. The Counteſs, from 
the late converſation, began now to be rather 
uneaſy, She expreſſed her apprehenſion, 
that her huſband would be anxious for her 
arrival, and had intended to fend one of her 


6 2 | tervants 
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ſervants forward without delay ; but I in- 
formed her my poſtillion was going that 
night to Belfaſt, and if ſhe had any thing to 
ſend, I dared to ſay he would deliver it in 
fafety. 


« But Pat,” ſaid I, © how comes it that 
you are not apprehenſive of theſe land 
pirates L | 


„ have 2 large family, your Honour; 
nine mouths to fill, beſides your humble ſer- 
vant's, and muſt not mind trifles. 


Our letters were given ny and he left 
the cottage. | | 


The Counteſs ſaid ſhe was fatigued, and 
wiſhed to be ſhewn her place of reft. A light 
was given to one of the waiting-maids, and 
they diſappeared. Whilſt Fanny was pre- 
_ paring for our ſuppers, I alſo requeſted to be 
conducted to my apartment, fuch as it wa. 


John bid me follow him. We proceeded 


_ 140 


© through the hole, or door, I had already ob- | 
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ſerved, and turning to the right, advanced 
along a narrow paſſage, formed out of the 
ſolid rock. The chamber allotted to me was 
of the ſame architecture, and J could diſ- 
cover a ragged aperture on one fide, that 


ſerved by way of a window; but as the 


night was dark, I could not diſcover whether 
it was ſky or ſea I ſaw through it. My at- 
tendant ſtuck the light into an earthen 


bottle, aſking if I had any further com- 


mands. No !—1 was now by myſelf ;—aad, 
from the ſtrange actions and myſterious con- 
duct of the family, I began to be apprehen 
five for my ſafety. I took the candle, ot 


rather burning rope, and approached my 
bed ;— twas mere ſtraw, and one ſingle ear- 


pet rug. A three-legged ſtool furniſhed the 


Whole room, and a piece of ftraw matting 


hung in graceful feſtoons over my elegant 
couch, by way of curtains. As yet I could 
perceive nothing by which our real fituation 
could be aſcertained. Suddenly I heard 
ome one through the window hole ;—he 
03 ſeemed 


126 TAE NEW MONK. 


ſeemed walking up and down, as if i impa- 
tient for ſomething. With the help of my 
wooden tripod, on which I mounted, I could 
plainly perceive my hoſt Murdoch, pacing 
ſwift up and down—ſtopping ſucdenly— 
liftening—then look round, damn his foul, 
and ſet off again. At the ſlighteſt noiſe he was 
attentive. I now heard the ſteps of another 


approach him, and, in a moment, ſpied my | 


friend the poſtillion, who ought then to have 


been many miles off :—I now dreaded ſome- 


thing from this conſpiracy, and bleſſed my- 
ſelf for being fo lucky as to be able to over- 
hear them. 


Well, Pat, what the devit's to be done 
now? They are very many and if we | 
could but rid em of their incumbrances, | 
without ridding them of their lives, I ſhould 
be better pleaſed ;—for they are all Engliſh, | 
and you may be ſure they'll be miſſed— 
beſides, we have not hands enough—and 
here is my ſon Willy, damn him—he s | 
uh - ; averſe | 
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_ , averſe enough to ſmuggling ;—and, from the 
| way he acted, when we doſed them two ex- 
ciſemen, I would'nt truſt him, by my con- 

ſcience. God! I'm afraid they will be off 

fafe, for tis near morning.” 


ov _ 8 ) arena ad =” w 


| Aye, aye, ſomething muſt be done ſoon. 
By Jafus, I have it. I'll be bound to fetch 
at leaſt half a ſcore of Defenders here, who 
| will ſoon do the buſineſs ;—Tll tell 'em that 
|} they are Engliſh going to Dublin, with or- 

ders to give no quarter ;—and the devil's 
in't but I think they'll give none. They 
ſhall bear all the blame ;—we'll ſwear em 
black.” 


* 12 ** * 6 


© But then the money !—the money va 
they will be off with. it all, for their pains, 
and we ſhall be taken up as the murderers.” 


Oh! that I'll ſoon ſettle ;—they ſhall 
go to the cave amongſt the ſervants, and cer- 
tainly we can manage the reſt ;—and who 

: #4 = ns 
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will have the advantage then ?—Faith, the 
Engliſhman is fine and rich ;—his ſervant 
told me at the inn, he always had four or 
five hundred pounds about him.” | 


Well, well, be of ;—I muft take care 


of Mrs. Fanny and Mr. Willy ;—for they 


won't do, Nn 


« « Theſe two pretty raſcals now ſeparated 
the one went one way, and the other another. 
You may judge what my feelings were on 
this diſcovery. I was afraid to think ;—all 
was horror deſtruction ſeemed inevitable. 


I thought, indeed, this was an adventure 


| mance for prong wiſhed myſelf in Eng: 
land once more, for I was curſedly fright» 
ened : — however, I determined to be deſpe- 


tion 


but not as the Counteſs likes now and 


rate, and ſell my life as dear as poſſible. I 
left my bedchamber more melancholy than I 
entered it. nenen 4 


„ 


* 


thouſand times, and all my hopes of eſcaping 
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tion ;—Fanny was leaning thoughtfully on 
her elbow, and the two ſons were engaged in 
2 converſation that the youngeſt did not 
ſeem altogether to reliſh. I took my ſeat 
in ſpite of all my endeavours, I was not able 
to conquer my fear. I muſt have looked 
pale ;—I anſwered incoherently ;—it was 
obſerved by the eldeſt fon ; but I attributed 
it to fatigue. The Counteſs and I con- 
verſed on England, and ſhe gave me a polite 
invitation to her houſe on my return. 
Never was a poor devil in ſuch a flate as I 
was, to be ſure. I damned the poſtillion a 


now centered in his not finding the fiendiſh 
gang : yet there was a ſomething about 
the hoſteſs that told me I could make her 
my friend. She did not feem to be Mur- 
doch's wife, nor that of either of his ſons 
I wiſhed for an opportunity to be alone with 
her. She left the apartment ; — 18 
an opportunity, faid I to myſelf — ſhall I 


follow her? Murdoch would be 1 


1 Iwill 
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I Vill—I will, at all events.” I had juſt fixed © ? 
this in my mind, when he role ſuddenly 


and followed her; I ſuppoſed it was to inform 
her of the helliſh plan — nor was | deceived, 
for ſhe returned evidently confuſed, pale, 
and ſeemed to gaze wildly on us, as if every 
moment was to be the laft ſhe ſhould be- 


hold our forms. From this ſymptom I 
judge it did not quite meet with her appro- 


bation. I had now a diſtant hope ;—ſhe 
deſired the young men to attend their father. 
We were now quite ſilent; - the Countels 
ſeemed to be a little aſtoniſhed at the going 


in and coming out ſo frequent. She hoped 


the good peaſant was not ill.“ 


Not at all, Madam, and then was 


ſilent. She raiſed up her head, and looked 
ſttedfaſtly on me ;—all was chilling peace 
Murdoch entered. My heart ſtruck with 
redoubled ſtrength and quickneſs, and invo- 
luntarily ſtarted. He was ſorry he had been 
ſo long away, but ſaid he was planning where 


e 
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the domeſtics ſhould ſleep to-night, arrang- | 


ing their ſupper, &c. 


* 


* You damned liar!' ſaid I to myſelf ;— 
« We ſupped ;—during which time our 


hoſteſs would frequently mutter ſomething 


to herſelf in æ low voice—ſtart—and then 
eat very faſt. She had occaſion to leave the 
room for ſomething, when the ſcoundrel Mur- 


doch addreſſed himſelf to me You muſt 
not mind Fanny ;—at times ſhe is odd, and 


talks queer fluff nobody knows any thing of 
but herſelf. I have had much ſorrow on her 
account, and ſhe likes nobody but my 
youngeſt ſon. Indeed he is grown quite 
idle, and talks as much fooliſhneſs as herſelf. 
She learnt him to read, and he is now for 

ever at it, and good for nought elſe.” 


5 Here he was interrupted by her entering 
once more; — ſhe caſt an indignant look on 


him, and then frantically exclaimed, with a 
fixed countenance, gazing OY on | the 


_ Counteſs and me — 
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« There is no ſafety for you but in flight; 
The people are determined ou your doom ; 
And now come on to execution. 


« She ceaſed ;—you may conceive how 
furpriſed I was at hearing ſuch language from 
one whom I thought an ignorant woman, 


Lady, faid the hoſt, © ſhe frequently talks 

in this way, and will run on for hours, but 
I never mind her.” © She touched me with 
her foot, and ſaid, — hs 


«© But when the buſineſs of the world comes on, 

Joftling between ambitious intereſts 

"Tis then, in the great voyage of our life, 

As if our veſſel ſtruck upon a rock; 

| Each ſhifts a ſeveral way to "ſcape the wreck, 

Aud link or fwim, my friend; nay, plunge him doum, 
So by his ruin we get ſafe to ſhore.” 


« ] here felt the force of what ſhe ſaid, | 
and could plainly perceive her madneſs was 
feigned ;—but how one of her learning could 


come there, was to me aſtoniſhment. The | 


5 


two young men entre. 
5 8 « What, 
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© What, Fanny,” ſaid the eldeſt, — at 
your old trade. Oh ! you want to be locked 
up again, I ſuppoſe.” 


Come, come, brother,” ſaid Willy, you 
are always tormenting the poor girl when 
ſhe is unwell.” 


© Never mind—never mind ;—here, go 
fetch ſome whiſky, and let's leave her to 
herſelf ;—ſhe'll come about again. There, 
take the key, Willy ;—let it be the beſl, that 
we generally give the exciſe officers, to keep 
out the cold, when they are after the * | 
elers.” 


His ſon roſe with much reluttance— 
Come, quick ;—don't let it be faid old 


Murdoch is needy of his liquor, though you 
may be ſo of your labour. 


* 


« He returned with a caſe bottle, which 
our x hoſt uncorked, and made n 8 4 
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gens full of hot whiſky punch. The Counteſs * | 
received the firſt, and being urgently prefled, 
{ſwallowed a conſiderable quantity. I appre- * 


W hended ſomething, and it was confirmed by 


| for; 5 as I knew with it # — as new 


Fanny's ſaying, 


&@ ———A cordial draught, 
| A noble and preventing remedy, 
To free our bodies from all pain, 
Our eyes and ears from being witneſſes 
Of all thoſe cruelties, which are deſign'd, 
Contriv'd, reſerv d, and wait for weary mortals.” 


J took her kind remonſtrance; I was 
juſt going to apply it to my lips, when the 
| youngeſt ſon ſaid, © Stay, Sir—do have a full 
mug, however.“ 


280 ſaying, he took it from my hand, and 
unperceived by either father or brother, he 
dieꝛxterouſly exchanged it with one he had. 
Placing the half empty one near John, he 
gave me a look of aſſurance, and I drank to 
the coming marn, which I anxiouſly waited 
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courage, and they new fears —ſo far was 
well !—I ſhuddered for the fate of the 
Counteſs, who, by this time, ſeemed heavy, 
and, by degrees, fell as faſt as a church. I 
affected not to notice this circumſtance, and 
continued eating ſome oaten cakes and 
milk, with as much unconcern as poſſible for 
a poor devil in my fituation ; for I am fure 
no condemned felon was in a greater funk. 


« Mr. John ſeemed rather to eye me with 
ſome diflruſt, and he and his father would 
often talk in their own dialect, or language, 
and I ſeemed to be the object of their con- 
verſation. I knew not how I wes to act, 
expecting every inſtant the driver, with the 
gang ; and fearing, on the other hand, left 
they ſhould ſuſpect either my male or female 
friend, and ſacrifice them alſo in the forth; 
coming deteſtable ſcheme. 


In this horrible juncture, Fanny once 
again uttered another warning — 5 
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4. If thou would'ſt ſave the commonwealth from ruin, 
| Ceaſe to be active in the fate affairs ; 
Diſſemble well, and torpid to th* obſerving 
Multitude ; feed on their nature, mark deep 
The growing tempeſt of our realm; yet 
Seem to flumber, when thou'rt moſt awake 
On this—On thee we reſt our laſt reſource ; 
And if it fail, tis but to die; 
And that I've meditated, ſtudy d long, 
Nor fear it e en a ruſh 1!" 


« ] waited a minute or two ;—took a piece 
of friendly advice, and dropped off as found 
as if nothing was to happen. 


He ſnores at laſt !—damn his body, I 

| thought he never would have gone off, 1 
began to think he had got the wrong liquor,” 
laid the benevolent Jack ; — and he ſhall 
have a nice birth between the two exciſemen 
before dawn. Father, leave him to me; 
I ſhould like to kill an Engliſhman ;—you 
touch up the hdy ;—and potatoe-hearted 
Willy ſhall diſpatch * man band Oe mans. 
or 1 wil him.” 


* Ab! 
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] © Ah! but,” ſaid old Murdoch, do you 
think we could not, without murdering the 
poor ſinners, get hold of the ſtuff, and be off, 
| and then they may wake when they like, 


and we ſhall be far enough by then.” 


No! no! dead men tell no tales ;—ſe- 
cure the portmanteaus, and do you be off to 
| the maids and men. Have they had the 
| ſnoring whiſky too, father d 


ſleep theſe ten _— though the world was 
on fire. 


| © Yes! yes | they are all faſt, and would 
| «+ Damn me, but I don't half Rke this 
job, Jack: —I think we had better not. 


Here his youngeſt ſon expatiated on the | 
aft they were going to commit, and Fanny 
— FEng to the murderers. 


Z « Puh! 4 your kt | 
== may both go to hell ; leave me, and I'll 
——————————<— 
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do the buſineſs, and pocket the * 
Come, be off to the others.” 


They quitted the houſe, and, as I ſup» 
poſe, went out to wait for the reſt, whom 
they anxiouſly expected. John was now 
alone. 


© By Jaſus,' ſaid he, © I'll have no in- 
truders ;'—ſo he faſtened the door, mutter- 
ing to himſelf, damn their cowardly fouls.” 


« The filence of Fanny, I ſuppoſe, made 
him forget her. Juſt at this juncture a con- 
fuſed noiſe of horſes” feet, and mens? voices, 
made him draw off for a little the final com- 
pletion of his reſolution ;—he was then 
whetting a large knife on a brick ;—the 
ſound could not help being dreadful to my 
ears; — nor was it in my power to prevent a 
cold ſweat from bedewing my whole frame; 
and, to add to my pleaſant ſituation, our 
1. in terrific low e- accents, 


— 


© - f | 
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4 exclaimed, * My God _y are now loft 
indeed.” 


« All was quiet again, and I heard Mur- 
doch fay, © Yonder is the cave ;'—and the 
trampling, by degrees, ſunk into a deadly 
ſtillneſs. 


© Now for it, muttered John; I hope 
he won't make as much noiſe as the fat ex- 
ciſeman ;—how the hog roared!” 


I heard him go to the ſhelf, where he 
had made a depoſit ſome hours fince. The 
good Fanny touched me, and whiſpered 
Now ! now !'—I uncloſed my eyes, and be- 
held him with his back towards us ;—he had 
taken down one of the piſtols and was ad- 
juſting the priming. This was the critical 
moment !—I ſprang from my ſeat, and 
ſeized him in an inſtant by the ſmall of his 
legs. You may remember the great ſtrength 
I polefſed when at college, from my lifting 

the 
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the brewer's horſe out of the ditch. I now 
felt that bleſſing ; and before the villain had 
time to recover his aſtoniſhment, I had drawn 
his feet from under him with ſo ſudden a 
jirk, as to precipitate his forehead with ſuch 
force againſt the wall oppoſite to where he 
was ſanding, that his head was daſhed into 
a thouſand pieces, and he expired without a 
groan. After this neceſſary, but neat act of 
murder was atchieved, our refuge now was 

in flight. | 


| « Haſte! haſte !' fad Fanny, of t'will be 
too late.” | 


| « Tas no ſooner ſaid this done. 1 
mounted the ſleeping Counteſs on my 
ſhoulders, and, followed by our faithful 


| hoſteſs, we hurried to the door, where we ; 


mounted a couple of horſes, the property of 
the new arri ved gang, and I placed the ſleep- 
ing lady before — galloping with all ſpeed | 
toms glad. God bleſs ſuch a cauſe. | 


way, "F 
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way!” ſaid I to myſelf, and dug my heels into 
the horſe's ribs, for ſpurs I had none. As we 
darted paſt the cavern mouth, where the 
unfortunate domeſtics were ſlaughtering, I 
could not but hear—Oh horror I ſaw !— 

the crimſon torrent guſhed, like a ſtrong 
ſtream, out of the cave, and rippled acroſs 
the road that we paſled. Nobody can ima- 
gine but myſelf how I felt. The wretch 
Murdoch heard us fly paſt ;—he ran to the 
door, wreaking with blood; —in one hand 
he held his ropy torch, and in the other a 
large pruning hook, which, as he ſhook it at 
us, the liquid gore trickled ſlowly down his 
arm, that he had bared for the occaſion, up 
to the ſhoulder. | 


* We are betrayed !' he ſhouted, © but 
will be revenged . 1 


% We ſped like arrows; and had nearly 
reached a valley, when Belfaſt ſteeple burſt 
upon our fight. Fanny looked back. 


| Ta 5 


THE NEW MONK. 


15 


God, we ſhall be murdered |! 1 


The ſcoundrels were certainly not far 
off, and gained upon us every ſtep. We 


redoubled our exertions, and were ſoon met 
by a numerous affortment of gentlemen and 


ſoldiers. The foremoſt, who ſeemed to act ; 


as guide, checked his ſteed. 


Stop! ſtop ! my Lord—'tis Fanny,” ſaid | 


he, and inſtantly leaped from his horſe, and 


embraced her ;—but how was I ſurpriſed, 
to recognize in him—Murdoch's fon, Willy. 


© Where is the Counteſs ?* cried one more 


voice eagerly ;—* is ſhe not with you? 


« He ſtopped, « on ſeeing her lay ſenſeleſs _ 
in my arms: — he caught her 1 in his ;—* ſhe 


1 ſleeps, ſaid J. 


They come!” ſhe exclanaied — a 1 4 


© God be thanked ! ſhe's ſafe,” returned * 


- The | 
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be company now diſcovered the ban- 
dttti approaching ;—chace was given ;—the 
villains fled like chaff before the wind, and 
our preſervers followed as ſwift. — The 
ſtranger I gueſſed was Lord Welford ;— 
and our company made the beſt of their way 
to the town, accompanied by Willy and the 
domeſtics, We were there in a ſhake, and 
fafe lodged in comfortable apartments at the 
inn. Damn the cauſeway,” ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, as I aſſiſted in helping the Counteſs to 
her room. She was conveyed to bed, and a 
phyſician ſent for to preſcribe ſomething, in 
order to countera& the fleepy potion.— 
Fanny had the care of her, whilſt I attended 
Lord Welford, and recounted every parti- 
cular of the adventure. The foldiers were 
now returned, and had taken our kind hoſt 
and the whole of his friends.—By their 
account, they ſurrendered, after a ſlight ſkir- 
miſh, and forced Murdoch's fon to. attend 
i} them to the ſpot where the horrid tranſac- . 
| tian had taken — * of the male 


ſervants 5 
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ſervants were ſtill breathing, though ſhocks+ \ 


ingly mangled. The remainder, with my 
poor valet, had fallen beneath the [words of 
the villains. 


The cottage was next ſearched ;—the 
maids were fafe wrapped in the arms of 
ſlumber ;—and, on making a thorough ex- 
ploration, innumerable caſks of different 
liquors, &c. &c. were found in hollows of 
this rocky habitation ; likewiſe, the bodies 
of the two poor exciſemen, or rather their 
remains, for time had almoſt demoliſhed 
"their forms, and hardly any thing was viſible 
but bones and cloth. All being ſettled, 
and the ſcoundrels in proper cuſtody, | 
now thought of ſatisfying my curioſity re- 
ſpecting Fanny, who, with much * 


CcC.onſented to my requeſt. 


9 I was born, ſaid ſhe, in this very 
town :—my parents were, and I hope fill!!! 
e. R of 6 3 c s f 


gedies—of poiſon, death, and daggers and 
almoſt always awoke vociferating ſome ex- 
tract or other. This was my regular ſtate 


7 
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yet, inform you of my real name. However, 


having received a good boarding-ſchool edu- 


cation, and having taken a great profuſion 


of romance, novel, but particularly theatrical 
reading, I found my mind always in a ſtate 
of efferveſcence, and ready enough to ſeize 
on ever ſo trivial a circumflance, by which 


any romantic adventure could be produced. 
I was flattered, both as to my perſon and 


knowledge, by all the beauxs in the place ; 


they made love to me with ſpeeches from 


plays (knowipg I was fond of theatricals) ;— 
I anſwered them in turn, and in ſentiment : 
according as I felt. Every action of my life, 


at ibis time, had a ſmattering of the ſtage. 


My bed- room ſeemed more like a range f 


ſcenery than a place of reſt, and I never ex- 
'tinguiſhed my candle without a quotation 


from Othello, Put out the light, and 
then. I ſtepped into bed dreamed of tra- 


vol. 1. 5 
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of exiſtence, when a young gentleman, who © 


lived not many miles from this, preſented” 


5 — oO 
r 
A 
* N P 
IF 9 
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himſelf at my feet. I accepted his proffered 


love, and found in him every thing I wiſhed; 
for he was as fooliſh as —— 


Our loves went on in due and regulat 


methods, interſperſed with little circum» 


ſtances, in imitation of the parts of Pyra- 
mus and Thyſbe. Elopements were plan 


ned, and fruſtrated on purpoſe. At laſt the" 
joyful day was appointed for the completion 
of our happineſs. His houſe being near” 


Carrickfergus, the ceremony was to be per- 


formed there; and I, fool that I was, would 


not go, as another mortal would, peaceably 


by land, but muſt needs outvie Cleopatra, 


and go by water. My boat was decorated 
in the moſt flippant manner: I had fails of” 
- ſhot white and crimſon ſilk; and I paid” 
fourteen guineas a day for children, four” 
years old, naked, to fan me, with little bel? 

lows ;—all the floor or deck, for it was not” 
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very large, was covered with ſteel filings and 
" roſe leaves, which, being both pleaſing to 
the eye and noſe, produced kind ſenſations 
both for the optic and olfactory nerves, 


« Maids and watermen, in rich attire, - 
worked, and ſung, in ſoft ſtrains, around. —I 
was reclined on a couch of blue and orange 
taffeta ; and the whole of the object, at that 
period, delighted me beyond expreflion, - 
particularly as it was conveying me to the 
arms of a fainting, ſighing, anxious, waiting 
ſwain. We went right before the wind, and 
nothing could ſatisfy me, but the being placed 


in a little boat, moſt richly decorated, that 
pitched in gay pride at the end of my barge. 


I got into her with ſome difficulty - that was 
nothing! for my intention was to celebrate, 
in poetry, the beauties of my veſſel's ſtern, 
in which I intended to introduce that of my- 
ſel, —Well ! the paper was ready, and pen- 
eil cut, which, by the by, was contained in 

a fver aſe, 1 made in form of Miſs TOR, 
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{as I admired her works much); and W 
I uſed this inftrument, it ſeemed as if the 


image wrote with the great toe of her right 
foot. I was ſcarcely ſeated commodiouſly, 


when a ale ſprung up. I thought this ro. 


mantic. The boat was comfortable, and an 
enchanted bark ruſhed into my mind :—the 


gale increaſed, and fo did the fize of the 
waves:—the romantic then began to oO e:: 


but it was too late; a crack, louder than 
the earthquake at Liſbon, proclaimed that the 
rope which faſtened my veſſel to the ſhip had 


given way. ſcreamed ;—in a moment they 


| were far off—they attempted to regain me, 
but in vain. I drifted, with ſwift neſs, out 


to ſea, and they were totally loſt from my 


fight. What were my thoughts then, Sir 


periſhing with cold, were now what I had to 
expect. I curled my romantic ſpirit a hun- 


dred times, and learnt, but too late, that ! 
poſſeſſed wholly follies, which J had been 
flattered into a belief were virtues. —How 


. _ | —— n 1 — 1 


I was almoſt wild. Starvation, finking, or 
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bad I been deceived ; and more fo, by him, 


who was to have been my huſband ; but from 


that accident, I beheld his little mind, and my 


love changed into hate. Whilſt thus pon- 


dering, night came on I was cold and 
hungry ;—and now began ſeriouſly to think 


on my fituation. I ſhuddered for the anx- 
ety of my relatives ;—and, frantic with 
vexation at my conduct, gave myſelf up to 
deſpair. 


I paſſed a horrible night, expecting 
every inſtant to be my laſt. Morning 
dawned ;—tmy hopes of being ſaved revived ; 


I could not forget my real diſpoſition; — ſo 


I now and then half cried a few lines from 
Faulkner's ſhipwreck. I became more 
calm ;—it was a delightful morning, and the 


ſun glittered in full majeſty on the waves.— 


In ſpite of my fate, I could not help it—it 
would come out, whether or not ;—and as 41 
thoughtleſsly bobbed my hand in and out of 


de ſea, I chanced to bring from its boſom, 


„„ 
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amidſt a floating multitude, a thing called 
a blubber. On viewing it, the caſe was 
plain. I ſeized my pencil with avidity, and 
big with impending rhyme, wrote the l- 
lowing ſonnet :— 


TO THE BLUBBER FISH, OR TO THE SEA, 
I ſee, the ſea takes pity on a maid, 
And as I blubber, it doth blubber too. 
I ſee the ſun, in morning pomp array d, . 

Cutts a bright gleam to cheer my fearful woe. 
Oh blubber ! blubder ! ſooth my ſinking heart, - 
Teach me to bear my cxuel fate reſign'd ; 

| For loud I blubber, ſore with anguith'd ſmart, 

| The ſea my tears receive, my ſighs the wind. 
Tothee, Oh ocean! this dear form I truſty 
"Tis dearer far to me than I can tell ;= "5 

| But if 'mdrown'd, why drowned then I mut; 
To earthly pleaſures, lo! I bid farewell. 
No friend to form with pious care my tomb; 
The ſea alone will blubber for my doom ! 


\ 


© I had juſt written this, when my alten 
tion was arreſted by a ſmuggling boat, nite 
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ning cloſe up to me, which contained three 


or four men. My heart leaped from its ha- 
bitation with joy. I was dumb a moment 
with pleaſure at ſuch a ſight, when my ears 
were aſſailed by the maſter, who was no other 
than old Mr. Murdoch. 


By Jaſus, it's ſomething outlandiſh. — 
Why, it's been caſting accounts. Are you 
the devil in the ſhape of a woman ? Speak, 
or I'll knock you over with a boat hook. 


« Peace, father, ſaid the youngeſt ;—* who * 


knows, it may be a witch weighing the ſea, 
or caſting ſtorms on her thumb's nail :— 
filence ! ſhe may fink us in a whiſtle ! 


© Whether this intimidated him or not, 
Tdon't know, but he aſked, in a more civil 


manner ;—and I, who thought to profit by 
the deceit, cried— 


« Tow me to ſhore, or inſtantly I'Il raiſe high winds, 


Loud thunders, forked lightniogs, and roaring tempeſts. 
Sameer wall this thoone 1” 


= «threw - 
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I threw my rope on board, which wal 
made faſt by the young man, who ſpoke 
laft, and who was, together with his com- 
panions, as pale as death. A long ſilence on 
both ſides enſued, and I could obſerve they 
trembled, as if ſtruck with a panic. I took 
this favourable opportunity to make good 
the footing I had made upon their ſuperſti- 


tion. 


T his virtue is not your 8, faid I; 
The very ſavages, and fierceſt beaſts, 
FF 
Or bleeding prey, if e er I call'd, 
Or needed fuch ſupport : Warn | 
© Unfurl that fleeping fail ; or by the horrors = 
Of a burning hell, I'll raiſe a hurricane! 
Toill rend thy bark, thy bodies, and thy fails 
To ſhivers, light as chaff.” 


© Tt had the defired effe&t ;—fwift 8 
lightning, and filent as night, we approached 
the ſhore ;—I landed moſt gladly ;—happy 

in myſelf—but where I Knew not; and was 
walking quite unconcerned away, when he, 
who had not as yet ſpoken, came up to me 


ment poſſible. 


| 

| 

f 

1 
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2 
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with a quick pace, ſeized me by the back of | 
the neck, and preſenting a piſtol to my. 
breaſt, cried, * Witch, fairy, devil, or dam- 


nation, I'm not afraid of you; but before 


you ſheer off, by Jaſus I'll have ſomething 


for my pains ; and damn me if I think you 
are any thing but a mad woman, run away 


from your kepeers. Anſwer me now, or I'll 
do by you as you threatened to do by my 
father's wherry. 


] was frightened moſt terribly; and that, 
with the great ſtruggle I had undergone, in 
ſuſtainiag the witch's character, quite over- 
came me, and I fainted. On recovering the 
uſe of my faculties, I found myſelf proftrated 
on a ſtraw bed, in the moſt wretched apart- 
One thread-bare blanket 
conſtituted my whole covering. I could not 
believe my eyes. The door, or rather five 
rotten boards, opened, and the old man 
enter. 


1»; 
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Well, Ma'am, faid he, what, youare alive? 
Aye! aye! you'll make a good houſekeeper for 
me I'll learn you what's what: — come, 
come, up, up, and let me fee that you dont 
complain, or I'll blow a hurricane upon y’; 
and every blaſt ſhall bring blood :—fine 
witch indeed! But, by Jaſus, I'll make you 
be all and all yet ;—come riſe, and find your 
way through the paſſage.” + } 

© So aying, he left me. My ſituation (for | 
now I phinly ſaw I was condemned to be the 
ſlave of a gang of thieves) had ſuch an effe& 
on my mind, as to produce a kind of deli- 
rium :—] raved violently, and was really de- 
ranged for a great length of time; and ifs "of 
had not been by the attentions and interceÞ 
ſions of the wretch's youngeſt ſon, I ſhould 
have inevitably been murdered as uſeleſs. 


However, I got once more my health, and} 


ſubmitted till Heaven ſhould grant an op» 
* portunity, by which J could eſcape ; for] 
never was permitted o be leſt alone in de 
[ __ 
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cottage, leſt I ſhould take myſelf off — 
Smuggling, under the cloak of ſhewing the 
Cauſeway, was the method by which Mur- 
doch lived, and this I ſhould not have known, 
had it not been that I diſcovered it by acci- 
dent. Now the fillet being torn from my - 
eyes, they made no ceremony of bringing in 
whatever,might be their objects of expedi- 
tion. This ſort of thing went on, without any 
interruption, for a conſiderable time; but 
my fituation was not quite fo even; for the 
brute John I found ſeemed to imply a deſire, 
whenever the opportunity offered, to behave 
not altogether as I might wiſh :—1I reſented, 
in the moſt forcible manner, one in my ſtate 
poſſibly could do. He threatened me—nay, 
drew a huge knife from his pocket, and ſwore 
if I did not inſtantly comply with the honour 
he ee beſtow upon me, he'd be damned 
but he'd put it out of the power of any other. 
On which he flew at me like a fatyr, c“ and 
caught me in his rude embrace.” I ſcreamed; 
at the ſame time ſtuck the nails of my right 


"= 
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hand, with great force and depth, into his | 
face. Here he ejaculated a horrible impre- 
cation ;—I ſcreamed louder than ever; and 
would have put an end to my exiſtence, and 
defeated his intentions, but had no means. 


Oh God! I exclaimed ;— fave met! 
fave me! 

| s 

© Here the door opened, and the good | 
Willy entered in great haſte ;—he ſtarted ;j= | 
his brother, in ſneaking ſhame, left his abo- 
minable hold. 


5 What doll ſee! my God brother, is it 
not enough to make this unfortunate woman 
unhappy, by detaining her with us againſt 

der inclination—is it not enough to drive 
ber to diſtraction, and almoſt to deſpair ;— 
\ but you muſt add to her miſeries, by ſuch, 
brutal attempts ?—for ſhame | go and meet 
my father, for there are two perſons with him 


| who, I am afraid, will make 23 
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tion in our affairs.” 
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The coward brother gave him no an- 
fwer, but ſlunk off muttering. I now had an 
opportunity of thanking my deliverer—1 
could not believe my ears ;—I bleſſed, nay, 
I kiſſed him ;—and from that moment he 
became my friend, and I his preceptor. 


Here entered the old man, the young 
raſcal, and two others, who proved to be the 
unfortunate exciſemen you muſt have heard 
mentioned. They had journeyed thither, on 
hearing that contraband affairs were ſecreted 
by a ſet of ſmugglers in the cove of the Cauſe- 
way, and they judged Murdoch to be the 
beſt informer, where he thought ſuch might 
be concealed, though he was the laſt, they 
imagined, to be the offender. But my 
owner (for I was no other than a ſlave), ap- 

prehending that he might be diſcovered, de- 
termined, in his own mind, that the poor 
devils ſhould, from henceforth, remain in his 
houſe as fixtures ;—ſo he and Mr. John, to 
whom the plan was communicated, ſoon ſet 
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to work, and plyed the men of office 0 
"Pros with whiſky, and that of the ſomni⸗ 
fic kind, that before night, they had entered 
a very found ſleep. They were moved with 
eaſe; and being carried along the rocky 
avenue, were depoſited in a little cavern, 
' which I termed the bleeding ſcpulchre. —* 
Here the deed was performed by Murdoch 
and his fon John, My God! what yells the 
unfortunates uttered ;—and they were the 
more horrible, being thickened by intoxicas © 
tion; but nobody elſe heard them ;—I dared # 


not ſtir;—and the young Willy was threat 
ened with the ſame fate, if he let me eſcape; | 


or ſpoke one word againſt the ſhocking act. 
| Two months now elapſed, during which time 
I was continually peſtered by the importunate 
pawings of tha hrute John; and, on the daß 
on which ve Wived, he became worſe thag 
ever be wowed, that if I did not, tha 
evening, grant what he wiſhed, both my 
own, and that of my favourite Willy's life, 8 
| ſhould anſwer for it. The evening drew 7 


3 e wW Aa 
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that very night have diſpatched both him and 
myſelf. 
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18 near, and I had determined, in my own mind, 


rather to ſacrifice my life than my virtue; and 
I imagined that it could be no ſin whatever 
to rid the world of ſuch a villain ;—ſo I con- 


cealed a ſharp knife, and would (had not the 


circumſtance of your atrival prevented it), 


Such was the ſituation of affairs when 


you and the Counteſs became our viſiters ;— 


= HI knew, or rather gueſſed what would be the 


conſequence; for Murdoch and his fon - 
John were equal to any thing. I now reſolved * 
to hazard every thing, by which I could ren- 
der their plans abortive. I feigned madneſs, 


and our plan ſucceeded ä as you | 


have experienced. 


« Here ended Fanny 's narrative ; and Lord 
Welford and myſelf, deſired to know her 
future _ 


"TY 
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HY will firſt enquire after my parents, | 
whom I hope are till living, and then, my 
filly Intended; — and in caſe 1 they ſhould have 

died broken-hearted for my loſs, as I know Þ} 
they loved me with tlie tendereſt of parental 
affection; J having*been brought up a Ca- 
tholic, will retire abroad into ſome convent, 

and thereby complete a life whoſe incidents 

are truly romantic, and end it with the climax 


le... 


| 


— 2 


Fanny's plan did not take place; — her 
parents were ſtill exiſting, and received her 
with extended arms, preparatory to em- 
| braces which death alone was to ſever. Her 
| fover, having waited in vain, and the circum- 
W ftarices of her loſs being made acquainted to 
| him, he, fora long period, pined in deſpair z 
but one Sunday morning, at a quarter paſt 
nine, he took the lover's Tong into the arms 
of a virgin near at hand ;—ſo that Fanny is 
ſtill reſerved for one, to whom, Who- 
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ever he may be, young, middle -aged, or 
old, I'll anſwer, that ſhe'll make him a good 
| wiſe. 


« The Counteſs was now herſelf again; 
ſhe profeſſed a thouſand obligations to me for 
my attentions and exertions, and made her 
lord inſiſt on my attending them to their man- 
ſion in England. —Now 'ns Willy's turn to 
be mentioned. He had taken a ſtrong affec- 
tion to me, and begged moſt vehemently that 
he might attend me as my ſervant. He had 
a good heart, for I had ſeen it ;—he was not 


| too old to learn, for he had never been at ſer- 


vice: from this inſtant I made him my 

* humble friend; and after taking a very 

affectionate leave of Fanny, whom I pro- 

miſed ſhould hear from us, Willy, myſelf, the 

Counteſs, and her ſpouſe, all ſet out in a moſt 
notable cavalcade for England. — — 


« ] have related this wonderful adventure 
# full length, wh friend, that you may un- 
derſtand 5 
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derſtand in what manner * the fortune-hunter, 
Mr. Forteſcue, got introduced into Welford 


 manſion.—Now can you believe your aunt's 
aſſertions ?” 
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| CHAP. 1. 


Avaunt! and quit my ſight ! let the earth hide thee! 
Thy bones are miarrowleſs; thy blood is cold; 

Thou hatt no ſpeculation in thoſe eyes, 

Which thou doſt glare with ! Hence, horrible ſhadow l 


Unreal mockery, hence |! 


Continuation of the Recitation, Narrative, and 
Hiſtory of Henry Mountfordington. 


| My journey was uncommonly agree- a 
able; —Lord Welford had ſenſe, but a 

| feeble mind ;—he was ſond of farming, 
| hunting, ſhooting, and ſporting of all ſorts 


4 and deſcriptions; and, on bus finding 3 
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did not diſlike ! * he vowed to be my imme, 
diate and eternal friend. 


« At Welford manſion I ſaw, for the firſt _ 
time, the beautcous Alice. I ſhall not de- 
ſcribe her to you; for if a brother is not 
acquainted with a ſiſter's virtues, I dont 


know who ſhould ;Sfou know what her 


_ © She is my niece,” replied the lady. Iam 


ſiſter to the Duke of Woodlepark; — Alice 
is the daughter of my ſecond brother, Lond 
Glindleharp ;—ſhe has been deftined never 
to marry, from her cradle ;—if ſhe had fad 


buried alive, it would have been the fame 


to me.” 


Lord Charles ſtopped him with ſurpriſe | | 
*Deſtined never to marry from her end! 1 
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talents are, her beauty, her diſpoſition, her 
dreſs, nay, her every thing. I beheld and 
loved! my enquiries of the Counteſs wer 
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* Liſten,” ſaid Henry; © perhaps you do 
not know ſo much of your real family anec- 
dotes as I will tell you. Alice is my oracle. 
Whilſt your mother was big with the im- 


$ pending birth of daughter or of ſon, an ill- 


neſs of ſome deſperate ſpecies attacked her, 
occaſioned by not being able to come at ſome 
impoſſibility longed far, which, had ſhe ob- 
tained, would have been productive, of 


courſe, of great pleaſure ; but being fruſ- 


trated, ſhe vowed the infant then in embrio 
ſhould never, whether male or female, be 
allowed to marry ; and if they did act con- 
trary to this vow, pecuniary inheritances 
were ſo managed as to be void, Alice 
came forth; and the better to ſecure 


the ſecret from you, ſhe was put into the 


hands of her aunt, Margeritta, who was on 
the point of being united to Lord Welford. 
Not far diſtant from Welford manſion was 
a boarding-ſchool for young ladies. There 
the little angel was placed ; and the grand 


2 they had orders to inculcate, was a 
e for matrimony but a Lord knows e 
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| what made the young damſel ſenſible be 
was not born to dnve apes. | 


« Full of youthful frolic and miſchief, ſhe 
treated all they ſaid with ridicule, and was 
almoſt always ſcheming ſomething or other 
to plague her ſage governeſs. She knew the 
vow that hung over hgr, the particulars of 
which were always carefully kept from you; 
your direction at college was never made 
known to her; and her romantic and miſ- 
chievous diſpoſition, as it was termed, deter- 


' mined the Counteſs to have a ſtrict old dame 


over the actions of Alice, by way of duenna. 
This female preceptor never had been mar- 

ried; —when young, had had a good educa- 
tion ;—was now grown perfectly ſtarch and | 
prudiſh, and profeſſed great fortitude in 
misfortune, and was a maid ! Her name was 
Barbaroſſa, on account of her mother long- 
ing to eat the dog ears, of a tragedy of that 
name, then in poſſeſſion ofa couſin German. 
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I immediately reſolved to fruſtrate their 
intentions towards your amiable ſiſter. She 
made me her friend ;—I told her I was 
your's ;—her heart was mine] and with dif- 
ficulty ſhe owned ſhe loved me. At length 
I propoſed quitting together Welford man- 
ſion. She rejected the idea as diſhonourable. 


* 
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« Nay, Henry, faid ſne, although my 
heart is wholly your's, ſtill let me not take 
that ſtep which would at once reflect diſ- 
grace upon all parties. Remember, that at 
preſent I place not the confidence of my heart 
in you as a lover, but as a friend ; then treat 
not, my friend, that truſt ignobly. T have a 

| brother's affe&ion to preſerve ; but he, 1 
| know, would have no objection to our hap- 


, 
| 
Lord W ms you. My aunt 
L too to you is all e 
* influence over my relatives, my guardians ;z 
| and if they conſent to our union, this hand 


" fall be 7. Alas! (ſhe a. + 
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and deep figh) I — Ob ig 


vow '' 


« This being my only reſource, I bent all 
my powers towards the Counteſs ;—for, to 
uſe a vulgar expreſſion, the grey mare here 


proved the better horſe. Her word W 


law ;—ſhe was about® forty-eight ; when 
young, had been a fine woman, and fill 
thought ſhe poſſeſſed charms ſufficient to 
captivate any one. Her mind was great and 


whatever retarded the gratification of them, 


She was cruel and revengeful with all, and 


thought the whole human race were as in- 


ſe&s, that ſhe might ſqueeze at pleaſure be. 
tween her finger and thumb. Such was the } 
Counteſs of Welford (only take this along 


with you, peruſer), her carriage was tragic 
itrut; her countenance baughty (for the 
always carried her chin high), and her touch 


was now cold with age, and — L | 


| Bound, 
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« 1 Bst. like a hackney reader to 
pleaſe her ; for my diurnal occupation was 
to proſe over ſome romance or other. I 


know where I would much rather have 


been ; but what could I do? Four hours 
every day did I read to this worthy Counteſs. 
Her library was chiefly old Engliſh ro- 
mances, conjuring books, horrid accidents, 
deep tragedies, and family MSS. I read, 
amidſt innumerables, the Arcadia, Valentine 
and Orſon, the Bleeding Candle, and the 
Knight of the Tremblinz Chin. Theſe, and 
twenty more equally intereſting, I read ; but 
ſhe, ſeeming to delight in my occupation, 
encouraged me to perſevere. She ſhewed 
for me ſo great an eſteem, that Alice ad- 
viſed me to make known our loves as ſoon 


as poſſible. 


One evening, being alone with Lady 
Welford, in her own apartment, and having 
been reading an admirable production of the 
preſent day—it was the Monx!” I had 


> WM Juſt got into the ſpirit of Don Raymond's f 


* B ** 985 © adventures, T4 
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e which, in my own mind, I could 
not help obſerving their affinity to mine. 


Ah! unfortunate youth! Pray, Me 
Forteſque, do you think ſuch a man could, 
or will ever exiſt * What a virtuous mind; 

but how unfortunate the ** ; how pure 
their loves! 


« T ſnatched the golden opportunity. | 


rephed—* Lam furniſhed with an uncone * 


_ trovertable certainty. Ah! Lady Wes, 
I dare not hope for your approbation of my 
love! I dare not ſay the name of my mi- 
treſs :—[ fear your reſentment | Ah! far 
give——," =_ 


on Here ſhe interrupted me.— 1 will 
ſpare you that pain ;—1I know her well, and | 


could at this inſtant ſay, ſhe returns your } 
_ affections, loves you to exceſs, and at aa 


laments the faced vows which n * 3 
Y from your arms. | 
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« On my knees was the conſequence of 
this declaration :—I caught her hand, preſ- 
fed it ardently to my lips, and exclaimed, 
© Divine woman ! you have, you have dif- 
covered my ſecret ! Am I to deſpair ?—tell 
me—ſpeak ! Have I your approbation ;— 
may I hope for that favour ? 


Tes, yes, yes! how can I refuſe it ? ſhe 
replied :—»*1t is a female failing I ſubmit. 
entirely to the fury of my paſſion. Oh! I 


| adore you, love you ;—away pride, fear, ho- 

' | nour, vows, lords, and reſpect, facrificed to 

* | love—al}, all ſhall be offered up at the altar 
of pleaſure.” 


So faying, ſhe ſprang forward to embrace 
me. Unfortunately for her I was lower than 
ſhe imagined, and, in her impetuoſity to 
accompliſh what ſhe thought ſhe had gained, 
ſhe pitched head firft, over my ſhoulders ;— 

on which were placed, by the awkwardneſs of 
der embrace, each foot. She muſt have 
3 been. as much ſtunned dy: the fall as I was 
. v 


. 
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by her declaration; for, for the ſpace of 2 
minute, I kneeled in this ſituation, bearing 

her lower extremities on my ſhoulders, as 24 
ladder would reft againſt a wall. The ap- 
pearance to any obſerver would have been 
laughable indeed; for at that inftant 1 
thought of the ſchool-boy's pick-aback. * 


« We both came to our ſenſes at once; 
ſhe drew her feet away, and I drew myſelfon 
to mine. I affiſted her in riſing; ſhe ſhook 
her diſcompoſed veſtments, and ſeemed 2 
little aſhamed at my ſeeing her exactly in 
ſuch a fituation. We all know when a 
woman falls, how it is. But to return. 1 
ſhuddered at the miſtake ſhe had made, with 
regard to my love for her; I determined to 
| tear off the veil, and, for the preſent, to con- 
ceal the name of my miſtreſs :—we wee 
filent ;—ber ſhame was gone, but her rely 


was as violent as ever. 


Wien, faid ſhe,*I am waiting ;—wh 
_ i that joy you led me to expect? 


Remember diſcoveries can be made, proſe- 
cutions commenced, and ſentences from 


THE NEW MONK. TW 
* Forgive me, Madam,” I anſwered, « if 
_ neceſſity and prudence ſhould make me ſeem 
ungrateful ; to encourage you in a miſtake, 


however I may be flattered by it, could not 
be. I ſhould appear as a villain in every 
eye. My honour towards Lord Welford 
could not permit ſuch a tranſaction; you 
have quite miſunderſtood me; 1 meant 


mother. I know your charms, my lady 20 


they could captivate a Stoic ;—yet you 
have a lord ;—he is my friend; has treated 
me with generoſity ; and it ſhall not be me, 
I aſſure you, that will prove the adder of 
his own nurturing. Conceive, ſhould I con- 
fent to your wiſhes, whole happineſs would I 


| not deſtroy ? My own, Lord Welford's, the 


family's honour, and your's in the end.— 


* bed and board” paſſed that's all.” She 
turned pale at what I faid ; her lips quivered 
with rage and diſappointment, and I won't 


ſay whether ſhe doubted her being awake. 
= ing at length, —_ ruſhed with fury 1 
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to her heart ;—ſhe ſtamped wildly on + the 
ground, and addreſſed me in a haughty re. 
vengeful tone— ED 


© Moſt magnanimous of villains, moſt 
treacherous and falſe of ſcoundrels, thus is the 


avowal of my paſſion received ! Then will 
ro GS ; but no! no! it ſhallnot be 
n that muſt feel my anger; it is ſhe who 
poſſeſſes your heart. What has ſhe ſacrificed? 
Who is ſhe that dares to love Margeritta's 
object; tell me her curſed name; ans 
when I do know, Heavens! if ſhe an © 
be within the limits of my power, let me bm 
catch her ;—theſe nails ſhall deprive her face 


of ſhape, her eyes of ſight, her mouth of 
ſpeech, yea (ſcreamed the furious fair), 
even her body of life ! My jealouſy, my rage, 
hall buffet her to ſnreads. Anſwer me + 
ſtantly ; 


—ſpies both night and day ſhall be 

| ſet over you till ſhe is diſcovered, and when” 
that happens Blood! death! and fire! FF 

| tremble—tremble, — for her and * = 
yourfelf,” = — 
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. N the old hall of Welford manſion, - | 
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te She was now quite exhauſted with 
paſſion; ſhe yelled a laugh; was almoſt 
choaked ; and her eye-balls nearly forced 
from her head in anger. Thus was rg over- 
powered by herſelf, and fainted. I placed 
her on a ſofa, called one of her — 
left the room. 


« Agitated in the extreme, I bent my ſteps 
towards the garden. I reflected on the paſt 
ſcene. I knew not what or how to deter- 
mine. On paſling a parlour, whoſe windows 
regarded the garden, I obſerved Alice. She 
was drawing I entered; but how to ac- 
W 


Ohl is it you?” faid ſhe; _— og | 
 Tilproceed ;—take a ſeat by me, cod 


I obeyed, and fat on her right hand. — 
Unconſcious of what I did, I took up ſome 
of her productions, and viewed them. One 

of the ſubjects particularly ſtruek me it 


In 4 
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In the fore ground were placed figures in all 
the attitudes of fright. In ſhort, when you 
| behold the caracature of the © Spirit,” you 
ſee what I ſpeak of; only with this differ- 
ence, which was in the object of terror, that 
it repreſented a man of thin ſtature, clothed 
in black. His coat and breeches were in ſe- 
veral places ſtained with blood ;—his large 
wig hid entirely his face; he had a wound 
in the back of the neck, and a large gold 
headed cane hung by the taſſel on his right 


arm. In one hand he held a lamp, in the 1 


other a huge ſcalping-knife, and he ſeemed © 
advancing towards the iron gates of the hall. 


« What does this mean ?” ſaid I ;—* from 
what goblin chronicle have you drawn this?“ 


« What !' replied Alice, have you lived 
in this habitation ſo long, without — 1 


. e 
» 16-4 
11 ſmiled—never ee may bs 1 
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That I can't tell; but it is merely fa- 
mily report, and is believed by all the inha- 
bitants here about. My uncle even believes 
it himſelf; and as for my aunt, ſhe would 
ſooner doubt the truth of hunger, than of 
the bleeding Doctor. Liſten to his hiſtory ! 


The Bleeding Doctor's Hiftory, or the Hiftory 
of the Bleeding Doctor. 


ee has often been a wonder of the 
greateſt importance to me, that this remark- 
able perſonage never once has been men- 
tioned in the caſualties of old chronicles — 
Nobody knew ſuch a one died till he hved ; 
very true, you'll ſay ; how could it be other- 
wiſe? Well—thbe firſt thing he did was to 
take poſſeſſion of Welford manfion. Being 
a man that liked to be comfortable, he oc- 
cupicd the beſt room in the houſe ; and 
once eſtabliſhed there, he paſſed his tim by 
dancing hornpipes, kicking the chairs about, 
and beating the devil's tattoo on the tables— 


<= 
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all in the middle of the night. As there was 4 | 


no bed in his room, I ſu; poſe he cou'd not 
ſleep, ſo did this to paſs the time. Accord- 
ing to tradition, this fun began about a cen» 
tury ago. His accompaniments were gene- 
rally arranged as follows :—ſhrieking always 
led the band ; howling was tenor ; groan- 
ing and hollow -cries, joined by ſwearing, _ 
and dead bones beating time on ſkulls, made 

the whole concert. This was only apparent 
to the ear, and followed him on his nocturna 
rambles, as he generally made a tour of the 
houſe; and it was from the deſcription of b 
entering the ball I made this ſketch.” | 


„Did be never ſpeak to thoſe who met 


. him?“ ſaid I. 


ON, No, never.—Indeed it was not the wiſhß 
of any one; for nothing at times was heard” 
in the houſe but black oaths and horrid ene 
cragjons. A moment after he would 1 . 
over the names of all the medicines uſes | 


s a 
1 

2 
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vhole of his anatomical knowledge as orderly 
as if ſtill giving his lectures. Every foul was 
terrified ; the place became hardly habi- 
table ; and its lord was fo frightened by his 
aerial viſiters, that one hard froſty morning, 
when nobody expected it, he was found dead 
in his bed. This pleaſed the Doctor 
mightily, for he made more noiſe than ever, 
and that in a different way; for inſtead of 
complaints, groans, &c. now nothing but 
loud laughing was heard, as though the houſe 
was all mouth. But the next lord got a 
perſon to be all night in the room with the 
Doctor; and, after a long converſe, he 
agreed to be quiet for five years ;—and my 
uncle now ſays, that on the 5th of May 
every fifth year, as ſoon as the clock ſtrikes 
one, the door of the haunted chamber opens 
tor it has been ſhut up now near a hundred 
years), then out ſteps the ghoſt, lamped and 
'knived, proper :—he deſcends the ſtair- caſe, 
crofſes the hall, whiſtles twice, turns thrice, 
and makes his exit through the gates which 
_ then, and all that days Ln per always 
= leaves 
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leaves open; and generally the Doctor re- 
turns, after one hour's abſence, goes to thę 


haunted chamber, and ſqueels as he cloſes the 
door for another five years.“ 


And do you believe this, Alice?“ 


* Nonſenſe ;—no, no, ſuperſtition has no 


hold on me whatever; but I dare not ſay 


fore, ſhe believes it firmly. As to Barba- 
roſſa, ſhe once ſaw this affair; and it was 


from her relation that I made this ſketch.— © 
You ſee there are the remains of ſupper, 
the bleeding Doctor, the great hall, and ter- 


rified domeſtics ; amongſt whom, ſee if you 
can't dilcover my old governante.'—E* Cer» 
tainly ſhe had portrayed a moſt ad mirable 


| likeneſs of the maid ; not forgetting to exag- 
gerate a flrawberry mole on the tip of her 


Chin, with five black hairs pendent. 


(3 
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| „Ine as poſſible Alice, I muft haves | 
care from henceforward, ſince I have an | 


covered a caracaturiſt, — 


ſo to the Counteſs ; for as I told you be- 
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Stay a moment,” ſhe replied ;—and drew 

from the Tunbridge table drawer the then 

was occupying, a {mall caſe, which ſhe 

opened and preſented to me ;—* do you 
know that ——— ? ; 


« It was the angel's ſelf. And when a 
man is in love, great extravagances of action 
are nothing. I kiſſed it a hundred times. 
Tranſported with joy, I gazed. on it in ſuch 
rapture, as not to be able to diſtinguiſh a 
feature in the face. Overpowered, I darted 
myſelf at her feet, and declared my thanks, 
my gratitude, my love. She went my halves 
in every thing, when ſuddenly ſhe ſcreamed, 
diſengaged herſelf, and vaniſhed 2 the 
garden door. 


* Amazed, I roſe from my knees ;—I be- 
held the Counteſs writhing in all the agonies 
of jealouſy and rage. On recovering from 
her fainting, ſhe ran the changes in her mind 


| who herrival could be. At laſt poor Alice | 
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was fixed upon. She flew to her room, and 
ſaw the fituation which I have juſt deſcribed, 
and loudly exclaimed, * I have found the 
enemy of my happineſs ;—I have found | 
the object of your love, and you ſhall find 
the power of my revenge ; then tremble 
when you know what it is to love without 
hope ! I daily expe& orders for reſtoring 
Alice to her parents; I know their i» | 
tention is to place her far enough beyond | 
the reach of human pleaſure. And whilt |} 
the girl remains here, I will take care to cone} 
mine her cloſe enough: there ſhe may draw © 
late love ſcenes, write ſorry ſonnets, he " 
whine her loſt admirer. ö .. 


© As for you, Sir, to be explicit, I'll thank 
you to viſit ſome other friend with 
much ſpeed as poſſible ; your preſence now 
is no longer wiſhed for by my lord or my 
ſelf. To-morrow muſt be the day, W 
<xculc will be : granted. 2 


N 


5 . 
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21 ? 1 
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= * to the chaiſe · door. 


| 
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«So ſaying, ſhe flounced out of the apart- 
ment ;-—I wandered to mine, gloomy and 
diſconſolate. The next day was arrived ;— 
my chaiſe was at the gate of the manſion.— 
I knew that Lord W was my friend ; 
I attempted to intercede :—he ſaid it was 


out of his power, but that travelling would 
wear away my pain. 


« T found the Counteſs had ſwayed him ; 
he ſhook my hand. 


Farewell, faid ſhe ;—* maker a wo- 
man's vengeance will purſue you !' 


] ſneered ſtepped into my carriage.— 
Alice was not there. The poſtillion cracked 
his whip, and we ſoon loſt fight of Welford 
manſion. I threw myſelf into a melancholy 
poſture. Willy ftill kept his ſtation as my 
humble friend ;—by his goodneſs of heart, 
fidelity, and abilities, he every day added 
more and more to his value. Scarcely had we 
proceeded above half a mile, when he rode 


— Cm 
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Courage! courage | Sir,“ ſaid he, in 
Latin, which he had, on my honour” 
taught himſelf in leſs than three weeks. 
While you were with the Counteſs and Lord 
W , | poſted myſelf under Miſs Alice's 
| window, and whiſtled that little air ſhe loves 
ſo much, on which ſhe threw me down this 
note. He pulled it from his pocket 
I rent it open ;—a pencil of the benign 
angel's had marked its characters. I can fay 
it by heart; ſo liſten | M 


2 4 ** * e aa... t7 ** $ - pc : 


* Uſe the next or neighbouring village as 
a veil to ſcreen you from the obſerving more 
tal. My aunt will think you are far from 
Welford, and I ſhall be reſtored to liberty. 
I ſhall be in the ſouth eaſt ſummer-houſe at 
twelve on the night of the zotb, and have 
plans ;—they are important, and may tend 
to happineſs Fan not to be there. Adieu 
Auict, 


* 


I was again happy. Willy was now 
| more my friend; ;—he —— 
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future fortune ;—I made him my confiden- 
tial attendant, and more than once bleſſed 


my ſtars, and the Iriſn Cauſeway, that pro- 
duced him. 1 will juſt, by way of letting 


you into a, little of his general character, 


tell you what he could do. In the firſt place, 
he read books of all forts ; wrote pretty 
poems; was muſical, and had the gift cal- 
led the double whiſtle. From dint of ſtudy 
knew Latin, French, old Iriſh, and ac- 
compts. With theſe advantages, which he 
had acquired in leſs than nine months, he 
was allo bleſſed with a neat figure, lovely 


vilage, and was juſt eighteen ;—is ſtill with 


me; and I am ſure, when you behold him, 
you will juſt think as I do.—I degreſs.— 


The mandate of my .adorable was obeyed. 


I proceeded to Warwick, where I left my 
chaiſe ; and then taking my faithful, went 
toKennelworth, a ſmall village, about four 


miles diſtant from the manſion of Welford. 
We were diſguiſed, and ſtopped the mouth 


& our hoſt's curioſity, by ſaying we were 


| atifts -eome —— to draw the * 


caſtle, 
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caſtle, and might remain ſome time with” 


him. He believed it, and T was content.— 


Thus paſſed one fortnight ; during whichs 
time I had frequent winks and nods from 
my miſtreſs, who oft, with Dame Barbarofla, 


would drive through the village to the 
boarding-ſchool not far diſtant. The day 


was arrived, —"T'was night—the clock ftruck 


eleven ;—we were at the garden wall ;a 
moment and a rope-ladder placed us 
on the other fide. I took my poſt in 
the ſouth-weſt ſummer-houſe ;—my ears 


were on the continual prick up, and the 


hour pafſed on tenter hooks ;—the manſion 
bell tolled twelve ;—ſhe was in my arms. 


There is 1 an inſtant to be loſt,” ſaid 


ſhe; © an expreſs 15 arnved om my 7 : | 
ther ;—I muſt inſtantly repair to London 3 


I have now no hope — you know the vow.—l 
am reſolved to commit myſelf to your care, 
honour, and guardianſhip. I ſhould bely 


pour goodneſs, were I to ſuppoſe that you 
would: abuſe ſo ſacred . :—this = 


— —ͤk Vj — 


_ reſolution; _\ 
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| refolution ; — flight is my only reſource from 
de horrors of ſo impious a vow. I cannot 
belp the imprudence which will naturally 


attend it ;—but neceſſity has no law. Hear 
my plan « of elcape. 


This is the 3oth of April ;—the fifth of 
next month 1s five days from the laſt of this, 
on the night of which the vapoury Doctor is 
expected to viſit the hall, &c. I have pro- 
vided every ſort of veſtment proper for ſuch 
a character, through the kindneſs of a friend 
not far from my uncle's. Do you, provide a 
| carriage, and keep at a little diſtance from the 
outer gate of the manſion. As the clock 
ſtrikes one, I ſhall quit my chamber, dreffed 
the ſame as the ghoſt, at leaſt as near as poſ- 
. | fible. I dare ſay no one will impede my way, 
I = fright will certainly be my forerunner, — 
5 | Then there will be no difficulty in reaching 
' the door, and I will put myſelf under your 
protection. Should you diſappoint me, 
| Henry, the conſequences would be too hor- 
_ nibleto reflect on z—but I know your | heart ; 


ok. 11. „ lie 


— 
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1 know the friendſhip you have Tor my bio- 
ther, and why ſhould I apprehend, or ſuffer 


any ſuch ſuſpicions to ariſe. *©* At one, 0 · 
member; — on on you reſts all my hope!” 


J was exceedingly affected at her me. } 
lancholy manner of developing this ſcheme; 
but I was happy at the opportunity that | 
ſeemed to offer, of conveying her to a place 
of content and ſafety. I regretted I could 
not have effected it that very night; but it 
was out of my power; ſo I chimed in with 
her in eyexy thing, as there ſeemed no ob- 
* of fruſtration to our hopes. 


« I now affured her, in my part that I | 
would act in every poſſible honourable me- 


thod; - that I would find you out —endea- 
vour to gain that conſent, which would alen 
complete our happineſs; and that till the ? * 
church had ſealed our mutual loves by ber _ 
approbation, my Alice might remain in 1 


the 1 innocence of unſullied wr, and ow 
= ; | 
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3 Here the door of the ſummer · houſe open- 
ed, and the inquiſitive Barbaroſſa preſented.» 


herſelf to our view. She had, by the ſhadow 


of the trees, eſcaped the vigilance of my. 
attendant : our whole converſation had been 
overheard; and as ſhe approached the place 
where we fat, cried, 


© Beauteous ! beauteous ! indeed, Miſs.” 


Alice ſhrieked. 


© Aye! aye! you may ſquall; for you ſhall 
to ſome purpoſe. You are a very pretty Miſs 
indeed; What! be a bleeding doctor too? 


yes, you will look very well indeed in 
| breeches. Where is your modeſty Madam? 


Oh! impious wretch ; naſty creature |! 
—yes, and ſhew the fellows your legs :—'tis 
very pretty, very pretty. Your uncle ſhall 
know of all theſe goings on, and how well 
you would appear when the real doctor ſaw 
you: I'll anſwer, that you would be better in 


| _ 2 hon contices | Mr, Ponte, vou 
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ſhould be ſhocked and aſhamed of yourſelf 


to try to ſeduce a poor young creature to 
your wicked purpoſes, and make her forſake 
her friends, to be your harlot. Never mind 
lam glad I was by: the Counteſs ſhall 
know it all: —and that young lady there ſhall 
play the doctor in her own chamber on the 
fifth, if ſhe likes. Begone! vile ſeducer, 


or the porter ſhall be ſent to kick you out. 


And let me, ſweet Miſs, introduce you to 
thy aunt -once more, fince your intention of 


practiſing as a phyſician.” 


. What?“ faid I, « do you inſiſt on 
| taking her to the Counteſs : is 


© Dol inſiſt, Su! ſqueaked Barbarofſa; 


I do; and it ſhall not be a dirty puppy 
like you that ſhall * me. 


| « Nay, nay, dear Lady, ſince you * 
be obſtinate,” faid J, © do — but I'll ad 
| your part to yourſelf, only with the differs 


3 „made 
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te J made no ceremony, but ſeized this 
blooming virgin by the waiſt, and gagged 
her with her own glove, which, by the bye, 
was none of the cleaneſt. I heeded not her 
cries, of raviſher, robber, wretch, and abo- 
minable, but bound her hand and foot ; and 
after promiſing Alice that I would take great 
care of Barb, bade her make the beſt of ber 
way to the houfe. 


te In the mean time Willy and J hoiſted our 
prize over the wall; and in the beſt manner 
we could, conveyed her to the outſkirts of 


the village. Here I diſpatched him for a 


large hamper, with which he ſoon returned, 
and we crammed in the unfortunate duenna 7 


| ſhe was mounted on his ſhoulders, and carried 


to the inn as a cargo of animated ſpirits, 


given tome by a chemiſt at Warwick. She 


was ſet down in my chamber, ſilent as fear. 
The landlord placed a candle on the table, 
and ſhut the door, hoping I would let him 
have a bottle of this new ſpirit. She was 
| undone, * 8 


£4. -.  - cloſet, 
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_ cloſet, that no one had acceſs to but myſelf; 
and as it would be five days that ſhe would 
be a priſoner, I wiſhed to ſupply all her 
wants, which is not always zbought of when 
any one is placed in a ſimilar predica- 
ment. I told her ſhe muſt fleep, eat, 
Kc. &c. in this place; and that till the fiſth 
of May. I ſhewed her a piſtol, and a bottle 
of brandy: ſhe choſe the latter, and was 
ungagged; drank it, and eight more, during 
her confinement. Willy attended her the 
whole time; and once ſhe attempted to kiſs 
him when in her inſpired moments of bran- _ 
dy. Whether he let her or not, I dont! 
know; but it is frequently ſaid, that the real | 
diſpoſition i is always to be diſcovered when 
In a ſtate of inebriation. * 


Her departure gave riſe to a numbet 
of ſurmiſes at Lord Welford's. No one but 
Alice knew what was become of her, 
| Every avenue, pond, wood, grove, ſummit» 
- houſe, and even all the neceſſaries were dragy 
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ſuld I, © your lady goes with me to night 
remember the bleeding doctor. | 


| and left; nothing was to be heard, except 
: Us hawking and ſpitting of my — 
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ged; but no Barbaroſla —Alice kept the 


ſecret, and I kept the governeſs. 


© She is gone after the wretch Forteſque,” 
ſaid the good-natured Counteſs :—ſhe was 
always praiſing him, and I dare fay by 
this, has offered him her purſe and perſon.” 


The fifth day was DE ; the carriage 
came to Kennelworth Village, for I had pre- 
viouſly ordered it.—* Good by, Barbaroſſa,” 


We drove as the clock ſtruck twelve; 


the front of the manſion appeared; and turn- 


ing round the trunks of thitee immenſe oaks, 
ſtopped at a deep cavern, called the Doc- 
tor's- Hole. The night was without a cloud, 
and was clear moon-light, The old man- 
fion ſtretched its long ſhadows over the 
park and trees. All was peace, both to right 


So -- ... 8 


* 
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or the rubs of itchy cows againſt the rotten 3] 


ſtumps of aged oaks. I heard a murmuy 
and a ſhrill whiſtle from the haunted room, 
I thought on the ſtory of the bleeding doctor, 
and then on the folly of ſuperſtition. A great 


' noiſe was heard; it interrupted the ſlumbers 5 
of Nox. 


« What can this mean Willy ?” faid I. 


Some one of diſtinction paſſed through 
the village | to-day, Sir, on his way to the 


manſion ; they ſay (for he ate a ſandwichat 


the Wig and Water Spaniel) it is Miſs Alice $ 
father.” 


Lights now ſeemed to dance from rom 
to room; and ſuddenly I heard the gates of 
the hall ſet open, and could diſtinguiſh the 
old fat porter. While I ſtood near the hind 

wheel of the chaiſe, I was ſuddenly inſpued 

with a leady melancholy. The appeam 
of the ancient fabric was full in my minds” 


eye. Its high walls, beautifully interſpedes” | 


V r 
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wit glittering windows, and its old and . 


partly-ruined chimnies, lifting themſelves 


into the ſtars, ſeemed to look, I cannot ſay 
frown, on the under cultured plains ; its 


boſty gable ends overgrown with vine and 


ivy, and its vawning portals expecting 


ſpectres, made me ſenſate ſad and horrible 
creepings. I ſtepped nearer the manſion ; 


I faw the light glimmer in my adorable's 
chamber; I beheld a figure at the window; 
it had on a white wig. Convinced Alice had 


not abandoned her plan, I returned to the 


chaiſe-wheel with a light heart. The bell 
tolled one! '—it trembled through the walls, 
and rattled among the trees. Lights jumped 


from apartment to apartment; darkneſs was 


viſible; a light was in the portal. Alice 
paſſed through the maſly gates. She was 
habited juſt as ſhe had portrayed the ſpectre; 

a gold-headed cane was ſuſpended on her 


arm: her head was envelbped in a large 


white wig; her coat and breeches were 
ſtained wich blood ; and ſhe had taken care 


to provide herſelf with a lamp, and ſcalping- 
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| Knife. She advanced towards the ſpot when 
I ſtood. I flew to meet her, 2 
„ 


cc Alice” ſaid I, whilft I preſſed her to 
my boſom—** Alice! Alice! I am your's .“ 


« Thou art mine, and we are our's ! 
* Alice, what is your's is mine. 

« That is you! 

« All 1 woo! 
Body, foul, and all are thine ! 


* She dropped breathleſs ; let fall her lamp 
and knife, and ſunk in ſilence into my arms. 
I conveyed her to the carriage. I left Willy 
with a letter to the Counteſs, telling her my 
real name, and orders to releaſe Barbarofh. 
We drove off like lightning. I called to 
the drivers to moderate their pace — c * 
horſes would not obe y: they plunged, kick 
cd, Jumped, friſked, broke part of d 
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'| traces, and darted off with additional rapi- 
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dity. The vehicle was dragged through 
hedges, ditches, over high bridges, rivers, 
caſcades, and ſtupendous preeipices : -indeed 
it ſeemed, in ſwiftneſs, to outdo cannon 
balls. All this time, my companion lay 
motionleſs in my arms. Suddenly our 
career was ſtopped by the machine flying 
into a hundred million of pieces. In the 

fall, I was thrown near fifteen yards, and pitch- 
ed on the ſtump of an old tree and a huge 
pebble. The pain of the wound, the vio- 
lence of the ſhock, and great way I was 
darted, completely overpowered my ſenſes, 
and I lay without animation. 


« ] muſt have been ſome time thus, for 
. when I opened my eyes, it was day-light. 
Several country people were ſtanding round 
me. The firſt word I faid was Alice, I 
enquired after her they had ſeen no fuch 
perſon. Nobody was near me; the horſes 
were all dead in the adjoining ditch; and 


broken wheels, ſhattered windows, and torn 


e 6 coach 


* 


reward to him who ſhould bring me tidings 
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* 


coach lining, lay ſcattered around. Uneaſy 
for. the fate of my fair one, I offered a large 


of her. I deſcribed her ſtrange attire. —Per, 
my part, every bone in my body was frac- 


by my ſide ; both thumbs were diſlocated; 
the right little finger of my left hand was 
bruiſed to a taſſel; aa. 
to breathe ten times more. 


« I was conveyed to the next villa | 
was Wickham, and I ſcarce believed that] 
could have travelled to ſuch a diſtance in an 
hour and a half; for I am ſure, that at moſt, 
it could be no longer from the time my 
companion entered, till the time of ow | 
downfall. I told the peaſants, that at one 
that morning, I had paſſed through Kennek | 
worth, Wee 


© How monſtratiouſly Meaſter lies „ fad 
one of my conductors. 1 


arri 


f * 3 
| 
'E 
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and told there was no danger. Thank God 


knew my name, nor my Landlady's. She 


fend again and again. I was frantic, with 
diaiſtreſs and misfortune—I aſtoniſhed the poor 
woman, - Oh "uy thing your Honour 
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37 
& arrived at a good inn—a Phyſician 


vas ſent for all my disjointed bones were 


ſet, and my bruiſes, ſcratches, &c. dreſſed, 


it's no worſe, thought I: but where 1s my 
Alice? Oh! Sir,“ faid I to the Doctor; for 


his big wig put me in mind of her I had 


loſt; I quitted Kennelworth this morning 
ct at one, with a friend habited in black, and 
wigged like yourſelf,” He ſmiled, and faid, 

© a compoling draught would be of ſervice? 

and as. he was retiring, met my hoſteſs at 
the door of my room. 


© He is rather not the thing him the 
gentleman, Mrs. Inn-Keeper,” (ſaid the ſon 
of phyſic) for by this I diſcovered he neither 


came to inform me, that all ſearches were 
vain, for no lady had been ſeen. Uneaſy in 
the extreme, I raved aloud; entreated her to 


_ pleaſes,” 
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after her Ladyſhip.” She left the . 
and met my hoſt at the door. 


Oh dear! faid ſhe, Oh dear! the 


poor gentleman is quite non compus. He 
talks of a Lady in a big wig, and black 


he'll bite you, perhaps, and then we ſhall be 


. « They dakd the door, for 1. feouaths 
the huſband did not like to be bit. One 
good thing, my purſe was full; and the four 


dead horſes, and remains of my carriage let 
them know I was ſomething more than ordi- 
nary. The day paſſed away ; no Alice, nor 
no tidings. I grew penſive, and melancholy: 
the attendants now hoped my delirium w 
gone. I was ſtill quiet ;—night came on, 
and thoſe who ated by way of nurſes, wich- 


| had loſt my Alice I could ſleep none; and 


pleaſes,” faid ſhe; every body ſhall be ce 


| breeches. Do not go in, my dear huſband; 


drew, and left me to repoſe. —'T was vain—I „ 


fo lay, for I was not in. a ſtate to amuſe my- 


: 
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ſelf, by toffing about in the bed, till the village 


clock ſtruck © one.” The ſound vibrated 


to the very innermoſt receſſes of my foul; I 


trembled ; my fleſh was all gooſe-ſkin; my 
heart roſe almoſt to my mouth; my knees 
knocked violently together ; and the hollow 
beating of my bones echoed through the 
chamber. My night-cap was forced off my 


bead by the erection of my hair; and my 


teeth were ſet on edge; but how I knew 


not, nor for what. Suddenly I heard heavy, 


long, and flow ſteps, aſcending the ſtairs. I 


raiſed myfelf on my elbow. A ſingle ruſh- 


light wavered on the hearth, in a large can- 
deftick, ſet in the waſh-hand baſon. It 
e but an uncertain, half kind of light, 


neither one thing nor the other. Bang 


the door flew open pad! pad! — pad! the 
ſteps were wide, ſlow, meaſured, and loud. 
My mouth and eyes ſtretched wider, in pro- 
portion as my midnight viſiter drew nearer 


my bed. (Will you believe me, Charles?) 
My God! it was the bleeding Doctor! it 
ua my loſt companion! Her wig was drawn 


quite 
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quite over her face; ſhe had neither lamp 
nor knife. Slowly ſhe raiſed her hand, and 
drew back her peruque. What did I ſee? 
Oh! horror! I ſaw a light-blue marbly vi- 
| ſage, glazy eyes, without any pupils, and 
purply lips. Twas the Doctor's ſelf ; the 
very bleeding doctor. His countenance was 

directed towards me. How do you think J 
felt? —I had no feeling —every ſenſe was 
bound ; all my faculties were enſhackled, 
and I could only be ſenſible of a terrible 
riſing, as if inſtant ſuffocation was to follow, 
or otherwiſe, a moſt exaggerated inſtance of 
the night-mare. The weight on my heart 

kept me from making the leaſt noiſe. sf 
ſtared wildly at the ſpectre. He dropped 
his lower jaw, and a ſound iſſued from his 
inſide, the moſt hollow and agonizing poſlible 
to be conceived; it ſeemed to me a con- 
nection of groans. Tas thus: 


Henry! Henry! Lam vour's! 


c Thou art mine, and he | 18 ore! — 
a, 
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Henry, what is your's is mine, 
© That is you! 
© That I know ! 


Death and thee theſe arms entwine !” 


« The figure ſeated itſelf at the fide of 
my bed ; I had almoſt heard my own words 
expreſſed. His eyes ſtill ſtared like macke- 
rel's on me: mine alſo were fixed could 
hardly believe them. I tried to raiſe my 
arm—'rwas faſt—T could not move. Hea- 
vens! thought I to myſelf, if | had but the 
uſe of my members, my dear friend, you 
a I would have a little manual converſation 
together ; there was a certain ſomething not 

far diſtant, that I longed to launch at t his 
head. —I was as if n : 


e At length the clock ſtruck two. My 
viliter roſe ; approached the fide of my bed; 
* my hand with his clayey _— and 

ſtooping 


e 


42 "= 
ſtooping over me, preſſed his cold ad moi; F 
ps to mine, and repeated 
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Henry, what is your's is mine! 


Death and thee theſe arms entwine * 


© Then quitting me and the chamber, 

deſcended the ſtaircaſe, with as terrible a 

| hollow noiſe as on entering. The door 

| cloſed—the charm ceaſed—my facultics were 

| reſtored, and all my ſenſes returned. 1 
groaned loud and hideous, and ſunk lifeleſs : 
on my pillow. 3 


wa 7s, . 
« The noiſe which 1 made, awoke 
| hoſt and hoſteſs, two waiters, and a 
ber-maid, who ſle pt a conſiderable way ba | 
my room; with ſome difficulty they reſtored” | 
me to my ſenſes, and immediately ſent Boots 

off for the Phyſician, who ſoon arrived, and” 
declared my fever much worſe ; and if 190 
continued to ſuffer ſuch violent agitations, 0 5 
11 mult dic ! However, aker this I doſed 4 | 
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little, but received no fort of benefit from 
it. I now was in a more dangerous ſituation 
than ever; for, from the convulſions I had 
undergone, my diſlocated bones were all 


|  unſet, and the pain of replacing them I once 
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me determine to conceal it from every one. 
I was unea / about Alice dreaded her fate. 


more felt. I was not to be alone for a 
moment; fainting fits, ditto ſhivering, and 


ditto ſweating, played upon me, * turns, 
* whole day. | 


Bur I ſtill had hopes, from the actions of my 


 Githful ſervant, whom I wiſhed might have 
deen more fortunate in diſcovering my miſ- 


take, than myſelf. I hoped my letter would 
quiet the ſuſpicions of the Counteſs, and 


_ convince her my intentions towards her 
| dere were honourable. 


«© The night drew ———— 


b approaching minute that haftened to the mid 


"night hour. I ſunk into a kind of. ſtupor, 
| Per for 


44 THE NEW MONK. - 


| for it was not ſleep; but I was ſuddenly 


_ awoke by a palpitation at my n and the 


village clock ſtriking one; gooſe-ſkin, | | 


cold tricklings, and quick trembling, again 
ſeized me. The ſervant was faſt aſleep; I 


called, but in vain. The heavy ſteps ap- 
proached, the door opened, and my noCturs 


nal Phyſician ſtood before me. Once more 
] was ſpeechleſs—once more I was motions 


leſs. He gazed on me—hung over me, 


and preſſed his wormy * to mine, re- 
——— | 


Henry! Henry! I am your's! 


© Thou art mine, and be is ours: } 


e Every cjrcxptipace of the orecedits 
ſcene was again acted. The clock ftruck } 
«© too.“ The yend deg th inn 


and the * Doctor 1 ** chamber 


* 


60 8 night was n repeated: nk | 


| every night I was more terrified than eue 


1 


g 
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| feveral months) I might oblige it to ſpeak. 


ae bleeding viſiter haunted my mind during 
the day, and his preſence my fight at mid- 
night. 
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<« I knew it to be nothing mortal, yet I, 
thought, if I was able to riſe from my 
bed, (which I had been now confined to for. 


After ſome time I roſe, but fo faint and 
fallen away, that I could not move three 


ſteps without help. Thank God! all my 


fractures were well, but I was worn to a 
thread-paper. I cauſed five or fix perſons 
frequently to fit up in my room; but Cer 


Th the clock tolled © one,” ſlumber ſtole over 
I their ſenſes; nor did it leave them, till my 


provided myſelf with loaded piſtols ; it was 
$ Tain—I was bound, and could not uſe them. 


3s 3 
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marrowleſs tormentor had diſappeared. - I 


During this period, Willy had 1 
| my retreat, and had quieted my apprehen- 
| fe 2520 Alice's lafety. The particulars _ 
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of her adventure were related to me by "7 


{Ervant, nearly as follows: — 


« On the fatal fifth of May, by ſome 
means or other, ſhe could not quit her 


chamber at the appointed time; but ſoon 


after made her intended tour. The doom 


were open, as ſhe expected: but what was 
her ſurpriſe, at not finding me ! She en- 
mined the Doctor's cave, ranged the long 


avenue, and paſſed three dreadful hours in 


fruitleſs ſearches. 


« Frightened and diſappointed, ſhe now 
returned to the manſion, and rapped loudly 


at the gate, after ſummoning up all her 


courage; for the bell had tolled * two,” 


and the maſſy doors had cloſed. The ſleepy 


porter, ſans ceremony, and I am ſure, very 
imprudently, without aſking any queſtions, 
inſtantly opened one of the doors. No 
ſooner did he behold the apparition; than 


he fell flat on his face, with a moſt hand | 
| and terrible noiſe, Profiting by his teat, | 


. 
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47 
ſhe made the beſt of her way to her own 


apartment, and ſtole into bed, aker | 
her phyſical accoutrements. — 


« Willy obſerving my equipage drive off 
with what he ſuppoſed the real Alice, re- 
turned to the village, ungagged Barbaroſſa, 
and the next morning went with her to the 
Counteſs s. When they arrived, Lord Wel- 
ford, the Counteſs, and Lord Glindleharp, 
were conſidering the porter's ſtory of what he 
had ſeen; for, from his exaggeration, they 
imagined he muſt have been dreaming; as 
he faid the ghoſt was fo large, that he was 
two hours and a quarter in getting through 
the hall door ; that he had on- a wig, that 
reſembled large volumes of ſmoke ; his 
face was white as a ceiling, and his eyes like 
two hot heaters, in as many box-irons. On 
bis right arm hung a huge fir-tree, lopped 
of its branches; and in the hand of the ſame 
member was borne a weapon, much larger 
than a ſcythe, ſet ina handle; in his left were 


the large kitchen range; and as * bis 
cost, it was black; his breeches were black, 


would take his oath as to the truth of it, 
quite confounded the liſteners ;—but at 
length the myſtery was cleared up, and the 
unfortunate niece, it appeared, was the 
magnanimous ſpectre, and that that object 


chaiſe, was the real and viſionary Doctor. 


The artful Counteſs now addreſſed Alice's 


about to commit as the moſt criminal poſs 
ſible ; that, if it was to be made public, all 
the- faſhionable circles would ſcout his fa- 
mily as they would a plague. 


For my part, ſaid ſhe, if your daughter 


was mine, ſhe ſhould inſtantly be ſent 


parent, and reprobated the act that ſhe w 


abroad, and never return while ſhe lived. 


er indeed ;—what a Aſiſ in te 
8 ;—Oh: AA 9 | 
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and all over blood. This magnified narra» *F 
tion, accompanied by an oath, that © be 


Willy had ſeen attend his maſter into the 
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nexion, as to connexion, would be forſaken 
like madneſs, or the King's evil. Pack her 
off, do. Wo 


« Her drift for thus adviſing him was 
clear ;—I was loved by her; and left my 
family and rank, on being told to Lord 
Glindleharp, ſhould make him break the 
vow of his wife, ſhe ſuppreſſed my epiſtle. 


The filly man approved his ſiſter's defign. 


The poor girl was called in. All was croſs- 
queſtioned from her, and they ſealed the 
trinſaction by a lie. Barbaroſſa backed it, 
and faid, that my compliments were pre- 
ſented, and that I had now. thought twice, | 
the connexion was at an end; he? as ſhe 
had no fortune, 1 muſt wiſh her good morn- 


Ing. 


My fudden+exit, and the above aſſer- 
tion, gave but too much an air of probabi- 
lity to the whole; and then to clench the 

buſineſs, a letter came from you ſaying, you 


1 4 = nothing of the man the Counteſs men- 
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tioned as your friend. They repreſented me 
as a fortune hunter, a ſcoundrel, a liar, and 


a thief, and gained fo great an appearance of 
the truth of what was advanced, that the 


poor female vowed her mother's vow, and 


{aid ſhe was happy to go whehgger they choſe 
to tranſport her. Her father carried her 
with him to town; and my ſervant, whom 
they had ſecured, was now let looſe, and, 


Wickham. 


after many enquiries, at laſt diſcovered meat | 


„Only judge how I muſt be altered, when | 


he would not, for near an hour, believe me, 
that I was myje!f ; I had ſuffered fo ns my 
late indiſpoſition. 


25 He was bitterly affected, and felt mo 
than you can imagine. From the hour after 


his arrival, I began to grow better and bet- 


ter 3 his ſociety ated almoſt as a charm; 


and as I had always allowed him to be more 
my friend than ſervant, he had been ſtudious 
to Umpoove mm in every thing that It» 


" IE confided 


1 


A a fofa, thinking on paſt ſcenes of horror and 


'R A ſpeech to me at Wien 
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conſidered might render his company more 


agreeable to me. His {kill for muſic and 
poetry added much to his qualifications, and 


he was quick in compoſing ſongs, ſonnets, 
odes, elegies, &c. which, when done, were 
admirable. | The firſt he often ſet to lit- * 
tle wild and melancholy Iriſh airs, which 
he would often accompany with words, to 
the exquiſite and un-ltalianized notes of the 
pipes of that country. = _ 


« One evening, whilſt I was reclining on 


diſmay, Willy amuſed himſelf by obſerving 
two cocks fight 1 in the inn 2 


Lord, if there i is not the man with the 
wad cried he — 


© What ? ſaid I. 


« Only a man (I think he is mad) that 
touched his eye and noſe twice, and made a 


"WW 2 5 Well 
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c Well, what aid be ſay ! 8 


c Oh 11 dom t ks but he ſaid ſome. 
thing about you, not worth mentioning.— 
The maſter of the inn ſaid he was ſure the 
fellow was cracked. In the firſt Place, be 
ſpeaks ſhocking bad and mutilated Engliſh; 
and as for where he came from, no one can 


tell; they ſay the devil dropped bim fly- : 


ing: I am ſure I don't know whether it is 
true or not. He never laughs ; has no ſer- 
vant to attend him, and all his baggage is a 
little cage, in which is confined a large black 


cat. The people ſay he is a conjurer, and 
that it is the man with the iron maſk, 


from the Baſtile, changed into a puſs. Only 


look, Sir, what a tail he has. (I roſe, and went. 
to the window). I am told that part, which 
is wrapped round his waiſt, is four yards 


long, and keeps growing every day. The 


roots of it are behind his left ear, and all the 
reſt of his head is bald. Some fay be * 


the Empreſs of Ruſſia's breath ; others the | 


f 
— 
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* 
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ghoft of Dr. Katterſelto ; ; and many Na. 


| 
t 
| 
| 
r 


"Bf large i in the extreme, == Tous, and hol- 
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na from Wales. The landlord, nevertheleſs, 
| whiſpered me as a ſecret, that he was ſure he 
was the French Convention in diſguite.” 


Well, 5 was his ſpeech, Willy 2» 


Jou mult know then, Sir, he overheard 
me enquiring about you, and inſtantly walk- 
ing up to me, wet the little finger of his 
right hand, and tauching his face or features 
twice, ſaid, He that you call maſter, has- 
found what would make him fain change 
place with his ſervant. Let him think on 
me and mine when the clock ftrikes one. 


This was exactly what he faid.” 


ſtantly.“ 


« ] was obeyed.— The ſtranger entered 


| with my ſervant. He was a man long, thin, 


and bony ; his viſage was marked ſtrongly, 
being ſcored with wrinkles, and his eyes were 


. 28 — 
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law. Yet there was a ſomething in his 


aſpe& that made your welcomes recoil with- 
in yourſelf. He was attired im ſomething 
that had once been black pluſh, and a long 
white band was almoſt pendent to the bot- 


tom of his ſtomach. Round his waiſt was. 


a leathern ſtrap, to which was faſtened his 
cat's cage. He ſtepped about a yard anda 


half at a ſtride, in a manner diſtorted, 4 I 


ficul t, and heating. 


@ After the uſual * of gloomy 0 
weather, bad roads, and the like, I requeſted 


Willy to withraw, on which he cs. 
menced ;— 


| 96 Tu us 
and only me, that can relieve you from π 
nightly diſturber. On the morning, when 


 Synday unxeils itſelf to fagging tradeſmen 


on that morning will you ſee me after mth | 


night, and from that time your tor 
e., 


—— —— a i.e 1 
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« You may be ſure, my friend, I thought 
Warwickſhire a hell upon earth to contain 
fuch ſtrange occurrences. I was aſtoniſhed 
to find, that that which was alone known to 
me, ſhould be ſo well known by one whom 
before I had never feen. I ftared at him; 
©*it's the devil, ſurely,” faid I to myſelf ;—- - 
well, certainly I muft have committed ſome 
heinous crime or other, to be thus followed. 
« But (ſaid I) is it poſſible that one more than 
myſelf can be acquainted with the circum- 
ſtances of this awful ad venture? 


* Aft me not, young man "twill be ſuf- 
ficient to get rid of ſo troubleſome a gueſt ; 
wait till Saturday, and all will be cleared up. 


_ «| dared not urge the matter farther. — 
He changed the converſation, and talked of 
various affairs. Every thing, perſon, and 
anecdote, both private and public, were 
known to him. Diſtant countries, deep 
- Oceans, long rivers, and ſpreading lakes of 
Al parts of the — he knew as well as if hne 
24 . 
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had been an inhabitant, a fiſh, weed, or peb- 


ble belonging to theſe reſpective places. 


He had met the great Bruce more than once 


in Abyſſinia, with a living collop in his hand 
and mouth ;—and what was ſurpriſing, he 


ſpoke of Columbus as his intimate, Cicero as, 
his friend, and Cleopatra as his ——. What 


if it was a lie, it was his affair. This I can 
_ affirm, that he told me the moſt improbable 


things poſſible, and ſeemed to hint that he 


ſhould live for ever. He was invulnerable 


to every thing of every ſort. Water would 


not drown him, if he was to ſoak for a week. 
Fire would not burn him, if he was to be 
roaſted for a year, and baſted with gun» 
powder. As for ſharp weapons, one might 
as well attempt to cut the earth in two, as 

make any impreſſion on him. In ſhort, he 


is a perfect non-deſcript ;—and adds, that 
time has ſet his fatal ſtamp of miſery on him, 


and he 1s curſed by a mark not viſible, but 


when he yawns.— Farewell! we'll meet. 
| again at twelve.” He then left the ros, 
leaving me aſtoniſhed 1 in the extreme. - 


==Þ4—— _ ow 
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ec On for Saturday, cried J.—The 
heavy hours paſſed; the night arrived; the 
houſe, or rather its inhabitants, were reno- 
rating in the arms of Somnus their ex- 
hauſted powers. The ſtranger was punctual. 
He entered juſt at the wane of midnight ;— 
his fable charge was with him, which he 
placed carefully near his perfon. He firſt 
untwiſted that long lock of hair from his 
| body, and, with great nicety, faſtened the 
| end of it to my middle then he ſuddenly 
1 twirled round ſeveral times, which cauſed 
me to be totally encircled tight to him ®y 
this odd bandage. This is very ſtrange (ſaid 
Ito myſelf) ; faith, I fancy I am out of the 
irying-pan into the fire. He next let looſe 
his cat, and faid ſomething like a language 
al Zs, upon which it paced quickly round 
| ws, and ſome devilment or other came from 
his feet ; for before he had rotated three or 
four times, nothing but little red marks were 
to be diſcerned the cat kept moving; 
and its maſter now drew from the crown of a 
tle FIR of hat he Wore, a huge pair of for- 
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ceps. Then ſtrewing labels, phials, gallipots | 
and pill boxes, took out of his left breeches 
pocket a ſmall book. 


| . Nou ſaid he, look not no my ad. 1 
nor utter half a ſyllable.” 1 
Then lie ſuddenly ſeized the four-footed 
animal, and putting its head under his right 
arm, holding at the ſame time its hinder legs 
in each hand, he ſeemed to ſtand in this ſitu· 
ation in profound attention. The clock 
ſtenck © one!” the heavy ſteps approached; = 
had not my uſual affectiont, but waited for 
his entrance with confidence. The phan» 
tom ſtopped at the caty circle ;—the ſtranger 
ſpoke a ſentence in the Z tongue ;—then 
working the beaſt's hind legs in a furious 
manner, up and down, ä in an 
open voice — 


- « Door! Doctor! Doctor ! 


THE NEW MONK. 59 


What wouldeſt thou?” faid the walking 


church-yard. 


« He worked the hinder extremities of 


4 the ſable puſs with more violence than ever. 


© How comes it that thou doſt torment 
this gentleman ? In what manner can reſt be 
given back to thy tormenting relics ?” 


The ghoſt was ſilent. 


, What! wilt thou not anſwer one, whom 
well thou knoweſt can ſtick thy airy form 
nn burning fluids, who can for ever and for 
erer doom thee to eternal pain and reſtleſs 
wanderings.” 


% The phantom ſhook his green ſcull, 


and was withdrawing ; on which my friend 


dropped the animal he held, and ſeizing his 


unmenſe forceps, ſtretched forth his arm, 


| and between the ſnapping part of the inſtru- 


2 


| ; — lad hold of the little remains of the 
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nafal promontary belonging to the Welford 


- Phyſician. It uttered a yell the moſt horrid 


and ſhrill poſſible to imagine. 


© How dareſt thou diſobey? knoweſt thou 


this inſtrument and cat? ſhiver at the ſight, ® 
and think on ancient deeds—deeds of death, 
of horror, and of blood 3 


« He faid this in ſo 3 a voice; 
and opening his mouth more wide than ordi- 
nary, in ſpite of curioſity, and what he faid 
of the yawning mark, I looked up out at the 
corner of my eye, and beheld a grey hairy 
| circle onthe roof of his mouth. I was ſeized 
with inſenſible horror: my head ſunk mo- 


tionleſs on my boſom, and I kept my ſenſa- 


tions within bounds. 


> Yes, faid the ſpirit, © I tremble at the 
mark ;- my rotten frame is ſhaken at choſe 
ſigus; 1 vill obey you! fear you! and know 
both cat and forceps! Be it known then, 


| that my wretched bones lay yet untouched, 


| 


| 
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in ſecrecy and dirt, in the dark cavern at 
Welford. Many are che years they have been 
food for vermin; and' ravens, crows, or 
| kites might, with great care, have been 

+ proficients in the itudy of oſteology. None 


but this young gentleman can give reſt to 


 } Circle was bruſhed from the room. I cer- 


my diſturbed remains; he hath ſigned over 
his body, his ſoul, and every thing to me, 
by his own lips; and ill he garhers in a 
heap my fad remains, and with much care 
and patience, depoſits them in the vault of 
his family, then let him apprentice twenty 
poor boys to as many Apothecaries, and I 
will trouble him no more. 1 mult depart, 
that hair is tickling !* 


He then the pincers opened ſlowly, 
which held the Doctor's noſe, and which, 
till then, had been detained with nd little 
ſtrength. The Paantom ſniffed two or three 
times, and melted quite away. I was now 
unbound from his body ; the cat was caged ; 
the forceps were pocketed, and the feety | 
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tainly was as aſtoniſhed as if I had found . ; 
myſelf in Threadneedle-Street, or the Minu- 
ties: l ſtood ſpeechleſs. oY 


© You have heard the terms of peace 
your duty is to fulfil them. Mine now is to 
diſpel that miſt which ſtill envelops the ſpee- 
tre's hiſtory. When living, the Doctor was 
| houfe Phyſician to one of your anceſtors, 
who was great uncle of your grandfather's 
ſecond couſin's mother's ſiſter. The nas 
ture of this villain's crimes I can faithfully 
communicate to you, being intimate with 
every action of the houſhold.” 


4 Second Hiſtory of the Bleeding Doctor, or 
the Bleeding Dodor' s Life. 


© Door Hectick graduated at an eat 
age, not by his own choice, but that of his 
papa and mamma. 'Yet he was not too 
youhg, but what he faw opportunities natural 
to one in his profeſſion, and which he ſeldom | 
or ever miſſed, when they tended either W- 
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| culed; and as he had nothing to convince 
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By ſome, means or other, after many 


years practice, he got appointed health-re- 
ſtorer to your family; and he made fo good 
| nan uſe of his talents in every way, and for 
every body, that he was equal to every 


thing. He affected to walk in his ſleep, and 
would maſt commonly ſtray into chambers, 
where an honeſt man could have no buſineſs; 
but he was a meddling man : all this being a 


| ſcheme, by which he might pry into the 


affairs of thoſe he ought not to have had any 


thing to do with. In ſhort, he was in every 


circymſtance improper; Atheiſt, profligate, 


| and would facrifice lives, to gratify his beaſtly 


ends. His grand ſyſtem was levelling human. 
nature with the brute ; marriage rights. were 
fooliſh ſhackles; religion was pomp ridi- 


bim of an hereafter, he would exerciſe all 
his facultics whilſt he was ſure of them; all 
was fair game for him, and his grand maxim 
« was not to graſp a ſhadow, and loſe a 
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« Poſſeſſed of a character fo depraved, : 


he now had an eye on the ſiſter-in-law of hig 
| patron, whoſe huſband was next heir to the 
title and eſtate, and who was then on a viſit 
to his brother. He was anxiouſly waiting the 


demiſe of his relation, who was then con- 
fined to his bed, and would have himſelf 


adminiſtered a compoſing draught, but _ 
the — 


A man of this depravity was not loog 


| in diſcovering his equal in the Doctor, Who 


was as deep as AEtna.—He knew on what 
grounds he acted; the murder was concerted 
| between them, and the price fixed by the 
fon of Æſculapius, was the enjoyment of the 
wife of his employer. A night was pitched 


upon for perpetrating the deed. His col - 


| league was to be waiting for him in Welford 
Cave, preciſely at one in the morning,. to 


conduct him, after the 2 to the 
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act its part; ſo ſaying, he produced theſe 


| his ſcalping-knife in che other ; then nipping 
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. © Theeve arrived. —The Lord lay on his 


 fick bed; when the manſion bell tolled 


« one,” his chamber door opened, and the 
Phyſician entered, who drew a phial from his 
pocket, and preſented it to the nobleman. 


L Here, faid he, this will 3 
your reſtleſs ſenſes; it will free you from 
4 load of worldly care; and I doubt not, but 
when you wake again, you will find much 


refreſhment from the draught.” 


97 his i is ſtrange, Doctor; ; why fo late y 


+ Nay, nay, come take it; I inf upon 
it. | 


- © Then Doctor I tell you, I'll be damned 


| if I do; ſo be off to bed.” 


Since you are poſitive, this then ſhall | 


very forceps, taking them in one hand, and 
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inſtrument, he uſed the ſecond in ſo den. 
terous a manner, that in leſs than an inftant 


| his head was bodileſs, and done with 
much eaſe, and in a ſimilar ftile, to the 


_ carving of a leg of mutton. 


r . 
„ 


The unfortunate Lord died without a 
| groan, for the wretch would not even allow 


time for that. Then taking up the night 
lamp, the reeking ſteel yet in his right- 
hand, he bent his courſe towards the cavern. 


aſcance from the top of « large wardrobe in 


the hall as he paſſed along; by what impulſe 


the animal ated from, I know not, but the 


moment the murderer was beheld by her, 


her back arched, her tail thickened, and the 
made but one leap at him; fixing herſelf 
firm by her claws, ſhe began, without cere- 


the fikly man by the throat with the ein 


Every thing flew ac his approach, except |. 
this very individual cat; bur ſhe eyeing him 


mony, to devuur him, tooth and nail.” 
| This created an additional motion in the |. 
| Doftor's gait, for be now ſped like the || 
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| | harbed arrow. He reached the rocky 
\ chaſm; the brother was waiting in anxious 
expectation; who, on ſeeing the black dreſs 
| of the Phyſician, and the glaring eyes of 
the animal, together with the frightful yells 
which accompanied the pair—what but 
the devil ruſhed into his idea? This pheno- 
megnon darted in fury up the hollow entrance 
| of the cave; the Peer of Welford had not 
room to permit it to paſs, fo that the Doc- 
tor's head, from the ſituation of his rider 
being placed Jow, came with ſuch vialence 
| againſt the ſtomach of the inſtigator of this 
'F heinous crime, that his entrails, heart, and 
fe, were expelled his body in leſs than half 
s ſecond. The ſhock proved terrible to 
both parties, (for it ſtunned the other to a 

_ conſiderable degree), and he dropped ſenſe- 
leſs to the earth, The buſy cat ate him to 

the ſpinal marrow, and taking her leave, 
leſt him to die by lamp-light, which he 
did, and till then in a ſtile unknown. 


* > 
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wy This ſtrange concatenation of events 
made ſome noiſe, and rouſed the next heit 


to claim his inheritance; but his peace | 


was inceſſantly violated by the noiſy watt 


derings of the ghoſt ;—but he, procuring 


a prieſt of ſome note in laying evil-comers, 


between the two, the phantom bargained to 


appear but once every ſye years, properly 
attired, at the exact hour of one in the 


morning. This he continued to do ;—and 
now, young gentleman, it reſts with you 
whether he hat reſt or not. Farewell my 


duty is fulfill 


« So laying, cat, cage, and man, left my 


apartment in an inſtant ;—and ever ſince 


that time I could not learn of this ** 


any trace whatever.” 


\ 


Lord Charles here interrupted bis fiend' 
x narrative. 


* 


ce Now cannot you — — I ſhould 


MW 
4 89 1 
'® , i * % \ : 8 


not wonder in the leaſt if be were 2 
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the wandering Jew, or one of the wi iſe 1 men of 
Gathan.” . 


0 Pardon me, replied 8 « 1 be- 


leve it is Archimedes; indeed, one is as 


probable as the other. But to retrograde. 
From this period, my health came back to 


me apace: the Doctor no longer peſtered 


me; I poſted off to Welford manſion; col- 


lefted the old bones. of my viſiter, and de- 


parted for Mary: le. bone burying- ground, 
where our new family vault was erected; 
there I made my depoſit ; prepared for the 


fixed number of apprentices ; and after hav- 


ing the laſt ceremonies * I took * 
r. 


„ My next object was to diſcover, if 
poſſible, where my kind friends had hid 
Alice. My endeavours were vain, and I 
began to abandon all hopes of finding her. 


Te: vc About : 
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“ About eight months ſince, returning 
one night from Covent-Garden Theatre, in 
the moſt dejected ftate credible, I perceived 
myſelf followed by two men and a boy, to 


avoid whom, I turned down St. Martin's 


Lane; it being both narrow and dark, I 
ſuppoſe they thought a better ſituation could 


not offer ; ſo coming up; they ſuddenly com. 


menced a huftle; on which, and without 
much ceremony on my part, I laid about 


turned the compliment roaring. By this the 


ſtepped to a watch-houſe near at hand, and 


father, oppoſite No. 129, and he was then 


kandled, lanterns lighted, and all the pl 
lanx of nocturnal guardians near at hatidi 
The villains, on hearing them approddly 
cried, © Yes, raſcal, we'll hang you; what 
you could not be content with our mon 
dut you want our lives too! Damn yo, 
we'll have ou.” On ſo A they be. 

2 _ labowed 


K i dee, 


little urchin, who knew his buſineſi well, had 


killing them. Rattles were ſprung, flalls 


6 


1 
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vere ſerured, without ceremony, at the 
charge of the ſcoundrels who attacked me. 
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7r 
laboured me with new vigour. Happily for 


me, a gentleman, (who, from his dreſs, muſt 


have been on his way from the play-houſe) 
interfered, or rather joined me, againſt my 
antagoniſts, with a thin cane he held. On 


| perceiving this new-arrived fide with me, 


they exclaimed, © What a brace of you! 


damn me, here's the watchmen; we are not 


afraid of you.” At this juncture the boy, 
and all the troop, drew near, and we both 


One of them, in an imperious tone, ordered 
the watchmen to ſecure us, and that, in the 
morning, they both would attend to fee that 
juſtice was done them. At this time my 
friend and I were endeavouring to perſuade 
the rough watchmen to allow us to walk 
peaceably, and not be dragged like common 
the attention of the whole, who expected we 

ſhould attempt reſiſtance, and ſo added three 
more hands to each of our collars. - Our 
—— — chat on 2ccula- 
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tion they might not be able to make 4 
their charges, took the opportunity of the | 
darkneſs, and momentous confuſion, to fieal 4 
away; and when we were brought before |} 
- their ſuperior in authority for the night, W | 
finding nothing could be alledged againſt ug * 
he faid © we might go, and. think it a lucky 
thing we came off ſo well; and added, * 
— Jos Te you ogrin. "nt 


8 The firanger was ſilent all the ime 28 | 
turning to him that had juſt ſpoken, fac, 


We thank you for your inſinuation; you 


ſhall ſoon ſee us again, but not here; look 
well an. me, for 1 ſhall be known i 


3 


We left them not a little confounded; 
He now enquired of me, hoping I was | 
much hurt; I told him, that I had no doubtbut F 
tomorrow I ſhould find a little difference s 
to my feelings. I then explained the origin 


of the fracas, and of the great obligation s 1 
ad laid me under to him, by his kind Aff 


— 5365 


1 e Charles, I had diſcopered 
Me and my mind now was full of the 1 
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ference: and 1 hoped he would permit me 
to call in the morning, to return him more 5 
voluminouſly my thanks. I communicated 
wo him my name, merely by way of clearing | 
off any impreſſion of my being a fortune 
hunter, a young extravagant town-lounger, 
or an apprentice decked for the theatre. He 


FF was really furpriſed at the diſcovery ; 1 


eſteem myſelf happy,” ſaid he, in having * 
kad it in my power to render ay 
family ſervice. I ſhall conceive myſelf for 
ever obliged to my daughter, for detaining 
me ſo late at Mrs. Rod's Boarding- School; 
ind I now bleſs that moment, which has, 
deen the means of introducing me to the ſon 


| of one, for whom I have the greateſt vene- 


ration. I am at preſent at my brother's, the 
Duke of Goodleparke, but I will affare you, 
in his name, hat every thing in his. houſe i is 


© your diſpoſal.” | by OO 2 
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ec My God! then is my deliverer Lord 
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idea of di ele kai 
r 
I dreaded: not to be diſcovered as My 
Forteſque. I tack. my leave, „ 
nan 


i thoughts now were, hom 1 
work ; he bribed the old porter, and enn 
him over to dur intereſts ; and it way 
that 1 ſhould: be introduced. as; hi 
en I diſcovered a very diſagreeabls 
Jab, or office, he exerciſed, which was, 
tubipper · in, and as ſuch, did not accord with 
my feelings altogether ; I paid him ſo much 
more, by way of exemption from ſuch. dum. 
Having procured the proper diſguiſe, and 
covering one of my eyes with a band, I was 
. ſhewn to the miſtreſs, who, after enquiring 


about the ſtrength of my arm, laid. I might 


do. 1 entered on my new occupation, and 
| were cleaned, was at the boom of te ih 
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days, without beholding what I wiſhed to 
fe, At laſt J heard her muſical voice. I 
likened; and found ſhe was in company with 
Mrs. Rod. They ſeated themſelves on a 
bench near at hand, ſo that I could hear with 
eaſe their converſation. Mrs. R ſeem- 
ed to be very warmly reprimanding her for 
paſt follies, as ſhe termed them; then launch- 
ed out in the abuſe of young men, But the 
the governeſs ſhe was wanted. She ſoon 
left them. They then entered into a very | 
ye converiation, and Alice 8 
ke of pleaſure ;. ing permifion to take 
copics of them, hw of, aving my bir now 
alone. | 


3 I EE SEES 
cognized me, in ſpite of my diſguiſe, and 
was hurrying from my preſence. I ſeized ? 
faſt hold of her; ſhe would not hear me, and | 


* 2 Verden. 
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garden. I perfiſted, entreated, and at kf - 
prevailed upon her only to liſten for a few 
minutes. At preſent,” faid ſhe, it is im- 
poſſible, but at eleven to night you. may - 
find me here. I releaſed her hand, and ſhe 

was in the houſe in a ne 5 


« Tt was night—it was eleven.— Alice m 
there. I repeated my fatal adventures from 
the fifth of May till now. She hated the 
duplicity of her aunt, and blamed herſelf for 
fo eaſily ſubmitting to the obſervance of her 
mother's vow. © But now,” faid ſhe, it 
too late; I have paſſed my word the dye i 
thrown; I am ſenſible how il calculated! 
am to be an old maid—my diſguſt increaſes | 
daily, as I have always à ſample before me 
in my governeſs. I will confeſs to 70 
Henry, my affection for you is as fervent 
as ever ; or Fins 4 Rb TO 
deſtined us not to be united!ꝰ 


. _— 
4 


me — exened all my "dds to prove. 
| that her no had been c— * 
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and falſe methods, and that nothing now re- 


mained, in conſequence, to keep us ſeparate ; 


and if Lord Glindleharp ſhould diſapprove 


of our union, I have reſcued an amiable 
object from obſcurity : once my wife, you 
are free from family authority. Money we 


ſhall never want, and I hope, in my father, 


en find a ſubſtitute for your own.” 


Henry, faid Alice, 0 I love my father, 
and were I to quit the Boarding School, he 


never would forgive me; beſides, I am con- 
ſeious the vows 1 have acceded to, are 
ſacred, I was ſenfible when I made the 
engagement, and would it e 4 


_ them? | 3 


* 


Erbe * bel 2 


dd to attend, after promiſing, that on the 
following night, ſhe would be at the fame 
| Place. Theſe meetings continued for ſeve- 
| ral weeks uninterrupted; and after long 
| argument, and frequent opportunities of be- 
. — 3 | 


Rs Sage NOPE! 
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ed to elope, but that I muſt give her time w 
conſider on its conſequences. Had I aq 


otherwiſe, my Charles, | ſhould have expett- 


ed your eyes to ſparkle with fury, and you 
to ſtart from your ſeat, and attempt to ſeite 


your piſtol; but there is no occaſion far Ii 
this; could 1 have taken the leaſt liberty { 


with your fiſter, from wat moment 'my 
_— my love, would have degenerated, 
and would have evaporated ;—had it been a 
paſſion of that deſcription, I ſhould conſider 
myſelf a villain, and one whom you ought 


chaſtiſe. I remembered the anſwer I miſe _ 
er, _—— the put herſelf under my 


h the in che enim 


En — ſo cad 


ting, it would be impoſſible for ſuch a ma 


n ideas, ©! take the Jeaſe ai. 
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porter, l received this letter at my lodg- 


© Into what an abyſs of reflection have 
you plunged me : Henry, you force me to 
at contrary to the aus of prudence. I had 
teſolved never more to ſee” you, but it is 
impoſſible; ſince our fecond meeting, I am 
' more your's than ever. I am ready ; adviſe 
me what ſteps to take; fince you left this, 
the porter has Toft his place, fo that we have 
nothing to expect from that quarter. The 
waly meuns of conveying an anſwer 10 this, F 
is by concealing it under the poor's box 
which is fixed in Mi. Pencateuch's meeting; 
(I need nor tell you, we are obliged to attend 
en Thurſday, and almoſt every time when 
the bore. preaches) ; I ſhall, when depofinng 
my. donation, find it eafily. Ah! Henry, 
mine is a cruel ſituation | compelled to em- 


brace a fpecies of exiſtence I deteſt; c ” 


ſcious of the l-nature requiſite in filling 
„ | fuch « Character; and forced imo the pet- 
| | — wy 
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a parent, I am now obliged, by cir 
ces, to chuſe between loſing the love 
my relations, he malverſiaians of the will 
or to violate that word with one, whom 1 
adore more than all. No, come for me 
carry me off —I am your's. My poor fa, 
ther's. death, ,which you know has taken 

- place ſo recently, has removed one grand, | 
obſtacle.— He is dead! and can be 

longer angry. 1 have taken my reſolution 
fail not, my Henry. Should our plans s 
ſecond time be fruſtrated, heaven condemgs 
the union Henk! a Shame da nana 

Mrs. R—, Lord have mercy an yobr's | 

: a ch | | ca 
" „ 
6. * "he nb my joy vas bounds | 
8 was ſoon arranged. I lad” 
made my uncle my confident in the affain. 
and the Duke ſaid, he would receive her” 
a parent, and ſhe ſhould be there concealed, 
4ill we could diſcover where you were. ! 
' then hired a noted pick-pocket to ſtealth | 
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key of the garden from the porter over 
night, by which means I became maſter of 
the entrance, and nothing more was to be 
- wanting, but to get ready the means of con- 
1 veying her away. This I did, and informed 
| her of it by that letter which you ſaw me 
deliver this evening. I told her, at twelve I 
ſhould be ready to-morrow night; that every 
thing was ſecure and convenient, and nothing 
was to be feared. —- | 


This, my friend, is the whole of my 
long narrative, and I hope, by this, your 
anxiety for your fiſter's honour has evapo- 
rated. It has been always my wiſh, to act. 
in every reſpect like one of the family of 
hope you will not be again aiding my en- 
deavours to make Alice my wife,” 


hs... 
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| CHAP, v. 
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She bath foreſworn to love, and in that vow 
Do I live dead, that live to tell it now. 


RowEo and Julur, 


Hen Henry concluded mis sene MW 


on which Lord Charles told him, he had 

afted proper in the extreme; that he had 
he had done, and was about to do ; and that 
his fiſter was the leaſt he could beſtow ans 


mw" honourable, and alſo his moſt ini-· [ 


« Purſue your deſign, Henry,” added he, 


and I will accompan y you tomorrow night 
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the affair 1s over.” 


Our young relator thanked him moſt ſin- 
cerely and kindly ; and the other related to 


Margaretta, as Alice had done that of her 
father in her late epiſtle ; therefore be had 
now no more to fear from that quarter, as 


in a fit of paſſion, and expired in no time at 


4 


He then mentioned Ann Maria Auguſta. 
Henry was much aſtoniſhed at hearings of his 
new relation; but at the ſame time he wits 
not a little glad, as, from the ſituntion of cit- 


good turn deſerved another.” However, he 
told his friend that they might depend on 


him, in as ſudden a manner; the death f 


his affeRtion and friendſhip, and te want for = 

| This the lover of Ana Mari | 
þ readily agreed to, which ſhould be 

m6: - - ds. 


after drawing it through his lips, and ſcratgh- 
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* known to him. He then took leave 
of his future brother, and returned home m 
hungry as the devil; for the narrative 9 1 
vented his m_ | 1 


- The 1 morning . faſt agua a | 


ſhoe beck of night, when. Alice's aden 


retired to his chamber; and, as he . 
proached his drefling-room, which led to that 1 
of his bed, he diſcovered Willy fitting near a 
table, ſcribbling in a moſt notorious ma 
ner. He ſtopped to obſerve him; ad # 
after the object of his attention had written 
ſeveral lines, he threw the pen on the table, 


ins his head violently, excgimed, © Now Þ| 
i 1 have dann, and grep i rom | 
3 Han 3 


1 WAS e byte 
1 ade Seu, A maſter FN i 
IRE" 2 HG. 28. 2 |. 
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deres at all; but here they are; if you can 
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The lad hid the paper; and, inſtead of 
putting the pen in the ſtand, in his confu- 
ſion put the extinguiſher on the candle; 
but the fire ſoon retrieved that miſtake, - 


& Oh!” ſaid he, « ns nothing; willyou 


have your 3 * 


Tes! after I have ſeen thoſe verſes, 


Willy. Come, come, don't be ſhame · faced; 


give me them, boy.” 


„ Indeed, Sir, it is cup abakat.; yo. 


think them poetical, you are welcome.” 


He brought the paper to him. Come,” 
ſaid Henry, © read them, Willy, whilſt I 
undreſs. * 8 


—— tile Ms nds wi Hhing 
off his coverables, the page ſeated himſelf on 


ra table by the bed-fide on which the other 


fat, and read the following . and. 1 


1 
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« The night was dark, the wind blew chill ;, 
_ » The Fire was low, its embers ſtill; 
The poker poked, and ſtirr d the dying flame 
Sudden a wat'ry pan o'ertops, 
And lo! upon its cinder props, 
Caſts round a friendly fiz, and greets him by his name. | 


« What | is it thou?” the hard-cruſhed fire, 
In crackling toue exclaimed, with ire, 
While aſhes ting d his hoary front with age. 
% Wouldſt thou again, with ſmmath ring ſtench, 
Put out my light; by heedleſs wench, 
ace en eee e, 


« What buſineſs have you on my roof ? 
Wt pts ere 
er did I boil, I ſcorn the liquid beat: 
eee 
| Dwell uncontroul d within theſe bars ; 
diy beſrm feorns the dew, my entrails ſcorn the wet. 


« Begone, and find ſome humbler grate, 8 
Where charcoal glows, and printers chat 
or boil upon ſome fever- breaſted fwain, 

| Whoſe heart's a furnace for his love, 

| Who Gghs and pants, invokes abe. - 
9 tas hd one avs. = 


Away, or ſmoke and ſulphur ſhall thee rug . 


Ek Cabin vat a8 meyer Lhd bak your bor? 
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, Bethat thy place | theſe cinders hot | 
Avoid! altho' on ſeat fo ſquat, 

Thy liquid burthen fimmers ſlowly ill : 
Remembering that my days of clover 

By thee was marked with ſwift boils over, 

I hate thee, damaged rain, thou puddle of a rd. 


« J have not yet forgot the pangs 

I felt, while hard with frequent bangs, 
The kitchen poker ſmaſhed my dying form ; 

Tas all th* upſerting of a pan, 

Which outed me, and ſcalded Nan; 


« Then fly, and preſs my coals no more ! 
I ve boiled thee often o'er and o'er; 


Thou human plague, that drowned'ſt mankind, 
That's dangerous to the halt or blind : 
Scalder, begone where milder flames do burn ' 


Replied the water as it boiled. — 

{This boil was ſteady, as the Gek-man's groans !) 
—_o Did you to me addxeſs yourſelf ? 

Or to ſome underworking elf, 


* 
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« If one ſad leaky pan be found, 

A hundred others ſure are ſound, 
Whoſe cares might well for boilings late atone : 
But, like he world, you never burn, 

Far other's good without return, 
And "tis impoſſible to ſkin a flint or ſtone. 


% Ingrate l who ſent thy fuel far, 

From Northern coaſts in veſſels rare ? 
Who but the waves aſſiſt to feed thy flame ? 

And who, when trees are young and dry, 

Wets their faint members e er they die? | 
What other was't than water falſe element, I claim ? 1 


« When this I did, you prais'd the ſtream, 
And faid, © Goodly friend, I ween, 
Thou art my ſole ſupport, I love thee dear ; 
Aſk aught, I cannot thee deny; | 
| Thou art the apple of my eye: 0 
| Didſt thou not fay ? and fwore by all that's far or near, 
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«« Mult thoſe loved times no more return, 

And I on ſulky flamets burn; 
Baniſhed your heart, and from your good opinion ? 

Ah 1 no, my ſeruples, ſparks proclaim, 
Are groundleſsall; that friendly flame 1 
B 67 e. - 
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« Again belov'd, thy friend, thy beſt, 

Water (hall boil on thee at reſt ; 
Fearleſs of thy Icalds, from overboiling : 

I bubble, immer, fing at eaſe; 

I dribble o'er juſt as T pleaſe ; 
And fire and wave do once more defy all broilings.” 


A ſkuttle now of copper hue. 
Swift from the corner Nanny drew; 
Its bowels on the fire ſhe ſtraight commits, 
And ſoon it crackles with delight; 
| And ſparks, and pops, and blazes bricht, 
And o'er the water nokes, and roundly bearing fits, 


. Fr 
15 | 1 It praiſes water and North SI EL Ds. 
F Forgets the paſt, it flames anew once more. 
. Tube fuel chuck d from Nanny 's hand, 
8 Hath aRted like a magic wand ; — 
: It burns gu. and lag. e water's priſe oft c. 


- - 


1 N 


Soon as the kitchen heard the ſound, 
Thnſheders Gori of Row eee 
All from their places rolled, and leapt with joy > 
Once more the pewter ſmiled, the pots | 
| Grew brighter, free from dirty ſpots z 
* —— 2 large — = 1 = Gs 
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But good by kitchen ! good by place } I 

| For never more I'll ſhew my face, | . 
ls ſuch unruly houſt as this, I'll ever pray.” 8 
— = among emer rn | 


Since ſuch copfuſion, aye, and foch a rumpuſs, 
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 « Attracted by the harmonious ſound,” 
Pokers and ſpits the fire furroun1 4. | 

And curious, crowd the element to view. | 
The falt-tox haſtened from his nail, 

Eager it ran, to hear the tale; 

And while they hear the friends, ne'er think on what 
—_— 
Cooky to no place conftant long, 

Dragg'd by the ladle to the throng, 

Darts through the paſſage, and beſide the grate 

In fury ſtandls, and burns with rage, 

_ And tears her locks as on a ſtage ; 

And ths furoundd by be things he raves i l. 
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Then thus the cook.cantd-— I =o more 
In demi-kitchens gain will ſeour, 


From ſhelves and nails, et-cetera, * 
Both plate, and diſh, and platter, ah} 
Heedleſs of places where they're fixed, riot and fuſs, 
« On higher ſhelves, of narrow board, 
I've placed ſuch plates, upon my word, 
And clean d them brighter too, withal, I fay : 


— 
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What could he ſay, but what this was a 
witty Anacreontic-like effuſion. He praiſed 
him and his, and told him © he deſerved well 
of the poets. Tis very clever, he added; 
and without meaning what he ſaid, told him, 
| he was not the leaſt judge, though he had 
written poetry, or rather rhyme too. That 
was nothing extraordinary ; for I believe” 
there is not a boarding-ſchool Miſs of 13 
years old but what has compoſed her ſonnet, 
elegy, or ode. Reader, here our friend 
Henry held forth a learned connexion of opi- 
lions, or ſentiments of authors, much ſimi- 
lar to Gambado's hints to bad horſemen. — 
By this Willy had entirely folded up his 
little paper, and Henry Mountfordington. | 
was in his ſhirt. © I with you a good night, 
Sir.” The page went to reft, and all was 
alerp in a twinkling-Now for Lord 
Charles : he went home, but found no letter 
from the quarter he expected. 
Barbara had not been able to write that 
evening, but the next day ſhe found means 
!... . 
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to inform our youth where ſhe was to be 
ſeen. On her return from the chapel, ſhe 
related to her ſiſter how attentive the moſt 
beautiful of men had been to her, and that 
his companion had undertaken to bring 
about matters with her huſband's family.— 
Like a prudent woman, ſhe was apprehen» 
five of ſuch imprudences, and ſhe could dif- 
cover, when Lord Charles's name was men- 
tioned, Ann Maria Augufta grew more red 
than ordinary; and, from other concomi- 
tant circumſtances, ſhe inſiſted on her ſiſter's 
not attending to her promiſe with the two 
young men. But Barbara did not care a 
| pin about ſcruples. She wrote unknown to 
any one; ſo ſtrong was her deſire of ſeeing _ 
the object ſhe had newly known; and ba- 
ing procured a ſheet cf gilt paper; ſhe, with 

proper ruled lines, fat down and wrote, after 
| many contortions of mouth. It was of 
* courſe ſent, and delivered to bun the firſt 
* the morning — 


4a 
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cc My LORD, 


* Your Lordſhip moſt certainly vin accuſe 
me of a bad memory, or a wiſh to forget my 
promiſe ; but on the ſacred telling of what 

I know, I am yet ſure your kind Lordſhip 
will conſider it had not been me that 
ſhould have done it. I told my fiſter how 
we met you and your friend :—ſweet man 
dear perſonage ; I bluſh to fay, yet I muſt 
fay it, let him know, through you, that 1 
long to claſp him in my dear embrace - that 
woman is frail and weak, and like a good 
ſtick of ſealing wax, when hot, may bend 
any way. Be my friend, and don't let any 
© but him know how I like him. —Guefs 
when I told my ſiſter ; ſhe ſaid, O Lord! 
imprudent in the extreme! I had no ſhame, 
and would ruin Miſs Ann's fortune. I have 
a fortune to ruin too; however, we lodge 
| four doors from Sackville-Streer, near the 

Duke of York's. Aſk for Mrs. Olivia, 
“ Your's, my Lord, 


cc BARBARA.” 
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Lord Charles, the moment he receivet 
the above, proceeded, unaccompanied by his 


friend, to the utter diſappointment. of Bar. 


bara. He was uſhered up ſtairs; ſhewn 
into- a neat room on the firſt floor, On his 
e be. Bae) Oe, who was rather 


ypwell, reclining in an arm chair: Ann 
. and Bar- 
bara, in a frock and tueker, held Watte 


Hymns. Charles was not a little ſurpriſed 


to ſee, in the ſiſter of the old maid, a woman 
that had once been all that was lovely ! but 


ſeemed to have impaired her countenance; 


and ſhe was as unlike her daughter's aunt, a 1 


an * apple is to an oyſter.” Olivia requeſt- 
ed him to be ſeated, and then took her dd 


poſture in the chair. 


Ann Maria Auguſta received him by 
bluſhing, ſimple reverence, and ſingular 
emotions. For until this moment, I had 
never recollected he had made no inconſider· 


. 
* | * * 


melancholy ſorrow, and extreme misfortune, 


Fr WW TEE” ERR 


= able impreſſion on. her heart, and had 1. . | 


| favourite horſe obliged him to. leave town, 


dl air; but the inſtant he came back, nothing 
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my want of memory, the fault would have 
been mine, not her's, I am certain. The 
old child read. her hymns, ſighed, Oh dear ! 
raenty times in the ſpace of half an hour, 
making it louder, and more diſagreeable, as 
the time fled. . Then the non-arrival * 
Montague put her aut of all patience ; ſhe 
defired to know what was become of his 
friend 3 be, of courſe, thought an excuſe 
muſt be framed.; ſo told her, the illneſs of a 


in order that it might be b-nefited by change 


nen 


e love tors ia Gd 


Charles now aſſured Olivia, that his friend 


ment poſſible, pay her his compliments. 
— oycdmcmon ſeven. trans) | 
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Henry was ready to acknowledge her as his 
* brother's widow, and would, on the firſt mo- 
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he roſe to depart ; but Olivia, not perfe&ly 
decorous as to the laws of gratitude, neut 


finding that her reaſons for ſo doing, pits 


dive into, very coolly invited himſelf. 10 
ſuch a caſe, what could ſhe do ?—ſo it was.” 


Ann Maria Auguſta being Mens wil — 1 


ners of Lord Charles, and the other oath 
odd impudence. In ſhort, the young hdy 


was over head and ears in love 'with kin, 


which the mother plainly faw, and it u 


from that reaſon alone ſhe wiſhed him not o | 


reviſit them. 


Here the mother of our living Venus, by 


a moſt intricate converſation, clearly fou 


— — 


requeſted him to repeat his viſit; and he, f 


ceeded from ſomething which he could ht 


that the heart of e e was =_ | 7 
. pinens o of the : young Lond. — 
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| we all think we are well acquainted wink 
that odd thing Love; but when we are inter- 
rogated as to its nature and properties, the 
devil a one can deſcribe them; and I believe 
it is the only ſpecies of diſorder, if fuch it 
may be called, whoſe ſole cauſe is its cure; 
and we generally find now-a-days, it heals _ 
witha vengeance, and almoſt commonly torally 
obliterates every ſenſation, (by being the 
y of the ci - devant lover) kavin im- 


preſſions of another ſort, that * . 
— n 


bee in cal wn vaice in dg Udet Uf 
is work ſhould come to paſs between this 
couple above-mentioned, it ſhall not be my 


falt if their charming faculties eydporate.” 
But once more to Mrs. Olivia' 8 _ 


I at. Atty. AS. 4 kd * 
5 — 
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We now find A Matia Auguſta on her 
knees, before her mother, (but for what T 
| dov't know) The gbod lady ſceing the 
We difference both in family and fortune,” . 
1 _— to point out the impru- 
For: 11. 3 8 ns . 
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dence of encouraging ſuch a flame, adding, 
«« you are poor and friendleſs, my girl; L 
Charles is heir to the Dukedom of Woodle. 
park; and ſhould his intentions be honour. 
able, his uncle, I am certain, will never can. | 
ſent. By fad experience I know what it is 
- marry againſt the family will; ſtruggle, my - 
child, with your affeftions; conquer it if 
poſſible ; your little heart is tender, is fu. 
ceptible ; it has already received too firang | 
an impreſſion ; but when once convinced | 
that you ſhould. not encourage ſuch ſeni - 
ments, I truſt that you have ſufficient forti- | 
tude to drive them from your boſom.” 


Reader, you muſt give me ſome credit for 
extraſting from Olivia's mind ſuch ſentimens. = 

Could any one act with more prudence— | 
reflect. Now behold an inſtance unpamal- | 


| teled of filial duty. At once Ann Mari 


2 : 
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ings: forbid Lord Charles to renew his viſits, 


che neceſſity of ſo doing.” To all this Ana | 


a ˙*ðñ 


the door. They entered the garden—they 
waited—no Alice. The friends drew nearer 


ſcholar's, and her ſchool's good name, de- 
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<« I muſt, my dear daughter, let the onder 
grate with unbearing harſhne(s on your feel- 


and the next time I fee him, I muſt be under 


Maria affented; vas ever mother bleſſed 
9 


While this was acting at Olivia's, Lord 


Charles haſtened to rejoin his friend Henry. 


Every thing was ready for the elopement of 
Alice. At twelve the two friends, coach, 
&c. were at the place appointed. Hen 
drew forth the key, and ſhortly unlocked 


the ſchool. n 
peaceable. | 

The governeſs, anxious to keep the diſco» 
by making ſuch an imprudence public, ſhe 
might diminiſh, in-@me degree, both hey 
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termined to puniſh the unfortunate tel in 
a moſt unexampled manner. Firſt ſhe though 


of having her unknown lover caughtby three 


ſtrong men, and whipped in the eyes of all 
ber pupils: that would create too much 


noĩſe; ſo ſhe. contented herſelf by letting him 


blow his fingers in anxiety, whilſt ſhe con- 
fined the unfortunate girl as cloſely as if ſhe _ 


hadbeen in a madhouſe. 


- The males, for their part, ſtayed there til 


day-light, and then retired, aſtoniſhed, diſ- 


| * and apprehenſive. 2 


: „ o'clock Lord Charles went 
to the ſchool, and requeſted to ſee his ſiſter. 
The governeſs appeared in her little rectir- 
ing room, for ſhe never allowed any one to 
penetrate farther. Here ſhe appeared wih 


a countenance as long as my leg, and told 


the brother, that for ſome days his ſiſter had 

been indiſpoſed, and much agitated, and ao 

one could find out from what cauſe. That 

on — noon, at — minutes paſt 
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® twelve, her diſorder increaſed to fuch a 
pitch, as to confine her to her room, and it 
vas the Doctor's order ſhe ſhould ſee no 
one; as her caſe was deſperate, the remedy 
muſt be adequate. Charles believed this 
no more than if ſhe had told him St. Paul's ©: 
had called a coach for the monument.— 
« Nay,” faid he, © I am her brother; 
admit me to her apartment; ſurely there = 
be no ara. in "ay I | 


: — 
8 1 


cc Your requeſt, Sir, n Ty cars 
not be granted; the laws of my ſchool 
ſuch as will not permit it; and if ſhe was u 
Princeſs, and you a! Prince, I would t 
allow ir; but Sir, if you call to-morran, 


3 1 ſhe 1 is better, I may deliver yo | 
meſſige E 


Wich this queer kind of an uncertain an- 
ſwer, Charles left her, unſatisfied, and afto- 
niſhed that fuch could be practiſed | in an 
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He returned the — 
much worſe, and his requeſt could not be 
delivered to her. Charles ſtormed, raged,” 
| and threatened Mrs. Rod moſt violently.” 
He now found it impoſſible to obtain a fight - 
ol his ſiſter by entreaties, and was determined 
t purſue another method. He employed 
Henry was almoſt frantic, and they all were 
have been diſcovered; that -Alice's malady 
| was falſe, and they knew not by what means 
e cake her from the hands of the governeſs. 
” Lord Chatles's uncle was called abroad on 
dme important buſineſs, and until he retur 
ee it would be impoſſible to demand Alice, |} 
n be had left the ſtricteſt orders that ſhe 
| ſhould, on no pretence whatever, be per- 


q — to quit Mrs. Rod's. However, be 
wrote. to bis relative, requeſting that his ſiſter 
| maight leave that.ſeminary inftantly. 1 


This, in ſome eine, relieved him from 1 
d — WO 
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| he had now a few moments to attend to 
Ann Maria Auguſta, to whoſe habitation he 
pai Olivia was ſolus, who, without 
loſing an inſtant. of time, communicated her 
opinion on the late meaſures ſhe had deter- 
mined to take ſince her late converſe with 
her daughter. She commenced, by excuſing 
' herſelf of ingratitude for his kind interſe- 
rence with Henry ; and then, mentioning the 
unfortunate impreſſions his preſence had made 
on the too ſuſceptible heart of her daughter, 
1 added, © that from motives of the moſt un- 
© precedented prudence, ſhe muſt requeſt, 
nay, ſolicit, that his viſits might not be re- 


peated; and,” continued ſhe, © all this 


1 when I requeſt once more, that you will not 


1 totally originates from the very confderable 
difference that exiſts between your 
her's. x 


cc l 


that her parents were neglected as meniak, 
and baniſhed as criminals : pardon me then, 


r and by inſpir- 


a . 9 
* = _ 8 7 ; , 
— — 6 2 . — , 

wy e 


9 
ing the poor child with thoſe ſentiments} © 
gratification of which is next to an 1 


tity, and which will be the means of m. 
a mother yet more unhappy.” 
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* Glorious woman!“ exclaimed Lik 
Charles, © I love your daughter; pardon 
my frankneſs, as I have your's. All my en- 
deavours have been to inſpire her with the 
fame ardour with which ſhe has me, and 
then, happy indeed will I be to lead her 90 
the altar as my wife; I ſpeak n 
I of my heart.” 


* 
N 


8 vou are oa l replied 
Olivia; I know too well the conſequences 
ol an alliance fo unequal as this would'be. 
In me you behold one fatal example, and 1 
| hope. that I ſhall never exiſt to witneſs @ 
repetition of my own misfortunes in the 

, perſon of my daughter. You well know 
7 the circumſtances which related me to the 
Mat Lond Henry; by the fatal unigh 

- of Olivia, and a branch of that hols 1 
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ro 
that branch blaſted by the peſtilential been“ 


of miſery ; from that period its wonted” 


yigour fled, it withered ! Oh! thy, lend,” * 
" how ſhall I tell you? death tore it fro 


that unnatural ſtem which had dem ned * 
nouriſhment. But why ſhould 1 pieree & 
young a heart with woes not poſſible to be 

equalled? My poor huſband bore wem 


be reproached me as the ſole cauſe Gf F 


diſgrace; yet he never reflected, and Ike A. 


ſervant I once faw ſpill coals on his mi- 
treſs s carpet then curſe the ſcuttle ;—how* | 
could it help it ?—it was his awk wardneſs in 
putting it in a ſituation, by which he cal 


led forth his own execrations, and his miſ- 
neſßß's reprobation of his conduct. Only re- 
view my Alfred's words I was the eſſence 
of all his afflictions! the flow poiſon of his 
- exiſtence! and the huge gulph that, fwal-' 


lowed him up from his relatives! I as the 


ae but few and trifling to ſome. I was over- 


Apennines in his way to happineſs!” but theſe 
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| daily, and when he faw I was on the vr 
al the grave, all his ancient love for me e 
rurned,;—he aſked my forgiveneſs a hundred: 
ad a hundred times; was frantic ; mall» 
5 difted himſelf for being my murderer ; often! 
would he practiſe the meſt furious marks of 
- grief, yet never went ſo far as to throw him 
; r to live for him, and far 
children. Is not this a terrible example” 
f inequality in marriage ? and from my own. , 
q | Experience it 1s r jp Ann Maria Als 
1 
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|. 5 « Nay ! hat 1 have: enough ts foil 
1 as we ought, without his aid ; beſides, I h | 
| an eſtate not 8 to _ 
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„n well; my Alfed = notary | 
3 e yourſelf; but Jove had had driven 2 


| 
I bim. Twas too late; his friends would: no 
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prudent refleAion, and left his heated mind 
no time for thought. The dye was caſt !— 
J was his wife, and that falſe fancied en- 
_ thufiaſm evaporated by degrees; the miſt 
af ſatisfied wiſhes daily diſſipated itſelf, and 
his real ſuuation ſtood giganticly before 


longer countenance him; we left England; 
and before a very long time clapled, my 
huſband, and à couple of dear infnuating 
ketle ones, found their graves in Abyſſinia. 
My only remaining hope was naw centered 
nin Ann Maria Auguſta, and with her I re- 
turned to England. When I once more 
beheld its white cliffs, my God! what did 1 
not feel? and when the Dover fiſherman, ina a 
trne manly voice, chaunted © Rule Britannia 
I ſobbed aloud with joy; I thought on my 
dead Lord and little ones.” ——Olvia was 
filent, for ſhe actually did fob aloud wiped _ 
the big war bom her alley Oh 
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ments, my Lord.” 


- Why the lefe the room, reader, I cannot | 


fay, but fo ſhe did; at the ſame time put a 

paper into Charles's hand, written by her 
huſband during his voyage to | Abyflinia, 
which ſhe requeſted that he would amuſe 
Kimſelf with till her return. What ſhe went 
to do ſhe beſt knows; J don't like to be 
inquiſitive for fear of odd anſwers; ſo vil 
— her to herſelf, whilſt our youth peru 
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Ks Wake all 1 0 1 


Theſe piercing orbs ſhall ber thy forni no more; 1 
2 45 certain e my heart and liver, Es 3 
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 Squalls are at reſt, while ſplaſh the veſſel cutting, | 


- In oaths, and threats; and ſtamps, up high in air: 
Jo purer ſouls my faults it now diſcovers, © 


Many a virgin, deep he oft embrines then, 
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With noble bow the parts the briny wave: 
Alas ! my courage oozes from its footing, - + £. 
And ſpreads to nought, my future ills to pave. oi 


« I ſee it yet!” as wild aloft it hovers” 4 


And I am left alone in anguiſh and deſpair. _ * © + 
Faſt by ſome houſe for bathing, ſings the dipper; 
So juſtly famous for his ſtrength of arm: I 
And near him whiſtles many a jolly ripper 
on Brighton's ſands, or Margate's.coaſt ſo warm. 


Ah ! happy man! he waits the accuſtom'd hour ! 
When watery ſurf obſcures the wheeling form: 
And gladly takes his uſual mark of port 
And ſhares his gain, the produce of hie erm. 


With artleſs ſqueezes,”and unconſcious harm, 


r 
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Ah! happy man | if I thy ſtation changing, = 
How bleſt I'd ſtand funk wet up to my knees : 3 


No more mine ear mall Iiſt the well-known organ, 
Turned by ſome ſavoyard, or pauper's hand: 

| Far from theſe ſounds, and London's boiſterous jargon, 
1 wander exiled in ſome foreign land- 


No more mine eyes behold in public places, 
Charms that are loſt fur ever to my view z- 


1 fly me far, a tedious, tedious long-way, 
Where penſons Ie on living, do I bend: 
Where Bruce hath roam'd, alas! tis Abyflinia, © 
There am I doam'd my future life ta ſpend. 


Oh woe ! and death! and tears | and frequent fighing ! 
© Deſpair and gloom bath mark'd me as her own. 
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To pleaſures paſt; it hankers there again: 
Why did I leave them ? wherefore ſuch long demurs ? 
Was not I neglected I fled from as from rain. 


Yes, London's haunts, and dear enchanting pleasure; 
The Opera's ſeat, an which I've often fat : 
My manſion's lofty rooms, its glittering treaſures 
Oh! Alfred, think } Ok: think, Sir, of but that 1 


\ 


What ponderons clogs I've drawn. from yonder, 
Weights that my folly, and my paſſions wrought :- 
| How I'm enchained; that nought can rend aſunder ; 
Yes, death will! there, there's the happy thought f 


That wich was ane wy anions theme of brings 
Has grown a thing, a perſecg trifle now = 
"Tis grown quite thread-bare, and Thate its moving: | 
Near to my perſon, OO LO 


Bubf lnryartnls Alt; the ſun ſwift Gnking,, 

Lees twilight miſtreſs of the paſſing day» | 
Ana as I on my long-loſt quiet thinking, | 
= II pictures fleeting joys and rooted miſery. 
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The moon is up, 25 

1 t0 the cauſe of all my woes reire 
Why ſhould I ſpurn her, an l her ſteble litter; 
Yes, the ſhall kindle the extinguiſh'd fire. 


| Vain is the thought! however I will try it, 

Should I fill think in melancholy ftrain, 
She is my choĩce - ſay? can I deny it? 

No! then be content, and call her not thy bane ! 
The length of theſe verſes juſt occupied + 
the interval which detained Olivia. She 
returned. 5 


1 x 


« Well, my Lord, you have wich my 


reaſons for wiſhing you not to repeat your 
viſits; but I throw myſelf totally on E. ' 
prudence.” | 


« But, dear Lady, ſhould my uncle ap- 
prove my intentions, will you then P 
me to woo your * * 
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Les, Lord Charles, and until then do 


It was granted, and after explaining why 
Henry did not come in perſon, he; without 
any ceremony, told the whole of his ſiſter's 
unfortunate tale; and that +43-ſoori as his 
friend's mind was a little at reſt, he would 
loſe no time in 3 him. in 


e What! and then is your ſiſter oſt at 

Mrs. Rod's,” faid Olivia; „ be careftly and 
| proceed with firmneſs, for I have heard ſuch 
inſtances of cruelty practiſed by her on her 
pupils, that would even make-Horror's hair 
ſtand erect. She is the moſt hard-heatted, 
rigorous, implacable, and revengeful monſter 
breathing. I ſhudder when I think a ſiſter | 
of your's ſhould be in the hands of ſuch a 2 
one.” | 


15 


The counts PO went pine 
but there was no anſwer from his uncle. 
B * — * arrived, by 
1 which 
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which he was empowered to demand l.. 

learning hours. He waited en fe. 
the concluſion of that time.” At length. the. 
| governeſs appeared in her receiving- ro. 
| Alice was demanded. The old beldame w. 
. Plicd, © Indeed the poor girl was very, very 
ill; the doors pronounced her dangerous, 

and the only means of ſaving her, was. 
n TIS.” 


— ww 3g © > 


; | Tank: Charles believed not 2 ſyllable. 
« What,” faid he, e and will you not let 
me ſee her?—there, read! now I demand | 
Maree amino . he: = | 
| 3 ? 


„ | The kind lady was not a little ſtruck ina 
- heap by this production; the faw, and knew 
= the hand to be that of the Duke of Woo. 

dlepark, and artfully placing a fort of baſtard 
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ec This order is poſitive, and ſhould be 


ſent in my power; your lifter is already re- 


moved, and by one's order that it was im- 
not to obey. Time was the meſ- 
ſenger, and the mandate death f., 


Lord Charles was priified,— My God! 
dead BW | 


LO Yes, my Lord, th por Lady il 
Friday.” N 


| * [tis impotible,” cried Charles hes 
mently, , you deceive me: it was not a 
minute ſince e "the ani eee ee 
ftantly lead me to her, or Engliſh, laws. ſhalb 


mankind ; you ſhall be branded as a 


« Hold, Sir, your ſiſter is dead, and it, 


yas to fave your feelings a tremendous: trial, | 
I ſo long kept her expiration a ſecret, 


l mr 


confeſſion = 


v — NC - * 


hold you up as a ſcorpion, to be avoided, by 


* 


e — 
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conſeſſion ſhe made; the hour bete 

latent ſpark forſook her, you would M © | 
bleſſed the day when illneſs firſt found ob  þ 
ing in the world. On her ſick bed ſhe eg 
led to nme: Mrs. Rod,“ faid ſhe, © you have | 
been a mother to me: Oh! had I büt . 
truſted the moſt ſecret actions of my ſoul o 
you, might this moment die contented; 
but hear me—I am loſt. There livess | 
villain, the cauſe of my miſery — my death! } 
he las ſeduced me from a parent's vows, and q 

made me the moſt criminal of wretckes; 1 = | 
leave him my unhappineſs, and my maledie- 
tion: büt I have not only admitted him w 
my friendſhip, but "alſo your late porter,” 
On ! forgive me; dear Madam, and aſk the 
fame of my brother. She expired, and le 
che world! So good morning. I have un, 
ten to your uncle for leave to inter her, and. | 
when I receive his n I will ſend * F 


4 r ner 


— | 
STi! 


«3 


Ped Charles, ig what he aa 
* walked om the ftreer, and had 
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ed a conſiderable way before he 
could reflect in any regular manner. He 

| then hurried to Henry : the news drove him 
quite wild—he would not believe that ſhe 
was dead, and vowed the walls ſhould be 
levelled with the ground, but he would find 
ber. Charles ſunk into a kind of ſtupor, 
| and ſeemed, or firmly believed, he ſhould 
' never again behold his ſiſter ; yet he thought 
ſome foul methods muſt have been uſed in 
| fnding her into the other world. How- 
eier, they both determined to be in a man- 
ner filent on the buſineſs till Alice's uncle 
ſhould arrive, and then ſteps certainly ſhould 
be taken, by which they might take ven- 
geance on the governeſs. Lord Charles had 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing Ann Mariz 
Auguſta; and he deferred mentioning his 
paſſion to his uncle yet ; not from a fear of 
dfapprobation, but until ſomething ſhould | 

de done in the late melancholy affair. Alice 
| had now been no more for two months; 
| nothing had yet been done, and he weekly 

_ 1 the arrival of the Duke. I 4 
Vi — 
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CHAP. a VI. 


I beg but leave to ber this jewel: feI— 
And now tis up again; it muſt be married i | 
To that your diamond. 3 | 5 
oy 4 CYMBELINE,\ 


eden Ar dat 


Tur firſt burſt of tranſport was paſfal: g 
Johns appetite was farisfied : he had filed 
his belly almoſt ; and gently laying dom ius, 
knife and fork, drew himſelf erect in his fat, | | 
and gave way to reflections he thoughts {| 
what he had juſt been doing, and trembled - 
at the conſequences of a diſcovery. He 
blinked his eyes, and ftroked his chin vis 


el 
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9 reſſed my peace for ever !” | 


To me do you direct all this, Jolhua ? 
by who have forfaken every thing for you; - 
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the rock. bis hand youty. Joſhua,” the 
murmured, how did you like the pork ?”* 


The prieft ſtarted at the found. 


Dangerous! yes, moſt dangerous of 
women?!” faid he, © into what a prodigious 
gulph of fin have you plunged me; you 
UE 
for years; ſhould this, together with your 
ſex, be diſcovered, my reputation will be for* 
ever loſt, and all merely for the pleaſure 
f a few moments. Fool, dolt, aſs, that I 
was, to truſt myſelf to your ſeduftions ! what 
can be done ?—the ſteed is token, and muſt 
11 now ſhut the ſtable-door ?—wretched girl, 


1 the decency of ſex, my 
— —— "oy EP: 
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life ?—No! 1 have done you a ani | 
have made known to you pleaſures which | 


you might never have taſted, and exerciſed 
ſenſations you never might have exerted. 
We were never formed to be a morrtification 
to ourſelves it is unnatural : 


to uſe them? were ſuch ſweets doomed to 


us, not to be exerciſed ? Joſhua, where is | 


your reaſon ?—indulge in thoſe bleſſings you 
poſſes: it is not criminal to eat when you 


are hungry, aud that of the beſt. Were | 


you to bereave another of his food, or pilfer 
unjuſHy for a meal, I then, might cry, ceaſe; 


do not therefore reproach me, L have taught, 
What is pleaſing to the palate, and let me ſee 


you A with "ws 8 n u 


"dv he ks, . eyes ſparkle 1 | 
glorious victory ſhe had obtained. She. 
placed hecſelf oppoſite; to him; and cutting a 
ag delicious bit of the brown, launched 
| n his plate. - Joſhua, again licked bis | 

_ the FOE: was . his vows: . 1 


3 — 


N. 
12 


why. were our | 
faculties, our ſenſes, given us, if we are not 
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| | Already broken; he had already done the 

| thing, and why ſhould he refrain from its 
| | reward? he put it to his mouth with re- 
| doubled ardour. No more was he hampered 
by apprehenſions; encouraged by the exam- 
| ple of his fair, he gave a looſe to his vora- 
cious appetite, whilſt ſhe aided him by 
luxurious ſauce of apples, and every other 
that might heighten the bliſs of the delightful 
banquet. Joſhua wallowed in pork and 
| gravy, the pleaſures of whoſe tit bits had 
been till then unknown to him. Swift fled 
| the night; the morning bed to behold him 
till occupied in gormandizing. 


Intoxicated, indeed almoſt ſuffocated, the 
| | preacher aroſe from Berſey's artful table. He 
now was at full liberty to enjoy the bent of 
the two grand features of his diſpoſition— 
gluttony and epicuriſm ; and his only fear 
was, that ſince his fair clerk had accompliſh- 
| ed her wiſhes, ſhe might decamp, and 
| expoſe him to the world; fo he requeſted 
| that ſhe would remain for ever with him; ; 
— q — | 
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* nay,” faid he, I will leave you every 
thing I am poſſeſſed 0 ſhould Death hy 
violent hands — me. 


cc Well, faid Betſey, “ ſince I have 
made myſelf ſo valuable to you, I will re- 
main : no fears ſhall retard me, and no offers 
ſhall entice me from you; but before I per- 
ſectly accompliſh, · there is one thing which 
muſt be done, and you muſt ſwear moſt 
uprightly, that you will not aſk, how and 

what it was.” He obeyed maſt ſolemnly, 


« That's well, moſt amiable of paſtors; 
you muſt overlook ſtrange incidents; forget 
in what way you can be aſtoniſhed, and re- 
| gard me as one, who thirſts after elevation 
of character like your's. Have you, or 
has our landlady the key of the door at the 


bottom of the back ſtairs, that leads at onee 


into the cellar and the garden? 8 
No! but I can eaſily get it.“ 
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te Do that, and we have only to proceed 

into the cellars of the -houſe, where I muſt 

be left alone for an hour. Now leave me; 

get the lock appendage, Hark ! I hear the 

ſteps of ſome one approach; run, fly, or I 

I fhall have no time to clear away the relics of 
| our pleaſure. Stay, hide that plate—pocket 
' that boat of ſauce—now cover the table over 

with the bed quilt; — there, tis well!“ 


T Having arranged every thing, the good 

nan left the room. Scarce had he cloſed 
the door, indeed he had not, when Doctor 
Vial made his appearance. 


[ | 
| « Huſh !” ald Ian te be quiet as the 
dead; I have this moment been to ſee your 
I patient; he is ſound, and ſleeps moſt divinely; 
/- | - do not diſturb him.” —Then hooking che 
: 3h intruder under the arm, ſtrode off with him, 

| with no ſmall ſatisfaction. 

Joſhua now felt embarraſſed, and 3 

mw eye was gazing on him, laying, % You 
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have rioted in gocd cheer.” His mind un- 
conſciouſly wandered to Betſey's feaſt. The 
better to cloak his tranſgreſſion, he affected 
to be more devotional, therefore walked more 
erect, and crammed his hand deeper in his 


breeches pocket, by which means he only, 


till that moment, found out that he pq ſſeſſed 
a ſmattering of hypocriſy. He had been to 
chapel, and inveighed, with triple ardour, 
againſt the pleaſures and gratifications of the 
world. Having returned to his lodging, 
the laſt night's ſweets ruſhed with redoubled 
ſtrength upon his imagination: his mind was 
in an uproar, and he pictured to himſelf city- 
feaſts, court end fetes, and pious abſtinations. 
He reflected on the kind, ſoothing, grateful, 
and delicious ſenſations of the former, whillt 
the latter poſſeſſed leanneſs, coldneſs, ſick- 
neſs, and the blue devils. «© Am I not,” 
ſaid he, © bleſſed with organs, and faculties? 
yes! and have I not reaſon that tells me 
comforts from pains? yes! then I will uſe 
that to my own advantage and eaſe, and ſtill 
retain ME. — 8 celebrated in the 
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world.—But then! voluptuous living brings 
on maladies uncomfortable ; it fills one with 
humours, blotes, and qualms :—yet ! Oh the 
dear morſel! I will enjoy myſelf: 1 hke 
good things as well as any body ; and what 
am [, that do thus deny myſelf? The world 
ſhall not Know it; 1 will adhere ſtrictly to 
my former conduct, and I doubt not but I 
ſhall retain the _ * in the hearts of 
my auditors as ever. 


Wich theſe reſolutions, he determined to 
cultivate his ſenſe of taſte in the moſt ac - 
compliſhed manner. Having had bur little 
reſt, he threw himſelf on his bed; ſlept 
| found, and awoke with a freſh appetite. 


| The evening drew near; Joſhua had ſecured 


the key of the low door opening into the 
cellar. Betſey was ready; and waited his 
coming. | | 


« J have been here, Joſhua, and waiting 
* ny” faid ſhe ; © my future W 
0 3 es and 
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and your enjoyment, depend Where is the 
key?“ 


In my left breeches pocket.“ 5 
Follow; for time flies! 


She then took a brown jar from the table, 
bearing this in one hand, and a little penny- 
poſtman's lantern in the other. They 
ſped- not a ſyllable uttered on either ſide, 
The perambulators moved on with careful, 
but quick paces. They paſſed the back 
ſtairs, and moving forwards, through a kind 
of ſhed under the wall, reached the weſtern 
eorner of the garden. Her eyes glittered 
gaily; the holy was horror-ſtricken; a kind 
of deſperate expreſſion played over Betſcy's 
viſage. She gave Joſhua the light—he 
trembled from crown to ſole; then taking 


the key, unlocked the door, and entered the 

cellars. The entrance was a ſmall damp 

dripping anti-room, a receptacle for looſe 
bang. r cracked bottles, and four beer. | 

'S 5 
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This place belonged to the celebrated Mrs. 
Rod, who rented it of our adventurer's 
landlady; one part of it belonged to 


the houſe, and was, by its inhabitant, 


made uſe of, the diviſion being marked only 
by an iron railing, the bars of which were 
not extremely high, ſo eaſily clambered over, 
when neceſſity has no law. Thither the 
couple followed each other. Betſey twined 


over the iron ſeparation, and the awkward 


pak.” 


prieſt did the ſame, with no little difficulty. 
She ſoon found the door, in which was kept 
the good old bodies of the liquor for the ſchool. 
It ſignified nought whether the moon or ſtars 
were viſible, for thick arches obſcured the 
ſky. They proceeded, and ſoon diſcovered 
the door of the inner vault: exactly three 
ſteps led down to it, and they were on the 
point of deſcending, when a noiſe broke their 
intent. 


<< There are people in the hollow paſſage! 
Betſey faid to the Prieſt; ce hide till they 


| = I. Se 


128 THE NEW MONK, 


She took refuge behind a large empty 
hogſhead, erected as a mark of its having 
once been filled for the benefit of the gover. 
neſs. Joſhua followed her example, care- 
fully concealing the lantern, in caſe of 
accidents. The door of the beer cellar 
opened—rays of light darted along the 
arched paſſage, when two females followed 
them, dreſſed in mourning habits; they 


_ ſeemed in the moſt 53 and energetic 
converſe. 


The pious had no difficulty to diſcern, in 
the right hand one, Mrs. Rod, and in the 
leſt, the French teacher, as her companion, 


« Every thing is ready,” faid the head of 
the ſchool; © er fate ſhall be decided to- 
morrow : let her cry; let her ſigh; we will 
let her know into what hands ſhe has got: 
never has ſo iniquitous and wicked a ſcheme 
been attempted fince I have kept Rod- 
Houſe * *s 
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The teacher anſwered thus, for ſhe ſpoke 
Engliſh like a native— _ 


ce Alice is much beloved in the ſchool, 
and depend on it, your ſiſter-in-law will 
eſpouſe her cauſe warmly-; but we muſt do 
what is to be done, quickly, ſilently, and 
with reſolution, and not mind her en- 
treaties: certainly your ſchool would have 
loſt its character, had theſe _— not been. 
taken.” 


« Yes! ſhe has diſgraced my houſe; the 
contagion muſt ſpread no farther, and let it 
be an example to the ret, for a ſtitch in 
time ſaves nine. Beſides, the horrible diſ- 
covery made to that upright creature, Mr, 
Pentatuche ! before him I ſay, who is mine, 
the world's, and my ſcholar's idol; he, the 
moſt devout, innocent, and dear object in the 
world, for in his eyes I wiſhed to impreſs an 
idea, that my ſeminary was more ſtrict than 
any foreign convent! had this not been 


= © dane, what could 1 have hid? how ſhould I 


55 
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be looked upon by him; for I would ſooner 


facrifice one hundred girls, than loſe in his 


good opinion an atom. Tomorrow is the 
day — examples ſhall be out-exampled.” 


Here was a diſcovery for the preacher— 
Mrs. Rod his devoted ! they proceeded, 


.. and the governeſs unlocked the door which 
communicated with the ſchool, and having 


entered, it was cloſed after them. 


Betſey now aſked, who was this Alice, 


with whom the good lady was fo violent 


againſt, and how Joſhua became entangled 


in the tranſaction. 


The adventure was re- 


lated, and he added, that he now felt a 


little compaſſion for the unfortunate girl. 


c How!“ ſaid Betſey: © no; rather act 
contrary ; urge on the performance of the 
puniſhment ; proclaim the fault a crime; 
it is your duty to do it, and never treat the 


member of any plan that does not ſucceed 
wh * or pity. But che _ is paſſing 


„ quick= 
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quick ; give me the lantern, Joſhua; I 
muſt enter here ; ſtay till I return, and ſhould 
any one approach, warn me by a whiſtle ; 
and as you value yourſelf, follow me not.” 


So ſaying, ſhe left him, with the lantern 
in one hand, and her jar in the other. She 
tapped thrice at the door; it ſlowly opened 
on its hinges, when a ſmall flight of ſteps, 
of brown oak, preſented themfelves. She 
deſcended ; Joſhua remained above, follow- 
ing her with his frightened eyes, till woman 
and light diſappeared altogether. 


Now how was he ?—where was he ?—all 
alone, pitch dark, and aſtoniſhed, frightened 
out of his life, being as rank a coward as 
poſſible. He began to reflect on his impru- 
dence, and the ſtrange conduct of his female 
clerk. He found her commanding ; not, as 


uſual, entreating : he was not able to thwart = 


her by argument in whatever ſhe advanced, 
and he ſeemed as if bewitched. Thunder- 

ſtruck at this extraordinary ſtrength of Betley's 
7 +6  — — mn 
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mind, he knew not how to think ; yet her 
actions all tended to his happineſs, and why 
ſhould he not return it in gratitude, by ſub- 
mitting to her directions. 


« My mind is her's,” ſaid he, © we ſeem 


rather ſynonimous ; her advice concerning 
Alice was as I ſhould have acted, had I not 
| wiſhed to impreſs her with an idea of my 


compaſſion for the unfortunate, glorious girl! 


you will be a ſecond Joan of Arc; proceed, 
and let us be happy! 


Joſhua till continued thinking to himſelf; 
firſt on the nature and properties of pity, 


then on the pleaſures of imagination, and 


laſtly, on patience ; for it was now near an 


hour fince his female had retired; and as he 


had abſorbed all his fund of mental amuſe- 


ment, he began to think a little of fcar; ſo 


he drew a ſomewhat nearer to the ſtaircaſe— 
he liftened—all was ſilent : got nearer; pre- 


| ſented his chin and ear; Betſey's voice was | 
indiſtinctly heard by him; it unwound, as it 
1 = Sk I NE ne ns fleeted * 
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fleeted along the ſubterraneous windings of 
theſe liquor repoſitories. She was at a con- 
fiderable diſtance from him; the half-ſmo- 
thered ſounds raiſed additional terrors on his 
perſon. He regretted that he had not aſked 
her leave to ſing till ſhe returned, by way of 
keeping off all approachers. Being thus 
goaded behind by fright, he involuntarily 
ſtepped and ſtepped, for a great length. 
Betſey's orders ſmote him on the recollection; 
he ſtopped ſhort ; a riſing in his throat filled 
him with a ſtrange ſomething, and he drawl- 
ed back as he came, and ſtuck himſelf in his 
ancient ſtation in order to wait the con- 
cluſion of the adventure. 


Suddenly an exploſion, louder than thun- 
der, made our watchman leap almoſt to the 
roof. He trembled, as did every thing 
around. The empty pipes and barrels which 
| ſtood careleſsly around, were ſo ſhaken, that 
ſome forſook their cobweb ſtations, and rolled, 
heedleſs of his ſhins, about the floor of the 

cellar, All was ſteady; a damp ſmoky 
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maſt rolled in vaſt volumes along the nar- 
row avenues, right and left. The damp 
ſettled on his veſtments, and he was wet as 
water. The vapour vaniſhed, and all was 
again the fame horror-darkened gloom. 
Another hour crept away, after which the 
ſame noiſe and miſt appeared. He was now 
more wet than water! but what was his 
aſtoniſhment, to hear the moſt beautiful ſolo 
on the baſe viol poſſible; it pierced the 
arched vaults, and airy crannies of the doors, 
till loft in air he heard the ſounds no more. 
The moſt violent fit of aſtoniſhment, on 
Joſhua's part, ſucceeded; enchantment, 
witchery, or the devil muſt be in the place, 
thought our friend. 


Betſey now approached ; he faw the glad 
lantern rays, and was more pleaſed than 
poſſible. She ſeemed in the higheſt ſpirits 
imaginable ; her eyes glittered ; her face was 
fluſhed, and ſhe ſpoke with uncommon ra» 
Pidit r. 
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« Did you hear any thing ?” aſked ſhe. 


« Twice I heard a ſound more loud than 
had Mons Meg been fired by 3 
charged with hell's produce. 


« Nothing elſe ?”” 

« Yes, then ſuddenly there ſtole a light, 
damp, and yellow vapour, which ſettled on 
my new black coat, has wet me through, 
and much, I fear, has ruined it for wear.” 


« Well, the morning is near at hand, let 
us retire, leſt day-light ſhould betray us.” 


She ſoon regained their houſe, and the 
curious Joſhua ſtill accompanied her. She 
replaced the jar, which ſeemed more weighty 
than uſual. TT 


have ſucceeded,” vociferated ſhe, 


I beyond my warmeſt, nay, moſt ſanguine 


hopes! I am, and ſhall be, for ever devoted 
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to your intereſt and ſervice ; this which 1 
have done will, no doubt, prove to us both 
a ſource of inexhauſtible delights. Oh! 
that your mind could but ſhare with mine 
in the moſt glorious of actions! how much 
more pleaſure does not che huſbandman en- 
joy from that pittance earned by the ſweat 
of his brow, than if he could command 
thouſands ? how much ſtronger is not the 
happineſs, at the diſcovery and poſſeſſion of 
a thing which may have coſt us innumera- 
ble pains and difficulties in the attainment ? 
but, my Joſhua, I am raiſed above my ſex, 
as St. Paul's is elevated above the monu- 
ment: follow my advice and my wiſhes, 
and you will tower even above my grand 


compariſon.” 


c But how !—am I not worthy your ſecrecy 
and cultivation? No! Betſey, be you the 
ſpade, I will be the untilled ground, where 
you may dig at pleaſure, plant what you 


_ pleaſe, and then pluck the Fun n by #4 


. 
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« Then ſhake off all thoſe ſtarch and 


uncrumpled manners, degrading a great 
mind like your's; be not ſo much the prieſt ; 
you are bound, your actions are enchained ; 
time will reconcile your future conduct to 
yourſelf, the world need not be acquainted . 
with it, all men play a ſimilar part ; faſhion 
and cuſtom hide our nakedneſs from each 
other; the whole is a deceit ; all nature you 
muſt believe to be a Janus, till the contrary 
is diſcovered, The time is not yet come, 
when I will totally unveil my conduct to 
you; but a little longer, and then; reſtrain 
your impatience ; remember the oath you 
have taken;—here!” (fo ſaying, ſhe untied 
her jar, and poured ſome of the liquor into 
a glaſs) * let this ſeal your reſolves.” y 


The pious took the glaſs; the contents 
made their entrance ; his blood was on fire. 
Delicious! Oh! delicious!” he exclaimed, 
with rapture; © What is this nectarious 
balm?'“ 
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e Feed not, aſk not, drink, and be happy 
in the — 7 


Taking ann of his expreſſions, at g 
taſte ſo novel to him, ſhe continued, by de- 
grees, to excite him to indulge any ſenſation 
which might give him gratification. The 


pleaſures of the former eve were renewed, 


and, together with the luxury of cherry 


brandy, he wallowed in unbounded exceſſes, 


while the wary female attended him with 
gladneſs. By the morning he had ſo intoxi- 
cated himſelf by her delicacies, that it was 
with no ſmall labour ſhe conveyed him to 
his room. He had now taſted, in full, the 
ſtealing vapour of inebriation; he had broke 
the ice; ſhame tormented him not, and fre» 
quent repetitions, in ſome degree, began to 
blunt pleaſure's edge, and mark his naſal 
promontory as an object of diſcovery, Betſey 
remove, and encouraged him to fear no dif 


covery. He now began to be ſatiated; the 


brandy ſhe poured in upon him ſo unbound- 
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edly ceaſed to take effect; his ſenſes were, 
in a manner, flattened, and they did not exert 
themſelves as when at firſt. The delirium 
of eating and drinking being paſſed, he 
had now conſiderable leiſure to reflect on 
his conduct: a week had elapſed; he was 
glutted, mawkiſh, and out of order. Every 
day made him leſs anxious for thoſe delicacies 
to which he had accuſtomed himſelf. She 
remarked it, and redoubled her aſſiduities. 
Every ſort of thing did ſhe provide; his ardour 
was gone; he eat becauſe he was hungry; 


dut fearing, leſt ſhe ſhould make the paſt 


{ public, he affected to yet reliſh her dona- 


le was rather weak, on examining cloſely 

his mind; indeed his education had been ſo 
curious, that it had impreſſed none of thoſe 
real and juſt laws of ſociety, which are the 
grand outlines of human happineſs. - Had 
his connections when young been any 
other than what they were, certainly he 
would have been a different creature: am- 
| 5 ˖ 
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bitious of public praiſe, he minded not over | 
whom he ſtrided to enſure it. He had 3 
miſcr's heart in that particular, and he might 
have (had ſelf-indulgences bcen laid aſide) 
ſtarved amidit thouſands, whilſt counting his 
riches. There was a moſt extenſive degree 
of covetouſneſs belonging to him ; he was 
extremely cruel, indeed to a kind of paſſion, 
delighting much in torturing all inſects or 
animals that chanced to fall into his clutches. 
He certainly alſo, had the gift of ranting 
charmingly, and enforced his wild arguments | 
with as wild actions. With ſuch qualifica- 
tions, he would have been an ornament to a 
negro plantation, and there ſhone with per- 
haps ſuperior luſtre than in the roſtrum. In 
his earlieſt infancy, his parents beheld - theſe 
riſing virtues; they died whilſt the ſweet 
creature was ſtill a baby, and falling to the 
care of a kind relation, who valued him as | 
much as the ſkip of an ugly animal; and | 
judging the boy to be a ſtupid fool, put 
him with as great a one, the then preacher 
of the preſent chapel, The youth by | 
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degrees enjoyed the fame honour, his pa- 
tron having been careful to inſtil into him 
the following precepts—that benevolence 
was alone to be extended to the ſupport af. 
religious buildings, and their attendants ; 
that every ſoul would be damned whom he 
choſe to excommunicate; that pity of all 
kinds was foreign to the breaſt of man, he 
being the head of the earthly creation, and 
the king of all other brutes. Sneaking ſervi- 
lity he was particularly inſtructed in, to ena- 
ble Him to entice rich old maids, ſuper- 
umuated fathers, and huſbands, to be his fol- 

lowers, they being objects of no ſmall prey; 
in ſhort, his kind monitor had taught him to 
be 2 cringer, an impoſer, a coward, ſuperſti- 
tious ia the extreme, and to calumniate, at 
the very ſame moment, thoſe friends from 
whom he was receiving unparrelleled kindneſs. 
All his virtues being carefully plucked up by 
his preceptor, who trained him for his pro- 
fefſion with all the niceties of a racer, or a 
fighting cock; and having clipped all thoſe 


1 


== goving | feathers that would have marked 


his 
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his future beauty and grandeur, now left him 
an unnatural kind of biped fit for any thing; 
and when the laſt epithet is ſaid of him, 
what, moſt gentle, ſimple, or learned reader, 
would you wiſh ? fo that his abilities in elacu- 
tion, and ſeeming exemplary piety, ſecured 
him the character of the beft of men, and one 
who entered into the very bowels of his 
profeſſion. He was not altogether adaman- 
tine as to the obſervations he made on fe- 
males, though he wiſhed to ſend forth to the 
world an idea that he was as upright in his 
conduct towards them as the greateſt of 
philoſophers, though he was not altogether | 
ignorant; and if he read, in the courſe of his 
readings, 


«© That men were fond, he fnil'd, but wonder d not.” 


He, I muſt really ſay, did, until ſeduced 
by Betſey, almoſt always live moſt ſparingly, 
and on the coarſeſt fare; but no ſooner dd 
the opportunity offer of doing otherwile, 
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than the natural bent of his mind predomi- 
nated, and he was overwhelmed with exqui- 
fite enjoyments. As yet his other paſſions - 
were not called forth ;—but all in good time; 
it is eaſily judging from a little what would 
be the termination of a great deal. 


He till continued to be the moſt cele- 
brated ſwaddling haranguer of any note at the 
weſt end. The enthuſiaſm of liſtening to 
him increaſed daily, and it generally hap? 
pened that a few thouſands were diſappointed 
each time; indeed, the crowd was ſo nume- 
rous, that places have been known to be 
engaged by the friends of thoſe who had ſeats 


in the chapel, months previous. He was 
alſo learned both in hiſtory and geography, 


the inſtruction of which ſcience he taught 
moſt of the principal families and ſchools in 
town, and no one was accounted faſhionable, 
who partook not of his learned banquet ; fo 
that the religious had an opportunity of ſee- 


ing, and being reſpectably known, to almoſt 
all the daſhing females of the bon ton, and 
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yet he regarded them not with the eye ofa 
covetous—that ſpecies of gratification had 
not as yet ſeemed to have taken root, and it 


was the wonder of the town how indifferent 
he appeared to treat ſuch a blaze of charms, 
So frigid and ſtrict did they imagine him to 
be as to indulging his inclinations of any 
ſort, that it became a proverb, A perſect 
Joſhua !“ - thinking there would be equal 
probability of inſpiring the ſtatue of Cha- 
*ing-Croſs, as the heart of this immaculate 
devotee. The cauſe of his indifference pro- 
ceeded totally from the firm idea he enters 


tained of a certain conqueſt, ſhould he wiſh 


it; judging from his perſonal, as well as 


mental accompliſhments; for the former he 
had not a little opinion of ;—knowing tha 


when we imagine ourſelves poſſeſſed of prey 
rogative, or are really ſo, it almoſt always 


happens that we never exert it, though be: 


fore that liberty was granted, our impatience 
was unbounded; thus was his reputation | 
fixed on the public mind, but he now enters 
tained * 4 its tens otherwiſe ;—h8. 1 
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dreaded leſt Betſey ſhould make known his 
imprudence ; but he had procecded too far 
with her to retract ; ſhe had bridled him to 
her will, and might lead him (when ſuch a 
fear hung pending) where ſhe pleaſed. — 
What had he done? rioted in beaſtlineſs, 
both in eating and drinking ; ſhe had made 
him frequently intoxicated ; he was then not 
himſelf, and knew not how he, might have 
ated. Beſides, ſhe had made him perform 
the part of a thief!—he had ſtolen the cellar 

key from his landlady !—they had together 
entered the premiſes of Mrs. Rod, and Betſey 
had bereft her of a jar of cherry brandy. 


| Theſe, undoubtedly, were a few notches in 


his life; and were the foundation on which 
© every vice might be raiſed : but Joſhua took 
not an immediate retroſpect. 


One morning, being at chapel, he was 
detained longer than uſual in that building, 
occaſioned by the great difficulty he had in 
getting rid gt his caſſock, gown, or ſurplus, 


4 froma few conſiderable rents it bore from 
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extreme old age. As he was thus employ- 
ed, two femoles drew near him, and taking 
up their veils, the youngeſt entreated him to 
liſten to her but a few moments. Her en- 
treaties were granted ; his petitioner ſeemed 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs ; her cheeks were pale 
as paper; her eyes were clogged with tears; 
in ſhort, ſhe was the picture of misfortune ; 
what more can be deſcribed of her? andin 
the ſweeteſt accents of feminine virtue, 
| breathed forth her ſoul's requeſt 


«© Moſt reverend of preachers, you ſee an 
unfortunate daughter, threatened with the 
impending loſs of one of the beſt of parents. 
She is ſuddenly taken ill ; the phyſicians 
deſpair of her exiſtence ; all human aid has 
proved abortive, and the only reſource we 
have (my aunt here informs me) 1s 1n you, 
Pray for her, Sir; for if there is one really 
devout, and truly ſanctified, it is you. 
Oblige me, I entreat.“ 


« 


we 
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Joſhua curled his fingers in his breeches 
pocket; thought ſomething might here be 
gained ; and if it was only to compliment 
the pretty girl who aſked him, he acceded. 
This certainly was a ſpark of his gallantry, 


« Well, young lady,” faid he, © I will, 
ſince you wiſh that it ſhall be me, I'll ſooth 
the TO ſinner, and will call on you this 


evening.” 


She took a neat and plain written card 
| from as pretty a red leather caſe, and pre- 
ſented him with it; then the pair with- 
drew, thanking him hundreds of times for 
ſo much civility. He now approached the 
addreſs towards his eyes, and read, in an 
audible voice, the firſt words of the follow- 
ing direction. 


« Mrs. Olivia, Piccadilly.“ 


The ſu licant was no other than Ann 
Ds m 2 a, and Barbara was her com- 


ee  —— 
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panion. The latter had inſiſted on her 


niece's begging that favour of Joſhua, as he 
was, ſhe ſaid, the only man in London ſhe 
would truſt herſelf alone with. 


The prieſt retired to his lodging, and | 
ever ſince he had beheld Ann Maria Auguſta, 


he felt a flatneſs on his mind, a kind of ſome- 
thing queer. It is impoſſible to account for 
the actions of men; but at this moment 
Joſhua's natural diſpoſition ſeemed to leave 
him. A delicious melancholy infuſed it- 
ſelf into his ſoul; ſociety diſguſted him; he 
ſought not the company of his clerk ; his 
thoughts were all humanity, fad, and ſooth- 


ing, and he wiſhed for the hour when he 


ſhould perform the late demanded favour. 


The time fled in a long-digeſted reflection 
ſuitable to. the ſtate of his mind; he thought 
on his paſt improprieties, and in a paſſion, 


tore the well-delineated picture from the walls 
of his chamber, which had fo lam been the | 
oo on OO 
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object of his admiration and wonder. As he 
ſpurned i it from him, he exclatmed— 


« The poiſon !” 


Unfortunate artiſt, who has painted 160000 
perſons, not to have more reſpect paid to thy 
works! it moſt undoubtedly was one of your 


extraordinary proofs of the conſequences 
of the power of practice,” 


tie downed Mn ek we is 4 ace 


black ſpencer, and drawing his hat over his 


eyes, ſtole out of his apartments, unperceived 
by Betſey. He eaſily found his way to the 
dwelling of Olivia, rung the bell, and was 
inſtantly admitted. Barbara was deprived of 
the pleaſure ſhe wiſhed of being preſent 
at the time of Joſhua's viſit ; but on her 
return from chapel, ſhe found an epiſtle, in- 
ſtructing her of the death of a near relative, 
who had left her and Olivia a ſmall legacy ; 
to ſecure which, ſhe was obliged to ſet out 


to 2 without loſing one moment. 
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Amongſt all her foibles, ſhe had an affee. 


tionate heart, and it gave her the moſt exqui- 
ſite diſtreſs to quit her ſiſter in ſo danger 
a ſtate; particularly as Olivia wiſhed that no 
addition, let it be ever ſo trifling, of fortune, 
ſhould be neglected; for ſhe remembered the 
forlorn and helpleſs ſituation of her child, 
and ſhould ſhe die, every ſupport and com- 
fort poſſible muſt be provided. 


Accordingly, Barbara left London, giving 
a few deep ſighs for the memory of her 
- amiable, but cruel Montague, being clearly 


convinced that at firſt ſight ſhe had made 
no inconſiderable impreſſion on his ſuſcepti- 
bility ; and from his never coming near her 
to pay the proper compliments, ſhe ſuppoſed 


be had been diſguſted at the awkard ſtupi- 
dity of her niece, and to that, her low of- 


gin. Our female's ſoul curled up like the 


| wiſhed to propoſe any thing leſs reſpectabie 
than marriage? indeed, by his - non-attend- 
ance, ſhe became convinced he was 


ſenſitive plant: could ſhe have ſuppoſed he 
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ip all his courage to beg the favour of her 
juſt to live with him as a miſtreſs. This, 
and things only accountable to herſelf, by 
degrees, quite (and the application of time) 


| foluted her once fiery love, which was appa- 


| rently vaniſhing, from her actions in the 
country—being ſeen by herſelf, hanging her 
head, cutting the names of loves forſaken on 
all the ſtyles near Rumford; every evening 
ſhe was obſerved ſtraying along the ditchy 
nvulets, © baying the moon with hideous 
war; was alſo peculiar in the colour of 


| her ribbons, and vowed poetry, night- 


ingales, and purling rills, e 
v were alſo 


« Lonely haunts, and twilight groves, 
3 « Scenes which crimſon paſſion loves 1” 


Such, kind reader, believe to be the ſtate 
of Barbara's mind, when ſhe forgot her 
former love, and embraced, for better and for 
| worſe, a youth of plauſible figure, and a 
| vorking jeweller, who had an eye upon this 


2 fortune, in order to ſet him up in a 
+0. ES decent 
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decent ſhop, and gain a neat livelihood, 


She ſoon ſurrendered her perſon and eſtate 
up to this youth, and they were the happieſt 
of mankind. She wrote to her ſiſter Olivia 
to apprize her of the honourable addition ſhe 
had been kind enough to make to the family; 
and for reaſons I ſhall explain hereafter, the 
prudent ſiſter never anſwered her letter. 


| Joſhua was conducted to Olivia's room, 


and there left alone with her after being 5 
warmly introduced by Ann Maria Auguſta, 


Her mother was obliged to him for this kind 
viſit, but ſhe had conſented to it totally ta 


fatisfy the violent importunities of her ſiſter, 


knowing, by obſervation, that the admoni- 
tions in general of all religious zealots ſel- 
dom or ever tended to ſooth the dying ſinner, 
or alleviate a heart oppreſſed with woe ; but, 


on the contrary, their zeal for pointing out 
the evils of the world ſo filled their thoughts, 
that every word they uttered, did but by 


what were ſins, and that thoſe who had been 


thus imprudent, were ſure to be damned pw 


— W  «- — www m wwe © — > Oo 232 


T --o o > .  - e 5d 


THE NEW MONK. 153 


never telling them how to avoid ſuch crook- - 
ed paths, nor how, in future, they ſhould 
atone for paſt offences in the eyes of heaven. 
Olivia hdd fixed the fame opinions on this 
celebrated preacher, judging from the rhap- 


| ſodical expreſſions which had been made uſe 


of by him in his diſcourſes, and retailed by 
her fiſter, who profeſſed herſelf his enthu- 
faftic admirer of late. But how was ſhe 


ſurpriſed, when, with a low and plaintive 


voice, © he calmed every fear, and diffipated 
every ſcruple :” he won her higheſt re- 
ſpect, and ſhe only regretted that ſo brilliant 
a gem ſhould adorn any crown but that of the 
Proteſtant church. She unboſomed her laſt 
reſolves, and regretted the forlorn ſituation 
of Ann Maria Auguſta, ſhould her feeble 
ſpark of exiſtence be extinguiſhed, having 
none to whoſe care ſhe might be entruſted, 
except her ſiſter, or Lord Henry Mount- 
fordington. Her kind monitor no ſooner 
heard this ſource of alarm, than he begged 


ſhe would make herſelf quite eaſy, for if ſne 


— place confidence tuſhcient 1 in him, he 
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would be a ſecond father to ſo amiable 3 
daughter, and would likewiſe prevail on a 
moſt particular female friend and relation 
to receive the female into her houſe. By 
this ſeeming intereſt of his for the ſafety of 
her child, he totally won her eſteem, and ſhe 
exhauſted every collection of words by which 
gratitude is uſually expreſſed. Joſhua aroſe 

to make his compliments, and go home, 
promiſing to return the next day. 


In the oppoſite chamber he found Ann 
Maria Auguſta ; ſhe was at that moment de- 
fraying ſome neceſſary expences, and the 
table at which ſhe ſat, ſeemed covered with 
innumerable Bank notes. Joſhua eyed them 
aſkance, and bid her take comfort, for he | 
hoped her good mother would do well. Sbe 

returned him thanks of gratitude, and taking 


a ſmall red leather balloon purſe from her 
pocket, began to diſencumbes the table of 
irs contents; a fifth, a ſixth, a ſeventh, 
eighth, ninth, tenth, and ſo on, for a con- 
| ſiderable time, did ſhe — fold into her 


— 
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repoſitory. The holy gazed on theſe charms 
moſt wiſtfully ; with what delight did he 


ſtare at her as ſhe thus employed herſelf ! 
the quantity of riches, the apparent magni- 


| tude of each, their value, and being all 


Abraham Newland's, could not but inſpire 
him with pleaſure and aumiration ; he long- 
ed, he panted for their poſſeſſion, and broke 
the tenth commandment. 


Joſhua was at length obliged, from re- 
maining ſo long ſilent, to tear himſelf from 
this agreeable ſituation, and the company of 


ber who poſſeſſed ſo many charms. He then 


quitted the houſe, while the beautiful girl 
haſtened to her mother, ignorant of the miſ- 
chief which her notes had cauſed. She was 
eager to know her opinion of one ſo cele- 
brated in town. Olivia thought with the 
generality; © even before he ſpoke,” faid 
ſhe, © I was prepoſſeſſed in his favour ; the 
kindneſs of his ſoothings, the upright ap- 


pearance of his perſon, the truly dignified 
E method of his delivery, and the ſound of his 
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voice, won me; and at the fame time as} 
looked on him, a certain thrilling ſeized me, 
that I could not account for. He is a good 


1 


man 


« He ought to be,” faid Ann Maria Au- 


guſta, te for he has been long enough ſtudy. 
ing that which we ſhould think would make 


him ſo.“ 


« Indeed, my dear girl, how ad you 
Know?“ 5 


« Our landlady tells me that his father wa 


an exceeding poor man, and, unable tu main- 
tain him, left him, by way of a new year's 
giſt, at the door of the late preacher, whom 
Mr. Pentateuch has ſucceeded ; and that he, 
out of pure compaſſion for .the orphan, did 


bring him up in holy education, proving 2 


paragon of piety, wiſdom, oratory, and every 
other requiſite neceſſary for making a per- 


— 


fect prieſt. This is all I * —— 
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t Upon my word, Ann Maria, you tell a 
mortal's biography monſtrous well; I really 
had no idea of your knack, child, in ſo 
doing. 


I am rejoiced you are fo jocular, mo- 
ther, and ſo much better; 1 hope your fits 
will not return; I am happy religion has 


acted fo phyſical a part; on my word I think 


he muſt have magnetized you to have wrought 
ſuch a change.” 


« Yes indeed, my dear, I am much 
better ; I am heavy, and wiſh to renovate 
my exhauſted powers. Draw the curtains ; 
tuck in the quilt, my Ann Mari, and ſhould 


I ſleep till midnight, do not fit up with me.” 


She was obeyed inſtantly ; the bed was 
tucked up ; the curtains drawn, and ſhe was 
left to mes. 


Her daughter r_beguiled the time away ll 
St. James 0 church, or rather 1 its clock, ſtruck 
twelve. 


8 
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twelve. Her mother ſtill ſlept, when ſteal. 
ing a filent kiſs, and with an affectionate 
daughter's benedictions, retired to her cham- 
ber; and as it had been long her cuſtom to 
read an hour before ſhe recommended her- 
ſelf to the protection of Heaven, ſhe took 
up a book of Poems that then, and very 
apropos, lay on her dreſſing-table, in which 
was contained the following ſtanzas :;— 


EVENING THOUGHTS. 


The woods wave around me, and loud from the ſteep 
The ſwoln floods are daſhing, the winds peal aloud ; 
Ah ! drown'd in the lethe of quiet and ſleep; 
Full careleſs repoſes the world's buſy crowd. 


Oh I feet be the ſumbers of Virtue and Truth, 
And fair be the viſions that float o'er their head Z 
May innocence watch o'er the pillow of youth, 
And piety ſoften diſeaſe s rough bed 


But wild be the dreams of the mercileſs bad, 

May fiends ſwarm around them, and glare o'er their forms; 
Be their ears pierc'd with ſhrieks, and with deep moanings fad, 
And their hearts ever tremble midſt ſilence or ſtorms. 
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No hope be their portion - Oh ! blot the dread thought | 
Let grief and remorſe ſtill be born of their dreams | 

For what is our virtue, without it be fraught 

With Charity's ſighs, and Compaſſion's ſoft ſtreams. 


Pure and gentle hit doctrines, who died for mankind, 
And peace and forgiveneſs to all men he gave: 

Let mercy then ſoften the rage of my mind, 

And pray for, not execrate, guilt's wretched ſlave. 


And here as I wander through darkneſs and rain, 

No ſight but the drench'd heath, half loſt in the ſhade; 
Let me bend o'er the tome of my own heart axain, 

And ſee if no paſſions its quiet invade. 


Does Envy devour it ? that agoniz'd wretch = 
Who feeds on herlelf, while her heart loatl es its food 
Does pale Diſcontent, liſtleſs laid at his length, 
Waſh away my youth's joy, with his flow ſullen flood? 


Or burning like ZEtna, Ambition on high 
Bid the blaze of his torch ſet my fierce brain on fire; 
Fill my boſom with poiſon, and plant in mine eye 
| Rage, and murder, and care, to attain my defire ? 

* : | 
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or av rice leſs riot, but ah! ftill as fel, 
Freeze to ice every feeling that honours the man; 
Or jealouſy root in my boſom its hell, 

Or miſanthropy darken the Deity's plan? 


Ah! long may I pore o'er the volume of foul, 
And long may I ſearch it, but ftill fearch in vain 5 
For ſhudd'ring we caſt o'er our paſſions a ſtole, 
And ſee not, becauſe to ſee vice is a pain. 


For ſelf will with ſophiſtry ſhadow each fault, 
And cover the ſhapes of the gorgons with flowers; 
Will find palliations for each erring thought, 

And kindly allow for temptation's ſoft powers. 


Such, ſuch be the feelings when deeply we ſcan 
The vices of others, (their vices alone) 
'Tis the claim of our God, that the duty of man 
Be te pity and pardon all faults but his own, 


*Tis our duty and joy o'er thoſe pages to bend, 
That tell of his precepts, who came from our God; 
"Tis our duty to every bleſt word to attend, 

"Tis our joy ſure to follow the paths which he trod. 
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For he on the form of religion hath thrown 

A luſtre that lights, while it warms the chill'd heart ; 
Hath taught us, that vain are the ſigh and the groan, 
If our ies diſprove the bleſt words of our part. 


He hath taught, that to love all our brethren below 

Is the primary wiſh of our Maker above; 

And ſure with delight he enjoins us to glow, ' 

Since he tells us, that all our whole lives ſnould be love. 


For love of mankind then can never inſpire 

Other feciings than pleaſure ; but ptcaſure ſo pure, 
That Virtue may ſmile on the mild lambent fire, 
And Religion may pray for that fire to endure. 


And quelling each paſſion (for paſſions are born 

Of ſelfiſhneſs ſolely) enſures to our days 

The brilliant effulgence of youtkh's riſing morn, 
And the ſoothing of twilight, when paſt is the blaze, 


Then cloſe to my heart be theſe pure precepts preſs'd, 
And warm be that heart through my life's devious road; 
And may I for ever deplore, though deteſt, 

The wwretch, who could hurl imp'ous weapons at God | 


Having 
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Having finiſhed her peruſing, and alſo 
finiſhing her uſual devotions, ſhe retired to 
reſt; ** ſuffice it to fay,” ſhe ſlept till 
morning in the moſt comfortable manner, 
and might, without falſity, be envied by 
hundreds, both poor and rich. 


CHAP.” | 
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As, by the ſtrength of this illuſion, 
Shall draw him on to his confuſion ; 

Ne ſhall ſpurn fate, ſcorn death, and bear 
His hopes bove wiſdom, grace, and fear ; 
And you all know ſecurity 


Is mortal's chiefeſt enemy. 
| MACBETH, 


9 


Rerur NED to his habitation, Joſhua's 
mind was filled with the moſt pleaſing ima- 
ges. He remembered what he had juſt ſeen : 
he thought the happy ſight over again, and 
once more broke the tenth commandment, 
He longed to be the poſſeſſor of that which 
dune belonged to Ann Maria Auguſta. The 
DI innocent 
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innocent freedom that ſhe ufed towards him, 
ruſhed at once acroſs his thoughts; he might 
turn it to ſome account, and had decided on 

the ſteps he ſhould take; for he was anxious 
to deprive her of that quality which formed 
her principal charm in his eyes. The ſtrong 
features of his diſpoſition ſeized him by ſtarts, 
and he was enthuſiaſtic till his end was obtain- 
ed. Avarice now took its turn, of which he 
poſſeſſed a moſt exorbitant ſhare; and of 
all paſſions, when exerciſed by one who is 

naturally cruel, it is the moſt dangerous. 


Being determined to profit by Ann Maria 
Auguſta's innocence, he eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
points which were favourable to his deſigns, 
but he was actually at a loſs how to come at 
the poſitive poſſeſſion of what he fo ardently 
deſired. This he found not an eaſy mat- 
ter; for no opportunities appeared by which 
he faw any probability; he could not, with- 
out great difficulty of being diſcovered, wreſt 
it from her pocket; and the formation of 
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ber veſtment, which ſhe owed to Olivia' 3 
cerre, totally deprived him of all hopes. 


He was not unconſcious that * attempts 
were highiy criminal ; he ſaw the baſeneſs 
of the act, and his love for what he had ſeen, 
was too violent to allow time to reflect, but 
determined, let what might be the conſe- 
quences, to purſue his reſolves. He de- 
pended on finding Ann Maria Auguſta in 
ſome unguarded moment ;—whilſt he anxi- 
ouſly waited this opportunity, his appetite for 
Betſey's pleaſure grew leſs and leſs daily, 
ariſing totally from the conſciouſneſs of hav- 
ing laid open to her his real character, and 
the great advantages ſhe had derived from 
his weakneſs; he dreaded ſhould he oppoſe 
her wiſh, that from revenge the ſecret might 
be made known to the world, on which his 

whole life depended. | 


Betſey was not blind to theſe weening 
actions, and determined to ſecure him more 
| forcibly, by a plan yet more daring and dan- 
oy „ eee e ee, ee eee e ge rous, 


gerous; ſo redoubled her aſſiduities to pleaſe, 
and endeavoured to draw from him the real 
cauſe of his late diſaffection. 


Olivia, in the due courſe of time, recover. 
ed her health; her fits had left her, and Ann 
Maria ceaſed to be apprehenſive for a mo- 
ther's ſafety. Joſhua beheld this change 
with no little degree of diſappointment, and 


before the ſick lady ſhould altogether quit 
her chamber, he refolved to try ſome 


ſcheme, by which poſſeſſion might be gain- 
ed of Ann Maria's treaſure. 


One evening, after viſiting Olivia in her 
chamber, (for he made it a rule never to 
miſs an opportunity of being there) he quit- 
ted her rather ſooner than uſual, and bent 
his ſteps towards the room which her daugh- 


ter then occupied. It was only ſeparated by 


a thin partition from that of her parent. 
Ann Maria Auguſta fat gracefully upon a 
ſepbet, reading moſt attentively. She po- 


 litely roſe at his entrance, and he as — = 
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begged ſhe would be ſeated. He took 2 
place near her, and ſhe commenced the con- 
verſation with her uſual volubility to one 
whom ſhe was perfectly at eaſe with; there 

| ſurely could be no harm in being alone with 

| aperſon ſhe could truſt her mother to, and 
that in her bed-chamber, 


; The prieſt examined the book which ſhe 
| had been reading. It was © The Monk.“ 


55 How!“ faid he to himſelf, « Ann 
Maria Auguſta reads the Monk, and yet 
apparentiy ſo innocent?“ 


t had been Olivia's wiſh, that her daugh- 

ter ſhould not as yet peruſe it. That pru- 

dent mother, while ſhe admired the beauties 
of its language, was convinced that a worſe 

work was not poſſible to be placed in the 

hands of youth. The whole, almoſt without 

exception, of its narrative can only tend to 

excite ideas, the worſt calculated for a youth- 

' | ful mind:—ſcenes the moſt indecent are 
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there worſe than plainly defcribed, as they 
inflame dangerous paſſions, without creating = 
diſguſt, and the ocular obſervations of a | 
brothel could ſcarcely raiſe with more force | 
examples of improper ſituations. Yet this 
is the book which is ſo ardently ſought after, 
and ſo fervently read by young females, who 
always, with one voice, deny any knowledge 
of it. They deſcribe it to cach other inthe 
enthuſiaſm of what it has excited, and their 
young and ſuſceptible hearts paint its con- 
tents in ſtill more glowing colours, uncon- 
ſcious of the feeds which it has fown, and 
which but too frequent take root, “ ar it 
inculcates the firſt rudiments of vice, and gives 


the firſt alarm to the fleeping palſions.“ 


Of this Olivia was clearly certain; ud 
any other book written with more plainnefs, 
on ſimilar ſubjects (had it been her wiſh to 
inſtruct her daughter thus) ſhe would have 
put into her hands; and, in conſequence, 

made two reſolutions reſpecting the Monk: | 

—— Re 
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565 
the firſt was, that Ann Maria Auguſta ſhould 
not read till marriage had ſanctioned it; the 
ſecond, that it ſhould be copied out with her 
own hand, and all its improper paſſages omit- 
ted. Such was the book ſhe now peruſed 
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vith ſo much pleaſure, and indeed, very pro- 


perly ſo, for when deprived of its imperfec- 
tions, for ſuch I muſt call them, who would 
not read it with inexpreſſible delight? and 
even as it is, it is a maſter- piece of writing, 
and I only regret that the produce of ſuch 
abilitics cannot be taſted by every one. 
Joſhua having looked at the manuſcript, and 
finding his miſtake, replaced the _— * 
the table. 


Ann Mana Auguſta returned him a thou- 
and thanks for his attentions to her mother, 
and faid ſhe ſhould never, ſhe feared, have 
it in her power ſufficiently to repay him. 


„ Oh! you are too good—your filial 
affection and politeneſs is/unequalled, and it 
proclaims your diſpoſition the ſweeteſt of _ 
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mortals. I am intereſted for your welfax, 
therefore look up to me as a brother; forget 
my natural chatacter, and conſider me az 
your moſt i intimate. 


« Your e ſurpriſes me !” 


ec Nay, if I can aſſiſt you in any affairs, 
command me; if I can render you any 
active ſervices, let it be; I will, from the high 
eſteem I entertain of Madam Olivia, do what- 
ever lays in my power.” 


« How perfectly friendly you are, and 
how exceedingly thankful my mother will be 
at ſo benevolent a propoſal; upon my word, 
I feel peculiarly pleaſant in returning yau 
alſo my expreſſions for ſuch excellence, and 
without doubt, will TY "__ m_ 2 
brother. 5 


1 Then, my dear girl, now wy 
can I take care of any thing of value, which 
EEE =. 
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you might not wiſh to truſt in ſo inſecure a 
place as this, void of men.“ 5 


« I do not underſtand you, Mr. Penta- 
teuch! What is this valuable of which you 


ſpeak? why we have nothing worth taking, 


God knows.” 


e« Nay ! twas but ſome days ago I beheld 
you rich in the poſſeſſion of notes unnum- 
bered ; ſurely they are not all expenced ?”_ 


« No! Mr. Pentateuch, they are ſtill 


| ſacred, and I hope neceſſity will never oblige 


me to_ forfeir one of them. They were 
amongſt the donations of my mother when 1 
was young, and now that ] am ſole miſtreſs 


of her houſe, I hope, with that truſt, I have 


prudence ſufficient to preſerve fo valuable a 


treaſure ; indeed, ſetting aſide their intrinſic 


worth, I ſhould never part from them, being 


preſented to me by her ; but ſhould I have 
the ſmalleſt ſhadow of an idea fo to do, no 
| ue ſhould be choſen but — 8 


25 4 Jede, 


| 2 * 


* 


Eb THE NEW MONK. 


Auguſta ?” he cried; his eyes beamed with 


delight and impatience Me! you would + 


Choſe me?“ 


« Yes! for the firſt moment I beheld 


you, a certain ſomething told me I might 
regard you as my hereafter friend; nay, 
might command it. When I no longer ſaw 
you, I felt as if half protected, and I don't 
know exactly, bur I yet wiſhed to be better 
_ acquainted.” 


] admire ſuch frankneſs, ſuch openneſs; 


do let me be the guardian of that facred - 
treaſure? tell, O tell me that I may; — yes! 
yes ! that ſmile proclaims it, now let me 


have it.“ 


Wild with deſire, and an extraordinary 


paſſion, he ſeized her by the waiſt. He at- 
tempted to make himſelf maſter of her trea : 
| ſure by impatient force, and violated with - 
his bold hand the e of her be 1 


. . — __ 


_ Joſhua aſtoniſhed, . Me, Ann Matis 
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Startled and alarmed, being aſtoniſhed 
at ſo unexpected an attack, ſhe for a mo- 
ment was motionleſs with wonder. At 
length recovering herſelf, ſhe ſtrove to eſcape 
his intentions. 


« Sir! Mr. Pentateuch!“ ſhe cried, 
e my God! what do you mean? unhand 
me, for heaven's ſake !”. 


As if deafened by what he ſo ardently per- 
ſued, he heeded her not; but perſiſting, 
alſo as if blinded by his furor for being 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a treaſure, he ſtill and 


with additional violence continued his pur- 
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ſuir. She exerted all her endeavours to diſ- 
engage from his hold, and on finding herſelf - 
too feeble, was on the eve of ſcreaming for 
| affiſtance, when the door was daſhed open. 
This rouſed the buſy Prieſt from his enter- 
priſe ; he was ſenſible of his imprudence, 
| and of the danger his paſſion had led him to. 
Reluttantly he drew his hand from the 
2 1 21381 
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" pocket-hole of Ann Maria Auguſta, who 
inſtantly flew to the embraces of her mother. 


Alarmed at the confuſed exclamations of 
the pair, and being rather ſuſpicious of the 
religious from his frequent viſits, and con- 
ſcious that he, who would not be impreſſed, 
in a peculiar degree, by her daughter's 
charms, muſt be as torpid as the out- ſeaſon- 
ed inſet; judging therefore from theſe 
| circumſtances, and not altogether believing 

| Joſhua to be exactly what he profeſſed, and 
his being then in the full vigour of manhood, 
when nature is moſt perfect in all her intr- 
cacies—theſe ideas, with the cloak he might 
imagine he had of piety by way of prevent- 
ing malevolous ſuſpicions, all tended to con- 
vince Olivia, that he was not the perſon the. 
ſhould truſt her Ann Maria Augufta with. 
Beſides, the had made a remark from expe 
rience, that when a new acquaintance, wh . 
is under no idea of obligation, makes ſuck 
warm and violent aſſertions of friendſhip, 
— unbourided — of intereſt, and 
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undertakes ſuch arduous taſks in the welfare 
of one he fo little knows, it ſeldom fails but 
they are built upon a ſiniſter foundation; and 
the ſtronger and more fervent does he proffer 
| his ſervices, ſo in proportion does he intend 
to take advantage of honeſt generoſity. Oli- 
via had obſerved—at preſent ſhe ſeemed 
not to notice his agitation, ſo placed herſelf 
on a ſeat oppoſite him, and faid, that being 
out of ſpirits, ſhe ſought them in the com- 
pany of her daughter. Her behaviour added 
| confidence to Joſhua, and, by degrees, he 
| was himſelf once more. Their converſe was 
dry, inſipid, and by ſtarts. The Prieſt was 
undoubtedly embarraſſed, and well he might, 
por it was an awkward ſituation to be caught 
| fumbling at a lady's pocket-hoke. He roſe 
todepart, and what was his diſappointment, 
| when Olivia told him, in a true Cheſterfield 
train, that now her indiſpoſition was nearly 
I gone, the deemed it approaching a fin to 
deprive others of his valuable company; 
| and at the fame time returned him ſentiments - 
of eternal W that ſhe * under to 
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him for his late kindneſs. He would hav 
been a fool to have miſunderſtood her hint; 
fo ſullenly took his leave, and retired to hu 
lodgings, burning with fruſtrated wiſhes, and 
raving, in all the bitterneſs of invective, 
vowing that here it ſhould not end. 

He was gone, and Olivia now endeavoured 
to point out the danger to which ſhe had 
been expoſed; for ſhould he have been 
ſolicited to continue his viſits, ſhe ſhuddered 
for the conſcquences, plainly perceiving that 


his was one of the moſt ungovernable and 


gigantic paſſions, though ſhe had torally 
miſtaken his intentions from the ſituation 
| ſhe had fo unexpectedly ſurpriſed him. in; 
and judging them to be, what naturally any 
one would, criminal as to her daughter, ſhe 
put her on her guard moſt particularly, and 
ordered her on no account to receive vilits 


from Mr. Pentateuch. Ann Maria Augulta, . 


under ſuch commands, complied. 
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Joſhua arrived at his habitation. He 
cloſed the door after him, and threw himſelf 


into an arm chair by the fire. Diſappoint- 
ment, ſhame, detection, and the fruſtration 
of his intentions, overwhelmed him. He 
knew not what courſe to- purſue : debarred 
of the liberty of viſiting Mrs. Olivia, he had 
no hopes of becoming poſſeſſor of that, after 
which he fo ardently panted; and as he 

thought of the handle that Olivia had againſt 
him, he trembled, yet vowed the blackeſt 
of revenge, and ſwore, by every thing pious, 
he would, let the riſk be the moſt danger- 
ous to his reputation, become poſſeſſed of 
Ann Maria Auguſta's treaſures. Mad in the 
extreme, for ſo he muſt have. been to act 


þ. prepoſterouſly extravagant, ſtarting 


from his- ſear, he paced the chamber Wh 
diſordered ſteps, bowled with impotent fury, 
daſbed himſelf violently againſt the walls; and 
indulged all the tranſports of rage and 
madneſs. '” A little knocking at his door 


| mterrupted his employments ; ;—he uabolted 
OE the. door, and — — herſelf. 


. 
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He was vexed at the intruſion, gen 
gloomy, and frowned. 


ce J am engaged,” faid he, growling. 


_« Nay, pardon me, my Joſhua,” affect 


ing to be placidly ſweet upon him, I men 
\ not to interrupt you; but hear me only fora 


few minutes: do not forget that I am Betſey, 
and remember our late happineſs. Can 1 


aſſiſt, or ſooth you, Sir? tell me; command | 


me; you ſeem diſturbed; I will facrifice 
my life, nay, my any thing for your peace.” 


Ah!] Betſey, it is not in your power.” 

« Tt is not in my power! how know you 
that? I can command, perhaps, more than 
you are aware of : conceal it not then from 
me.” 


e Ah! my Betſey,” 


4 


SR | 


B 


| fhall, in your eye, appear more weak, and 
thoſe frailties which I hoped would for 


Know that Ann Maria Auguſta is the 
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« Then fear not, ſince I am your's, to 
unboſom all your cares; I have a remedy, 
Joſhua, I dare fay ; ſo be open, and confeſs.” 


&« Well, then; but by this diſcovery I 


ever remain hidden in my heart, are at 
laſt forced from me by their own means. 


object who poſſeſſes that treafure for 


which I am reſolved to riſk every thing. 


The other day, on leaving her fick mother, 


I beheld her ſurrounded by riches unnum- 


bered. I longed! and am determined to 
obtain 2 


« Fear not, Joſhua | follow but my ad- 


vice, and you will gain every with. I efteem 
you beyond bounds, therefore return my 
| ove by following the directions I fhall 


preſcribe. I have been informed, but by 


whom I ſhall not ſay, of your attempt to 
gin Ann Maria "A rreaſure, and 
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happy; I will point out the road that lay 
direct to your happineſs.” 
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e Oh! Betſey ! too, too good!“ 


«© But hol4—you muſt, ere I fay it is 
perfectly poſſible, on your honour deter- 
mine to follow whatever I demand : this 
— you muſt _ or I deſert you 
for ever.” 


_« And TRAD 3 me; and ſhould _ 
I never then become poſſeſſor of thoſe charms 
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Ann Maria Auguſta holds? Oh! how can 


I refuſe fo fine an opportunity ?—Yes, Bet- 
ſey, Iam your's; you may uſe me as you 
pleaſe, provided no diſcovery of my * 


thall be rifked.“ 


WS. Then hear _ IJ have a friend vb 
explores. the innermoſt receſſes of the hu- 
man heart; can analyze the world, and al 

| ks products; the heavenly roof he has within 
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bis reach; can put out ſtars at pleaſure 
with his thumb, and awe the elements when- 
ever he likes. He can command the riches 
of the eaſt; the nobleſt and the faireſt 
form in all Circaſſia for his pleaſure ; and 
as for trifles ſimilar to your's, if it were but 
half a wiſh of mine, he would turn your 
chapel to a banking-houſe, or Ann Maria to 
a bar of gold. Be not aſtoniſhed. at me! I 
ſee you think I am faying falſe ; but had 1 
never fallen in chance's way to know you, 
you would have been the moſt uncomfort- 
able of men.” * 


_ « Silly Betſey! why do you think me 
fooliſh, or are you but playing with my feel- 
ings? Thy thumber of. the ſtars, I fear, acts 
nat from his own, but from the moon's influ- 
ence, Can I believe that in the ytar 1798, 
one of its race can ſo impoſe, that any mor- 
tal will believe his nonſenſe ; ſhew me ſome 
proofs, or I will think that Satan, uncon- 
rolled, walks 1 in 2 — us.” 


. © Ridiculous q 
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te. Ridiculous ! leave off your preaching, 
and accompany me this night to the vaults of 
Rod-Houſe; there witneſs me, and my 
friend's powers, and Ann Maria Augufta's 
poſſeſſions are your's. 


« Then if ſuch acts by human art can be 
performed, ſhall I expoſe myſelf to divine 
cenſure by being entertained by Satan's 
agents? No, no, Betſey, I will not for all 

the notes in England.” 


« What, coward! remember, at preſent . 
you have broken ſacred vows; committed 
one theft, and abandoned yourſelf to all the 
looſeneſs of beaſtly paſſions ;—theſe are much 
greater ſins in heaven's eye, than depriving 

_ a fooliſh girl of that which ſhe will never 

make uſe of, and from the poſſeſſion of . 

which you promiſe yourſelf ſo much plea- 

| "fure. Oh! Joſhua, we were all made, by 
Nature's laws, to profit by each other's ble. 
ſings ; and it is only man's order that denies | 

| us equal happineſs ; therefore how can you 


| * gift!” 
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fin in acting from the impulſe of ſenſation? 
Why do we eat when we are hungry ; why 
do we drink when thirſty; or why do we 
gratify any other of our wiſhes? and in doing 
ſo by one, if that is a fin, ſo are all. Oh! 
ſhame on your coward ſoul ! follow me- to 
the vaults.” 


« Nay, Betſey, I have heard you with 
aſtoniſhment : I have no faith in the myſtic 
part of your converſation, nor will I agree 
with your latter ſentiments; but yet, if 
there ſhould be the leaſt probability-of my 
being difcovered when poſſeſſor of Ann 
Maria's charms, I will not follow thee.” 


e Toſhua, I have long obſerved how, 
by degrees, that paſſion, once fo ſtrong, 
which I fo diligently. fed, has by degrees 
grown cool. I was, and am not ignorant of 
its cauſe; though you have endeavoured to 
ſhun my pleaſures, yet I am as firmly your 
friend; I know all your actions, thanks to 
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So faying, ſhe drew forth a ſmall pocket 
| concave mirror, ſet in two ribs of human 


bone. 


ce In this I can behold your every action; 
now view your fair. She put it into the 
prieſt's hand; he gazed vith aſtoniſnment 
and rapture: an apartment belonging to 
Olivia's lodging; Am Maria Auguſta fat at 
a table; her balloon purſe was already in 
her hand; the all-wiſhing Joſhua eyed it 
with aſtoniſhing alacrity; ſhe undid the claſp, 
| and drew forth her laſt note; then, uncon- 
ſcious of being obſerved, as if by an inſtinct 
that ſome one coveted her prize, the covered 
her charms with a quire of poſt paper that 
| lay near her. At this moment, .an unknown 
hand upſet the ink over the unſoiled ſheets 
that covered her riches from Joſhua's view; 
in a ſecond ſhe raiſed them from their 
ſlation. Joſhua could bear no more; his de- 
fires were worked up to frenzy. 
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J yield!“ he cried; © Betſey, I follow 
thee; I am ever your's.” Ne ITY 


She took the prieſt by the arm, and hur- -* 
ned him haſtily along. He ſoon found him- 
ſelf at the head of the ſtairs, in the cellars 
adjoining Mrs. Rod's. Betſey had forgotten 
her lantern, ſo they had journied in the dark. 


They at length gained the foot of the 
ſtaircaſe, and groping their way along the 
walls, on twiſting one of the corners they 
eſpied a candle and flat candleſtick, u hich 
the governeſs nocturnally deſired might be 
placed for domeſtic uſe. It tinged with 
trembling rays the huge caſks, and ſparkled 
on the braſs cocks here and there 2 
along the cellar. 


Betſey took the candle. 


© Wot for me bur three half ſeconds, 
* 
I —_— 
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Then ſhe turned into a paſſage 5 kd 
where eight corners met. Joſhua was once. 
more alone in the very ſpot he had been fo 
fatally led into before. He trembled when 
he recollected, by the example of the mir- 
ror, that Betſey muſt have dealings with the 
devil, and that as it was the fiend's delight to 
torture human nature, ** poſſibly I may,” 
aid he, © be brought here on purpoſe to be 
made the ſport of him, as I have often done 
when pleaſed at rat-hunting.” He thought 
of flying from the vault before it was too 
late; but he had entered it heedleſs of its 
windings, and knew not how to return; — 
alternative was leſt; he encouraged himielf 
by the remembrance of Ann Maria's charmsy 7 
and was thus reflefting, when a ſlow thrilling 3 
noiſe arreſted his attention. A minute's | 
filence—it was more ſudden and louder. 
Joſhua's heart almoſt choaked him, and, overs | 
whelmed with terror, he crept into an empty 
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| barrel near at hand. Lamentations were 
| difcernible ; he clapt his ear to the bungs 
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hole, and was quite convinced he heard a 
voice exclaim— 


« Oh! my God! no proſpe&t but death. 
Oh! ye wretches ! mercy heaven!“ 


It died away on the wings of a groan, and 
total ſilence prevatted. 


« What can this be?“ 1 the hor- 
nfed prieſt, 


He had not time to conſider ere 
detſey's candle flaſhed along the damp walls, 
uud before he diſengaged himſelf from the 

eaſe in which be ftood, ſhe was by his 


a © Coward! 7 out, and follow me," 


1 l the. 


She bad e changed her coat and breeches 
| for a huge black robe, with arms bare 
| Up to her ſhoulders, and her hair bound 


by a fillet, on which was marked ftrange 
characters. A huge hanger was ſtrapped 
round her waiſt, and in her right-hand ſhe 
bere an oak wand of unuſual thickneſs; 
there alſo ſeemed fi; manifeſt a frown on her 
viſage, that almoſt turned the affrighted 
Joſhua inſide out. His knees trembled, aud 


his teeth chattered; in ſhort, his functions 


nearly refuſed to do their office, but at ſo 
terrific a command he dared not but follow. 
After turning and winding, and turning and 
winding, they reached a more than ordinary 
large apartment, and from the little light their 


candle afforded, there ſeemed neither roof 


nor ſides: to it. The prieſt's heart felt wet, 
Betſey ſtopped—lhe turned to Joſhua. Hig 


face was pale as pipe-clay. Then placing 


the candle on the ground, witha back-handed 


blow of her oaken wand, ſtruck it out, and 
left them in total darkneſs. A ſound like the 


trickles of dribbling water enſued. Another, 
louder than if hell had burſt, was heard; 
the darkneſs fled, and the unfhapen room 


* 
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| . was ſuddenly illuminated A ſcorching 
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warmth now pervaded the place, and ſeemed 


to increaſe with every inſtant ; when three 
large blue dogs paſſed furiouſly by. © Oh that 
| was but on earth!” thought the prieſt to 
himſelf, whilſt he gazed on Betſey. She 
ſcreamed, and drawing her hanger with one 
hand, and brandiſhing her wand with the 
other, made ſome few violent ſtrokes at a 
fable curtain that was oppoſite, (until which 
moment it had not been diſcerned by 


Joſhua); the blow rent it in twain, the dogs 


howled, and Betſey exclaimed, « Behold !“ 


Joſhua ſtarted. - What was his ſurpriſe 


uhen he bcheld, a figure, lank, fallow, and 


ſullen, with a beard long as a horſe's tail, and 
black as bear-ſkin. He was covered tight 
to the ſkin with» red morocco leather, and 
his head was bound with a bandage, from 
which hung vials filled with different airs. In 
his right hand he held a huge book three 
feet high, which he reſted onas huge a 

cheſt, and in his left 2'bch of keys; round 


| um was ſtrewed a magic circle of guineas 
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of the year ninety-ſeven's coinage. Jom 


was aſtoniſhed beyond conception ; he gazed 
with wonder on the creature, who preſerved 


a ſullen filence. The dogs ceaſed to howl; | 
Betſey addreſſed the ſtrange object; ſhe ſpoke | 
in a language unintelligible to the prieſt, for | 
it was wich her fingers. The converſe ws | 


animated and urgent on her part; but the 


bearded gentleman appeared unwilling to L 


accede to her requeſt, ahd would often dart i 


lock of ſtern anger at the tottering preacher, | 
which, © ever nd anon,” was accompanied | 


by a trio from the blue dogs. Betſey ſeem- 
ed now to be incenſed; ſhe was more vio- 
lent in her geſtures, and at laſt. proceeded to 
- menaces; then lifting her ſword alofc, the 
cut, 2t one blow, a key from the bunch the 
partner of her converſation held in his left 


hand. No ſooner was this done, than be 


dogs howled, and the fend of Betſey took 
an iron pen from the cheſt which ſtood 


near him, and wrote © Joſhua Pentateueh” 
in crimſon capitals in his magnanimow | 


* He then placed, on the oppolite 
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page, value for key fifty years.” This 
dont, the curtain cloſed, the dogs fled, a 
rumbling noiſe aſſailed the ears of Joſhua, 
and he was covered by a ſhower of ſoot, and 
| all was dark again. The flat candle once 
more gave a dim light, and Joſhua then diſ- 
covered, tv his great ſurpriſe, Betſey was 
once more breeched. The candleſtick was 
replaced, and the couple were once more in 
| their lodgings. 


„ 
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« I have ſucceeded, ſaid Betſey ; cc he 
whom you beheld, was at firſt timorous to 
| obey; he is the mortal of whom I men- 
tioned his power is boundleſs, as I have be- 
fore obſerved. Here, take this key ; what- 
ever lock you apply it to, it will inſtantly 
open. It will procure you acceſs to Ann 
| Maria's room: be filent, and you may 
obtain the object of your deſires; when 
. day-light appears, and the females awaken, 
| che will perceive her loſs, but be ignorant of 
the perſon who deprives her of it. Be 
happy then, Joſhua, and let this inſtance of 
IE nn 
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my ſerving you prove my unparalleled 
friendſhip. 


The prieſt received the key, ſurpriſed 
and bewildered, which entirely drove re- 
flecton from his mind, and he only looked 
forward with impatience for the obtaining 
that for which his ſtrange paſſion ſo blindly 
hurried him forward to“ Oh that it were 
midnight!“ 


— 
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Quis ignorat, maximam illecebram eſſe peccandi impunitatis ſpem ? 


CICERO. 


Who is ignorant, that it 1s the hopes of impunity which is the 
greateſt temptation to fin ? 
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Methinks we ſtand on ruins ; nature ſhakes 


About us; and the univerſal frame '\ * 

So looſe, that it but wants another puſh. 

To leap from off its hinges. Col us. 
— 2 


ALL the reſearches of Henry Mountford- 
| ington proved vain. | Alice was loſt, irre- 
coverably loſt ; which loſs affected him fo 

deſperately, as to occaſion a total decay of 

health, and he ſunk ſenſeleſs on a bed of 
{ ſickneſs. In this ſlate of courſe no one 
could expect him to viſit Olivia ; ; and ſhe, 

vol. 111. 8 | hong 
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being ignorant of the cauſe, it made her me. 
lancholy in the extreme. The ill-timed 
death of Lord Charles's ſiſter prevented him 
from communicating his intentions towards 
Ann Maria Auguſta, to his uncle; and her 
mother hearing no more of him, conjectured 
that ſome one more wealthy and conſonant | 
with his heart had intercepted his love fog 

her daughter, and taken poſſeſſion of 
Lord Charles's perſon. 


Theſe affairs, together with joſhua's late 
attack on Ann Maria Auguſta, drove Olivia 
into a train of thought the moſt deſpairing 
and penſive. What was to become of her 
daughter, Heaven only knew ! 


An occurrence was in embryo, and, had ſhe 
been witch enough to know it, would have 
relieved her from ſundry. anxieties that 
then tormented her. Charles now only 
waited for a kind opportunity to lay heft 


the Duke his intentions as to matrimany; 


but unfortunately for the females, a cimyus- 
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ſtance happened which entirely upſet that 
plan, and obligated him to poſtpone ſuch a 
ſcheme for ſome days longer. His friend's 
malady grew minutely worſe ; he was never 
from him; his anguiſh was the pureſt ſor- 
row: Willy's was of the ſame dye. All, 
fave himſelf, ſeemed ſtupified with grief, 
and appeared not to exert the leaft project 
in order to come at the truth of her demiſe. 
He was unceaſingly buſied in imagining 
ſchemes for entering Mrs. Rod's, or at 
leaſt of obtaining ſome intelligence from the 
girls relative to Alice; and after a million 
different expedients, he at laft clothed him- 
ſelf ia Highland attire, and taking his bag- 
pipes under his arm, planted himſelf directly 


at the boarding-ſchool gate, with the idea 


that ſhould Alice be alive, and yet in the 
houſe, on hearing his voice, ſhe might by 
ſome means or other endeavour to let him 
know her fituation. 
He had ſcarcely begun to drawl forth his 
drones, before the ſchool door opened, and 
EY 2 a; the 
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the cook preſented herſelf with a boil of 


mutton broth ; at the ſame time inviting 
him into the hall to ſup it: whilſt he was 
thus occupied, whole myriads of flitting 
females ſurrounded him, aſking a thouſand 
queſtions before one could be anſwered. As 
he ſupped, ſome admired the delicacy of his 
knees, and wondered that he did not catch 
cold going ſo naked; while they whiſpered, 
laughed, winked, and eyed him with no ſmall 


delight, lamenting that ſo beautiful a young 


man ſhould be obliged to beg about for 


ſubſiſtence, and with one voice determin- - 


ed to aſk Mrs. Rod to recommend him 
to Mr. Octave, the muſic maſter. Thus de- 


termined, away they every one flew, like ſo 


many pigeons to the governeſs; and al 
ſpeaking at once on his perſonal merits, the 
old lady thougkt nothing leſs than that q 


| were to a girl deranged. 


- 


Davin this our Highlandman was pan 


ing one of tlie teachers concerning Alice, 
E who laid, that ſhe was taken ill beten 


AT * 


1 5 8 i 
— 48 * Y - 
* 4 
2 7 
1 2 
n . 


A oo > m= © www 


»” ks AS. A. LM. 4 


THE NEW MONE. 


E 
from the geography room, and ſoon after 
died; and that ſhe (the then teacher) had 
ſeen her interred. This flattened our ad- 
venturer not a little; but he had gone now 
too far to recede, ſo, from neceſſity, was 
obliged to finiſh the undertaking. 


The cook appeared in the hall, and defired 


him to follow her to Mrs. Rod's parlour, 
who was ſurrounded at a reſpectful diſtance 
dy the girls. The youth bowed ; and ſhe 


interrogated his birth and parentage. 


To theſe demands, Willy replied with 
conſiderable ingenuity and aptneſs. She 


then aſked if he was fond. of muſic. 


« In the extreme.” 


Well,“ faid ſhe, „ you look a lad of 
ſome ſmartneſs; I'll ſee what my friend Mr. 


Octave can do for you.“ 


She was thanked with ſeeming th 
* he quitted the apartment. Now, in one 


| moment, commenced a loud gabbling, The 


a= girls 


6 THE NEW Monk. 


girls cloſed in upon him to ſuch a degree; 
as almoſt to endanger his being ſqueezed to 
death. Who could blame them? About 
twenty ſpoke at a time; and when they | 
perceived that he could not poſſibly anſwer 
them all, they were contented to be ſatisfied 
one by one. Willy, having much wit, was 
as greatly amuſed as themſelves; and as 
there ſeemed no bounds to their queſtions, | 
he ſet no bounds to the probability to his | 
anſwers, ſo Bruced away at no ſmall rate. 
He had travelled round the world with Cap- 
tain Cook; had ſwam in the burning lava 
of Etna; and was obliged to eat his way 
through a guard of barbarians on the coaſt 
of Africa for want of better arms. In as 

ws,  - 


Humgruffins, Durgoneers, and men whoſe outlides 
'« Yearly doth become their In; 

with a variety of other intereſting and x Vas 

luable communications. After expreſſing 
their wonder that one ſo young ſhould h 

| travelled ſo much, they took notice af his 
inſttument, requeſting a tune, and that 1 


THE NEW roxx. GB 


| night. be wild, melancholy, merry, and en- 
MAES 


« Nay, ladies! faid Willy, © how can I 
do all that at once ? but if you will be pa- 


dient. and juſt hold your tongues for half a 


minute, I'll ſatisfy you all. Firſt, here's a 


| wild and melancholy one; it's to ſhew how 


2 lady fell {| uddenly in love with a ſomething Þ 


« But is it true ?” faid the cook. 


« hou that vou are 1 14 De 


dM LOKI n 
in Scotland; and the ſomething was 3 
ſo pretty by the voung maiden who fell in 
love with it, that ſhe called it nothing m more 
than © the pretty ſomething,” 


'* In Scotland fay you?” frid/an early 
teacher; © are not they, in ſome parts, per- 
3 the wood 


« Te, Mn fo dd 1 before I was 


=> 7 — « Caught !* 
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« Cavght!” exclaimed the curious; 
what had yu done? 


« Oh, my dear Ma' am! then perhaps you 
don't know that every firſt day of the new 
year about two hundred of our countrymen, 
who are totally civilized, come with large 
' ngts into the mountains, and taking us un- 
prepared, carry whole dozens home to be 
ſcraped and educated.” 


„My God! {craped and educated | hon 
ſcraped *" 


6 Well, now liſten; you muſt know, 
| that living, as they did, in a ſtate of mon- 
ſtroſity, all their parts were unattended to, 
and fo their perſons ran wild, like an uncul- 
tured garden. For inſtance, their bodies 
were all encrufled with hair; their nails were 
frequently five and fix inches in length ; and 
as to their beards, they became ſo long, that 
neceflity obliged them to be cut; and, in 
IJ the courſe of twenty years, I have known. one 


man, 


* 
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man, at different periods, when all added 


together, had clipped from his chin nearly five 


miles of hair. This being the ſtate of their 

appearances, in order not to frighten ladies 
in certain fituations, an act has paſſed in 
Edinburgh, that all Highlanders ſhall be 
« ſcalded, ſcraped, and taught manners de- 
cent of obſeryanca' Now are you latisfied, 


ladies?“ 


"Willy began to tune his pipes, whoſe _ 
ſounds were well known to Alice had ſhe 
been but within hearing; and hoping for 


the beſt, he prepared for the commencement. 


« But, ladies, 1 crave a few moments longer 
before I begin, juſt to tell you, that Scot- 


und is horribly infeſted with witches and 


Warlocks, that aſſume a hundred ſhapes ; 
can blight you with foul diſorders, and blow 
that terrible diſeaſe, ſo famous there, at ran- 

dom, in ſtormy weather, through the quills 


of the ſolen gooſe. It would be needleſs for 


me to tell you, that cats, hares, crabs, and | 
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three · legged ftools, beſides innumerable 
other appearances they take, to the no ſmall 
annoyance of the inhabitants. Now then, 
the hero of my ballad was a young Warloct, 
who took a certain ſhape of a certain ſome. 
thing, of which, in due time, you ſhall un- 
derſtand.” 


Willy then played a ſweet ſymphony, and 


5 began in a loud, clear, melodious, and mu- 


ſical voice the following ſtanzas:— 


THE WARLOCK MAN, 
| A SCOTCH BALLAD, 


THE fun ſhone bright acroſs the way, 
The duſt it blew, and darken'd day; 
A bonoy lafs with warbles glad, 
To Donald's ſhop did eager pad. 


A Warlock, perched in corner ſly, 

| Beheld the maid to Donald's hie; © 
Then ſped he to his ſiſter witch, 
Who then was-blaſting wide the itch. 
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Oh | ſiſter ! ſiſter ! pray adviſe 


To what way beſt I can ſurpriſe : 


Oh! ſiſter ! ſiſter | pray explain 
How I may prove that virgin's bane, 


The witch ſaid, Brother Warly, ape 

A. veſſel neat of hollow ſhape : 

Then place yourſelf in Donald's ſhop, - 
And at thy form ſhe'll ſurely ſtop. 


The Warlcck man then ſwiftly fer, 


| And ſtrait in Donald's ſhop he grew, 


As ſound, well glas d, and brown'da thing 


As free from cracks as cer did ring. 


The maiden enter'd Donald's ſtore, 

She paced the pot ſhop theee times o'er 3 
Eyed all his wares, and mugs of delf, 
Nor ſpy'd the yet the Warlock elf. 


She chanc'd to caſt her eyes aright ; 


« My God?” the cry'd, © there on that ſpet, 


Pray how much is your chamber pt 


0 
6 4 
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« 'Tis halfpence, maiden, three and four; 


Beneath an uſeful form of clay ! 
And placed it ſoon beneath her bed. 


_ The elf, whoſe wiſh was to torment, 
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« Upon my word I aſk no more.” 
The virgin rung it three times three; 
« Oh ! yes, dear pot, thou'lt go with me. 


She paid in pennies new the ſum; 
And flipping faſt her ivory thumb 
Through handle of the ſtrongeſt make, 
She homeward now her courſe did take. 


Oh ! had ſome kinder ſpirit told, 

« Your pot is not of earthen mould l. 
The thing ſhe priz'd, and held ſo fall, 
Would ſwiftly from her hand be cat. 


But dreading not that miſchief lay 


She ſinging onward ihoughrleſs ſped, 


And only object and intent, | 
To ſport with mortals at his pleaſure, | 
And fruftrate all their plans at leiſure ; 


Rais 
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Rais'd in the maiden's mind a thought, 
To try the virtue of her pot; 

So up the hied into her room, 
Unconſcious of her future doom. 


As ſhe intended, ſo twas done, 

And firmly fi d on potter's ſtone ; 
Heedleſs, not thinking where ſhe was, 
Nor why ſhe fat, nor what the cauſe, 


She with her finger on the floor, = 
Deſcrib'd in cyphers o'er and o'er, 
Her lover's name amidf the dirt, 
With twiſted face and tongue alert. 


Scarce had ten minutes fted away, 
Before the Warlock's time of play 
Drew near ; the virgin ſat content, 
For now began the elf*s intent. 


o Ledi Odear! O Lord) for Oh 
The maiden ſcreamed upon the Pa; 


Scarce were theſe ſounds pronounc'd, when ſmack 


The maid fell proſtrate on her back. 
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She ſhrieks, and (qualls, and well ſhe might, 
For faith the cruel harden'd ſpright 

Had ſudden crack'd beneath her ſeat, 

And left her dear utenſil ſplit. 


Three times, while ſtruggling in the ſtream, 
1 The lovely maid was heard to ſcream ;" | 
But when her frighten d fit was o'er, 

She found ber bottom fine and fore. 


Warn'd by this tale, ye damſels fair, 

On what ye truſt your forms beware ! 

For under many a velvet feat, 
Pins lily luck, with ſharp retreat 


The youth ceaſed to ſing. The ſubject 
of his ſong pleaſed the ladies, and it was with 
difficulty he exculed himſelf from repeating 
it. However they all begged to have a 


copy of the verſes, which Willy promiſed to 


ſend. The bell now ſummoned the girls to 
dinner, and they quitted the young muſician 


with confiderable preſents and thanks. One 
gave him the fag end of a twelfth cake; 
another preſented him with an old ſampler; 


| 42 
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ſome with thimble-caſes, old feathers, for- 
ſaken keep-ſakes, and other et ceteras. He 
received every ſkin of their donations ; bat 
how to convey them away he knew not, ſo 
begged an old work-baſket. 


« Ha!” faid the cook, © here is Mrs. 
Eleanor with one, as I hope to be baſted.” 


The lady approached, and gave it to Willy. 
It was a real ſeven and fixpenny Dunſtable 
one. 


« Here is my gift,” ſaid ſhe, © good 
young man; perhaps its virtues are moſt 
numerous — be penetrative !'? 


She then whiſpered, © Alice!“ in his right 
car. It was not loſt by Willy, who grew 
perfectly frantic with impatience till he 
ſhould once more be arrived at his maſter's. 
Five momeats fled, and he was there ; he 
related the adventure at large. Henry, as 
if recalled from death, ſtarted up, and ſeized 
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the baſket ; he emptied every article fro 
its infide ; it was torn, in his agitation, intoa 
thouſand pieces. At length a ſmall ſcrap 
of paper was diſcerned, addreſſed to hs. 
The contents were as follows ;— 


« I knew your Faithful ſervant. Obey may 
orders. Procure a warrant for the ſeizure of 
me and the governeſs; but let it not be exe 
cuted until next Friday. It is the breaking 
up: there will be our uſual oftentatious ce 
remony. Be ſilent, if poſſible, as you honour 
the memory of Alice, and wiſh for the de- 
tection of her murderers. 


60 ETEA NOR.“ 


No ſooner had fi read this, than he | 
fell lifeleſs on his pillow. | It diſcovered the | 
real fate of the unfortunate girl. In this is. 
ſtate he lay for a conſiderable time; a 
when he did recover, vengeance and cet> 
tain deſtruction was determined ſhould be 
the deſerts of the blood-thirſty governeſs.— 
In ſhort, it affected him to ſuch a degree, a 


for a time to bereave him totally of ks , | 
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ſenſes. In this ſtate lay the poor friend of 
Lord Charles, who had never, until now, 
quitted the apartment of Henry ; but ne- 
ceſſity obliged him to procure the warrant 
for the ſeizure of the infamous Mrs. Rod, 
and of courſe this cauſed him to relinquiſh 
his ſtri&t attendance, placing it in the care of 
the faithful Willy. Things now were ar- 
ranged. Lord Charles had procured the 
neceſſaries for the ſcheme he had under- 
taken. Proper officers were provided; and 
he ſolicited Capt. Ailesford, who, with a 
party of guards, promiſed the Rn ſup- 
port to prevent a tumult. 


Whilſt this anxious youth was fo ar- 
dently engaged, he was unconſcious of 
the villany that was going on in the | 
family of Mrs. Olivia, Joſhua, aided 
by Betſey and her good friend, determin- 
ed, whatever might be the conſequence; 
to gain the end of his ſtrange wiſhes. The 

[ period was arrived; it was now the night. , 
LY. — that on which he had received the 

E key. | 
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her mother, felt all thoſe ſtrange prelenti- 
ments which people ſay are common when 


fate has doomed two mortals to ſeparate, 


without an intention of ever meeting more; 


ſome unlucky accident happens, which to» 


tally puts it out of their power, and which 
was told in a warning ſenſation. The amiable 
daughter of Olivia withdrew into her cham» 
ber; her feelings at that moment my penyy 


mans about them. 


« She ſunk into a chair, reclined her head 
upon herarm, and gazed upon the floor with 
a vacant care, — 
floated * ” 


1 25 


She was in this tate, when her ew 
was arreſted by the melancholy notes of g 


hand organ. She liſtened attentively ;'it 


ſoothed. her ſadneſs ; its meledy had, in 
ſome degree, relieved her: the muſic ceaſed, 


T ap 


bay 4 
key. Ann Maria Auguſta, on parting with 


= woe on Yo Mi 0 


inadequate to expreſs, ſo I will not fay rx 
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| and ſhe retired to reſt, where ſhe ſoon — 
| peace in the arms of Somnus. 


Darkneſs is in general the cloak for moſt - 


| evil occupations. It was full midnight be- 


fore the covetous prieſt ventured from his 
houſe ; and he ſoon, with quick fteps, 
reached that of Olivia's. Whilſt he fumbled 
in his pocket for the key, a few moments re- 
lection took place. 


What if I am diſcovered ?” ſaid he. 

_ « B:(ides, what right have I to take from 
another that which belongs nat to me? 
| and ſhould the things be miſſed, and Ann 
Maria Auguſta inform her mother of my 
real intent, on my laſt viſit, on whom but 
me will ſhe fix as the thief ? but then what 
proofs have they, that I could be the perpe» 
trator ? Let them ſwear ; I' {wear too 
my name is up, and too firmly rooted in the 


public's mind to be ſhaken by any acculation 
F the kind, let it be ever ſo true.“ 


With 
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With this laſt idea in his pate, he b 
the ſteps of the ſtreet door; and, on the 
application of the key, ſoon entered the 


houſe. Every thing was in perfect dark. 


neſs ; he was attentive at the ſmalleſt noiſe, 
and trod lightly on his tip-toes. His hand 
was on the lock of Ann Maria's chamber. 
door; he ſtopped ; all was ſtill within.— 
They are all huſhed and ſnoring,” ſaid he 


to himſelf. He turned the handle; the 


door creeked as he ſlowly moved it on its 
hinges ; he ſtopped again; nothing was yet 
diſturbed ; he ſtrode forward towards the 
bed of the ſleeping beauty; he looked 
around him, but faw no veſtments which 
contained the object of his perils. It wa 


not total darkneſs here, though it might be 


ſo in the ball. One night-lamp ſtood on the 
edge of a bath-ſtove, and ſhed a few: faint 
glimmers about the chamber. Wherecan 


| ſhe have put her pockets ?” ſaid the prieſt 


to himſelf. He examined more particys 
larly ; and heedleſs of the beauty and fitus 


- tl © © > > 


prey Ou - & r tt. 1 — al. was — hs 


tion of Ann Maria Auguſta, pryed at the | | 
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foot, the ſides of the bed, and in the chair, 
amidſt her other raiments, for the repoſitory 
of his wiſhes. At laſt the thought ſtruck 
bim they muſt be beneath her pillow. He 
was right; for it was her nocturnal precau- 


ton there to place them. 


He remained for ſome moments devour- 
ing, in the imagination of his eyes, the con- 
tents of thoſe appendages to Ann Maria's 


perſon, which bore his longed- for charms — 
One pocket, halt dropping from beneath the 


pillow, ſeed to ſolicit his hand. He bent 

over the quiet form of the fair, and took a 
gentle hold of the object of his vifit. This 
momentary pleaſure, for ſo he felt it, in- 
creaſed his longing for poſſeſſion. He forgot 


every object but that which thus agitated 


him. His impatience became unbearable, 
and he reſolved not to loſe another moment, 


| and fo proceeded to tear off that pillow which 
- impeded the gratification of his intentions. 


« Ah!” 


- 
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«Ah !” was exclaimed behind bim 
not deceived : Oh ! the hypocrite!” 


The Pileſt leapt with terror no inconſider. 
able height. He ftarted, and looked to- 
_ wards the ſpot from whence the voice pro- 
ceeded. Olivia herſelf ſtood at the bed- 
room door. Her looks were contempt and 


rage. 1 


A noiſe, like the diſcharge of a handful of 
gravel againſt bez indow, had tuddealy 
awoke her from a W 


5 « Who's there? 


No one anſwering, ſhe lay watchfull 
liſtening; and as ſhe ſlept in the next room 
to her daughter, the leaſt motion in bet 
apartment could not be but heard. Unfar- 
tunately for Joſhua, he had forgotten to put 
off his ſhoes ; and they, likewiſe as unfor-- 

tunate for him, had a queer knack of creak- 
ing at every ſtep. 


8 . 3 | This 4 a 
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This 1t was that alarmed Olivia a ſecond 
time; and with a certain idea that. ſhe 
plainly diſtinguiſhed the foot of a man, pac- 
ing flowly ber child's floor, rouſed her from 


bed, and directed her to explore. 


Joſhua ſtared. Olivia gazed with won- 


der. She was the firſt to break the ſilence. 


« My apprehenfions,” ſhe ſaid, © are not 


groundleſs. Is this the pious Joſhua that I 
fee? Is it this man the world deems truly 


virtuous— a very ſaint ! the meekeſt of man- 


kind? Oh ſhame! blind world! Hypo- 


crite ! villain ! I perceived your deſign, but 


 forbore to accuſe you to the public until 1 


had a more certain foundation for my aſſer- 
tions. Now all the city ſhall ſee, and mark 
your real character. Yes, ſerpent ! you 


hall be a /ecoud example how a pure religion 


has been blaſphemed in being made a cloak 
tor the ſeducer's deſigns ! ove has eſcaped 


S mpun/ied, but I will take Care that another 


ſhall not find the fame an.” 


* { : Y 
The 
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The ſwiftneſs with which this was deli 
vered, together with the ſevere voice and 
aſpect, petrified the affrighted prieſt almoſt 

toa rock. He had not a word to throw at 


a dog; nor for his life, at that moment, 


could he utter a ſyllable. Frightened to 
death, his jaw ſhook, his knees knocked, and 


he was perfectly incapacitated with the con- 


ſciouſneſs of his guilty intentions, and the 
fear of being made a public example. She 
ran to the ber] in order to awaken Ann 
Maria Auguſta, and vowed ſhe would raiſe 
the houſe but he ſhould be ſecured. The 
prieſt now beheld his ſituation ; he took the 
alternative of a coward, and a deſpairing vi- 


lain. He beheld his ruin to be the conſe» 


- quence, if he did not take ſome W 
and —— meaſure. 


« Pll try to pacify bis firſt,” ſaid tet | 


himſelf. 


Teace, Madam! but hear me! I vow, 
by all that's right, you miſtake my inten- 
We | | Sr tions. | 


b, 


— — Aa NQC ©, wy === & & £©. — 


— — rig, „% „ _ ans — 4 — 4 


6 


+, 54 ²˙ ˙à ws. XX... A , ER 55. OA Aa a 


. LF 


THE NEW MONK. 25 


tions. I meant no harm whatever to your 


daugliter; but you ſhall never know the 
object of my arrival here, nor how I obtained 
entrance. Pardon me, Madam ; I throw 
myſelf on your goodneſs and mercy. - De- 
prive me not of that fame which I have ſo 
deſervedly gained. Brand me not in public 
with an accuſation which would be falſe. — 
Grant me this requeſt, and depend on my 
honour—never more to hear of me.” 


« What! muſt I ſanction villany, and 
not pluck out from the world a ſerpent, nur- 
tured in its richeſt garden? No! raſcal ! 
not to check wickedneſs, and make its 
agents high examples in the ſighit of virtue, 
is equally culpable on the part of thoſe per- 
ſons who have ſo beneficial a ſervice in their 
power. Seek not mercy from me, you hy- 


pocrite. Halloo! Mary! Ann Maria 


call the watchman ! raiſe the neighbour- 
hood!“ 
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As thus ſhe ſpoke, he exclaimed within 
himſelf, « Hard-hearted woman! Yet, was 
there not a time when I. Yes, Alice, 
thou ſued for mercy, and thus did I refuſe it 
thee ! Tis now my turn to ſuffer ; but 1 
have ſtrength with deſpair, and will ex- 
ert it.“ 


So thinking, he hurried to the chamber. 


door, and as he wiſhed, Olivia ſeized him. 


« By Heaven !” ſhe cried, © thou ſhalt 
not fly! FIl hold you here till, by my 
ſcreams, ſome one comes to my aſſiſtance.“ 


« Oh! you will, will you ?” ſaid Joſhua, 
in a determined voice, expecting that the 
noiſe which had been made would moment- 


arily bring ſome perſon to them. Oliva 
wound herſelf around him, and almoſt 
ſqueezed him in two with her graſp. He 
ſtruggled to diſengage himſelf. She bound 
him yet more firmly. Enraged to the 


| greateſt degree, he now, with his uſual 1 in- 
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patience when his paſſions were rouſed, at 
one thruſt with his arm daſhed her proſtrate 
on the ground; and ſhe, being ſtunned by 
the fall, lay at that inſtant motionleſs. 


Now, ſaid he, in a low voice, let me 
eſcape, whilſt yet all is quiet. I think Ma- 


dam is too much ſilenced by her fall to diſ- 


turb me, till I am clear off. Ah! but then 
when ſhe does recover, every circumſtance 


will be explained; and, to add to the other 
| crimes ſhe would lay to my charge, I have 


nodoubt but the exaſperated woman would 
ſwear I attempted her life. What would 
then become of me? Oh horror! no one as 
yet is diſturbed. T have ſtrength, and I will 
exert it, and leave no trace by which I can 
be diſcovered.” 


So ſaying, he in fury fat upon the breaſt 
of the unfortunate Olivia; and, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of an up and down motion, at- 
tempted to deprive her of that breath which 
had already been loſt in his late cruel exer- 
1 — — tions. 
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tions. After four or five minutes being thus 
employed, he found her make not the leaſt 
motion whatever. Yes, ſhe was cold and 
lifeleſs ; her heart no longer vibrated within 
her; her limbs were ſtiff and powerleſs ; the 
mother of Ann Maria was no more. Joſhua 
roſe, now more terrified than ever, from his 
ſeat, 


« My God! am I then a murderer ?” 


His blood alſo refuſed to flow, but | 
its cauſe was wide from that of Olivia's | 
though that cauſe proceeded from both.— _ 
Joſhua cloſed his eyes in horror; he qui - 
vered, trembled, ſhook violently, leaned, 
faint and ſick, againſt the door of the cham- 
ber. He thought not; but that was only 

the mind's ſtupor previous to a convulſion 

of reflections. A ruſtling in the apartment 

adjoining called back his torpid faculties— | 
His ſole latety now was in flight; and de 

made tlie beſt of his way towards the hall 

door. The key toon let him into the ſtreet, | 
| — — 
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and, unperceived, he entered his lodgings, 


where, ſhutting himſelf into his room, he 


now gave way to a moſt comfortable ſet of 
refleftions, that I am poſitive could be en- 
vied by no one. 


A maſter-piece of horror, new and dreadful.” . 
CEvievs. 


] OSHUA ſhuddered ; for indeed he could 
do no other, when he reflected on his rapid 


ſtrides to wickedneſs. The late ſcene was 


continually reacted in his mind, and Olivia 


| haunted him unremittingly. Time, which 


heals chaſms, both in a wounded mind and 
body, blunted the acuteneſs of his thoughts. 
Days, weeks, and months paſſed, and he was 
not glanced at as the perpetrator ; fo that 
= when 
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when he found himſelf clear in the world, 
and ſaw no probability of the circumſtance 
ever coming to light, he began to reſume 
his wonted ſpirits, and in ſhort, paid no 
attention to the leaſt touch of remorſe. He 
had informed Betſey of the unfortunate ca- 
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taſtrophe of his adventure ; and ſhe, with 


her uſual duplicity, affected to calm his 
fears, by adding, there was no probability of 
its being laid to his door ; and, by degrees, 
in argument, totally reconciled the prieſt to 
his ſituation. 


« Deſpair not,“ ſaid ſhe ; ** abandon not 


your deſign, and ſhew me, that your great- 


neſs of mind 1s not to be damped by the moſt 
dangerous of events. Recollect the treaſure 


in your way; and there is every flat tering 
Proſpect of ſucceſs-. 


1 She . too well in her admonitions, 
and be now was once more determined to 


* 3 


you will poſſeis in purſuing your intentions 
with alacrity. Olivia is not now an obſtacæk 
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atisfy his wiſhes at any price. He waited 


only for a favourable opportunity to repeat 
bis former exploit ; ſo that his incompa- 
able partner Betſey ſet her abilities to work, 
in order to put Ann Maria Auguſta for a 
time in the preacher's power. 


While this ſcheme was adjuſting, the poor 
girl ſuffered ſeverely, as all girls would do in 


the like ſituation. It being her wonted cuſ- 


tom to pay her mother an early diurnal viſit, 
ſhe did not on waking forget to remember 
that which was from cuſtom become a part 
of her exiſtence. So aſter dreſſing, ſhe bent 
her ſteps towards the chamber of Olivia— 
and without regarding that any thing lay 
in the way, involuntarily ſtumbled over 
ſomething, which of courſe impeded her, and 
brought her level with the floor. On riſing, 
what was her diſmay and terror when ſhe 
beheld the cold form of her affectionate pa- 
rent! Here diſtreſs was far beyond the li- 


mis of deſcription ; nor is it poſhble for any 
ane to have the moſt A idea of ſuch 


4 feelings, 
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feelings, unleſs fortune placed them in ſitua. 


tions ſimilar. Having given way to the 


firſt tranſports of grief, and making the 


ſtreet ring with diſtracted lamentations, all 


the female attendants then in the houſe 
flocked to the ſpot, where lay the icy corſe of 
the unfortunate mother, and knelt, in an2uiſh 
the moſt bitter, with her frantic daughter, 
Here was a ſcene for a painter—not the ex- 
perience of a Sir Joſhua Reynolds could 
more than faintly repreſent ſo perturbed a 
circumſtance. A doctor was ſent for; but 
Olivia was paſt recovery ; nor could he poſ- 
fibly account for ber ſudden death. She had 
a contuſion on the back of her head, which 
was attributed to the fall, it being judged 
that a fit was the cauſe. She was buried; 
and the good woman of the houſe engaged 
to pay all the funeral expenditures, as it was 
not a time to bother the miſerable girl on 
, ſubjects. 


Ann Maria Auguſta almoſt loſt her rex 


fon. The grief ſhe underwent for the loſs | 
> | | of 


— n e * LEY - — 
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ol ſo valuable a parent was of the deepeſt 
and moſt acute nature. She never more 


ſmiled, and was almoſt inceſſantly in tears. 
Although it was the deepeſt ever yet known, 
it was but laughter to what it would have 
been, had the real circumſtances reached her 
knowledge. Olivia, being rather apoplectic, 
and apt to walk in her ſleep, with theſe con- 
tingencies, her death was attributed to no- 
thing more than having been ſeized with 
one of thoſe fits whilſt perambulating.— 
This appearing a very plauſible thing, no- 
thing more was faid of it. Her melancholy 
daughter was now left friendleſs and unpro- 
tected, her aunt being as yet in Rumtford, 
and ſhe knew not the direction. Lord 
Charles had been given up by her long ſince; 

and the only reſource now apparent, was to 
ſolicit the friendſhip of Mr. Pentateuch ;— 

yet it was her mother's particular orders 


never more to encourage him; but all this 


could not drive from her mind the favour- 
able opinions ſhe entertained of him, and 


hoped that her mother had judged too pre- 


. 
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cipitately of his character. The parent's in- 
junctions were not to be broken; ſo ſhe de. 


termined to apply to the lover of Alice for 


aſſiſtance and protection. She wrote; but 
he was too dangerouſly ill to attend to let- 


ters. This meſſage quite overwhelmed her, 


and ſhe once again gave herſelf up to de- 
ſpair. Emma, her mother's maid, and Mrs, 
Wattle, the landlady, conſoled her in a 
friendly, affe&ionate, and awkward manner, 
The latter begged her to make herſelf quite 
eaſy ; for as long as it might pleaſe her to 


remain in Piccadilly, the houſe, and every 


thing in it, was at her diſpoſal. Ann Maria, 
finding this rare example of benevolence, 
' ſomewhat comforted her, as did likewiſe the 
arrival of an epiſlle from her aunt at Rum- 
ford, informing her that ſhe had one of the 
moſt pleaſant uncles to introduce to her in 
the world; one who would make her lockets 
and bodkins for nothing. Tueſday was the 
day appointed for her public entry, and her 
nice looked forward to it with impatience. 


| It 
& 1 . * 
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It arrived. Ann Maria anxiouſly caught 


the diſtant rattling of the carriages with her 
ear, and as anxiouſly watched the ſound 
till, diſappointed, it paſſed the door. The 
evening advanced—1t was night; no aunt, 
nouncle ; the hours were tedious ; but ſhe 
determined to fit up for them. Reſtleſs, 
and upon the tenter-hooks of expectation, 
ſhe liſtleſsly attempted to amuſe herſelf with 
fifty different things; yet they were objects 
conſiſtent with her melancholy ſtate of mind. 
She did not take up an inſtrument of 
muſic, lay it down again, or fix herſelf at an 
embroidery frame, or had no filks, ſo em- 
broidered with thread, which ſnapped every 
inſtant to the no ſmall trial of her patience ; 
nor was ſhe fo immenſely filly as to be to- 
tally diſconcerted by the droppings of a 
candle on a favourite wreath of violets : No, 


theſe were objects too trivial to afford 


amuſement to the mind of Ann Maria Au- 
guſta when ſo recent a diſaſter had befallen 
her. She retired to her mother's little li- 


— den and taking a book, endeavoured, in 


- 
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that way, to divert the tedious time. R 
was her firſt time of entering the apartment 
fince the demiſe of Olivia. The fituation 
and arrangement of the chamber brought 
frequently back to her recollection the happy 
days ſpent there. With theſe reflections, 
ſhe would ſuddenly burſt into tears ; then 
recover herſelf, read, weep, and that alter- 
nately ; for how could ſhe forget ſcenes never 
to be again? Aſhamed of her weakneſs, ſhe 
looked for a more lively book, by which, in 
| ſome degree, her ſorrows might be diffipated; 
therefore, getting on a low ſtool, reached 
from a ſhelf, near at hand, a collection of 
miſcellaneous poems. She ſnuffed her can- 
dle which drew near its end, and opening 
the volume ee in the middle, read the 
. ballad :*— 


The following Parody is altered by its Author from 
one which he compoſed, and inſerted in the Oracle of the 2gth 
of April, 1797. 


. SL 
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PILL-GARLICK THE BRAVE, AND THE BROWN 
MARGERINE. 


£1 A Doctor fo old, and a ſcullion by night, 

| Stuff d a turkey behind a fire ſcreen, 

Leſt they waſte all the ſuet, we'll give them a light ; 
Pill Garliek the Doctor was five feet in height, 


Four feet and an inch, Margerine 4 


« Out, alas?!” cry'd the ſtripling, © to morrow I * 
ö | To phyſie a feveriſh land; 


| | My beauty! then abſent in froſt, and in ſnow, 


The glazier will court you, and you, I well know, 


Will give bim, or the turncock, your hand.“ 


« By the virtue of med'cine * brown Margerine faid, 
« You wrong Tom the glazier and me; 
For though you ſhould die with the gout in your band, 
I ſwear by St. Peter, that none in my bed, 
Whilſt a toe-nail I've left there ſhall be. 


If Cer, by rich tripe, or by ropes drawn aſide, 
1 I jilt little Pilly the brave: 
Jove grant, in a wig, with your mouth open wide, 
Vour ghoſt, at my feaſt, may ſtick cloſe by my ſide, 
2 May cram me with arſenicy and baſte well my hide, 
r 
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To Jamaica then haſten d the Doctor ſo old; 
Madge voted his abſence a bore : 

But as ſhe was eating cold dumplings—bebold ! 

A brewer, all covered with hops, and with mould, 
Stopp'd his a at Brown Margerine s door. 


His bartels, his bungs, and his whip made of cane, 
Fill'd her ambitiavs ſoul with delight; 

The ſteam of ſmall beer ſcon bewilder'd her brain; 

She ſwore ſhe no longer would ſuffer ſuch pain, 
But would ſleep with the brewer that night. 


And now had the pariſh been gorg'd with a feaſt ; 

| Thefemales expected fine fun; 

The tables all crack'd with the weight of the yeaſt, 

Nor was any one's appetite ſated the leaſt, | 
When a bell (t'was a duſtman's I) told “one. 


Then ſquinting aſkance, Madam Margerine found 
That a Doctor was placed by her fide ; | 
Shav'd and glaz'd was his head, he utter'd no ſound, 
But twiſting his viſage, quite coal and profound, 

Told a gueſt at the table © he ly'd !” 
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His wig was pull'd forwards, we've mentioned his height; 
His apron was dirty to view : 

His fockings, now black, had been formerly white; 

The gueſts made wry faces, and ſneez'd—well they might, 
For his body was pea green and blue ! 


For his dinner anqoſier now ſwore he ſhould pays 

It he did not contribute ſome cheer ; 
But Mage, more benevolent, thus ſpoke, I pray, 
Dear Sir ! that your peruke aſide you would lay, 

And partake of tome ſtrong, or ſmall beer. 

She ſaid, and topp'd ſhort== the Doctor unties 

His, wig, which, with maggots, was full. 
« Blood and oons, uttered Margy, hard training her eyes, 
« What a monſter is here | for as I do ſurmiſe, 

That is Doctor Pill-Garlick's bare ſcull.“ 


All the women then ſet up a yell, not a ſhout ; 
Some fell on the ground with the ſpleen : 

A cobler, who then was undreſſing without, 

Ran in in his ſhirt, but he ſoon got kick'd out, 
When Garlick beſpoke Margerine, 


« View 
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« View the Doctor, you jilter, you ſtrumpet !“ he cry 4 


1 The gods have compell'd me to ſhave : 1 


But Jove grants, in a wig, with my mouth open wide, 

My ghoſt at your feaſt may ſtick by your fide, 

May cram you with arſenic, and baſte well your hide, 
And gagg'd, bear you down tothe grave,” | 


Then his arms, without fleth, round poor Margy he wound, 
Whilſt he gagg'd her with bands made of hay; 

Then popp'd with her ſqualli:g, thro' malt on the ground; 

The hole which they made was not pe: fectly round, 
A... how deep it might be, I can't ſay. 


Not long liv'd the brewer ; and none ſince that time 
To inhabit the brew-houſe preſume: 

For the workmen declare, without reaſon or rhyme, 

That Madge under ground ſucks the juice of a lime, 
And is horſe-whipp'd by Pill-Garlick's grœom. 


Twice a week in her ſhift, in inoſt pitiful plight, 

Her wriſts to her hips cloſely bound: 
With her eyes darting rage, and her noſe broken quite, 
Madge limps in the brew Houſe with Pilly, the wight, 
Nor is any refreſhment her found. 
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Or 
. While ſurgeons in porter are learning to ſwim : 
| Dancing minuets, phyſicians are ſeen ; 
They drink water gruel (ridiculous whim !) 
: Then duck in a hogſhead, each holding a limb, 


The ſhivering, ſtarv'd Margerine. 


The peruſal of this was undoubtedly cal- 
culated to diſpel melancholy; but on Ann 
Maria Auguſta it had not the deſired effect; 
her uſual train of ideas took poſſeſſion of her 
mind. The hour being midnight, and a 
dead filence prevailing, threw an additional 
| damp on her ſouls ſadneſs. The leaſt noife 

made her ſtart ; a ſort of odd dread nailed 

her to where ſhe ſat. The candle now 
glimmered, almoſt expiring in its ſocket. — 

Ann Maria attempted to riſe ; but ſhe tot- 
| tered, and ſick, ſunk once more upon her 
| feat. She would have hallooed for aſſiſt- 

ance, only ſhe was unable. Agitated in the 
extreme, almoſt to ſuffocation, at laſt a tor- 
rent of tears relieved her, and renovated, in 
ſome degree, her ſenſeleſs faculties. Being 
better, lhe role to retire ; z io taking the 
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wavering luminary, proceeded ſlowly, and 
filent, to the door. At this moment, an 
unuſual ſtillneſs, and a darkneſs black as 
poſſible, feemed to pervade the library.— 


Scarcely had ſhe reached the third chair 


from that on which ſhe had fat, when a ſlight 
tap on the ſhoulder cauſed her involuntarily 
to turn her head. —Shudder ! an emaciated 
human chin reſted on her ſhoulder, the pro- 


perty of a tall thin figure, wrapped looſely 


in a white ſhroud, which enveloped it from 
head to foot. It champed its teeth three 
times; the bony noiſe ſhook the houſe to 
its foundation, and Ann Maria Auguſta, in 


her terror, let fall the candle, and remained 
ſtiff in horror. All was darkneſs now indeed. 


The ſpectre ſtill continued with its ſcull 
upon the ſhoulder of the terrified girl, whoſe 
head remained as firmly fixed on the turn as 
the other's did on the reſt. The ghoſt 
_ raiſed its arm, and pointed to the drapery 
which wang from it. The watchman went 
sone. The — trembled, and ſtepped 
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preciſely four paces and a half from the at- 
fighted Ann Maria Auguſta. Then ſpread- 
ing wide its two arms, and drooping its hol- 
low head, groaned 1n a voice no other than 
* ſepulchral, „% Behold!” 


Ann Maria quaked at the accent ; ſhe 
niſed her eyes, ſhrieked, was convulſed, 
and fell uſeleſs upon the floor. Emma, 
who, nodding through fatigue in the next 
room, was rouſed by the noiſe, and flew to the 
apartment of her young lady, She came 
without a light ; and how was ſhe aſtoniſhed 
to find all ſtill, ſilent, and dark! 


« Miſs,“ ſhe cried, half ſuffocated with 
fear, Miſs! Miſs!” No anſwer. Then 
manning to Mrs. Wattle, ſhe ſaid, that Miſs 
was run away with the candle, God knows 
where. The poor female lay all this time 


ſenſeleſs, and the other females as fooliſhly; 


and very quietly ſat down, with a full be- 
hef it was really the caſe. At laſt Mrs. 


Wattle, being a woman of wore thought than 


: fally 
b 2 5 22 1753, at 
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filly Emma, ſaid, Child, you muſt have 
been blind; did'nt you look about the room 
for Miſs ?“ 


A look about the room Chriſt | ! Thad 
no candle.“ 


On hearing this, ſhe took a light, and re- 
queſted Emma to accompany her, that theß 
might ſearch, for ſhe was no inconſiderable 
coward. | 


he firſt thing which preſented itſelf was 
the body of Ann Maria ſenſeleſs on the 
ground. Emma ſcreamed ; and taking her 
in her arms, carried the poor girl into her | 
chamber, and carefully depoſited her on the | 
bed. At firſt they imagined her dead; 
but, by divers applications of ſundry ſpecifics, 
ſoon reſtored the unfortunate to her relpira- 
_ 


The firſt words ſhe uttered added not 2 
little to their 2 = = 


— e 


„ 5 Vs vw 


THE NEW MONK, J 45 


« Where is ſhe? Oh! is ſhe gone? My 
God! I muſt have flept—it cannot be!“ 


« Who, my dear, flept ? Yes, you were 
aſleep on the floor when we came in.“ 


Ves, it was ſo! I ſaw her pale, ghaſtly, 
and in her ſhroud. She champed her teeth, 
and faid, * Behold !' I did behold ; but 
what?“ 


« My dear Miſs, wake; rub your eyes; 
who diſturbs you?“ 


« My mother's ghoſt. She ſpread wide 


| her arms; and on her winding-ſheet was 
written, in burning characters truly phoſ- 


phoric, © Oh my child! my child !' I ſaw 
no more till now.“ 


Mrs. Wattle, who was as ſuperſtitious as ſu- 


_ perſtition itſelf, ſaid, Well, well, Iwill have a 


parſon ! for ſuch lodgers will never anſwer 
ane me. 
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me. I'll go directly, and have it laid. 0 
Chrift ! now for all I have holy ſtones, 
double nuts, and cocks' ham-ftrings, yet my 
+ houſe is tormented. I will have a parſon 
I will;” and away ſhe flew, without con- 
ſidering the time of night, the winter ſtorm, 
or that ſhe was neither cloaked nor capped. 
Mr. Pentateuch was her loadſtone ; for like 
a quack's advertiſements, he was ſuppoſed 
to cure every thing, on the application of 
ſuch a medicine. I fear the remedy was 
worle than the diſeaſe. However, he being 
one of the moſt upright, ſhe, without cere- 
mony, rung at the bell of his habitation, and 
rapped as though heaven and earth were 
coming together. The whole houſe was up 
in arms. Dr. Vial peeped from the garret 
in his ſhirt, crying, I'll be with the lady 
— ; perhaps ere her labour i 
e, 


Then Pentateuch, and next Peter, put forth 


their heads, Sending if the . was on 
fire. 
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No! no! no! for God's ſake let me 
in, Mr. Pentateuch ; 'tis you I want to 
7 ſpeak with ; command any thing 1n return ; 
| | doprayletmein!” 

| By this time the landlady, and all the 


lodgers, ranged one behind the other, came 
: into the hall. As all were of profeſſions liable 
to be diſturbed, each thought himſelf the 
f | object fo violently wanted. A waſherwoman 
) preſented herſelf ; then a ſerjeant of a re- 
5 cruiting party; then the Doctor; and laſtly 


three or four others. 


E 4: 

e « No! I want Mr. Pentateuch,”” cried 

) , | Mrs. Wattle. 

| 

7 He came down ſtairs, and the reſt went 

up, grumbling at being fo terribly diſturbed. 


« Oh dear! Oh dear! will you but come 
) this moment to my houſe ; bring the Pil- 
a grim's Progreſs, and lay Mrs. Olivia's ghoſt. 
: My houſe is haunted ; I thall get no lodgers; 
5 . „ 
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and the poor young creature will be 442 a 
the fright. For God's ſake come, pray! 


Heaven bleſs you, Oh moſt virtuous many | 


Joſhua's blood, at the name of Olivia, 
ceaſed to flow with its uſual alacrity, and now | 
ſecmed but to ripple. A cold ſweat be. 
dewed his head and feet, and he was unde- 
termined how to act. ; 


 « Credulous woman!“ ſaid he, 1mpol- 
fible ; the world is now too enlightened for 
Satan to allow his ſubjects leave to travel; 
return to your houſe in peace: you muſt 
have dreamt. F 


« Go,” * Peter, « or ĩt t will ſeem 
ſuſpicious.” 


« It's as I wiſhed,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf ;— | 
ce we'll have him yet.“ —_ 


Juogged by his clerk's * and aſſuranqg 
and 3 on the road which would A 


n 
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again open to purſuing his intentions towards 
Ann Maria Auguſta, he conlented, apparently 
with reluctance , They proceeded onward, 

Mrs. Wattle informing him of the whole in- 
cident, exaggerating with all the graces of ſu- 
perſtition ; beginning at the ſudden death of 


tedious manner, through the whole affair, to 
the very great terror and aſtoniſhment of the 
iffrighted prieſt, whoſe belief, in the non- 
exiſtence of ſuch appearances, went no deeper 
than the ſurface of his mind, fo he and his 
confpanion were in reality nearly on a par, 
bad he not been apparently ſuperior, by 
a gloſs of expreſſions contrary to his feel- 
ings, like a leathery complexioned old maid 
dexterouſly painted. 


So ſtrong an effect had the late adventure 
made upon Ann Maria Auguſta's frame, that 
ſhe went from one fit into another; and to- 
wards the morning, grew more compaſed.— 
| Joſhua appeared at her. bed-fide with Mrs. 
® | :Wattle, who, i in her great hurry to get home 
4. . with 
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Mrs. Olivia, and traverſing, in a long and 
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with the prieſt, had walked nearly a mile aut 
of the direct way; and it was perfectly day. 
light before they reached Olivia's habitation, 
in Piccadilly. His preſence ſoothed her | 
much ; yet it brought to her remembrance | 
her — mother's commands. 


The prieſt endeavoured to perſuade her, 
that it muſt have been the concomitant cir- 
cumſtances of night, late hours, melancholy, 
diſappointment, and terrific reading. He 

- treated the idea of ghoſts with ridicule, and 
his arguments eaſed her fick mind in a con- 
ſiderable degree, but did not convince ; for 

ſeeing was believing. As Joſhua had left his 
lodgings in a hurry, and without conſulting | 
| Betſey how to conduct himſelf, he took his 
leave for that purpoſe : pleaſed in having 
found the means of once more gaining en- 
trance to Ann Maria, he promiſed to again | 
viſit her the next day. Emma obeyed the | 
inſtructions of her dear miſtreſs, and watched 
tte prieſt as cloſe as poſſible,” Olivia had | 
made the faithful gd — with the | 
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ſuppoſed intentions of the wicked pretender 
to religion. The penetrating eye of Joſhua 
was not blind to the ſuſpicions of the ſervant, 
who never left him a moment alone with 


Ann Maria, This made him ' wiſh for 


Betſey's advice, how he was to gratify his 
renovated wiſhes. 


As he left the houſe, Mrs. Wattle neat 


dim, and requeſted, that in his prayers her 


habitation might not be forgotten ; and after 
a long entreaty on her part, he promiſed to 


| watch there all night ;—but ſhe muſt be ſe- 


cret ; for ſhould the town know he paſſed 
one nocturnal rotation away from his own - 
lodgings, he ſhould be conſiderably hurt in 
reputation; and more eſpecially, as it was 
in the houſe with ſo beautiful a young crea- 
ture. Joſhua wiſhed to perſuade himſelf 


that all the late occurrences had pro- 


ceeded from the confuſed imagination of 
Ann Maria Auguſta ; and being partly con- 
vinced of it, he had granted, from that mo- 


ment, Mrs. TEN pales 8 Having ar- 
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rived at home, he communicated all that 
had paſſed to Betſey, who failed not to en- 
courage his intention of keeping a vigil in the 
| haunted room, by endeavouring to prove to 
the prieſt, that all which he had heard only 


aroſe from the apprehenſions left on their 


minds by Olivia's ſudden and almoſt un- 
accountable death; and that it being an 
improbability for the ſpirits of dead mortals 


to ſtray diſcontented on earth, he might be 
certainly aſſured of. not ſuffering in the leaſt 


by a midnight viſiter of that deſcription, 


« Beſides,” added ſhe, © this will be ſuch 
an inſtance of your courage, and will ſhey 
the zeal of your religion ; therefore you may 
exerciſe it without danger, fince there can 
be no poſſibility of interruption. Now hear 
my ſcheme for your future happineſs. The 
nephew of the Earl of Murtem prepares to 


demand Ann Maria Auguſta for his bride; 


and if my plan is not ſpeedily executed, be 


will become poſſeſſed both of her and that 


| 
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which you ſo ardently defire. I have miſ- 
ſonaries, therefore be not aſtoniſhed how 1 
came to ſuch knowledge. Now do you ad- 
miniſter an opiate draught, which I will give 
you, to the young lady. It will throw her 
into a ſlumber, much reſembling death, in 
which ſhe will continue time ſuthcient to 
give her attendants a firm idea ſhe is dead. — 
And as you have the greateſt aſcendancy over 
her landlady, you can prevail on her to let 
Ann Maria be buried in the ground belong- 
ing to our chapel, I will manage every 
thing fo as to deceive the credulous fools.” 


« Stay,” faid Joſhua; * what will all this 
anſwer ? She certainly cannot be interred | in, 


her pockets?“ : 


« Ha! I hav it ! you aſk no queſtions ; ; | 


but the day following that, on which it is ſaid 
ber funeral will be performed, go in the even- 
ing (for you well know the way) to the cel - 


hrs of Mrs. Rod, and I will direct you at 


| what ſpot you will find the perſon of Aan 
Es on oO Maria, | 
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« Ah! can it be true? Heavens! then 


will her treaſure be mine, and without my 
being ſuſpected! Happy thought! let me 


think it again! I am tranſported with your 
kindneſs! How can I ever return enough 
my gratitude ?“ 


« By profiting by my counſels, and acting 


implicitly to my commands ; and ſhould 
my exertions procure the gratification of your 


Hiches, I ſhall think my trouble amply . 


compenſed. I will ſupply you with the val 
which contains the ſleepy draught.” 


The prieſt heſitated not a moment to 
adopt this infamous plan; and one more vilit 


to Ann Maria Auguſta ſet him nearly wild. 
As he fat by her bed-ſide, the pillow betrayed 


to him a fight of what contained thoſe 
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Maria, with not a veſtment touched. She 


will then be abſolutely in your power: and 
| Whatever it may pleaſe you to pleaſe yourſelf 
with, ſo a& and be pleaſed.” 


and the vigilant Emma watched his actions 
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charms on which he had thought, and ex- 
pected with ſuch boundleſs delight, on the 


night of Olivia's murder. Sometimes, as 
the young female moved, the tapes would 
be ſeen ; ſometime a ſudden motion of the 
bolſter diſcovered part of their ſwelling 
forms. Thus glutted the hypocrite his eyes, 
« and coveted other woman's goods.” No 
ſooner did he leave the houſe, than he, from 


the direct ion of Betſey, proceeded to procure 


the fatal medicine. He got it. Full in de- 
termination, reflecting on no one circum- 


| flance except the poſſeſſion of her wealth, 


he returned to Piccadilly, Ann Maria 
Auguſta was {till exceedingly unwell ; and, 
on entering her chamber, the phyſician ad 

Emma were then attending. 


Joſhua, in a low voice, moſt hypocritically 
hopcd his patient was better. She was, and 
would ſoon be well. Now how he was to 
adminiſter his potion, was the thing. Na 
opportunity ſeemed likely to take place 
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with the eye of a leopard. Unfortunately, 
| however, ſhe left the room; becauſe, I ſup- ' 
poſe, from there being another in the place, 
ſhe conceived Joſhua durſt not take the 
ſlighteſt liberty. Being out of the way, 
the prieſt (whilſt the Doctor converſed with 
the lady) kept fiddling and rambling up 
and down, and graſping an unobſerved in- 
ſtant, depoſited his Baum de mort amidſt 
the draught Ann Maria took every half 
hour. The colour of each fluid was ſyno- 
nimous; therefore the only chance of dif- 
covery reſted in its differing in taſte. The 
project having ſucceeded fo far, he now 
ſeated himſelf quietly by the'bed-fide;. and 


every now and then edged in a foothing 
word. Emma returned. The phyfician 
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left the houſe, and Joſhua 1 now ſaw the fatal | 


quid poured into a cup. It was gulped 
down, finiſhed by a contortion of the lovch 
features of Ann Maria Auguſta, At the 
moment when the deed was done, as is gents 
rally the caſe, the man began to refleA.— 
Betſey might have given him poiſon; and, 
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by ber inflammation and inſtigation, he might 


de the author of a ſecond murder. It was 


too much to think upon, and it was too late 
to be recalled ; but he hoped that ſhe would 
only fleep for a time, and he could have it 
in his power to act a miracle before his au- 
ditors and followers, by making them ima- 
gine he had raiſed her from the dead. With 


this diabolical idea, which would clench the 


link of his reputation not to be ſeparated, he 


retired to his lodging, and to the counſels of 
Betſey. On his way down ſtairs, the tail of 


his coat was arreſted by Mrs. Wattle. 


« Why, ſurely, you an't going away, Re- 


yerend Sir ?” cried ſhe ; © 1 thought you 


faid that you would ſtay all night, and lay 


the ghoſt; for I ſwear, by my body, I 
won't truſt myſelf one more hour after dark 


till it is done. Although I have yet Dr. 
Whitfield's ſermons ſewed 1n at the peak of 
my ſtays, yet, for all that, it won't do. 


Devils be devils, and ghoſts be ghoſts, — 


Fe or Chriſt's fake, do not break your word | 
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be miſſed; but I have a foul as well as the 


King. Although it an't caſed in velvet, yet 
it's clear as New River water! Now do, far 
Chriſt's fake !” 


After much reluctance, he complied ; 
for it was a job he did not at all reliſh; 


appearances muſt be ſuſtained, therefore, 


for that reaſon alone, he granted her requeſt. 
When the faithful Emma learned this deter- 
mination, ſhe was much aſtoniſhed, and 
trembled for Miſs Ann |! 


But,“ faid ſhe, “if he does dare to en- 
ter her room, and wants to be rude, he ſhan't 
do it till 1 am maſtered.” So, on the 
ſtrength of this determination, provided her- 
ſelf with the kitchen cleaver, binding it 
round her waiſt, beneath her apron. Thus 


armed, ſhe quietly let him take n of 
the _ 
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Becauſe I'm poor, mayhap you think if 


Satan did flaſh off with a body, I would not 
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Mrs. Wattle opened the door, almoſt 


frightened to death; gave him four 
mould candles, wiſhed him a good night, 


and ſaid there were holy books plenty on 
the ſhelves. She ſhut the door, and Jolhua 
was left to his meditations. There was a 
ſtrange ſtiffneſs about his ſkin he endea- 
voured in vain to ſhake off. The filence of 
the night, his own natural difpoſition, the 
late circumſtances, the fuſty ſmell of worm- 
eaten books, the length of time he had to 
remain there, and gloomy bed at the nether 
end of the room, on which Olivia uſed to 
reſt, added many pleaſures to his pleaſing 
fituation. His whole mind now ran on the 
ſpectre. Every whizzing moth, or crack- 
ing board, almoſt made him leap roof - high 
from his ſeat. He ſhut his eyes, and ſwal- 


loved his ſpittle, but to no purpoſe. — 


Ghoſts, apparitions, hobgoblins, and other 


E ſtrange noa-deſcripts tormented him eter- 


nally. Every half ſecond trebled his ter- 
rors ; and he dared not ſtir a foot nor finger, 


E but fat hixed in one poſition ; trickling by 
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alternate perſpirations. Qualms, quakes, and 
jirks tortured him for near two hours, when 
he, with a wonderful exertion, reached down _ 
a book, and without moving his head, either 
one way or other, brought it cloſe up to his 


eyes, and commenced ſtaring. He read all 


the way up to the top of the page, down 
again, up again, and knew not a ſyllable of 
its contents. 


Such was his fituation and occupation, 
when the ſudden jump of his chin proclaimed 


the noiſe of a foetſtep. He turned his eyes, 


not his head ; but there was nothing. They 
were on more directed on the characters of 
the old page a few minutes; a noiſe behind 
him. Having no eyes there, he knew not 
what to do; indeed he feared his fright would 
totally undo him. A ſtill longer noiſe fol 
| lowed; he dropped his book; and inſtantly 
ſeizing the ſeat of the chair, and with a ro- 
tatory and inſtantaneous exertion, changed 
his front. Being ſtill firm in this his place, 

and as ere, he gazed at the ſpot from 
TIP 555 n 
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whence he thought the noiſe had ſued. — 


All was ſtill : ſo was he. 


« My God !” he involuntarily exclaimed, 
in a low voice, ta what a ſtate have I 
brought myſelf | I ſhudder at what I have 
done; yes, I am plunged into an abyſs of 
miſery and fin ſo deep that it is in vain now 
ever to extricate myſelf ! Well may I be 
overwhelmed with terror and affright. I am 
like one in a conſumption's laſt 3 that 
originated when enjoying pleaſures, and 


purſuing human appetites to their very ex- 
tent; or, like a rolling ſnow-ball, that is 


only impeded in its career by the accumu- 
lation which it imperceptibly gains“ 


As he ſaid this, two books fell ſuddenly 


from an oppofite ſhelf. He ſtarted at laſt 
from his ſeat; he conſidered that this might 


de merely the effect of accident; ſo picking 
up the two volumes, he ſcanned their titles ;— 
extraordinary to ſay, one was a work endea- 
wuring to prove the exiſtence of ſpectres, 


= and that they? were — Hons: of f beings 
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and could beget young hobgoblins, blue 
devils, and other ſprights at pleaſure; 


that the author, from ſtrict obſervation, had 
obſerved, that they paired annually on St. 
Agnes's Day, when a certain number, pro- 


per for the long winter nights, were manu» 
factured. The other contained an Eſſay on 


Snuff- taking. Having once more placed 
himſelf in his old ſtation, and in poſſeſſion of 


three works, he ſet to hard attempts in order 


to ſhake off his fears; ſo read infernally faſt, 


an hour fled, when the loudeſt noiſe poſſible 
to be made from ſuch a circumſtance, oc- 
curred. This was occaſioned by about a 
dozen or two more books falling fuddenly 
from the place, from whence the former 
couple had deſcended. A ſquare dark va- 
cancy was left. The noiſe hurried: the 


prieſt, with great violence and fright, to the 
_ contrary end of the room. He breathed 
thrice, and turned about. Heavens, what 
horror! a white marrowleſs ſcull now filled 
the vacant ſhelf ; fire flaſhed . its 7 
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and it wagged to and fro in ſilence. Jo- 
ſhua's fear cannot be expreſſed; he had 
nearly forgotten himſelf, and might have 
boaſted more of his health than his condi- 
tion but there is no accounting for conſe- 
quences. He trembled ; the {cull groaned, . 
and ſtill kept wagging. He was at a con- 

ſiderable diſtance from the ſpectre; and at 
the. ſame time near the door, ſhould it prove 
ungovernable; ſo ſummoning together all 
his fortitude, he faltered forth, © Satan, 
avaunt! The head groaned, and ſtill kept 
a regular motion. Satan, avaunt !” he 
cried louder, and with more courage. The 
thing heeded him not ; on which he, taking 
reſolution, launched, with great fury, one of 
the books he had in his hand at the moving 
caput, It miſſed; another flew, another 
and another. One more fortunate than the 
reſt ſtruck the object of terror; it fell with 
conſiderable noiſe on the floor, and rolled 

| acroſs the room to the foot of Joſhua, who 
| fled as it approached with no little expedi- 


tion. A conſiderable time elapſed before he 
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_ ventured to ſtir. By degrees however he 


advanced, examined, and laid hold of it. 


Here was an exertion of heroiſm | Judge bis 


attoniſhment, when it proved to be a ſcooped | 


turnip. In rage he hurled it from him, 


and burſt it to a thouſand atoms. Vexed 


that h& had been made the {port of a band 
of women, he determined to take vengeance 
on Mrs. Wattle inftantly. With this re- 
ſolve, he proceeded to the chamber of Ann 
Maria Auguſta, when he was met by Emma 
in the greateſt lamentations, ſaying, that her 
young lady, ſhe was ſure, was dead; for al 
ſhe could do, nothing diſturbed her ; that 
ſhe lay ftretched, ſtiff, and breathleſs.— 


Tears prevented her ſaying more. Joſhua. 


anger was ſuperſeded by his gladneſs that 


the contents of the bottle had taken effect 


ſo ſpeedily. Mrs. Wattle was bellowing in 


all the paroxyſin of diſtorted grief ; but the | 
moment ſhe diſcovered Mr. Pentateuch, het 


firſt enquiry was, whether he had laid the 


ghoſt ? He dared not ſhew his reſentment 
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lady his friend. His anſwer ſatisfied _ 
and ſhe returned to grieving. 


« PII haſte,” cried he, « to the Doctor, 


vdo reſides in my habitation ; I know his 


abilities well; and if any thing can be done, 


| hell do it. Grieve not, woman—it is the 


will of the Lord to take unto his boſom this 
unſtained female ; therefore rejoice.” 


He went, and quick returned, not with 
Dr. Vial, but with a friend of Betſey's ſhe 
had neatly provided, and who had previouſly 


pronounced ſtiff, paſt recovery; dead to 


all intents and purpoles z and that it was now 
totally out of human power to render any aſ- 


ſiſtance; and that, as from her appearance, 


ſhe would ſoon be in a ſtate not keepable, he 
adviſed them to ſend her off to an under- 


taker; and, continued he, © this is as 


| honeſt a fellow as any in the world (preſent - 

ing Mrs. Wattle with a card) ; he will do 

the. buſineſs ny per cent. under the 
uſual 
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uſual price. I know from experience; he 
always buries moſt of my patients.” 


« And you have ſo much for every undertak- 
ing,” ſaid Emma. Whether he did hear 
or not, Heaven knows, for I know not, as he 
gabbled on to Mrs. Landlady ; and, in or. 
der to expedite the prieſt's plan, he whif- 
pered her, © Ghoſts and dead bodies are bad 
night companions.” 


„O Chriſt !”” cried Mrs. Wattle, © don't 
frighten me | I'll go to your friend dire&ly; 
he ſhall come inſtantly, and do his beſt,””--- 


The prieſt, and then the Doctor, joggal 
homewards, whilft the other went poſt haſte 
to Mr. Mute, the funeral performer. 


be trio had OM made their exit five mi- 
nutes before Barbara arrived, full f glee in 


the expectation of being applaud by her 
ſiſter and niece on the elegante of her 


choice; but what was her diſappointment, 


ſurpriſe, 
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ſurpriſe, grief, and anguiſh, on the know- 
| ledze of two ſuch ſudden events! Hav- 
ing ſo elevated an idea of Joſhua's integrity, 
i the wiſhed to put the management of ſet- 
tlg the affairs totally in his hands, which, 
I he faid, he would willingly comply with; 
| but he much feared his time would only 
| permit him to refuſe it. Mrs. Wattle, whoſe 
| great goodneſs had been ſufficiently tried, 
was now ſaddled with the bufineſs ; which 
| buſineſs ſhe kindly ſaddled on Pentateuch's 
| | phyſician. This adjuſted, Barbara returned 
, | to Rumford, rather depreſſed than rejoiced. 
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CHAP. X. 


Thy daughters, Babylon, to grace the feaſt, 

Weave the looſe robe, and paint the flowery veſt, 

With roſeate wreaths they braid the gloſſy hair, 

They tinge the cheek which Nature form d ſo fair, 

Learn the (oft ſtep, the ſoul · ſubduing glance, 

Melt in the ſong, and ſwim adown the dance. | 
| SouTHBr... 


Is whole attention, bent upon bringing 
o juſtice the aſſaſſins of his ſiſter, Lord 
Charles little thought how. ſeverely he was 
ſuffering in another quarter. He had now 
afſembled his uncle, Lord Murtem, and 
Capt. Aylesford, who were provided with 
attendants ſufficient to prevent any interrup- 
tion of their plan; followed by the prayers 
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and wiſhes of the fick Henry, whoſe exiſt- 


ence was become hateful to him. Lord 


Charles was at the gates of Rod-houſe near a 
good half hour before the time appointed by 


Mrs. Eleanor. Though rather many in 


number, they created no ſurpriſe, as the 
mob, on that occaſion, was moſt numerous 
and motley. The governeſs, from pure 
oſtentation, always made theſe breakings up, 
a form of great ceremony and magnificence. 


The unhappy brother placed himſelf oppoſite 


to the iron- gate, through which the proceſ- 
fon muſt pals, convinced that the governeſs 
would inevitably approach him. - 


The girls were employed in attiring their 
perſons in the moſt dexterous manner. The 


windows of the houſe were illuminated. As 
they ſtood on the outſide, the gagers could 
hear the full {well of a finz band, Wich Mrs. 
Rod generally procured for the night. It 
was a cuſtom in that ſeminary to pick from 
| amidſt the female collection one of the moſt 
Z 


beautiful, which was conſidered as a high 
| honour 
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honour to the young lady; as, by her veſt. 
ments and figure, the Genius of Accompliſ. 
ments was repreſented. Charles could ob- 
ſerve, from the ſurrounders, their great con- 
tempt of ſo uſeleſs a piece of pageantry; 


employed than it was. Every one in their 
turn,” grumbled they. His own good ſenſe 
had long pointed out the greateſt. degree of 
impropriety the pupils of public ſchools im- 


bibe, or indeed of any inſtitution, where the 


one ſex has little or no connexion with the 
other ; and he only wiſhed that a period 


would arrive when every family would be 


its own ſeminary. This opportunity was 


favourable to encourage ſuch a project — 


therefore, to thoſe who directly ſurrounded 
him, he took no ſmall pains to ſet before 
them, in the moſt exaggerated ſtile, how 
Were the abuſes but too frequently 
practiſed in boarding-ſchools. Thus was he 


buſied, when a noiſe proclaimed the proceſ- 
— Ing forth. 4 


and ſaid, the money might eaſily be better 
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All the tradeſmen employed by Mrs. 


| Rod, and her male ſervants, always attended 


the proceſſion. They came firſt, marching 
two by two, with a mark of their profeſſion 
in their hands. Dr. Vial was at their head, 
Mr. Pentateuch baving excuſed himſelf at- 
tending. The people made way for the 
train; and the artificers, &c. ranged 


_ themſelves in due order, on each fide of the 


gate. The doors of the ichool were thrown 
open; the cavalcade began to move. Firſt 


came the muſicians in pairs, at an ordinary 


but meaſured pace. Next came the half- 
boarders, and, being a ſort of demi-rank, 


held down their heads. To them ſucceeded 
a young lady of ſecond rate beauty, who re- 
preſented Embroidery ; ſhe held a large filver 


needle, from which hung a golden thread, a 
kein of which, intermingled by different 
coloured filks, hung looſely round hex neck, 


ud was conducted by another temale, bear- 
ing a ſpecimen of her abilities. She was fol- 
bowed by one as Mufc—an overture in one 
hand, a ſmall harp in the other. She was 


robed 
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flats and fharps, all perfectly natural, uud 
from proper airs relative to ſuch tranſactiotz. 
After her appeared Drawing, ſurrounded by 
attendants as flowers, landſcape, and figures, 
properly dreſſed, to the great entertainment 
of the ſpectators, who, I am fure, muſt hate 
felt for the folly of their governeſs. 


Each of theſe repreſentatives was ſepa- 


rated by a band of muſic. Now pafſed the | 


train of boarders ; next came the teachers; 
amidſt theſe Charles expected to find Eleanor, 
and doubted not. but from W. illy's deſenp- 
tion he ſhould diſcover her. She ſaw, and 
knew him ; then addreſſing her companion 
eagerly, We are ſafe; he heard her 2 
4 tis her brother. 1 


 Heywas eaſy, and Wy with content on 
the continuation of the ſhew. Nom cune | 


forth its grand end—it was a datnſel repte· 
ſenting Acrompliſiment. Her dreſs was the 


| finiſh of all the reſt ; it conſiſted of the | 


. ſence 


1 
* 
* 


| 


robed in white, on which was worked divers 


THE NEW MONR- 73 


z ſence of all their elegances ; and in her perſon 


centered all their charms. She was beauty 
itſelf, if that can be conſidered amidft the 
reſt of her attributes. She was ſurrounded 
by the parlour boarders, who aroſe to look 
up to her as the grand goal of their ſtudies. 

Lord Charles ſighed, thought on Ann Maria 


Auguſta, and ſecretly exclaimed, · What an 


angel! But this was mere icy admiration. 
She paſſed him - ſo did the remembrance of 


« Who 1 is he?“ faid a EY in Lord 
Charles's ſphere of attention. 
„The lovelieſt wo nan in the world! a 
Miſs Henrietta Villeſtrode; a parlour- 
boarder ; one of immenſe fortune; and, as 


you may perceive, the ornament of the pro- 
ceſhon.” Sn 


She wes now. s ele Ws 
The governeſs herſelf followed. She ſtepped 


with no ſmall portion of pride, at the head 
vol. 111. neo —_— 
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of a few ſtragglers, and at the tail of the 


cavalcade. Her countenance was obſerving 
the faces of the byſtanders, and ſeemed 
anxiouſly expecting their general approba. 
tion. Thus went ſhe forward ; but how 
great was the general confuſion, when Cap- 
tain Alles ford ſtarted forward, together with a 
Bow ſtreet profeſſioniſt, and 3 her 


as his priſoner. 


Amazed, ſurpriſed, ſhe was immoveabla 
No ſooner did the recover herſelf, than ſhe | 
exclaimed that it was falſe, and called upon 
the people to reſcue her, as one who. protect. 


| ed the morals of the Engliſh fair. They 


* 


were preparing to take the female cauſe in 
band, when Caf tain Ailes ford ordered his fob 
diers to be on their guard. At the dread 
command, every fiſt fell; every flick rs 


turned upon the ground. The governels 


turned pale, and trembled. She requeſted 


Z 


1 and I will anſwer it with my life,” = 
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« That you ſhall know 1 time,” replied 
he ; now ſecure Mrs. Eleanor.” 


« Eleanor!“ ——_ the — 
faintly. 


ai this moment ſhe ſpied Lord Murtem 


| and Lord Charles, who were at the heels of 


Captain Ailesford. Then in a wild, fran+ 
tic, and in a ſhrill tone, cried, 4 I am be- 
trayed. 97 


« Betrayed !” ſaid Eleanor, who now ar · 
nved, conducted by a few ſoldiers, and a 
Bow-ſtreet runner, together with her com- 
panion in the proceſſion. * No, not ſo but 
diſcovered—in me behold your accuſer : you 
know not how well I am inſtructed in your 
guilt. Sir (ſhe continued, turning to Captain 
Allesford), I commit myſelf to your euſtody — 
The governeſs of Rod-houſe is a 2 if 


1 4 
3 2 £2 * My 
* 
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- A general ſqueeze of ſurpriſe took place 


amongſt the auditors ; and Explain, ex. 


plain!“ was loudly demanded from all quar. | 


ters. The terrified girls had fled ; ſome one 
way, and ſome another. The ſchool-houſe 
was regained by a few, whilſt others fled to 
their relations; and many ran, God knows 
where. The all- accompliſtied was one of the 
firſt to fly. The mob ſtill demanded an ex- 
planation ; and, in order that Eleanor might 
be heard to more advantage, the people de- 


fired her to mount the balcony of an adjoin- 


ing houſe. The teacher complied ; ſhe 


aſcended, and then, with a degreeof eloquence | 


ſeldom experienced from a timid female, 
addreſſed the multitude as follows :— 


$700 My condo muſt appear, in the eyes of 
all, inconſiſtent with the character of a vo- 
man; but lat at any time I would lay aſide 


famous and black crimes, which, thank God 


- 1 failed 


= £©U— — K wi 


to contribute in the leaſt degree to the wel. 
” fare of my fellow - creatures, or to puniſh its | 


* have now an — of doing. Had 
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II filed in my attempt to reveal this tranſac- 
I tion, I know, from circumſtances, that my 
min would have been inevitable. Hear, then, 
, | Oh ye multitude! a plan the moſt cruel and 


, | revengeful poſſible! i 
i : 
« Amongſt the boarders of Rod-houſe, 
> | none was more lovely, more Bleſſed with a 

good diſpoſition, than Alice Clottleberry.— 
I was her moſt intimate, and knew every 


ſecret of her heart. I was not the only one 
) who was attracted by her virtues; all who 
» | poſſeſſed any degree of penetration in the 
> | houſe loved her. We all have our faults; 
but Alice had none; none that could be 
tetmed one. However, ſhe had violated 
the rules of Rod-houſe, and the kind go- 
verneſs vowed ſhe ſhould be made a terrible 
example ; and as the unfortunate female - 
had no friend near her but her brother, who - 
vl moſt attehtively deprived of a fight of 
his ſiſter, it determined Mrs. Rod, fince fhie 
was thus unprotected, to puniſh her maſt 
; B ere The law for the miſdemeanor ſhe _ 
EE: EEE _ 


] 
| 
Y 
| 
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bad committed was to be thus — 


be culprit was to be flogged, till ſenſelek | 
with pain; and then, for four days, to be fel 
on bread and water, or longer, at the plew | 
ſure of the ä | 


— diſapprobation at the con- 
duct of Mrs. Rod ſtopped her proceeding= 
but a few moments, and it was peace. 


| « A council of the teachers was called; I 
was of the number; it was to enjoin ſilence, 
jf ſhe proceeded to till ſeverer meaſure 
- againſt Alice. Her commands were ſub» 
” mitted to by almoſt all; and when I at 
tempted to excuſe the poor girl, the voices of 
numbers poured like a torrent on me, and I 
whs ordered to be ſilent. My wiſhes for 
Alice's ſafety were not fingular ; the teach- 
ers, Walſch and Brooke, joined my party, 
When I diſcovered this, I took conte . 
ſaid that, in common juſtice, the young lady 
ought. to be examined; and then her pu- 
— * be better — on.— 
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k was _ranted, though with reluctance on 
| the part of Mrs. Rod. 


On the night previous to this trial, I went 
to the bed-room of Alice, at an hour when 
[ imagined every one would be at reſt. I 
comforted her, and told her ſhe might de- 
pend on me for aſſiſtance. Her agitation 
was ſomewhat calmed ; and for fear of a diſ- 
covery, I roſe to depart, when the diſtant 
ſteps of ſome one were heard in the paſſage 
kading to my friend's chamber, 1 ſhould 
have been diſcovered had I gone forth I 
therefore hid myſelf in a ſmall cloſet cloſe 


dy the bed. The door opened. The g6- | 


rernels entered, foilowed by four teachers. 
They agvanced towards the bed of Alice. * 
Mrs. Rod reproached her, in terms the moſt 
virulent, for what ſhe had committed. She 
faid ſhe was a diſgrace to herſelf, her friends, 
and her ichool; that ſhe was reſolved to 
make a private example of ſuch a fair hypo- 


erite; and told her to hope for no mercy, as 
neither Ler brother nor her uncle could now 
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aſſiſt her, being now acquainted with her cr. 

minal intentions, and had given ber (Mn 
Rod) full power to act as ſhe thought beſt. 


„And 'tis my will,” ſaid that wretch, 
l that you inſtantly ſwallow this.” 


She preſented R breakfaſt baſon to the 
trembling victim; it was too plain what were 
the contents. Alice ſued for her life. The 


brute perſiſted, and inſiſted on her drinking 


the horrid liquid. The ſpirit of the unfor: 


tunate roſe in deſpair, and told her bluntly 


| ſhe would not; then ſpringing from the bed, 
attempted to call for aſſiſtance, and made 


no weak ſtruggles in order to fruſtrate the 


governeſs's intention; but the vigilant d- 
gon was too well prepared. Seize:herP 


the cried. Her myrmidons each took a 


extremity of the writhing girl, who was 
nearly exhauſted by her exertions ; whilſt 


the inhuman fiend poured the lethean 

draught down the throat of her ſenſeles | 

| pupil, who ſunk motionleſs to the earth in 
a fainting 


nnn 'y 


ol active teachers pat her into bed, and were 
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1 fainting fit. However, a ſhort time 
brought her back to life; and the guartetrh 


ſeated, togetherWwith Mrs. Rod, round her. 


« Now, Madam,” ſaid ſne, you have 


| ſwallowed the ſoothing balm; a few mo- 


ments, and you will be in the cold embraces 
of death. You are a wretch ; but be thank- 
ful that I have cut you off before your 
wretchedneſs had proceeded beyond the 
bounds of redemption ; but for my part, 
you deſerve eternal puniſhment and miſery. 


I hive been too kind to you, even to men- 
kon that there is a probability of Heaven's 


pardon. Die, and let another puniſh you ; 
Thave been too lement.” 


This chilling harangue threw the beauti- 
ful Alict into ſtrong convulſions; and a 


hort, a very ſhort time elapſed before ſhe 


was lifeleſs. The governeſs retired with her 
teachers with perfect ſang froid, 


= 
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It was now I ventured from my retreats 


I condemned myſelf for not having burſt 


forward to the aſſiſtance of my friend; yet 
numbers were againſt us, and I was al moſt 
motionleſs and fainting with the ſcene.” 


I muſt, reader, explain one thing to avoid 
being taxed with abſurdity, in making 
Eleanor able to deſcribe every circumſtance 
of the late tranſaction ſo plainly, when placed 
| behind a door of an inch thick. Certainly 


but then it had a key-hole ; and that key» 


hole was fo placed, that the contents owls 


cloſet could obſerve every thing. 


This occurrence was ſuppoſed to be 
only known to the five who perpetrated it; 
therefore it was given out, Alice died ſud- 


denly. I could not but be mejancholy; 
for I longed for an opportunity of declaring 


the murder. My conduct was obſerved by 


Mrs. Rod, and every movement I made was 


| particularly attended to. Tbis is all I have 
to * on the _; only I repeat, that 


u 

1 

3 6 
1 
\ 


+ Lallow, that it was thicker than any curtain; 
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the governeſs of Rod- Mohſe is 2 murdereſs 
that ſhe has abuſed the power entruſted in 
der hands, and has been a tyrant, barbarian, 


and a hypocrite! I alſo accuſe the four 
teachers, Wallace, Briants, Armſtrong, and 
Winter, as ber aſſiſlants.“ 


Thus aid the narration of Eleanor. It 


| could do no other than create horror in all 


hearts. The indignation of the mob was 
almoſt ungovernable, and they inſiſted on 
the governeſs being given up to them in- 
ſtantly. To this they were refuſed. It 
mattercd not. They grew more unmanage- 
able. In vain did Captain Ailes ford attempt 


to convey his priſoner from the throng. He 


threatened to order his men to fire a paſſage 


through them, if they attempted the leaſt 
nolence. 


This mattered not ; all the peaceful exer- 
tions of the ſoldiers, the exhortations of Lord 
Charles or his friend, were nothing; the 


; multitude preffed 1 in on all fides, and tore the 


608 ſcreaming 
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ſcreaming woman from her — iy 
proteſted ſhe was innocent, and could clear: 
herſelf from ſuch falſe accuſations. The 
populace heeded not her words, but hurried 
her amidſt them, in a moſt unmannerly ftile, 
punching, kicking, dirtying, and pummell. 
ingin amoſt furious manner. She was huſtled 
from one to another with wonderful activity. 
Some, more ſtrong than the reſt, would ſeize 
her by the waiſt, and precipitate her over 
the heads of three or four. Again ſhe would 
be rolled amidſt Laſh, ready collected for 
the muck cart ; then hurled aloft, and rolled 
beneath alternately, more like a foot-ball 

than a human carcaſe. Heedleſs of her 
cries for mercy, one, bleſſed with nearly giant 
ſtrength, caught the mutilated governeſs by 
the ſmall of the back, and ſhot her over a 
high dead wall, ſome yards before him, to 
the great ſatisfaction of the mob, who faid, 

there ſhe . die, and be damned. 


= | Unable to put a ſtop to ſuch hoaibleh pro- 
ccedings, Lord Charles and his uncle had. | 


THE NEW MONK. 85 


uitneſſed it with ſorrow; but when they 
learnt the incenſed rabble were attacking the 
ſeminary, it in a manner rouſed them, and 
they haſtened to the houſe, and reſolved to 
defend it, if poſſible, or at leaſt ſecure its in- 
habitants from inſult. Moſt of the girls had 
fled ; a few yet were there, whole fituation 


became truly —_— and called aloud for 
help. 


As good luck would have it, the iron gates 
had been faſtened; and with this precaution 
Lord Charles hoped he ſhould keep out the 
mob, till Captain Ailesford arrived with 
more 2 


This 3 congregation, having 
no been raiſed by their exertions in pu- 
niſhing the governeſs, vowed not a ſtone of 
her houſe ſhquld be left ſtanding. They 
ſent whole vollies of pebbles at the windows 
of the ſchool, which were anfwered by the 
ſcreaming 'of females, and the rattling ot 
n window glaſs. They now, in num- 
= vers, 
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ders, had ſcaled the walls, entered the houſe, 
and daſhed the furniture, by wholeſale, out 
of the windows, to he great detriment of the 


ſculls of thoſe beneath. Globes, piang 


| fortes, muſic deſks, tambour-frames, ſpeci 
mens of needle-work, French grammar, 
flates, tables, chairs, beds, blankets, and 
looking-glaſſes, were thrown forth, doing 


more miſchief to others than injuring theme = 


ſelves. Some were employed in pocketing 


valuables ; others in breaking open cloſets; 
and others as maliciouſly in ſetting fire to the 


ſuite of rooms, which had been the imme» 
diate pot. flion of Mrs. Rgd. The flames 


ſpread fir and near; no engine could, or 


dare approach, for the mob. Part of the 


roof ſoon fell in, and ſecured near five and 


twenty of the rioters, who were literally 
baked alive. Lord Charles was ſhocked 
paſt conception at having been. the cauſe, 


in ſome degree, of fo ſerious a difturbance.— 
He endeavoured to reſcue ſome of the mi · 


ſerable wretches, - if poſſible, who were 
N within With this reſolution, he entered, 


| attended ; 


. * A * 


| 
N 


ache the ſpot, . the door, „ 
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attended by his uncle, and a few foldiers . 


but the huge fragments of the building 


tumbling ever and anon about their ears, 
made them wiſh to return with as much ala» 


' crity as they entered. Charles's good for- 


tune directed him to a ſmall door at the far- 
ther end of the ſchool-room. He opened it, 
and found himſelf at the entrance of a paſ- 
ſage, curved, yet diſtin& from the houſe.— 

The party, now having cloſed the door after 
them, conſulted on what method they could 


deſt get ſafe from the preſent ſcene. The 


paſſage they then occupied led to the private 


ſtore - rooms at tho end of the garden. Ac» 


cordingly they reſolved to explore. It was 


now nearly twilight; and if it had not been 


for the aſſiſtance of a ſmall ſky-window, the 


company would have been in total darkneſs. 


As they proceeded, Lord Charles obſerved a 
little door, ſome diſtance from him, open 3 


a perſon peeped forth, and retired precipi- 


tately in fear. Our youth darted forward, 


and cried, 


« Follow.” He in a moment 


4 ſued 


% 
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ſued the object, who ſped like a rocket bes 
fore him. A ſudden twiſt in the avenue 
cut off the fugitive from his view; and he 
now only heard the ſounds of retiring feet. 
When he reached the turn, he allo reached 
total darkneſs. He ſtopped, liſtened, and 
knew not whether to proceed or retire. In 
his eagerneſs, he had left behind his friends, 
and had hurried himſelf onward to a laby- 
rinth, whoſe intricacies he had no knowledge 
of whatever. Thus ſtood he when, as good 
Fortunealways does manage circumſtances of 
this nature, at a conſiderable diſtance, he 
diſcerned a long ftripe of light, apparently 
the crevice of a door. Being provided with 
| a pair of piſtols, he drew one from his pocket, 
and ſtepped, ſtep after ſtep, till he reached 
the _ whence the rays rm to be 
emitted. 


| The door was a little ajar; it proceeded 
from a night-candle which flamed before an 
iron cheſt. Near it ſtood a collection of ſe- 
males: their white garments were lighted 


2 
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by the beams, as they illuminated the room. 


Lord Charles gueſſed very eaſily the cauſe 


of this afſemblage ; ; 8 he — and was 
attentive. 


Lord, my dear,“ ſaid one, I vow there 
could not be leſs than two hundred; all ſol - 


diers too I, had juſt time to bang the 


door after me; but, for all that, one of them 
came pell-mell after me, as hard as he could 


un; but, thank God, I got ſafe, and left 


him in the lurch.“ 


And were they looking for us ?” 


| I 
« Ob! yes, I am ſure of it. I know we 


| ſhall every ſkin be murdered.” 


By this time Lord Charles had ſtolen un- 


perceived- behind them, when a ſudden 


ſcream from one ſet them all in an uproar. 
All, to a woman, fell upon their knees before 
him, and implored him to ſpare their lives. 


She who had been formerly ſpeaking was 


more 
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more -violent in her requeſts than the reſt, 


when 2 glance of the candle ſoon ſhewed him 


the lovely form of Henrietta Villeſtrode - 


he deſired them to calm their inquietudes; 
aſſured them he came not to offer the eaſt 
injury, but, on the contrary, would prote& 
them from the rioters. During this 'gullant 


peech, the gitl; had all claſped him eagerly - 


found the lower extremities, with various ex« 


prefſiont mingled intereſtingly in their coun - 


tenances ; ſo that the young nobleman 
ſeemed as though there iffued from his legs 
and thighs, in all directions, ſtarry rays of 
female beauty. On perceiving their miſtate, 


he by degrees was diſencumbered of his ap- 


pendaget z and had it not been for the great 
convenience of ſuſpenders, I would not ham 


_ anſwered for the fall of his breeches, the ge- 


neral tug on thoſe affairs was to violent. 

| He found that they were ſome of the 
number who had taken refuge in the man- 

ſion ; and, on its being attacked by the mob 
had fled tor ſafety into Mrs. Rod's private ſtores 


room. | 
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room. Charles adviſed them to remain 
ſome time longer where hey then were till 
all was peace. 


0 For,” ſaid he, © I think the windings 
and dark turnings to this place will be a ſaf- 


ficient protection to you, as I think it wound F 
de a very great difficulty ever to diſcover it.” 


« Lord ! good Sir,” aid one, look at 
your watch, and tell me how much longer 
we ſhall remain here; for, as I hope to get 
home, 1 am moſt 2 — 2 


ill 


« Oh! Sir, it's not altogether that ; but 
our governels uſed to forbid our ever coming 


near theſe paſſages after dark, becaule the 
aid they were haunted.” 


Lord Charles ſmiled.— Haunted! my 
dear girl; I ſhould have imagined you knew 
| better than to believe in ſuch nonſenſe, — 

The idea of ghoſts is moſt abſurd, ad 


| N No 4 
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« No! no! we | have already heard 0 
enough to convince us all to the contrary of | | 
{ 

| 


that. Five times, as I am alive, we heard 
it. Oh God ! A 


ſunk on their knees, and each took a morſel 
of his drapery or perſon. He was aſto- 
| niſhed ; no voice could he hear. 


. They al flew inflin&iviey.to Lord Charts | 
| 
| 


« Oh women! women! will you thus 
let your imaginations e en 
ſaid he; I wonder —— 


A great groan, long drawn, interrupted 


Now, don't you wonder?“ ſaid one of 
the affrighted ; now will you ſay it is imag- 
nation. This, for five minutes together, has 
been heard. Is it not a ghoſt? 


The groaning continued louder. Lord 


| Charles liſtened attentively ; but the found 


| 
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was ſo mutilated by diſtance, that it now 
ſeemed a moan. The noiſe again ceaſed; 
the ladies roſe, and Lord Charles ſeated him- 
ſelf upon the iron cheſt in the middle of the 
apartment. — * Well, this is ſtrange !”? 
thought he: it cannot be any thing ſuper- 
natural?“ that he was poſitive cf. Another 


groan. Charles ſtarted from his eat, ama» 
zingly ſurpriſed. 


” My God!“ faid he, clapping his ear to 
the lid, © the noiſe comes from hence! 


The whole were attention, and, with one 
voice, exclaimed, © Lord ! don't go near it.“ 


One cried, I know the cauſe !“ | 


« And in what does it conſiſt? for by 


Heaven's I'll fee the cauſe,” ſaid Lord 


Charles impatiently. 
If you had but heard the ſtories the 
cook told us about an iron box Mrs. Rod 


hs * ; „ 
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had, you would be' aſtoniſhed to death; 
and, as I live, this muſt be it. She told us 
that a houſe-breaker had entered theſe very 
paſſage<, and had found this very room, 


which you may ſee is well ſtuffed with ſtores, 


both of wares and eatables ; and he obſerved, 
amongſt numerous things he had taken 2 
fancy to open this very cheſt, wherein o 


governeis put her moſt valuables, it was ſaid. 
Well, he tried all ways inventable to open the 
lock. At laft, by accidentally ſtriking it, 


the catch gave way, and left the lid looſe. 
There he had it, he thought; and, with the 


very greateſt difficulty, raiſed it ſufficiently 


to admit his left hand ; but unfortunately. 
the right grew tired, and dropped. The- 


heavy ſheet of iron fell with vaſt force upon 
its brother, which ſecured him faſt euvough 
for the night. He experienced the greateſt 


with conſiderable fervency, which wrought 
him to ſuch a degree, together with the fear 
. of being taken and hanged, that he, with 


anguiſh, no doubt, and, I dare ſay, groaned 


— reſolution, drew a * 


* 
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an iron ring 2 to its bottom. 
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from his pocket, and cut his member off by 


the wriſt. This is all, and rheſe muſt be his 
groans ; for they ſay he was found dead next 
day in Hedge-lane, Charing-Ci10.s, and 
ever ſince his ghoſt bas tormented this 
place.” 


This was no proof to Lord Charles. The 


groans, at intervals, ſtil! continued ; and he 
ſwore that he would force the top of the 
iron cheſt from its hinges, but he would ſce 
its contents. He tried to move it—impoſ- 
fible ; then ſeizing a poker, he hammered 
at the lock, but to no purpoſe. He exa- 
mined every nail, but couid diſcern nothing 
but ſtrength impenetrable; then ſeizing 
once more his appendage to the grate, dacted 
the point, with great fury, in at the key 
hole. The inſtrument had reached a ſecret 
ſpring, an.l the lid raiſed ſudd.nly with a. 
jk. A general ſcream from the females 
accompauicd it. Charles was delighted; 
he lifted its roof quite up, and ducov ered 


a . 


Wbat 
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&* What can this be,” faid he, catching 


it in his hand. To his utter aſtoniſhment, 


ir was the means of diſcovering a ſmall trap 
door. This excited the general curiofity of 
the females, and they all aſſiſted him in 
opening it. The effort was accompliſhed= 
a deep dark hole only could be diſcovered; 
ſo that the aperture ſeemed more like a 
ſquare ſheet of black paper, than any thing 


fathomable. No groans were now audible; | 


but every one was convinced it was from 


hence they had proceeded. Lord Charls | 


bent over the ſides of the box, and holding 
faſt on its edges, thruſt his head into the 
dark abyſs. The damp air chilled him like 
ſpring water ; yet he heeded neither that 
nor the bad ſmells which accompanied it, 
but ſtedfaſtly gazed and liſtened. Whether 
it was the quick ray from his own eye he 


knew not, but he thought he diſcerned . 


ſpark below; he roſe inſtantly, and prepated 
to deſcend. All the entreaties, remonſtras 


a a uu — oa + Hog W_* 


ces, and prayers of the females, were uſeleſ | 
He could not, being very polite, leave than 


r ww WHT.” 
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in the dark, fo reſolved to explore in the dark. 
He had immerged himſelf, as far as his waiſt, 
into the hole, endeavouring to find, with his 


feet, ſome ſteps, by which he could conve- 
niently deſcend. By this expedient, the 
nils of a ladder were diſcovered, and he en- 
tered with fafety, amidſt the good-bys, 
«and God bleſſings,” of thoſe above. He 
was obligated to get down with caution, as 


the utter darkneſs rendered hurry unſafe.— 


However, a few inſtants brought him to the 
ground-: which way to turn, he knew not, 
1j neither light nor ſound could be heard or 


ſeen. At all events, he determined to pro- 
ceed ſtraight forward: that was wrong; for 


he ſoon kiſſed the walls with his face. 


Jill take the right,” thought he; © for 


| though I may r 


1 let off.” ; 


This is no time for punning, ſo Lord 
Charles proceeded. It was to the right he 


| groped, and groped, 3 5 


„ ow I 
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ſtretched forth; the other piſtoled. Din 
groans told him the object could not bea 
mile from him he went on flowly ; a ſhril, 
yet plaintive ſpeaking figh, reached dif. 
tinctly his bearing ; he ran mamentuouſly - 
towards it ; it became more audible as he 

advanced, and he ſoon beheld a little ray, 


which an acute corner had hitherto con- 
cealed. 


* . * a ſmall 3 placed 
upon a heap of ſomething brown, which. he 

- afterwards found to be bungs, and whoſe 
twinkling light only pointed out the horrid 

| gloom which ſurrounded it. All was once 
more ſtill; and the only interruption of {@ 
-dread a filence proceeded from the flame, | 
which hifled every now and then with the 
dampneſs of the air. As Charles came for. 
ward, the fog was yet more wet, and an old {| 
| ſour ſmell bore it company. His ſenſes re» 
cailed back upon his foul, and he grew | 
faintly fick ; cloſed his eyes, and —— 1 

| W the n wall. A 


V 2 11 . „ 


E « My God | he exclaimed, io a very b 
accent, what can t 


* 
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called him to his. ſenſes; he turned himfelf 


around, and beheld, in a corner of this loath- 


ſome hole, an object ſtretched upon a ſmall 


mattreſs, ſo thin, pale, and languid, that 
he hardly thought he ſaw any thing. It was 
a woman ; her hair was looſe and diſhevelled, 

and hung in lank ſtreamlets ſo thick, as to 


entirely hide her face. Her drapery had 


once been white ; but the damp and dirt 
had materially altered its appearance. One 
hand lay liſtleſaly upon her boſom ; the other 


, was ſtretched far above her head; a large 
. earthen jug, and an empty baſket, ſtood near 


the upper end of her humble couch. 


Lord Charles could hardly credit his vi- 


wonder, 


| The unlprtunate turned berſef round, and 


3 wept moſt grievoully ; then — 
* handhy articulate— 


DE... ec Oh! 


Oh that I was dead !” 
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« Oh ! God!] no one comes ! no, I amleft 
here to die. Oh! ye unfeeling monſters, cruel, 
hardened wretches, I have no friend near to 
cloſe mydyingeyes! Oh heaven! ſuch a death; 
to linger out for want my poor exiſtence in 


a dungeon! I who never would perhaps have | 


known what hunger was, now to be ſhut out 
in gloomy vaults from the world, by thoſe 
who ought to have proved my protectors 
and my friends! Oh God! I am deadly 
cold—cruel Heaven, how hard is my lot! 
chilled, damp, and faint—no water ; not 
one drop; not a morſel of any thing to blunt 
my hunger. Great God! what fiends |— 


| She wasfilent; ond the huge tears ſtarted _ 
from her eye, and trickled, in a hurry, down 
her pallid check. 


| Lan Charles could bear it not a ſecond: 
longer, and he haſtily advanced towards the 


- | 


| 


| captive. She heard his ſteps, and * 
Eby — = 


* Ab! | 


| 


| want of ſuſtenance—help me, for God's 


whiſper, for fear of too ſuddenly TR 


\ 


may, do only but beſtow half a drop of wa- 
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- Ab what then do RO" I fear it 
is too late! 


Faint and exhauſted, ſhe dropped again 
upon her hard bed. Charles drew clole to 
her. - 


„ Give me ſome drink, or I die - do, for | 
mercy's fake! Oh Armſtrong ! I thought 
you had left me to periſh. ' I am dying for 
Aake!” 

« It is not Armſtrong,” ſaid he, in a loud 


her. 


WMW ho is it then? Is it Briants ? ? my eyes 
are dim ;—are-you Wallace ? Be whoever it 


ter, and you ſhall receive my laſt breath's 


bleſſing ! Three long nights, and yet four 
longer days, have theſe: lips not received one 


| atom of nouriſhment. - Why not. grant my 


— requeſt > 
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requeſt ?' or do you come tocnd my wretthel * 


oo 


| ” ths. 1 fat fir paws mifortunes and wil 
relieve them.” 


She gathered ſtrength with ſurpriſe, and | 


gazed — and wildly e on the intruder. 


Am I awake? Do I fee? 8 
man. ? ſay, tell me— Oh! ſpeak to relieve 
me. -s it true? or do you at once aanik 


late me by diſappointment?“ 


« All is ſettled; you have nothing more - 


to fear. Thoſe you complain of have met 


with rewards due to their merits ; traſt your- | 
ſelf to me, and a few moments will . 1 


you — and your f1 ones. 5 


„ob! yes! yes! voct-whit ne awd 

has directed you to the unfortunate? Oh | 

Heaven! why did I repine ? pardon me, 

ſtranger, I am weak; raiſe me in your arms; 
8 | theſe 
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theſe walls have torn from me all my 
firength !"* 


Charles ſtooped to raiſe the female in his 
arms; the candle beamed full on his face. 
The miſerable creature ſhrieked, and fell 
from his graſp. This he attributed to the 
ſtate of -her enfeebled frame ; he ſaw her 
ſituat ion was dangerous; and the foonet 
medical affiſtanee could be applied, the bet- 

ter. So determined, he caught the ſenſeleſs 
mortal in his embrace; then bent his courſe 
dduwards the hole through which he had de- 
ſcended. The rays of the candle above, as 
well as the talking of the females, directed his 


ſteps. He ined the ladder, and, with ſome - 


difficulty, hoifted his burthen up to the 4 


ladies, whofe ſurpriſe was boundleſs ; as. was 
their joy, on ſeeing a feminine form thruſt 
through the ſquare aperture. Every face 
and heart were delighted, and they inſtantly 
flocked round the two; and whilſt Lord 
2 recited the diſcovery, they uſed 


J a... . 


2 1 
. „ 


104 THE NEW MONK. - of. 


every, means to reſtore the female to he 
ſenſes. 


Now,“ faid the youth, © I think by thi 
time every diſturbance muſt be quelled; I 
will venture forth, and ſee if all is ſafe.” 


One of the ladies, offering to guide him 
along the paſſages, he was about to proceed 
| when a broad ſtream of light, and the ſudden © 
_ trampling of feet, the rattling of arms, and 
confuſed buz of a multitude approaching, 


greatly alarmed the company. Again they | 


crowded round Charles for protection; and 
Henrietta was the only one who did nat 
leave the motionleſs priſoner. She ſupported. 

the ſufferer's form by her own ; and applied 
a genuine Delmahoy to her noſe, while tears 
of pity poured. in ruſhing cataracts from her. 
| heavenly eyes. The ſtrangers drew near; 


| the name of Lord Charles echoed through | 


the narrow avenue; with joy he heard the 
found; it was his friends, Lord Murtem 
| and Captain Ailesford, follo wed by ſoldiers, 
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| hearing torches, and each armed with a 


bayonet. They had anxiouſly been ſeeking 


; him, the Lord knows where, 1n order to let 


bim know all was again peace and quiet, the 
mob having retired an hour fince. This 


| "ow bappy word of intelligence to the af- 


fighted girls. The iron cheſt diſcovery was 
related, in a moſt conciſe manner, to the 
Earl. Lord Charles beſought him to take 
charge of her, as well as the reſt of the fe- 
males; it being his intention, aided by Cap- 
tain Ailesford, and a ſmall part of his men, 


| to examine, with great ſcrutiny, the in- 
bermoſt receſſes of the hole below, as he 


doubted not but that he ſhould find a few 
more inſtances of Mrs. Rod s {evere chaſ- 


| tiſements. Every thing being arranged, the 


young ladies politely, and at the iame time, 


| bleffed fervently our enterprizing Lord; and 


it was the earneſt demand of Henrietta to 
attend on the unknown. She had her own 


private intereſt and reaſons for to requeſt- 


ing; but that to herſelt—whilſt Lord 
Charles explores. Having divided his party, 


5 and 


his ear. 
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and taking the command of one half, Alles 


ford had that of the other; and, by de- 5 


grees, entered, one by one, into the black 


dungeon. Scarcely had he got firm on his | 


feet, when a noſe of quick footſteps ſtruck 


the owl, trembled on the * air. 


„Do not. you hear ?” * be; © my 
God ! this in ae how — 


This * qui 


4 Help help ! help! O God!” cried 
one, whoſe heavenly tone ſhot through the 
ſenſations of Lord Charles like an arrows. 
The explorators fled altogether, and ſwift; 

K but the youth fled by himſelf, and ſwifter. 


Cc AP. : 


Screams, ſudden and louder than 


| 
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Of terror, foul and ugly to behold ; 

Horrid to think, how horrible to feel | 
PARADISE LOST. 


Arr this while, Joſhua was unconſcious. _ 
of the dreadful ſcenes which were paſſing ſo 
near. The accompliſhment of his plan now 
occupied every thought; every thing, as yet, 
had fucceeded to his wiſh, and he chuckled, 
not a little, at the proſpect he had of aſto- 
niſhing the world by an apparent miracle; 

Ann Maria had drank of the opiate, and had 
been conveyed to the undertaker's, from 
whence ſhe was again conveyed to the cel- 

| lars of Rod-houſe (exactly as ſhe had, to 
54 —— expired); Betſey, and her emiſ- 
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| faries, contrived all this; and now the poor 
creature was entirely at the diſpoſat of the 
infamous prieſt. The breaking up of the 
ſchoel greatly aſſiſted his deſigns, as the 
domeſtics would have prepared every thing 
for the ceremony the day previous; there. 
fore there was no cauſe of apprehenſion of 
being difturbed by them; and he might 
eaſily, whilſt ſhe was yet entranced, deprive 
her of what he pow grew perfectly impatient 
for. With this ſecurity, he doubted not but 
- he could eaſily eſcape unſeen with his -poſ- 
ſeſſions ; and when the inſtant drew near fur 
her awakening, with Betſey's aid, the mi- 
racle part of the buſineſs might be managed 
wich much eclat. The night came on; 
Foſbua waited a little Ionger; then taking 
the fatal key of the vaults, proceeded, enter- 
ed, and ſoon got over the rails of teparation. 
Here he pauſed for breath; buttoned ang | 
ther button of his coat; cocked his ear; and | 
* began to recollect he was alone; and for 
- fear of "duglling too long on, ſuch an idea, 1d 
_ hurriex Renee, preciſely as Betſey had. 
= nftrui 3 | 
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| directions of his adviſer, therefore was not 


| precaution was unneceſſary, the head of che 


it flew off with the moſt trivial touch, N 
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inſtructed him, and ſoon gained the pri- 
vate cellar, which 2 the * of 
his attentions. 


The door- was ſmall, and half open ; he 


put forth his right arm, whoſe hand bore the 


faichful penny-poſtman's lantern.—No noiſe. 
He next advanced his head, and looked 
carefully from fide to fide. The female was 
there, firm in the embrace of Morpheus: 
but in what? in a huge caſk, He knew the 


ignorant how to act. He had provided 
himſelf with a-hammer and pincers ; 'but this. . 


veſſel was ſlightly faſtened on the outfide ; - 


touch Joſhua knew where to apply; then 


holding the light, diſcovered the upper end 


of Ann Maria Auguſta; between two un- 
tapped barrels lay that of the ſleeping” 


| beauty. The moſt delicate of pinks glowed 
upon her cheeks ; ſhe was dteſſed preciſely 
ia her my day attire, wayne was that, when 


Joſhua : 
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Joſhua firſt beheld theſe charms ſhe ' was 
miſtreſs of. 


« Oh! Abraham Newland! Abraham 
Newiand !” murmured the prieſt, for thy 
ſake, and a few of thy ſignatures, have I 
committed murder, and torn my mind with 
-racks and tortures horrible ! Now youu are in 
my power; the produce of my guilt will at 
leaſt be mine. I have not to contend with 
prayers, breathed in tones of . unequalled 
melody ; bright eyes, filled with tears ; hands 
lifted up in ſupplication ;—no, the 1 ingenious 
draught has done the buſineſs ; before the 
1 mine you ſhall be, 2 


Hle drew her, ſtill motionleſs, from the 
barrel. He ſeated himſelf upon a bank of 
bungs, and, ſupporting her in his arms, 


ſearched impatiently for the lit of her pocket - 


hole. His awkwardneſs added additional 
impetuoſity to his endeavours, and he thought 
himſelf ſecure that ſhe wound. not return to 


Mas 2 
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l for ſome twelve or thirteer hours, but - 
| he was miſtaken; his boiſterous exertions, 
and the vaſt ſhaking, in conveying. her per- 
ſon to the abode of Liquide, added greatly to 
the evaporation of her ſomnerific mixture. 
She opened her eyes cloſed them again. 
The prieſt was petrified; her hds were again 
extended ; their orbs were fixed on Joſhua. 


« Where am 1?” the faid, ſtarting: 
« How came I here? let me go! Flora, 
3 wheve ann Te” 


| She ſtrove to riſe, but the prieſt} held hr 


| „ Be filent, Mi, and don't ftare fo, | 
aid he: | 


20 Joſhua! what my friend ? why am I 
| here ? who has brought me? why are we 
alone? where is Flora? Oh my mother! 
Here are nothing but caſks, and bungs, and 
looſe bottles! this place frightens me ! dear 


112 THE NEW MONK. 


Mr. Pentateuch, take me home; Oh my 
dream ! for pity's ſake do oblige an orphan, 
On! my mother ! _ do you tremble? 
do not look ſo horrible.” 


„ Why fo bighened, Miss Ann?” 


While he ſpoke thus, he aa his at- 
tempts, and in a method not ſo decent as 
could be wiſhed. Ignorant of his real inten- 
tion, ſhe forced herſelf from his arms. My 
God ! what do you mean? ſhe exclaimed; 


* Why am I brought to this place? convey 
me hence; let me return to Mrs. Wattle's, 


whoſe houſe, Heaven knows, in what manger 
| I have quitted! “ 


He vas deaf to the fair one's een, 
| — her 


; cc © Nay, be peaceable ; 1 18 BY 


| TY every ſoul on earth thinks you dead; 


I poſſeſs vou alone; and you alone poſſeſs 
what | with, and will —— This ſtrug- 
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| is childiſh ; no aid is near; nor neither 
heaven | mor hell ſhall avert my intended 


proje = 


He continued hivemployment, which was 
totally miſtaken by the poor female for ano- 
ther cauſe ;—natural enough. She repelled, 

- and he proceeded. 


« Heavens ! can I relinquiſh objects fo 
white, ſo ſoft, ſo valuable? no; can I give 
up theſe pleafures, and leave them to ano- 
- ther's enjoyment? No, Miſs Ann, never, 

never! I ſwear it by this, and this, and this!“ 


Every fleeting moment added freſh ardour 


dos the wiſhes of the pticſt; and to Ann 


Maria, terror more intenſe. She tried again 
to diſengage herſelf; but finding her bodily 
exertions in vain, now had recourſe to men- 
tal one's; ſo began to ſcream, with a very 
great degree of vociferation. The gloom of 
ſurrounding arches ;' the pale ray of the lan- 
tern; the ſight of the empty and full bar- 


— 
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tes; the fuſty ſmell of the yeaſt, and cure 
ſes, as ſhe imagined, of the prieſt; created 
great fear in her mind. Her ſhrieks were 
unheeded, but ſhe continued both the uſe 
of them, and of her hands. Faint with her 
agitation, ſhe dropped upon her bended: 
knees, clafped her manual extremities toge- 
ther, and pitifully implored the wretch's 
' mercy. But the unccemmon blockhead, in- 
ſtead of coolly requeſting the poſſeſſion of 
what he deſired, took a cowardly advantage 
of her fituation, and moft rudely, and an 
| uhprecedentedly, proceeded to gain his ends 
in the greateſt furor of unexampled paſſiott. 
' Heedleſs of her tears, ſupplications, and 

eries, he moſt barbaroufly, violentlyj and 
- Kboriouſly, after numberleſs bruiſes on the 
part of the female, made himſelf maſter of 
her- little pocket-book. Eagerly he ex- 
mined its contents, whilft the unfortunate 
Ann Maria lay ſenfeleſs on the earth from 
her late exertions. The notes were in his 
| hand; he unfolded them with rapture not 
conceivable: but how was he ſurpriſed! 
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| they were in number not ſo deſpicable-. it 
was ten. But then the ſum of eactt, te there's 
the rub; all. © one pounds.” He ſtarted | 
at the ſight; „Oh boundleſs paſſion ! he 
exclaimed, © What have I done? been a 
murderer, a robber, and à violater of the 
laws of humanity !—For. what? —< Tex 
POUNDS.” A ſecret impulſe made him ſee 
the baſencfs of the crime he had committed; 
the very object which had fo lately been his 
ſummit of happineſs, could he but obtain 
it, now it was poſſeſſed, was his averſion. 
He threw it from him with rage, exclaim- 
ing, Oh! man, man! curſed is thy exiſt- 
ence, when liable to be hurried blindly for- 
ward by thoſe paſſions, whoſe gratification 
done is the means of tearing from your ſight 
the fatal bandage.” Reader! can you be- 


* 


lieve that he could weep ? if fo, believe it 
now, and conceive him fo doing. Joſhua”. 
was abſorbed in himſelf. Ann Maria Au- 
guſta returned to life once more. The 
prieft's back was towards her : * and 
| tried W ES 


* 
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Her footſteps recalled Joſhua to himſelf, 
he ſeized ber by the arm. n 


e Whither would you ?” aid he. 


Ann Maria tre mbled, and ſpake, for 0 1 \ 


— OTIS: 


« What would you more? is not my 1 


miſery completed ? are not you contented, 
or am I yet doomed to undergo more cruel. 
ty ? let me return home, wretched as I am!” 


| « No!” half ſtifled with contending pal. 
ſions of rage, remorſe, pity, and diſappoint- 
ment, What? that you may publiſh this 


tranſaction to the world: that you may brad 


me with hypocrite, or betrayer: that you 


may deem me a robber, a villain, and a 


murderer. Ha!” faid the prieſt, in a low 
voice, whilſt his heart's blood curdled round 


its fource—*© Murderer ! did I call myſelf a 


murderer?” raiſing his tone: yes, I ama 
— — did - you- not 1. 
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: | cuſe me of being a murderer ?—Yes, I have 
| been the murderer of your peace, of my 
I don, and—=Oh!” Ann Maria was terrified 
I almoſtto annihilation. © Shall I diſcloſe it— 
| | yes; let me tear her heart from its boſom 
» | by the recital! my brain is burſt; debate 
_ | and reaſon quenched; the ſtorm is up, and 
| my hot bleeding heart ſplits with the rack, 
_ | while paſſions, like the wind, ſoar up to hea- 
yen, and put out all the ſtars. Thus will I 
| fell her with my words killed your mo- 
\ ther! behold in me her murderer!” 


—_ 8 


1 His ferocious exclamations, loud voice, 
ud frantic manner, chilled the lovely girl to 

ice; but when ſuch an avowal took place, _ - 
his words approximated prophecy ; ſhe 
dropped inſtantly lifeleſs as a ſtone ; not 

| even had ſhe ſtrength to make a ſingle moan. 


| He now beat his forchead; paced too and 
| fro the cellar actually in a ſtate of delirium. 
| He till was meditating; he bit his lip, 
I | rolled his eyes, and ſtopped ſuddenly, as if 
" I recollecting 
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recollecting himſelf; then gazing a 
form of Ann Maria, he ſaid to himſelf, 41 


am conſcious that if this female eſcapey | 
have nothing to expect from her mercy. In 
the frenzy of my paſſion, I diſcloſed the 


murder of her mother. Her accuſation ty 


the world I have not courage to deny; the 


recollection of my cruel crimes will be ſuſ. 


ficient; I ſhould be my own betrayer.l - 


have it! her perſon is unſtained, and I now, 
too late, perceive ſhe has miſtaken my inten. 
tians. This vial contains yet ſome potting 
of the ſleepy mixture: I will, while the ; 


' tl ſenſeleſs, adminiſter it; ſhe will again - 


fleep; | my miracles can be performed; and 


by a timely oath. before a magiſtrate, if ſhe 


attempts an accuſation, with the aid of Peter, 
we can prove it a dream :—it ſhall be done, 


Then muſt I add perjury to my liſt of 


crimes! Oh Joſhua! heaven has laid it 


curſe upon thee ! do not reflet—praceed; | 
this is your only means of ſaving your repu- 
W 8 1 
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He approached, and raiſed her a little 


THE NEW MONK. 


from the ground, in order to pour the liquid 
down her throat with more convenience. 


His hand trembled as he advanced it with 
the bottle ; he looked around; the ſcattered 
contents of the book ſtruck his eye. \ 


* Theſe things Ne” not lay thus,” ſaid 
he, nor muſt they be left!” 


He then collected them together, and put 


them into his waiſtcoat pocket. He again 
prepared to adminiſter the doſe ; the cryſtal 
was applied to the divine mouth of Ann 


Maria, but whether it was from its coldneſs 


or not, ſhe moved, breathed, ſtretched, and 
roſe from the ground, and fruſtrated the in- 
tentions of Joſhua, Directly too, at this 


juncture, Betſey ruſhed in, perſpiring, and 
aut of breath. 


„ Oh! Joſhua, Joſhua, fly! Rod-houſe 
z conflagrating; its governeſs has been rent 


in pieces by a mob, and ſhould theſe cellars, 
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be entered, and you caught in company wal 


a female, God knows your fate ! my know... 


| ledge where I ſhould find you, and my inte- 


reſt for your welfare, made me hazard ſo 
daring an attempt. 


prieſt. 


« How? impoſſible ! the garden is already 


_ crammed with foldiers. Lord Charles Clot- 
tlebury, with ſeveral runners from the public 
offices, are now ſearching every atom of the 


building. Ann Maria will be, found, * 


then what a diſcovery ! * 


„l there} there! —whar's 0 5 


done? She ſhall drink the contents of n] 
vial ;—leave it to me, Peter.— Drink inſtant- 


ly, in a moſt ſtern voice, or mother 
death hen await yu.” 


cc Pugh! pugh?” cried | „ « that © 
* rake this piſtol, and blow 1 


Wn 


« J haſte to my lodgings,” cried the 


% 
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her, brains out at once. After robbing her, 
ef what you ſay ſhe prized as her life, and 


that too having been accompliſhed to her 
knowledge, what can you expect but inſtant 


ruin, ſhould ſhe once more return to the 
world? Decide—here, tis ready; tremble 
not ; practice maketh perfe& ; this is but a 
trifle to your former works; heavens! diſ- 
patch; we are loſt! — they come! I'll 


| kave you to your fate—is this obeying my 
commands ?—there is only one moment, one 


alternative, or one death for you!“ 


A noiſe of diſtant voices ſtruck the ear of 


the ſtupified prieſt. He flew to the door, by 
way of making it faſt, to prevent intruders. 


Ann Maria was off like a ſhot, and the reader 


may in ſome manner judge of her ſwift- 


neſs, when Joſhua ſhut it to before he per- 


| ceived her fled. The moment the prieſt 


perceived his miſtake and danger, he pur- 
ſued as ſpeedily. "She ran, and he ran, and 


= ran; but he ran too; faſt for her. She 
| heard, with riſing heart, (his Reps gain upon 
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her; ſhe ſc reamed—and he—fired. Am 
Maria fell. The pious turned ſharp round, 
and flew quicker, if poſſible, ork again 
to the cellar-room. 


The truly unfortunate female bled apace, 
Captain Ailesford arrived firſt ; he perceived 
a woman bleeding on the earth; had heard 
the report of a piſtol, and likewiſe obſerved 


a man fly at his approach; fo paſſing by the 


former object, purſued the latier With a 
party of his men, whilſt Lord Charles came 


up with the reſt, and would render any aſſiſt 


ance ncedful. She was raiſed, for the had 
fainted through fear, and 3 like 


ebbed again. 


She raiſed her fair cel and then * 
head, which, till * hung * on her 


« Powers above! it is Ann Maria!“ ex- 
claimed . Charles, » claſping her in his 


| Though bt 


2 — 3 a; —— a — _ 


| 
L 5 


; 
THE NEW MONK. 123 


Though aimed by a bad ſhot, yet chance 
had but too well aided his want of practice - 
the wound was deep, large, and mortal ; the 
cold creepings of death were upon the lovely 
girl, and ſhe had but a ſhort, a very trivial 
time to exiſt ; but that time was a period of 
great happineſs, and ſeemed but the antece- 
dent of what ſhe, in a few moments, would 


awaken to. All that Charles could ſay, could 


not perſuade her to be removed. She fear- 


ed that any additional exertions would only 


expedite her diffolution ; expreſſions of the 
warmeſt love for each other were exchanged; 
and at the ſame time, ſhe was wiſe enough 
not to die without diſcloſing the . perpetrator 
of her preſent ſituation, Her lover was wild 


with deſpair, and deſperate with impatient 


revenge. The contraft was truly moving, 
and fad. Her voice grew faint, and ſcareely 
audible; his grew louder, and a deaf man 
might have heard it. A glazy dimneſs over- / 
ſpread her eyes: his flaſhed fire, and ſhone 
like baſiliſks. Her heart beat ſlow, long, 
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and irregular, whilſt his was all convullion, 
uproar, and ſudden palpitations. , 

In this ſtate was the beauteous Ann Maria 
Auguſta, and by an inſtantaneous impulſe, 


ſhe raiſed herſelf from the arms of Lord 
Charles; then lifting her hands to heaven, 


exclaimed, in a voice more celeſtial than 


human, while her heart's blood trickled from 


her boſom, © May God forgive him!“ 


She fell dead and lifeleſs again into 
Charles's embrace; his agony never will 
again be equalled; he preſſed his warm 
cheek to her's, once ſo blooming ; he gave 
looſe to his anguiſh, and bathed her face in 
torrents of ruſhing tears, as if heaven and 
earth had come together; bitter wailings, 
and ſincere grief, could not have been exer- 
ciſed in a more exorbitant manner, than 
they now were by our truly wretched 
youth. 


In 
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In this paroxyſm of deſpair, his attendants 
were obliged to tear him from the dead body 
by force, and he was conveyed, in a perfect 
ſtate of delirium, to the manſon of the Carl 


of Murtem. 


In the mean time, Captain Ailesford pur- 
ſued the fugitive, whom he caught by the 
nape of the neck before he had time to re- 
oain the cellar. It was in vain for Joſhua 
to deny the truth; the piſtol, which he till 


held in his hand, left no room to imagine 


otherwiſe; and when it was perceived that 


it was the © Reverend of the Weſt End,” 
| how aſtoniſned were the ſpectators! the ſol- 


diers could not believe their eyes. Joſhua 
dropped upon his knees, and implored them 
to let him go 


« To Newgate certainly!“ faid a run- 
. 


i 


3. « Then 
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Then if you take me; —here he ſob. I; 
bed aloud, and in words hardly articulate, el 
ſaid, „If you take me, you ought, 1 
juſtice, to _ Peter.” g 


\ 
That bird was flown;—ſhe knew too | | 
well the conſequence of delay ; fo the prieſt, e 
overwhelmed with remorſe, was conveyed 
alone to the cells of Newgate, and comfort- a 
ably accommodated with a pair of heavy | 
iirons. | 
All ſearches for Peter were vain ; he was 
not to be found at his lodgings, nor no one | 


could give the leaſt intelligence of him. 
Every thing was once more tranquil. The 
late circumſtances were the talk of the town, 
and the aſtoniſhment of its inhabitants; and 
as for the preacher's followers, they would | 
not believe a word of 1 it, but faid, it was all | 
envy, and a N pique. | 1 


Rod-Houſe was now nearly on a level 
wich the ground, and — a ſingle mark of 
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ed from the — confuſed chaos. 


But let us view the n of Lord 
Murtem. There Henr'etta was bene vo- 
tently attending the unknown female, whoſe 
exiſtence was hardly perceivable, and it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty, on the part of the. 
attendant, that any medicine could be admi- 
niſtered ; but this, by perſeverance, was foon 
conquered, and the phyſician, apothecary, 
and the amiable Henrietta, ſoon had the 
ſelicity of ſeeing a great poſſibility of the 


ſtranger's final recovery. The concatenated ' 


circumſtances of this unfortunate's ſituation, 
raiſed the moſt glowing intereſt in the breaſt 

of her fair nurſe; and when a diſcovery, no 
leſs ſtrange than true, took place, what was 


her aſtoniſhment and rapture, when the 


perſon of her patient proved to be the long 
loſt Alice !—Be not ſurpriſed that this was 
not perceived before, but till that moment 


the bed-curtains had remained drawn, and fo 
| they conunued for ſome time, the light be- 
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ing thought too powerful for her eyes. This 
_ reaſon, accompanied by that - of her emack. 
ated form, her death ingontrovertibly be. 


lieved, and the great confuſion of her dreſs, 


added much to the non-diſcovering who the 
captive actually was. It cannot be told what 
happineſs the tranſcendent Henrietta expe- 
rienced on finding her deareſt friend; not 


even the pure friendſhip of a Pylades, or 


an Oreſtes, equalled that which exiſted be- 


tween theſe two females. They had emptied } 


every receſs of their hearts to each other 


when at Rod-Houſe ; and' Miſs Villeſtrode = 


rejoiced at the renovation which had taken 
place, as there was ſomething peculiar, on 


her part, to communicate to Alice, from 


whom ſhe expected comfort and hopes, 
| Every one has their cares, either imaginary 
or real: our fair one's were of the © firſt 
deſcription. Lord Charles, unintentionally, 
and unknowingly,- had created a little ſpark 
fome months ago in the breaſt of the lovely 


nurſe of his ſiſter. Some time elapſed, and M 
it was till a ſpark but the adventure of | 
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the iron cheſt had formed it to a flame, 


which flame now raged in the heart of Hen- 


rietta with ungovernable violence ; there- 
fore the inſtant Alice was able to hear 
friendly communications, her friend poured 
forth her torrent of lava, which ſwept the 
boundleſs praiſes of Charles, both mental 
and perſonal, with no ſmall rapidity, into 


"the ears of his ſiſter. She was in a ſituation 
ſomewhat ſimilar, chouga yet far diſtant ; 


misfortune, Giſappointment, and time, had 
reduced her's to regulation and reaſon : ſhe 
heard, ſaw, and felt, for ſhe knew the vir- 
tues of Miſs Villeftrode, and was happy in 
finding it to be the caſe ; gratitude demand- 
ed her to advance her friend's fuit, ſo all the 
incentives to ftrengthen Henrietta's paſ- 


ſion were invented by her. She likewiſe 


went ſo far in the! affair, as to ſolicit her 
uncle's aid, who approved the deſign, 
liked the lady, and had no doubt but Charles 
would do the ſame; indeed the frequent 
hints his nephew had given him about 


| marriage, raiſed an idea in his mind that 
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this lady probably was the object; but on 
his learning the awful relation- of Ann Maria 
Auguſta's death, and Charles's ftrong emo- 
tions, all was obvious; fo, after the uſual | 
thoughts of compaſſion for the poor ſufferer, | 


he hied him to the diſconſolate youth, by 
way of condolence, and hoped, in time, to 
place Henrietta in Ann Maria's corner of 
Charles's heart. The young man felt, with 
as exorbitant , a feeling as any young man 
could ;—tnough very bad, yet he was not 
reduced to a * bed of fickneſs;” for when 


friendly conſolation was timely offered, he 


ened, © Leave me to myſelf; leave me 
to myſelf.” Ss Lord Murtem finding 


nothing at preſent 'Fould be done with 
him, left him to himſelf. | 


Alice now anxioufly 3 after Henry 


Mountfordington, and was ſhocked to heat 


of his woeful ſituation; yet was glad too, as 


it diſplayed, in the moſt forcible. manner, 


his conſtency to her. 
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_ pleaſure was manifeſt, for in the courſe of | 
four days, his health,-fleſh, and ſpirits, totally 
returned, and Henry was himſelf again.” 
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have pcriſhed; for during the whole of that 


: ſelf, and he gave them his 3 word 
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Alice's uncle now poſted off to this young 
gentleman, though not with the e tion 


of the ſame anſwer from him. He was 
actually on a bed of ſickneſs; but the mo- 
ment Lord Murtem told him, (which he did 


in as ſlow and cautious a manner s oſſible) 
the overjoyed lover ſprang from his bed, 


caught the nobleman in his arms, burſt into 
tears, and fainted quite away. Being put to 
bed, and returniog to himſelf, naturally his 


Not ſo with Lord Charles; in four days he 
was waſted to a lath, had Joſt his ſpirits, and 
was in a fair way of loſing his life; and if it 
had not been for the *entreacies of Alice and 
Henrietta on the fifth, he muſt inevitably 


time, he had neither eat, drank, nor ſlept: 
however, the perſuaſions of the beautiful 

Miſs Villeſtrode, who, on her knees, requeſt- 
ed him, brought Charles once more to him- 
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«to reconcile himſelf to the loſs. A few more 
days paſſed—he was more compoſed, had 
taken ſuſtenance, and raved leſs of Ann 

Maria; a few more remained; long ſilent 
at times; aſked queſtions natural to civil 
life, and wiſhed to ſpend his evening with 

Alice; fo that by degrees he became per- 

fectly eaſy, and apparently found pleaſure in 

the company of his relations. The two fe- 
male friends were not idle all this while; 

Alice was exerciſing inſinuations, and Hen- 

rietta, attentions; and one afternoon, whilſt: 

the uſual circle were collected, and each 

adding a little ſoothing mixture to the youth, 

he requeſted his ſiſter to recount in what 

manner ſhe had diſcevered herſelf to be in 

that vault, from which he had had the good 

fortune to reſcue her; ;—any thing to amuſe 4 

him, ſo ſhe de proceeded as follows ;— 
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Conclufion, or Winding-up the Hiſtory * 
Alice Clottlebury. 


« After having been forced to take the 
poiſon, for ſuch | ſuppoſed it to be, l gradually 
was deprived of my ſenſes, and ſeemed to 
die away in the eaſieſt and moſt comfortable 
manner poſſible ; and when I again began to 
animate, my feelings were the ſtrangeſt ima- 


ginable. I looked around, under the fearful 


idea, that I, of courſe, muſt be amidſt the 
damned, as the laſt word I had diſcerned was 
the malediction of my kind governeſs. No 
demons approached, no moaning victims - 
ſtruck my ear. I drew my breath very deep; 
* DoIexit?” faid I, © or am I now only 
a ſpirit?” I felt myſelf all over; © My God! 
I am fleſh and blood yet—where am I?” 

Near a whole hour elapſed, during which 
time I was moving my head from fide to 
ſide, before I had courage -to riſe. All 
ſeemed like lictle ſparks of light over me, 
and on each ſide. | ſtretched forth my 
hand, in order to get up; [I half roſe, but 
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that was all I could do, for I found that I 
was confined in a ſort of wicker caſe, whoſe 
apertures admitted ſome glimmering rays, 
and from that | circumſtance, I naturally 
thought that I had paſſed one world fince 
my death, and that how I had been by its 
inhabitants carefully. packed, hampered, and 
directed as a parcel for hell. I was ſpeedily 
undeceived; for by my reſtleſs toſſings, I 
. burſt the top, and by degrees, crept from 
my ſhell. I ſaw, to my utmoſt. aſtoniſh- 
ment, a tin lamp faitened on the oppoſite 
wall; ſeveral nampers, 'fimilar to mine, ſur- - 
rounded me ; it was very ſtrange; I looked 
more particularly ; looſe banks of ſaw-duſt 
appeared here and there, and huge rows of 
black bottles were arranged on. either fide. 
The next object which attracted my obſer- 
vation, was the door. I flew to it, but it 
was faſt. I pulled and puſhed, but it was 

ſtill unmo vet. 


« The thought then ſtruck me, that the 
_ given me by Mrs. Rod, was no 
| other 
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other than an opiate, and by her, meant, | 


merely as a puniſhment. With this thought, 
I fat down to watch for ſome one's coming 
J waited to be ſure for a tedious hour ;-xno 
one came; I was very cold indeed, being 
but thinly clad, that I might fit the baſket. 
I now ſhouted as loud as I could; turned my 
back to the door, and kicked with my heel ; 
no one came. Diſappointed, ſhivering, and 
melancholy, I gave myſelf quite up to di- 
ſpair ; fell proſtrate on the earth, and wept 
' aloud. Hours on hours paſſed away ; I 
grew faint for ſuſtenance ; ** My heavenly 
mercy!” cried I, © for what is all this in- 
flicted ? I have been once killed—now have 
come to life, and am again doomed to 
periſh.” As I ſaid this, chance directed my 

eyes towards a ſmall bottle rack; a china 
plate ſtood upon it, which, till then, I had 
not obſerved. I ſtarted from my ſeat, and 
made towards it in haſte; it contained a 
ſmall loaf, and a tumbler of pump water. 
te I threw myſelf with avidity upon, theſe 
humble aliments. The bread was hard and 
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ſtale—the water was cold and chilling; but 

that I ſoon remedied, and more from an 

impulſe of revenge, than from any other 

motive. I took a bortle from the binn, 
broke off its neck againſt the wall, and diſ- 
covered the contents to be port wine. Thus 

was I employed when the door ſuddenly 
opened: I ceaſed my repalt ; the governeſs 

and her teachers entered; each bore a can- 
dle. Terror riveted me to my ſeat; ſhe 
advanced, and looked ſternly on me. The 
remains of my leaf dropped from my hands, 
as did alſo that of the wine I was in the act 
of pouring into my tumbler. 


cc She yet gazed firmly, and with angry 
eyes.“ 


What then, you have found exiſtence 
again, ſhe ſaid, and appetite ?—yes, and 
my wine too, as I lve:—you drunken 
wretch ! this is ſhameful indeed ! Well, I 
came with a full determination to mitigate, 
in ſome degiee, your puniſhment ; but that 
ſhall not be the caſe ; no! for your aſſurance 
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in broaching a bottle of my old port, your 
penance ſhall be doubled. I do not intend 
to deſtroy you, Madam, but I intend that 
your own feelings ſhall act as my agents 
in chaſtiſement; therefore, hear my fen- 
tence—your friend's impertinent importuni- 
ties, and your infolent and wicked intentions, 
brought on yourlelf what you now expe- 
rience. All London believes you to be 
dead ; your relations are fully perſuaded of 

it, and you are” now totally in my -power 
and poſſcſſion, and you ſhall poſitively follow 
my impoſitions; here you muſt live for ever, 
therefore, comfort yourſelf, and be reſigned 
to that fate, from which nothing can reſcue 
you. | 


« She pauſed, in order, I ſuppoſe, to 
- ſee how I received her ordination ; b was 
ſilent —ſhe 2 again commenced. — 

© Now learn what you are dvd to 
undergo. Not far diſtant are a range of cel- 
lar rooms, ong ſince . ulclel> by their 
= lamps; 
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damps; theſe you ſhall have the range of, 
and I will take ſpecial care, that no wine ſhall 
be within your reach; bread and water eter- 
nally muſt be your food, and that but in 
ſmall quantities, - and ſparingly. Thus ſhall 
the remainder of that time I have decreed 
you to remain, be lingered out. Follow 
r . | 


* This was but a ſecond part of the ſcene I 


had experienced in my chamber. I entreat- 


ed, wept, and fell n my knees, imploring 


her lenity, but it was all to no purpoſe; they 
forced me along, through winding paſſages, 
vide cellars, and arched vaults; at length I 
was dragged into a fort of cell. An old 
plank or two, rotten with age, lay uſeleſs on 
the earth, as a proof that a door was once 
erect at its mouth. In one corner was a 


little mattreſs, on which lay a thread-bare 
carpet, by .way of covering. A bank of 


bangs ſupported an unlighted lamp, near 
| which ſtood a ſtone jar, with oil; a pitcher of 
Vater, and a baſket with bread, were alſo 
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it. Such was my coſtly habitation; it was 
I in vain to murmur. I dropped a tear, heaved 
a ſigh that cut me to the heart, and ex- 


chimed within myſelf, My God!” yet I 
was not deſtitute of hope. 


Here i your chamber; here you muſt 
remain; now follow me,” ſaid my noble 
governeſs. 


„ She turned out of the place deſtined for 
my wretchedneſs, and I was once more 
{ ſhouldered after her by the quartetto of 
teachers. After proceeding along a dark 
avenue; we ſtopped at the foot of a ladder. 


ö 
. Whither would you lead me?” cried I. 
© Oh! Madam, be eaſy,” returned ſhe, 

© no farther, I give you my word; here we 


aſcend, and now ſhall leave 7 to yourſelf, 
and the rats.” 


„She 
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« She. ſtepped up the appropriate vehicle, 
and raiſed a ſmall trap-door with her hand. 


The ray of the ſun darted in ſwiftneſs dawn 
the chaſm, and Mrs. Rod as, quickly darted 
up; the Teſt followed ;—I was left below. | 
My heart beat high; my blood was chilled ; 


to ice; my ſpirit was not yet broke, and 1 
diſdained to let her ſee me cry; ſv ſummon- 

ing up ſtrength, almoſt to overwhelm me by 

the exertion, | ſaid, in as cool and diſdainful 


a manner as I could— 


hs 


« You might have had the civility to 


have lighted me back.” 


- Exaſperated at my deliberate and ſeem- 
ingly unconcerned demand, ſhe exclaimed— 


© Inſfolent girl! no! but had it been to 


hell, you ſhould have been weicome ; grap- 
ple in the dark, faint through diſappoint- 


ment, or daſh your headſtrong brains out 
againſt ſome lucky wall ;—Begone, vicious 


and learn in ſolitude, ſubjeCtion !' 


I could 


$ 


ec 
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e I] could ſupport it no longer, and drop- 
ped to the ground, ſenſeleſs, and overpower- 
ed by grief. 


« T came again to myſelf, and found relief 
in a ſincere fit of tears.” A total dark 
ſilence prevailed. I roſe, felt for the wall, 
as by it I hoped to diſcover my humble 
habitation. I wandered in this way for a 
| conſiderable time, but yet ſaw no appear- 
ance of the light: hope, which never for- 
ſook me, urged me forward; fo with my arms 
extended, I purſued my way, ſtopped often, 
and wiſhed for the very place I fo much 
loathed. I had not gone much farther be- 
fore my foot caught in ſomething on the 
ground, and I fell with wonderful violence 
againſt that which, from its form, ſeemed to 
be a barrel; I rolled over it, and was com- 
pletely jammed in between two more. The 
force of my proſtration was great; I was 


5 ſtunned, and unable ecke to extricate 


myſelf; and after ſtruggling and reſting 
alternately, gave _ up to my fate, 


A ſeeing 4 
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ſeeing no proſpect whatever dee me but : 2 
ſtarvation and death. I thought the ſitua- 
tion Mrs. Rod had leſt me to, the moſt hor- 
rible in the world; but I was miſtaken, for 

the preſent was ſtill worſe. I do not know 
how it was, but at this moment I fell aſleep, 
notwithſtanding my bed was not the moſt 
commodious ; and how long I ſlept, heayen 
knows, for I awoke with a diſtant noiſe—at 
leaſt I thought I was awake, though I am 
certain what I relate, you will fay was a 
dream ;—well, I awoke with a diſtant noiſe, 
and when I opened my eyes, I beheld, coming 
towards the place where I lay, a figure im- 
menſely tall, with a beard reaching down to 
his knees; a great book under one arm, and 
the Lord knows what in the other ; ; for this 
© frightened me more than all my former 
ſcenes. He was followed by three blue 
beafts, ſomething like bull-dogs, only erect. 
He came cloſe to me; l wembled immode- 
rately, and on my word, his ſkin was of a 
bright red, and ſhone exceedingliy; he paſſed 
by me, and I could hear him fy ta one of © 
| Lad: 
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| the animals, Did ſhe not fay at — 
is ruin is not far off.. 


How was I aſtoniſhed when the beaſt an- 


ſwered in the affirmative. They were ſoon 


round an angle of the paſſage, and by the 
light which one of the bul - lags bore, I per- 
ceived myſelf furrounled by barrels, and not 


ten paces from Mrs Rod's ladder. I was 


now pre paring to diſentangle myſelf, when a 


new viſion preſented itſelf, a female in fable, 
| ſtrangely habited, with a huge hanger-and 


pole, ſtepped wildly forward; a man- in 


| black, lean and tall, followed her, apparently 
very much terrified. How was I thunder- 


ſtruck, when I perceived in him the unre- 
lenting author of all my misfortunes, the 


infamous Pentateuch. They paſſed on ; I 
was again left in darkneſs; Do I dream?“ 
| ſaid I, rubbing my eyes; * was this ima- 


oinary ? have 1 not ſeen our teacher of geo- 
graphy led by a woman to the devil? for 


ſuch ] Judged the firſt to be. I muſt have 


dreamt— "i 
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dreamt—there was no noiſe—yes, [ had been 
aſleep. 


— 


« Not knowing whether to believe it or 


not, I at laſt eſcaped from my couch, and 


after wandering once again, found my ſorry 


cell with much joy. I threw myſelf on my 
bed, for my ideas were totally engroſſed by 
the ſtrange appearances I had ſeen what 
confirmed me that they could not be real, 
was the utter impoſſibility of any one's get- 


ting admittance into the cellars. I firſt per- 


ſuaded - myſelf they were there, then that 
they were not; all merely that I might be 


diverted from recurring to my own forlorn 


condition. Thus paſſed a very, very long 
and tedious time, till I was diſturbed by foot- 
ſteps. I thought on the red man, and 


covered myſelf over with my carpet. The 


- perſon entered; I looked through a hole; 
it was the teacher, Armſtrong. She had 


brought my daily pittance ; and as ſhe. 
placed 1 it on the black earth, I could per- 


ceive her drop a tear for my fate. 


3 


« Ah!” | 


THE NEW MONK. 145 


« Ah!” cried I, * what do you then 
deign to ſhed that for the wretched Alice?“ 


« She made me no reply, but depoſited her 
burthen, and took her leave. Many viſits 
of this kind ſhe paid me, and at laft I got 
out of her with much difficulty, that it was 
her particular orders to treat me with ſilent 

| harſhneſs. The firſt ſhe punctually obeyed, 
and the laſt ſhe ee to forget. 


oa Day ber day I lingered; my health and 
ſtrength ] viſibly perceived were exhauſting, 
and I found, that I had no proſpect of aid, 
as to Eſcaping, from my attendant. Thus 
did I paſs many weeks; my frame enſeebled 
by the noxions damps, and breathing the 
I foul and half-putrid air, impregnated by the 
ſttagnant bottoms of empty beer caſks, the 
ſweet evaporations of filthy rats, toads, 
worms, -carwigs, and black beetles. The 
longer I remained, the ſtronger grew my 
abhorrence; I fretted, ſobbed, wept, raved, 
and exclaimed, till I entirely overturned 
vox. 111. „ Nan 
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Nature's ſyſtem, and was totally incapacitated, 
by mental and bodily vexations, to tir 


from my wretched bed. I feared to go to 


ſleep, becauſe of the annoyance from ver- 


min. Sometimes the creeping, tickling | 


drawlings of the beetle, on the point of 
immerging into my half open mouth, would 


ſuddenly wake me, and I frequently in my 


fright, by an impulſe ungovernable, ſhut my 

teeth, cauſing almoſt ſickneſs, from the abo- 
- minable taſte of the horrid creature I had 
bit to death. Sometimes the quick earwig 
rouſed me by its titulation ; unknowing of 
the cauſe, my hand I often directed to the 
ſpot, and cruſhed the loathſome inſect to 
mummy on my temple, leaving unpleaſant 
veſtiges.of blood and ſlaughter. Often have 


I, at waking, found whole neſts of young 
rats, playing hide and ſeek in the large ful- 
neſs of my hair; at ſuch times I ſhrieked - 


with terror and diſguſt ; roſe half erect, 


whilſt they dropped like hailſtones all around 
me, ſome breaking their legs, backs, tails. 


and other 1 of nature. 


2 N 4 Such 
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«© Such were the little incidents of my then 
fituation. Armſtrong being taken ſuddenly 
ill of an inflammation in her bowels, to ſuch an 
extreme as to make her perfectly delirious, 
and therefore dangerous of approach; ſhe 
| having the ſole command and care of 
my perſon, and no one daring to take that 
| trouble upon themſelves, of courſe neglected 
her, and ſhe, of courſe, neglected me. This 
{ cauſe never once entered my head, which 
cauſe the good Eleanor has ſince acquaint- 

ed me with. | 


One day paſſed away; nothing to eat; 
—no Armſtrong ! She may have forgotten, 


_ | thought I. Another day ;—no one came. 
| | Once more I cheriſhed this idea. A third 


day flew ;—no body came. Faint, weary, 
reduced to ſkin and bone, and unable to riſe 


| from where I lay, I abandoned myſelf to 


| deſpair, and likewiſe to no hopes of relief. 
Every ſenſation was at once put in motion; I 
was hungry, thirſty, cold, damp, and odd; 


| « hunger gnawed my heart-ſtrings;” I 
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actually roared aloud, and made the light; 
which was nearly exhauſted, tremble by the 
vibration of the air. A growing tumbnek 
began to pervade my form; I thought I faw 
fights, and heard ſounds; my moment of 
diſſolution, from theſe ſymptoms, I judged 
was near. I had refigned myſelf to my fate; 
loſt all hope of eſcaping, and had given up 
all proſpects of exiſtence, when my lucky 
ſtars brought to my relief the moſt affection- 
ate of brothers. All the incapacity of my 
| ſenſes then were ſtrong upon me. At firſt 
I knew him not; my eyes were dim, I could 
not ſee at all; my ears were deafened by the 


clogging dew, and I was unable to diſtin- 


9 8 
guiſh the Fee voice of my deliverer. 


But when I was otherwiſe bleſſed, m y heart 
was nearly torn furl with joy; Nature 


| 


refuſed to do her office; my tk took; 


refuge in torpidity and the arms of iny be- 
loved Charles—a name, which till age hes 
blunted the remembrance of late occurrences, 
or by Nature's courſe, worn from the tablet 
of * heart ſuch valuable characters, 1 


tal 
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ſhall ever prize with my life. To you, my 
friend, (turning to Henrietta, who fat at her 
left hand) I have the greateſt obligations to 
diſcharge, and I anxiouſly hope that period 
is not very far off, when they ſhall be paid. 
Let me, though laſt, not the leaſt loved, 

remember to recollect my Henry! by the 
recurring to paſt happy ſcenes whilſt in cap- 
tivity, ſtrengthened my mind, and foiled, in 
ſome degree, the anguiſh of my ſituation. 
Once more I am reſtored to health, to hap- 


pineſs, and him :—yes, Henry! the world 


would be a motley chaos of unconnected mor- 


| tals, if I was deprived of thee, and of theſe 


tew amiable beings : here is my hand—my 
life, my heart, and all my wiſhes have long 
been your's; and my paſt ſufferings make 
the preſent bleſſed ſcene act with happineſs, 
whole exqui/ity is joy a hundred-fold. Now 
| have but two ſmall deſires more to gratify 
the one is, to behold you, my brother, 
aſſume your uſual health and ſpirits, that the 
_ recollection of Ann Maria Auguſta has taken 

a2 with her foul, or <« buried in her 
= | H 3 — | 
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grave! Grant this, and time will reveal the | 


other.“ 


Thus ceaſed the well-meaning Alice, after 


once again addrefling her intended ; com- 
plimenting him on his unexampled conſtan- 


cy, and hoping, that in her he would be 


fully repaid for ſo long and tried a ſtate of 
melancholy and patience. 


Here ending, Henry returned the com- 


pliment in an harangue that would have 


done honour to the powers of an Erſkine, 


Lord Charles expreſſed himſelf in the. ſame 


able manner, as did the Earl of Murtem, and 
Henrietta, The marriage, therefore, was in 
as decent and timely a time as the appro- 


priate preparations could be prepared; 


ſplendour was out-ſplendoured, and its mag- 


nificence was never equalled in the eaſt. 
| © The deed was done!“ The lady depart- 
ed with her valuable Henry to his ſeat in 


n 


had been forced in ſo indecent a hurry ; had 
: "— in ſome degree, of her maims, 
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the country, amidft the well-turned compti- 


ments, neat-adjuſted me ſſages, and public 
acclamations from all quarters of London, 
accompanied by Lord Charles, and the ange- 
lic Mi Villeſtrode. Willy was not left 
behind, and his delight proved as powerful as 

the moſt ſuſceptible feeler in Chriſtendom. 
All being now in ſome degree deprived of 
the ſudden efferveſcence cauſed by joy being 
poured upon the ſobbing particles of mis- 

fortune, had now time to look around, and 
reward ſecond-rate friends. The worthy 


teacher Eleanor, was detained as a confiden- 


tial, and alſo as a fuperintendent of the young 
offspring, which one would naturally expect 


from ſo unbiaſſed an union. In ſhort, all 


were rewarded according as they deſerved. 
Thoſe who eſpouſed the Governeſs's cauſe, 


had either fled, or fell amidſt the fury of the 


enraged mob. The carcaſe of Mrs. Rod 
was never again found, and it was thought ſhe 
crawled from under that wall, over which ſhe 


„ 


— 
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bruiſes, and contuſions, and by the ſecrecy of 


diſguiſe, a dark night, and a good friend, ſer 
off for ſome port, put to fea, and gone * 
devil knows where. 


/ 


All theſe things being done, every one was. 


content, ſtill, and quiet. Happineſs was 


not fatiated; it again burſt forth like the erup- 
tion of an Etna, and flared once again. Lord 
Charles, by an impulſe as ſtrange as it was 
ſudden, laid violent hands on the ſweet Hen- 


rietta, and vowed ſhe ſhould: not eſcape his 
graſp, till ſhe ſhould promiſe, the very next 


day, to make-him as happy as Alice had done 
her Henry. Pleaſed, confounded, over: 
joyed, and delighted, ſhe as momentuoufly 


complied. A kiſs ſealed the reſolve, and the 

next day made Miſs Villeſtrode Lady Charles 

Clottlebury: the flouriſhing enthuſiaſm with 
which our new-inſpired adorated his bride, 


totally eclipſed his affection for Ann Maria 


Auguſta, and he only now and then thougne 
on her with a gh, 


The | 
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* he after-revolving years of Henry and 
Alice, of Lord Charles and Henrietta, were 
more like the happineſs of heavenly beings 
than thoſe of an earthly mould ; having been, 
| at one period, devoured by grief, and the 
foor-ball of misfortune : therefore any little 
\ circumſtance natural to the human temper, 
which might occur during the remainder of 
their li ves, were but the ticklings of an 
anumalcula to their paſt Herculean adven- 
tures. Had the ſharpeſt ſword been pro- 
duced from the artificer's repoſitory, it would 
have been blunt indeed when compared 

with the keen edge of the affſictions encoun- 
' tered by them. —Now for a naval compari- 
fon. Having weathered the lee-ſbore of 
deſpair, and doubled the point of misfortune, 
| they now ride fearleſs in the bay of content, 
and look aftern at the departing ſtorm : 
ſhould they once again be annoyed by a 
| briſk gale from the coaſt of affliction, why 
they will bear it—a trifle ; for it may © ſeem 
to them gentle as zephyrs, which breathe 
over ſummer ſeas.” 


8 
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Do not ler us forget to wind up the faithful 
Willy's tale; the remembrance of Ireland, 
the Giant's Cauſeway, and his poor Fanny, | 
ſitill ſtuck about him like mud accumulated 
from a long walk. It would be cruel in me 
not to relate his happineſs, as well as that of 
his maſter's. I know his wiſhes, therefore 
will tranſport him to the abode of the female 
juſt mentioned. Tis as I wiſhed—they are 
married, and are now in England, ſipping in 
moderate draughts (by the fide of the other 
two couples) from the goblet of peace, 
health, progeny, and proſperity. 


CHAP: 


9 


ö 
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O conſcience! into what abyſs of fears 
And horrors haſt thou driv'n me, out of which 


COT Fe RIVER deep to deeper plung d 
MILTON. 


K — 


Ox the day following Ann Maria Au- 
guſta's death, all London was a ſcene of con- 
verſing buſtle. One of the ſoldiers, who 


| - witneſſed the tranſaction in the cellar, had, 


in a moſt indefatigable manner, minutely 


related abroad the whole affair. The 


wonder, aſtoniſnment, and confuſion of 
Joſhua's followers, would not credit it; and 
the . where the pious uſed to lodge, 


e eee vowed 
= f 
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' vowed it was a vile atrocious lie, and that 
the good creature, and his clerk, muſt ſurely 
be kidnapped, by a parcel. of crimps, as ſol- 
diers. This idea however ſhe ſoon gave 

up, when, by the numerous attendants to 
enquire of her the real ſtate of the caſe, 
ſhe herſelf learned it, and the once adorer of 
the prieſt's chape) now abuſed him as a 
deceitful old raſcal, vowing ſhe ſhould never 
get her rent. While his character was bandied 
to and fro by all parties, old and young, 
high and low, the miſerable Joſhua was now 
left to his own coguations in a dark cell, 
loaded with heavy irons.- If mortal ever felt 
pangs of remorſe, it was he ;—the fear of 
what he was to expect, preſented itſelf before 
his terrified eyes; and the recollection of the 
. paſt cut his innermoſt vitals. What a 
fituation his unbounded paſſions had led him 


into! He that was once revered by the ob- 


ſervation of every one—at peace with his 
' God, himſelf, and human nature; now a | 
wretch, deprived of hberty, enchained, exe- }f 
2 — — he — 


ſinner = | 
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- tottered ;—how different from his chapel. 


his breeches pocket—they were folded; no 
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| finner whoſe name is extant on the page of 


Newgate's Chronicle: a fell murderer, a 
treacherous robber, and a beaſtly gorman- 
dizer. As he reflected, he trembled; he 
could hope for no mercy, evidences were ſo 
palpable againſt him ;—the late hour, dark 
cellar, and diſcharged piſtol, ſufficiently mark- 
ed him as the villain ; impatience, dread, and 
horror, hung around him ; nothing amuſed 
or diverted his mind; he dared not to look 


up to heaven for relief; and if he caſt his 


eyes down, they were impulſively cloſed. 


The day arrived for his trial; the narrow | 
door of his cell was opened, and his grim 
keeper fummoned him to follow. Joſhua 


walk! no longer were his hands depoſited in 


longer did erection mark him as an upright 
man—he ſtooped; his head hung melan 


choly on his ſhoulders, and his dejection pro- 


claimed his guilt. 


He 
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He was conducted to the hall of trial ; the 
cuſtomary preparations had been made. At 
the table fat the wily lawyers, pro and con. 
all wigged and gowned. On a throne of 
judicature fat the awful judge, with proper 
attendaats, ſecretaries, ſurrounders, and others. 
Joſhua was brought to the bar. As his eye 
glanced downwards, he perceived his heavy 
irons; their forms ſtruck his ſoul with up- 
roar ; he turned white as Dover Clif, and 
with difficulty, ſupported himſelf from 


All eyes were directed towards the cul- 
prit; a dead ſilence prevailed ; the trial at 
laſt commenced by a learned, moral, and 
appropriate oration from the judicial chair, 
Curſory witneſſes were produced; checkered 
queſtions put, and oaths taken. At length 
2 ſmall door opened; a conſtable appeared 
with a ſoldier; he held the fatal piſtol in his 
one hand, and the pocket-book of Ann 
Maria in the other. The bearer placed him- 
ſelf oppoſite to Joſhua; 5 filence was pro- 
= claimed 
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claimed thrice, and the remainder of the 
more particular accuſers entered. Every one 
knows the little forms attendant on the trial 
of criminals, of their condemnations, &c. 
but we all know that hanging days are on 
Wedneſdays, in order to allow a ſufficient 
collection of ſufferers to be made. Now 
there being one not far diſtant, Joſhuz's trial 
was haſtened on that account, particularly as 
they wiſhed him to accompany one of the 

ſame ſe& into the other regions, who was 
under ſentence of non-exiſtence, for ſtealing 
' a knife and eight-pence upon the King's 


highway. 


The grand accuſation of the prieſt's was, 
that of © unlawfully killing a reaſonable 
creature in being, and under his Majeſty's 
peace, with malice afore-thought, both ex- 
preſſed and implied.” This being the leading 
feature of his crime, the examination com- 
menced in all its different branches, of 
whether Joſhua was © @ perſon ſound in ne- 
mory and diſcretion; for a lunatic or infant 
are Jeppoſed incapable of committing crimes.” 

: | The 
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The affirmative being aſcertained, the pro- | 
ceedings went forward ; the day drew near 
to a concluſion; the court adjourned ; and 
Joſhua was led back to his priſon, with his 
mind more depreſſed than ever. All the 
time of his appeararice at the bar, he had 
never once looked up; -he was aſhamed, and 
well he might be. All the evidences ran 
againſt him; and hanged undoubtedly he 
muſt be, for there ſeemed no proſpect of any 
thing elſe. He firſt thought of putting an 
end to his exiſtence, and thereby to defeat the 
intention of his proſecutors, who ſeemed 
bent on making a conſpicuous example of 
him; but then that would be only adding a 
full deeper ſin to his preſent liſts — - | 
again he thought of confeſſing the whole, 
together with Olivia's murder; the idea 
puckered his nerves; his frame's anguiſh 
ſickened his ſoul, and he ſunk into the ſtupor 
of a labyrinth of terrors, exclaiming, "oy" 
was I born? | 


| The reader muſt allow Joſhua how for- 


got himſelf: the queſtion was obvious, 


treacherous a form! the infernal regions are- 
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almoſt to an infant, or lunatic, neither of 


| which he was; as from his trial for extin- 


ouiſhing the exiſtence of a reaſonable crea- 
ture, did totally away this excuſe. With a 
mind more agitated than a Veſt Indian hur- 


|  ricane, or a Biſcayan ocean, he expected the 


approach of a ſecond appearance before the 
ſcrutinizing inveſtigators of Blackſtone ; then 
ſuddenly crying, In my folly, yet in my 


virtue, have I not damned hundreds far more 


innocent than myſelf; have I not told them _ 
to hope for no mercy from heaven? Why 


was T thus arrogant ? I condemned them 
without a knowledge of any crime that they 


had committed, and I told them that from. 
God they muſt expect no mercy: and if I 
really did believe this, that Heaven would. 
not pardon their flight offences—what muſt 

I expe&t from my earthly judges? I look 
forward to that fate which 1 fo juſtly merit. 
Yer how dear is life! Curſe on you, Betſey 
may hell conſume itſelf in thee ! may yo. 
never ſleep whilſt this globe eontains. ſo: 
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too bliſsful a ſpot for thee, author of all my 


crimes, deceitful wretch ! Weak, blind, miſ- 
led Joſhua! where can I now ſeek com- 
fort? Oh! my torn heart! Dare I aſk for- 
giveneſs of him, whoſe facred laws I have fo 
often, and ſo infamouſly violated ? Curſe on 
thee, once again, thou female demon ! Oh 
woman ! woman ! thou firſt cauſed man to 
ſin; to thee has he to attribute all the future 
crimes of human nature ; thou firſt opened 
his eyes to his own frailty; to thee has he to 
attribute all his weakneſſes, and thee ought 
he to curſe whilſt he can ſpeak, hear, or 


ſee! yes, I am driven like Adam from Para- 
diſe, and the curſe proceeded from a wo-— 
man I execrate the name ; I loath that 


ſound, that ſight, that 


The bar of his priſon-door was unfaſtened 6775 


4 the bolts were ſhot back; the gaoler entered 
with a letter; made his exit, and again faſ- 
tened in his charge. Joſhua trembled as he 


opened it he read A lady will wait 
on Mr. Pentateuch ; ſhe muſt not be denied 


N 


| 


=n 
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an interview, as it will be of the greateſt 
importance and — to his future 


welfare.“ 


His aſtoniſhment was great; he fat like 
one thunderſtruck on his ſeat, whilſt the 
twinkling glare of a little candle gilded the 
ſtrong walls of his dungeon. A hope of 
ſome kind darted into his clogged intellects, 
and he remained nearly inanimate, when 
the entrance of a female arreſted his atten- 
tion. Joſhua roſe as ſhe approached; the 


turnkey had been tickled by the neceſſaries, 


ſo left them alone. The lady threw of a 
cloak, long and wrapping, and in a voice, 
well known to him, faid— 

4 Do you not know me, Joſhua ?*' 


The prieſt ſtarted, and fixed his ſwoln 


eyes. Betſey ſtood before him. She had 


quitted her breeched attire, and now wore a 


_ dreſs more becoming decency and her fex; 


it was the moſt elegant, ſimple, and graceful 


164 THE NEW MONK. 


Fabit conceptionable ; all taſte, and flowing | 


| in looſe drapery round her well- turned limbs. 
Her face beamed beauty captivating; ſhe 
ſtill poſſeſſed her wonted infinuation, and 
ſeemed to ſmile with an aſſurance of peace, 
He gazed on her with wonder, for it was 
the firſt moment he had beheld his clerk in 
ſuch a dreſs. 


ce If my ears do not deceive me, I thought 
I heard the voice of Peter; yet my eyes 
would perſuade me it iſſued not from any 


thing mortal, for ſuch an aſpect ſo heavenly | 


I] hope belongs not to this earth.“ 


ce It ĩs Betſey,” ſhe replied; © I am come 


to extricate you from thoſe misfortunes, 
which your own violent paſſions have hurried 


\ 


you into.“ 


© Heavens! what a change this garb- 


 whither did you fly ? How! did you ſay you 


makes upon you-! Where have you been? 


oy, VF + wa 
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came to extricate me ? anſwer, for pity ;— 
tell, is there any hope?“ 


* Joſhua, my Protean ſhape has, and can 
for ever baffle the power of juſtice. I can 
range in freedom, and it is by that alone 1 
have the proſpect of delivering you. I pur- 
chaſed this interview-at a very dear price ! 
but that 1s only the foundation on which you 


muſt raiſe your liberty. Dare you execute 
| # ſcheme, by which you may bid defiance to 
your perſecutors ? Be not ſurpriſed ; look 


not ſo unbelieving; deſperate diſeaſes re- 
quire ſtill more deſperate remedies; on your 
aſſent depends your life; look on me can I 
be refuſed ? You ſee, by my not forſaking 
you in the deepeſt of miſeries, my un- 

bounded affection. I, who have riſked all, 
who had left my friends, my ſex, for you; 
Jook on me again; I can give you life and 

liberty. Oh! my friend, to' be tied like a 
dog by the neck, and then ſwung at an 
extended rope, amidſt the ſhquts and hiſſes 
of an enraged mob! think on the ſcene 
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Rill previous—the tolling of the dead-ſound- |} 


ing bell; the knocking off the heavy clank- 
ing chains; the awful parting compliments 
of fellow-ſufferers, and the recoiling terrors 
of death's apprehenſions; and laſt of all—Oh! 


board, and carved, and hacked ; your fleſh 
ſliced in pounds from your late exiſting car- 
caſe, and your bones dried for the obſerva- 


tion of the ſurgical multitude !—with all 


theſe horrors before you, can liberty be re- 
| pelled? No; refuſe not to accede to the plan 


I will propoſe ; the time is not very far off 


when all this will take place,” She pauſed: 


« Betſey!” he faid, © I have too well 


followed thy plans, and my own blind deſires; 

yet I will not upbraid thee. I am more than 
ever convinced of your affection and inte- 
reſt for me; life is yet dear to me, but I 
ſear there is no poſſibility of my again en- 
joying it; tell me, I beſeech, what is this 
ſcheme, ſo certain of delivery ?” 


« A thing, 


blood! to be ſtretched upon a long deal 


y 


2 
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A thing, of courſe, moſt deſperate, 
yet ſure | but before I do devulge, or aid, 1 


have a paper which you mult ſign; the con- 


| tents of- it you ſhall not know till that is 
done, nor will one meaſure until then be 
taken by me towards your delivery. 


3 what can it be? a paper, and 
my ſignature ! ſay, will this enſure my life?” 


<« Tt will enſure your eſcape, and life ; 
but on no other terms ſhall it be granted. 
Loſe not ſo glorious an opportunity; remem- 
I ber the iron fate which awaits you; —a gallows 
is an ugly object to view; a rope is an awk - 
ward thing to feel; and the curſes of a ſur- 
rounding collection of ſpectators arè un- 
| pleaſant ſentences to hear. Think, Joſhua, 
on the conſcientious pangs when on the 
| brink of the new drop; think on the inno- 
cent blood you have ſpilt; the hypocriſy you 


| | have practiſed; the thefts you have com- 


{| mitted ; the damnations you have profanely 
I dealt forth; and then will you not wiſh to 
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put the evil day far off? Run not into miſery 


ten- fold, to what you now experience; the 


mouth of hell yawns to receive you; live, 
and but make one more ſtruggle, and you 


ſhall have time plenty to aſk forgivenels of 


Heaven for thoſe crimes that would at pre- 
ſent adhere, and prevent your exertions in 


ſo . E”: 


e Betſey, your councils I fee are dange- 


rous ; - if I follow them, I fear I muſt add a 
crime ſtill greater to my preſent number ; 
if I dared to aſk forgiveneſs of heaven, one 
hour is the ſame as if I had a year to live. 
My wickedneſs i is too flagrant to hope for 
che leaſt mercy; no, my hands are too well 
Raine 1 with blood; I have ſoaked them to 
the bone already ;—the deed ! Oh aſk me 
no more! 


oy * I leave you, Joſhua, to an inglo- 


rious, diſgraceful, and unmanly death; ſign 


this, and you are reſtored to liberty and 
life, — by — 4 me, and by my 
friend. . 


« 1 will 
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e will not, I know not what it is; nor 
will I heap more ſins upon my foul.” 


© Be obſtinate, be damned, and die; and 


when it is too late, repent your ill-timed 
' reſolution. I quit you, yet ere the hour of 


death arrives, ſhould love of hfe enlighten 
you to reaſon, I leave with you this card ; 


read it; ſend to where it directs, and I will 


attend; let it be not too late; farewell till 


then, or for ever!“ 


She let fall the card upon the ground; 
wrapped her cloak around her; waved her 
hand to Joſhua, and left him :—alone, foli- 
tary, and encumbered by heavy chains, with 
frowning mien, and arms folded, he ſunk into 
a chair, re flecting, as was natural, on his 
plight ſo woeful. Thus was he when the 
morning broke; a few hours fled, and he 
was again ſummoned into court. The exa- 
mination ceaſed, the evidence was fummoned 
up, and the jury left the hall. During this 
period, a period ſo critical to Joſhua, his 


« 
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heart beat high ; every noiſe he thought way 
the twelve entering to proclaim his guilt. 
His apprehenſions were grounded on expec- 
tation, and were ſhortly realized. The ver- 
clict was Guilty; one ten minutes decided 
it; the prieſt trembled at the word. Seeing 
now his inevitable deſtruction, and that no 


hopes whatever remained of pardon, he 
aſſumed a bolder aſpect, and requeſted he 


might be heard but for a few moments. 
The filence was general; curioſity fluttered 
round the ears of the auditors; Joſhua com- 
menced. He diſcloſed every circumſtance 
of his guilt; owned to the death of Olivia; 
but kept one ſecret, which was that of Peter, 
in order, that if there could be any poſſibility 


of his eſcaping, by thus candidly owning to 


his crimes, ſhe might not be implicated and 
ſeized, which would totally have obſtructed 
her plan. In conſequence of this avowal, 


his ſentence was pronounced with all the ter- 


rific ceremony connective with ſuch abomi- 
nable infamy. He was ordered to prepare 
himſelf for death in a few hours, and that 


afterwards | 


£6 
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afterwards Fobn Catch would prepare his 
| body for Surgeons' Hall. 


The pious, rather more violent than when 
led forth in the morning, was conducted to 


his cell, furious and re vengeful. He bit his 
lips, gnaſhed his teeth, and ſilently execrated 


his judges. The huge bolts grated into their 


metal ſockets, and left the criminal to pon- 


der over his forth- coming puniſhment. 
Whilſt he thus muſed, the card of Betſey 


caught his eye; he darted on it with avidity ; 
read aloud its characters. He ſtopped, 


thought, beat his breaſt, ſtamped with force 


upon the ground, and curſed his day of 


nativity. 


1 will ſend inſtantly,” ſaid he, © as I 
muſt die, and things cannot poſſibly tear my 


feelings more. I will accede to any thing; 


Oh Betſey! another plan; I will be reven- 
ged; Oh world! Oh chains! Oh!—death; 
heavens! can I bear the thought?” 


„ En! An 
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An intermediate gloom ſeized him; then 
an inſtantaneous recollection of his only 
refuge flaſhed acroſs his mind. He ſtarted 
from his ſcat, called the keeper, and ſent him 
for the lacy who once had viſited his 
prion, The time was not long before 
| Betſey was with Joſhua. The diſtant rat- 
tling of clanging doors pronounced her ap- 
proach; a flaſh of light from the lantern of 
her conductor, and on the lapſe of a few 
minutes, ſhe ſtood before him. How differ- 
ent was her aſpe& ! an angry auſterity was 
viſible on her countenance ; ſhe ſeemed ſul- 
len, and the flaſh of ſuperiority darted from 
her eye. She drew the paper, which ſhe 
had already ſolicited him to ſign, from her 
pocket, and with one hand preſented i; 
- whilſt the other held forth a pen. This 
change in her aſpect, clearly denominated to 
the prieſt that ſhe knew too well his de- 
pendance on her. A ſmothered tear of 
deſpair and vexation trickled down his face; 
they bath were ſilent 


* Well.“ 
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be releaſed to liberty ?” 


It was a ſad ſtormy night; the elements 
partook of Joſhua's convulſed ſituation; the 


thunder rolled, the walls of Newgate were 
ſhook to their foundation, and the pelting 
rain ruſhed in torrents from the ſpouts. 


The condemned addreſſed Betſey - Take 


not an advantage of my deplorable ſtate; you 
too well know | am under ſentence of death; 
| but—yes, if what you aſſert is true, that I 


will be reſtored to liberty, I will! but 


then 


e No! ſign it, and then all ſhall be made 
known to you, but one thing; I will let you 
know the contents of this, and after your 
fignature is here applied, then for my plan of 
eſcape. Every labourer is worthy of his 
hire ; every poſſeſſion has its proper value 
belonging to it. I have ſet a price on your 

| | 1 3 life, 


* 
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- Kfe, which kifs ſhall not be faved from de- 


ſtruction, unleſs what I demand is paid.” 
« What, rapacious woman! is the price? 


e Shall it, the reward of my ſervices, be 
defrayed ? In the firſt place, Joſhua, I know 


you poſſeſs in ock, at leaſt three thouſand 


pounds; in money, at Mrs. Rod's bankers, 

eighteen hundred. All this muſt you make 
over to me, as a ranſom for your life and 
liberty; anſwer me, is your exiſtence worth 
the price ?” 


> Inſatiate vixon ! fin me at once :—no, 
ſhall I thus be left deſtitute to ftarvation ? 
tis too, too unconſcionable low 


«© What, you wont? on what then, or 


from where, do you expect dehverance ? 


Die, and be hanged, cut and carved, blind- 


fighted man! finful wretch! hell, I tell 
| thee, yawns for thee ; tremble at the ap- 
* hour, when thoſe eyes will be 

cloſed ; 
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cloſed ; reflect, life to you is yet valuable, 
and when paſt reſcue, you'll cry aloud for 


ſuccour; and as the devil's piercing fangs 


dart into your head, you'll think on me, and 
wiſh ! yes, think now, whilſt not too late! 
What! dally thus for a paltry ſum ?” 


A paltry ſum!” repeated Joſhua; © ſay 


you ſo? if fo trifling, why demand it for your 
ſervices?” 


e 'Tis a very, very mean ranſom for ſuch 
a life as your's; to be ſure, there is a place 
where murders can be excuſed for paltry 
ſums, but here it is different—your death 
muſt pay the fine; your death death! how 


the word chills!” 


The prieſt was ſilent, frowned, bit his lip, 
breathed loud and quick, ſtruck his breaſt 
with reiterated violence, and pronounced in 
anguiſh, Oh! yes indeed, I cannot bear 
the ſound! He reflected in excruciating 


_agony on his plight. Betſey ſaw, with joy, 


If i Was 
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the inftability of his reſolve, and renewed 
the awful word, with ſtill more horrid con- 
nections. Thus, nearly terror-ſtricken to 
annihilation, he was prevailed upon by the 
artful female to take a pen ſhe preſented, in 
order to affix his ſignature to the paper ſhe 


ſo evidently wiſhed. He then dipped the 


quill which he held, into a horn inkſtand 
which ſhe held; it immerged deep, and was 


inſtantly filled with the fable liquid: he ſhook 


like a blade of graſs in a ſtorm; the fatal 
writing was placed before him; he prepared 


to mark his name. Suddenly he held his 


hand, ſtarted up haſtily, daſhed the ſigning 


inſtrument from his manual cy and 


exclaimed— | 


« What am | going to do?“ then turn- 


ing to the expecting Betſey, © What, ſtock 
and all ?—leave me, I will not; if I do, damm 


me—that's all—begone !” 


Infernal fool ! I will not leave you; you 


ſhall ſign it; what, is it thus you trifle with | 
: EE 
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me, unſtable mortal At matters not, I will 


leave you— die; eternal puniſhment awaits 
you; thy preſent feelings are but heavenly 


rapture to thoſe pangs that death awaits thee 
to awake for. One ſhort three hours, and 
then woe be to thy neck! Oh! that a man 
of thy pious character ſhould thus be ſerved ; 


call on thy congregation ; they'll riſe, up in 


arms, and tear your feeble form from merci- 


leſs chaſtiſement. I am gone, yet hear me 
if you once more ſend to me, and again trifle, 


J well aſſure you that this arm ſhall drain the 


life's blood from thy accurſed heart.” 


The coward prieſt, aſtoniſhed at hier frantic 
and reſolute tone, was in a moment awed 


. into compliance; he ſeized the pen once 


more ; © neceſſity compels me, not my will.” 


« Sign, and be reſtored to liberty,” voci- 
ferated the half-diſappointed woman. 


The paper was yet open; the pen ſtood 


| ered in the ink—he ſeized it, and pur its 


_ point 
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"dren the yet unblemiſhed corner of the 
writing. 


178 


„ Quick,” faid ſhe, © time flies; the 
execution of this expedites your liberty.” | 


The priſon-clock proclaimed the approach- 
ing day. 


« Liſten- diſpatch, or it will be too late.” | 


« And for what” interrogated the * 
* am] to exchange my name? 


« Your releaſe from hence, with mine, | 
and your own exertions; —is it done?“ 


« Now all I am worth,” whined Joſhua, 
« do I part with for my life; once more I 
am reſtored to liberty, poor, opprefled with | 
fin, an outcaſt from the world, perſecuted 
by the ſhafts of juſtice, and at laſt, mayhap, 
driven by wretchedneſs, deſpair, and crimes, 


to finiſh the grand climax of my exiſtence, | 
1 OY 2 BM 


THE NEW MONK. 179 


by perpetrating a yet greater wickednefs—the 
murder of myſelf. Oh! rather let me die, 
comparatively virtuous !” 


© Weak wretch ! one who would tire old 


Job!“ cried the exaſperated maid ; be reſo- 
lute, or by heaven, this knife ſhall do the 
deed you fo much dread!” 


At this juncture a diſtant bell tolled ; the 
deep voice of a diſtant watchman, and a 
fudden clanking of heavy fetters. 


e They come for you, Joſhua,” faid the 


artſul woman; © life is far preferable to 


death ; now or never: loſe this opportunity, 
and you loſe your exiſtence. Hark! the 
diſtant bolts!” 


Tue forlorn man's heart gurgled in his 
throat, and in a paroxyſm. of fear and impa- 
tience, he ſigned the contract. Betſey pock- 


eted it moſt ſwiftly, ſmiling at the ſame time 
3 with victorious glee. | 
—— 1 6 « Now | 
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ce Now how will you fave me?” 


% But you moſt -ſolemnly agree to all 
which I requeſted, or to what "ou ve put 
your hand ?” 


« 1 do! bear me hence! 
Do you make over all your ready caſh, 
your ſtock, 4 to me, for ever and 


a day? 


Tes! yes! why trifle thus?” 


« Well now I know your keeper ſleeps, 
for I took care that he ſhould. I'll open 
your priſon-door, and between us, I think, 
we may filently diſpatch him. You muſt 
then dreſs yourſelf in his clothes, and attend 
me out, as was his uſual cuſtom. Tremble 
not it muſt be done, it is your only means 
of flight; and when you are without this 

houſe of * my friend, whoſe know- 
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ledge you have well experienced, ſhall attend 
thee to a place of real ſafety in the country.” 


Joſhua could not again retreat; indeed 
Betſey left him not a moment to reflect, for 
ſhe had opened the door, and already drag- || 
ged in the ſleeping victim, who, by her kind- 
neſs, had been thus entranced. The large 
knife was put into Joſhua's hand, and he as 
quickly buried its point in the heart of the | 
gaoler. The blood poured in immenſe | 
floods from the wound, and Joſhua's hands | 
were crimſoned in his livid gore. He turn- 

ed, and ſtared wildly on Betſey ; a fixed and 
reſolute horror marked his countenance ; he 


orinned moſt ghaſtly, and in a firm voice iſ 


 faid, © Are you fatisfied ?” 


He was ſoon attired in the keeper's habit, 
but he could not wipe the blood from his | 
hands; then he ſtared wildly on his compa- 
nion, and cried, © What think you? are 
theſe extremities not * ſtained with | 
innocent blood! P 


40 Innocent ” 
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« Innocent jepented the, with n 
* talk not of innocence ; fear not to remove 


fuch banes to happineſs from before you. 
No! you have ſhewn yourſelf equal to an 
Alexander, and I doubt not but he had the 
ſame opportunities of removing whatever 
were impediments - by the ſimple inſtance 
zuſt done, proves that ye were brother ſouls. 
The way is open—fly! at the corner of 
Fleet-Market you will find my friend, with 
horſes ; . 
of ſecurity.” 


43 * Impediment did you ſay ? talk not of 
| Innocence | then let thy guilty blood atone 
| for all that guilileſs I have fpilt,”” 


| So ſaying, he ſtabbed, and ſtabbed, and 


-  & 'Treacherous villain ! may the eternal 
curſe of heaven purſue you, ungrateful mon- 
fer! may hell's torments this moment ſeize 


you! eternity blaſt thee !”. 


She 
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She groaned; I think the devil muſt have 
caught her black ſpirit in a pill box, and 
diſpatched it by a proper rout to his do- 


minions. 


Joſhua took his way towards the door 
he paſſed, well veiled by the partial light of 
E32 He came tothe dr 
door: | 


« Whither would you, J/il ?” faid the 


For a pot of beer,” mumbled Joſhua 
with unparalleled preſence of mind. Hef 
paſſed, was in the open air, and would have 
expedited by running, but it was only at this 
inſtant he found the irons were ſtill on; 
however, the ſurtout of his dead keeper hid 
| this defect. He reached Fleet-Market 
The friend and horſes were there. The 
prieſt, as yet, was intoxicated in an inſurrec- 
tion of his feelings, He beſtrode the one 


r 
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beaſt, whilſt Betſey's colleague did that of 

the other. Full ſpeed was their pace, and 

ere morning dawned, many, many miles 
had they rode in ſilence. 


In the mean while, the hour drew near 
for the execution of the criminals ; the fune= «| 
ral bell tolled ; the fetters were knocked of 
the condemned priſoners. Judge the aſto- 
niſhment of the keepers, when, on entering 
Joſhua's cell, the two murdered were found, 
and the prieſt off. They haſtened to make 
it known to the Governor ; the hue and cry 
were ſent forth ; immenſe rewards offered for 
the apprehending of the villain, and officers 

' were diſpatched in all quarters. 


Whilſt this was paſſing, the prieſt and his 
guide traverſed, hike cannon balls, acroſs the 
| country ; a few moments placed them near 
het 


— 


* Stay 
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te Stay here but for ſome little time; 1 


will go into this place, and provide for ſuſ- 
picions, and your future ſafety.” 


So faying, he rode for the diſtant houſes, | 
and Joſhua turned a little out of the high 
road. Once more alone, at liberty, and in the 
open air, he gave a looſe to his thoughts. 
The object now before his eyes, was the 
bright beams of a morning ſun, whoſe grow- 
ing warmth exhaled the damp dews from a 
broad heath, by which the prieſt was ſur- 
rounded on every ſide. This bleak flat 
caverns, or ſteep rocks, riſing above each 
other, divided the expanding -rays ; no cluſ- 
ters of trees, among whoſe branches the wind 
of night mourned itſelf to hoarſeneſs: all was 
one ſtraight and unbroken line; nothing, fave - Þ 
the high erection of an oaken gibbet, ſtood 
proudly from this barren ſurface. The kite 
ſcreamed, and hovered over a few rotten 
bones, that once had been the agents of a 
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it ;—a gallows |\—how he ſhuddered ! This 
object drew forth a conſiderable train of 
ideas, which were only interrupted by the 
ſwift paſſing of two horſemen. Half an hour 


paſſed, the guide was returned, and with ! 


thoſe who had ſo recently paſſed. 


. That is he,” cried the man; the others. 


| hid violet hands on the unfortunate Joſhua. 


« You are our priſoner,” cried they ; 
*© the Juſtice will pay you, my man, the re- 
ward. Come along, my boy, you ſhall 


fwing before evening yet; do not think ta 


rob Jack Catch of his fare ſo caſy.” 


— and Gor whas have; you: thas- 
acted, treacherous ſcoundrel? ut Jeſkua, 


| burſting with deſpair. 


Ney l nay | be eaſy, Model of Piety | 
the man who: condemned, as if he were ſome 


human being. The prieſt caſt his eye upon 


your fiſter ! both periſhed by thy arm. Now 
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Auen judge! that virtuous ornament of 
human nature, Mr. Pentateuch! Pray be 
not angry! ſure you have. had liberty, what 


more would you? Take him, hang him, the 


companion of this my laſt night's journey, 
officers of juſtice ! how grateful, as an exam- 
ple of a virtuous cloak for fin, will this be to 
the world! Hell is too good by far for thee 
and her, whom you ſo lately murdered, 
You remember me, no doubt; it was I of 
whom you had that key. I will unveil all; 
I have knowledge, and that knowledge will 
be here, for once, well applied. Your 
crimes, as they at preſent ſtand, are as inſets 
killed by a child ;—know then, Olivia and 
Ann Maria Auguſta, whom your kind paſ- 
ſions deprived of life, were of your dun 


tremble, tyger! monſter ! unequalled in 
the annals of wickedneſs! inhuman parri- 
cide ! mean thief! diſguſting glutton, and 


inſatiate miſer! I had long obſerved your 


growing 
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growing pride, and ſtifled diſpoſition. Betſey 
ſtepped forward at my inſtigation, and be- 
tween us we determined that your actions and 
| paſſions ſhould weave their own ſnares ; it 
has ſucceeded beyond my hopes or my 
wiſhes, for Betſey has alſo fallen, together 
with one leſs innocent than all. Mortal! 
meet your fate; that fate, whoſe puniſhment 
on earth is not half fo torturous or terrific 
as it ought to be. You are now ſecure, paſt 
eſcape; no-means whatever can reſcue you, 
Behold the multitude from the town, and 
again behold the gibbet on which you are 
to linger! Tremble, villain, for I long to 
view you pendant.” 


During this ſtrange ſpeech, Joſhua was 
- abſorbed in horror, affliction, and wonder; 
but the laſt few words in a manner rouſed 
him. | 


; << Perfidious, treacherous miſcreant !” 
raved the = « Is it thus I have been 
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deluded with the hopes of life, and at once 
plunged again into the gulph of diſgraceful 
extirpation ? Fool that I was! Oh! animpreſ- 
Jionable experience! yes, Heaven has marked 
me as her tool of example. I muſt die, un- 
pardoned by my God, and by his creatures, 
Theſe hands proclaim me a murderer, and 
my heart is rotten with ſin.“ 


By this the whole multitude, Conſtables, 
Mayor, Juſtices, and a detachment of Mili- 
tia, ſoon laid their violent clutches on the 
perſon of the prieſt, who trembled and wept 
in diſappointment and deſpair, whilſt he was | 
once more addreſſed by his laft night's 
guide :— 


« My promiſe to Betſey is fulfilled,” 
faid he; © I have conducted you to a place 
of ſecurity and liberty, where you may enjoy 
the morning breeze, and midday fun, uncon- + 
trolled, at eaſe. Are you not fafe from pri- 
fon? Aſs that thou wert, not to take another | 
1 Z SS 8 courſe! 
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courſe ! Why did you truſt to the directions, 
when out of Newgate, of one whom you 


with after ſigning that paper which yon 
Juſtice bears? You might have known your 
fate! had you not been blind; had you not 
turned down Ludgate-Hill, towards Fleet- 
Market; and had you not truſted yourſelf to 
me, you might have eſcaped with certainty. 


I leave you, wpright man! to meet your 
death, as it becomes a coward foul like 


| your's wo 


On hearing this ejaculation, Joſhua's 
feelings boiled over into actions of his 
body; he writhed, kicked, daſhed his arms 
abroad, and at laſt found refuge in exe- 
crations and oaths. The Juſtice ſpoke— 
t Seize faſt the culprit; on with his iron 


and force him to that oaken gibbet! 


murdered, and feared to truſt your perſon 


cap; bind back his elbows to his hips, | 


. As 
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As this was ordered, ſo was it obeyed; 
a hundred hands flew at the prieſt; a 
huge grating of iron bars encompaſſed his 
crown; his arms were ſtrongly pinioned, 
and he was hurried forward to his end. 


The diſtant ether and houſes rang with 
poor Joſhua's ſhrieks ; the multitude con- 


tinued to drag him nearer the object of 


death; the rope was made faſt to the 


throat of the ſtruggling man, and he roar- 


ed ;—without giving him a moment's warn- 


ing, he was hauled, by the united ftrength 
ol all, to a ſtupendous height. He kicked, 
and contorted, in all the agonies of ſuffoca= WM 


tion. Five minutes did he dangle; the 


earth again received him; he- breathed ; it 


was a very ſhort reſpite indeed; he again 
aſcended yet alive, and the executioner made 
faſt the hempen ftring. A kind of ftirrup 


3 was applied to his feet, and he was now left 


looſe in the airy waſte, like a huge ear- 
ring, wafted to and fro, amidſt me ſhouts 
of the yas ns. 4 mob. 

Thus 


; 92 THE NEW MONK, © mT 
Thus hung he !—his ſoul had not We- 


faken his body; his ſenſes were totally be- 
numbed, and he had been launched into 


the gulph of deftruftion, heavy laden, by 
his untimely exertions. He wagged back- 
wards and forwards, till the troubled air 
grew calm, and his uſeleſs and enchained 
body was pendant and motionleſs from the 
ea s arm. 


Two days, ad his low groans became 
more faint; he was on the point of expir- 


ing in the greateſt want, moſt excruciat- 
ing pain, and terrible anguiſh. A ſtorm | 
- aroſe, the winds roared, Joſhua was ban- | 
died from fide to fide; the ſudden guſts | 
Tent up his fable garments; the ravens, | 
kites, hawks, and crows, took flying picks 

at his face; one, more lucky in a long | 

vill than the reſt, darted deep into his 
eye, tore it out by the root, and pierced 1 
the agonizing brain of the dying criminal. 
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: The ſky was black with thunder, rain, 

1 | amd other clouds; the I'ghtnings flaſhed 
” prodigious ; the water poured like the falls 
| þof Niagara fr m the heavens, and the earth 
3; : ſeemed the bettom of the "ocean. A ſtream 
; |... ſulphureous flame rent Joſhua from his 
| hanging place ; he fell to the earth, gave 


one groan, and one weak gaſp, and his 

foul ſunk to reſt. There lay his corſe, 

Totting, unburied, and the prey of mag- 

gots, WOrms, and birds. Lord knows where 
| i is now | 


Fatigued traveller! why ſhrunk you 
back, when yon bleak gibbet drew you near ? 
The air is not infected by the pale corſe's 
| odours? Was your noſe annoyed by the 
| paſſing breeze? Ah! traveller, hold not 
your naſal promontory with your hand ; 
I ͤſtifle not ſenſations, whoſe powers were not 
| called foryy; caſt not an odium of diſguſt 
on the example of human juſtice, Piry | 
+ 4 the unfortunate—he has ſuffered, and ſuffers 
*Þ - Yon K ſtill. 
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Aill. His air was majeſtic, but 1 neck | 
was broken: his dreſs was that of religion, 


but his heart was the moſt wicked. 
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Traveller ! to look with a proper 24 
tion on this grand leſſon, is the foundation | 
of virtue in yourſelf, and the means, a 


prompt obſervation, to ſow it in the breaſts 
af others. 
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